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CHAP. xxxm. 


Death of Honorms. — Valentmian III. Emperor 
of the Eaji, - — Adminijlration of his Mother 
Fkicidla. — JEtius and Boniface, — Conqueji of 
Africa hp the Vandals. 

J^URING a long and di%racefui reign of ( 
twenty-eight years, Honorius, Emperor of . 
the Weft, was feparated from tlie friendfliip of i 
his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, w^ho 
reigned over the Eaft ; and Conftahtinople : 
beheld, with apparent indifference and fecret ■ 
joy, the calamities of Rome. The ftrange ad- ' 
ventures of Placidia" gradually renewed, and 
cemented, the alliance of the two empires. The 


t See vol. V* P; 33»’-”355' 
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daughter of the great Theodofius had been the 
captive, and the queen, of the Goths ; flie loft 
an aftedlionate hufband ; flie was dragged in 
chains bj his infulting aftaftin ; ftie tafted the 
pleafure of revenge, and was exchanged, in the 
treaty of peace, for fix hundred thoiifand mea» 
fures of wheat. After her return from Spain to 
Italy, Placidia experienced a new perfeciition 
in the bofoin of her family. She was averfe to 
a marriage, which had been ftipulated without 
her confent ; and the brave Conftantius, as a 
noble reward for the tyrants whom he had van- 
qiiiflied, received, from the hand of Honorius 
himfelf, the ftruggling and reludtant hand of the 
widow of Adolphus. But her refiftance ended 
with the ceremony of the nuptials ; nor did Pla- 
cidia refufe to become the mother of Honoriaand 
Valentinian the third, or to aftume and exercife 
an abfolute dominion over the mind of her grate- 
ful hufband. The generous foldier, whole time 
had hitherto been divided between focial plea- 
fare and military fervice, was taught new leftbns 
of avarice and ambition : he extorted the title 
of Auguflus ; and the fervant of Honorius was 
affociated to the empire of the Weft. The death 
of Gonftantius, in the fevehth month of his reign, 
inftead of diminifliing, feemed to increafe, the 
power of Placidia ; and the indecent familiarity^ 

of 

" Ta tzvvsx^ xara is the exprelTion of Olympiodorus 

(apiid Photium, p. 197.); who means, perhaps, to defcribe the fame 
carefles which Mahomet beftowed on his daughter Phatemah. 
Quando (fays the prophet himfelf), quando fubit mihi defiderium 

Paradifi, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


3 

of her brother, which might be no more than the c H A P. 
fymptoms of a childifh aiFe6tion, were iiniver- xxxili. 
lally attributed to inceftuous love. On a hidden, 
by fome bafe intrigues of a lleward and a nurfe, 
this exceffive fondnefs was converted into an 
irreconcileable quarrel : the debates of the Em- 
peror and his filler were not long confined witliin 
tlie walls of the palace ; and as the Gothic fol- 
diers adhered to their queen, the city of Ravenna 
was agitated with bloody and dangerous tumults, 
which could onl^ be appcafed by the forced or 
voluntary retreat of Placidia and her children. 

The royal exiles landed at Conllantinople, foon 
after the marriage of Theodofms, during the 
feftival of the Perfian vidlories. They were 
treated with kindnefs and magnificence j but as 
the ftatues of the Emperor Conftantius had been 
rejedled by the Eaftern court, the title of Au- 
gufta could not decently be allowed to his widow. 

Within a few months after the arrival of Placidia, 
a fwift meifenger announced the death of Ho- 
noriiis, the confequence of a dropfy ; but the im- 
portant fecret was not divulged, till the neceflary 
orders had been diljpatched for the march of a 
large body of troops to the fea-coafl of Dalmatia. 

The {hops and the gates of Conllantinople re- 
mained flint during feven days; and the lofs of a 
foreign prince, who could neither be efceeraed 

Parad'ifij ofculor earn, et ingero linguara meam in os ejus. But this 
lenfual indulgence was juftified by miracle and nayftery; and the 
anecdote has been communicated to the public by th.e Reverend 
Father Maracci, in his Verfion and Confutation of the Koi'an, tom. i, 
p.3a. 

» 2 


nor 



4 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A r. nor regretted, was celebrated with loud and 
^xxxiiL ^ demonftrations of tlie public grief. 

Eieviition While the minifters of Conflantinople delibe- 
and laii of j^-ated, the vacant throne of Honoriiis was ufurped 

the uiurper . j-' i 

John, by the ambition of a ftranger. The name or the 
A-B. rebel was John : he filled the conficlential office 
4i3 4^5* or principal fecretary 5 and hif 

tory has attributed to his charadter more virtues, 
than can eafily be reconciled with the violation 
of the moft facred duty. Elated by the fubinif- 
fion of Italy, and the hope of an alliance with 
the Huns, John prefumed to infult, by an em- 
baffy, the majefly of the Eaflern' Emperor ; but 
when he underflood that his agents had been 
banilhed, imprifoiied, and at length chafed away 
witli deferved ignominy, John prepared to alfert, , 
by arms, the injiiflice of his claims. In fuch 
a caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodofius 
ffiould have marched in perfon : but the young 
Emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians, 
from fo rafli and hazardous a defgn ^ and the 
condudl of the Italian expedition was prudently 
entrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who 
had already fignalized their valour againfl the 
Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius ffiould 
embark with the infantry; whilfl Afpar, at the 
head of the cavalry, condudted Placidia, and her 
fon Valentinian, along the fea-coafl of the Ha- 
driatic. The march of the cavalry was performed 
with flich adtive diligence, that they furprifed, 
without refiflance, the important city of Acpii- 
leia ; when the hopes of Afpar were unexpeetediy 

con- 
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confounded by the intelligence, that a ftorm had c H A p. 
difperfed the Imperial fleet; and that his father, 
with only two gallies, was taken and carried a 
prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in- 
cident, unfortunate as it might feem, facilitated 
the conqueft of Italy, Ardaburius employed, 
or abided, the courteous freedom which he was 
permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops 
a fenfe of loyalty and gratitude ; and, as foon as 
the conljdracy was ripe for execution, he invited, 
by private meflages, and prefled the approach of, 

Afpar, A fliepherd, whom the popular credulity 
transformed into an angel, guided the Eafteni 
cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought, an im- 
paffable road, through the moralfes of the Po ; 
the gates of Ravenna, after a fliort ftruggle, 
were thrown open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was 
delivered to the mercy, or rather fo the cruelty, 
of the conquerors. His right hand was firft cut 
ofl*; and, after he had been expofed, mounted 
on an als, to the public dcnfion, John w'as be- 
headed in the circus of Aquileia. The Emperor 
Theodofius, when he received the news of the 
vidlory, interrupted the hoile-races ; and ling- 
ing, as he marched through the flreets, a fuit- 
able pfalm, conducted his people from the Hip- 
podrome to the church, where he Ijaent the re- 
mainder of the day in grateful devotion 

^ For thefe revolutions of the Weftern empire, confult Olyiii- 
plodor. apud Phot. p. 19a, 193. 196, 197. aoo. Sozomen, Lix. 
c. 16. Socrates, 1. vii. 43, 24. Philoftorgius, I. xii. c. 10, ii, .ind 
Godefroy, DiiTertat. p. 486. Procopius, de Belt Vandal. 1. i. c. 3. 
p. i8a, 183. Theophanes, in Chronograph. p. 7Z, 73, and the Chro- 
nicles. 
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c H A p. In a monarchy, which, according to various 
xxxiii. precedents, might be confidered as eledlive, or 
Valenti- hereditary, or patrimonial, it was impoffible that 
nianiii. the intricate claims of female and collateral fuc- 
ceflion lliould be clearly defined ; and Theo- 
Weft, dofiiis, by the right of confanguinity or coii- 
43^^55. might have reigned the foie legitimate 

Emperor of the Romans. Ip’or a moment, per- 
haps, his eyes were dazzled by the profpe^t of 
unbounded fway j but his indolent temper gra- 
dually acquiefced in the didlates of found policy. 
He contented iiirafelf with the pofieflion of the 
Eaft; and wifely relinquifiied the laborious tailc 
of waging a diftant and doubtful war againft the 
Barbarians beyond the Alpsj or of fecuring the 
obedience of the Italians and Africans, who.fe 
minds were alienated by the irreconcileable dif- 
ference of language and intereft. Inftead of 
liilening to the voice of ambition, Theodofius 
refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand- 
father, and to feat his coufin Valentinian on the 
throne of the Weft, The royal infiint was dif- 
tinguifiied at Conftantinople by the title of Nobi- 
Itffimus : he was promoted, before his departure 
from Theffalonica, to the rank and dignity of 
Caifar; and, after the conqueft of Italy, the pa- 
trician Heliqn, by the authority of Theodofius, 
and in the prefence of the fenate, fainted Valen- 

See Grotius tie Jure Belli et Pads, l.ii, c. 7. : He has labori- 
oufly, but vainly, attempted to form a reasonable fyftem of jurif- 
prudence, from the various and difcordant modes of royal futcei- 
fion, which have been introduced by fraud ot foi-cc, by tune or 
accident. 


tinian 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


7 

tinian the. third by the name of Augiiftus, and c h A p. 
folemnly in veiled him with the diadem, and the 
Imperial purpled By the agreement of the 
three females who governed the Roman world, 
the fon of Placidia was betrothed to Endoxia, 
the daughter of Theodohus and Athenais ; and, 
as foon as the lover and his bride had attained 
the age of puberty, this honourable alliance was 
faithfully accomplillied. At the fame time, as a 
compenfation, perhaps, for the expen ces of the 
war, the Wellern lilyricum was detached from 
the Italian dominions, and yielded to the throne 
of Conllantinople ^ The Emperor of the Ball 
acquired the ufeful dominion of tlie rich and ma- 
ritime province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous 
fovereignty of Pannonia and Noricurn, which 
had been hlied and ravaged above twenty years, 
by a promifcuous crowd of Huns, Odrogoths, 

Vandals, and Bcvvarians, Theodolius and Va- 
lentinian continued to refpe6l the obligations of 
their public and domeftic alliance ; but the unity 
of the Roman government w^as finally diflblved. 

By a politive declaration, the validity of all 
future laws was limited to the dominions of their 
peculiar author ; unlefs he dr ould think proper 
to communicate them, fubfcribed with his own 

® The original writers are not agreed (lee Muratori, Annali 
d’ltalia, tom- iv. p. 139.) whether Valeiitmian received the Imperial 
diadem at Rome or Ravenna. In this uncertainty, I am willing to 
believe, that fome refpedl was fliewn to the fenate. 

® The Count de Buat (Hift. des Peoples de iTurope, tom. vii. 
p. 29a — 300.) has eltablifhed the reality, explained the motives, and 
traced the confequences of this remarkable ceffion. 

B 4 
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CHAP, hand, for the approbation of his inclependcBt 
colleagues 

Admini- V alentiniaii, when he received the title of A ii - 
ftratiou of guilus, was HO more than fix years of age : and 

lusmother ® i ° t 

Pkcidia, his loiig minority was entrulled to the guardian 

A.D. care of a mother, who might affert a female 

42r5 450- fucceffion of the Weftem empire. 

Piacidia envied^ but Ihe could not equal, the 
reputation and virtues of the wife and lifter oft 
Theodofius 5 the elegant genius of Eiidocia, the 
wile ■ and fuccefsful policy of Pulcheria. The 
mother of Valentiniaii was jealous of the power 
which Ihe was incapable of exercifing®; llie 
reigned twenty-five years, in the name of her fonj 
and the charadler of that unworthy Emperor gra- 
dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Piacidia 
had enervated his youth by a difiblute education, 
and ftudioufly diverted his attention from every 
manly and honourable purfuit. Amidft the de- 
cay of military fpirit, her armieswere coinmanded 

’ See the firfl: Novel of Theodofius, by which he ratifies and com* 
municates (AJ). 438.) the Theodofian Code. About forty years 
before that time, the unity of legiflation had been proved by an excep- 
tion. The Jews, who were numerous in the cities of Apulia and 
Calabria, produced a law of the Eaft to juftify their exemption from 
municipal offices (Cod. Theod. 1 . xvl. tit. viii. leg. 13.}; and the 
Weftern Emperor was obliged to invalidate, by a fpecial edidl, the 
law, quam conftat meis partibus efle damnofam. Cod. Theod. 1 . xi. 
tit. i. leg. 158. 

’’Caffiodorius (Varior. l.xi. Epift. I. p. 338.) has compared the 
regencies of Piacidia and Ainalafuntha. He arraigns the'weaknefs 
of the mother of Valentinian, and praifes the virtues of his royal 
miftrefs. ^ On this occafion, flattery feeins to have fpoken the lan- 
guage of truth. 

by 
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by two generals, JEtius® and Boniface/^,, wlio c H A P. 
may be deiervedly named as the lall of tbe 
Eomans. Their union might have fupported a Her two 
iinking empire : their difcord was the fatal and ^^yais, 
immediate caule of the lois 01 Africa. Xne m- Boniface, 
vaiion and defeat of Attila have immortalized the 
fame of ^Etinsj and though time has thrown 
a fliade over the exploits of his rival, the defence 
of Marfcelles, and the deliverance of Africa, 
atteil tlie military talents of Count Boniface. 

In the field of battle, in partial encounters, in 
lingle combats, be was ftill the terror of the Bar- 
barians : the clergy, and particularly his friend 
Auguftin, were edified by the Chriflian piety 
which bad once tempted him to retire from the ’ 
world ; the people applauded his fpotlefs integ- 
rity ; the array dreaded his equal and inexorable 
juftice, which may be difplayed in a very lingular 
example. A peafant, who complained of the 
criminal intimacy between his wdfe and a Gothic 
foldier, was directed to attend his tribunal the fol- 
lowing day : in the evening the count, who had 

5 Philoftorgius, l.xii. c. la. and Godefroy’s Dlflertat. p. 493, &c. j 
and Renatus Frigerldus, apud Gregor. Turon, 1 . ii. c. S. in tom. ii, 
p. 163. The father of JEtius was Gaudentius, an illuftrious citizen 
of the province of Scythia, and mafter-general of the cavalry : his 
mother was a rich and noble Italian. From his earlieft youth, jffiitins, 
as a foldier and a hoftage, had converfed with the Barbarians. 

For the charailer of Boniface, fee Olympiodorus, apud Phot, 
p. 196.; and St. Auguftin. apud Tillemont, Memoires Ecclef. tom.xiii. 
p. 712—715. 886. The Bilhop of Hippo at length deplored the fall 
of his friend, who, after a folemn vow of chaftity, had married a 
fecond wife of the Arian fedl, and who was fulpefted of keeping feveral 
concubines in his houfe. 

. dili- 
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diligently informed himfelf of the time and 
place of the affignation, mounted his horfe, rode 
ten miles into the country, furprifed the guilty 
couple, piiniflied the foldier with inftant death, 
and filenced the complaints of the hulbaiid, by 
prefenting him, the next morning, with the head 
of the adulterer. The abilities of H^tiiis and 
Boniface might have been iifefully employed 
againft the public enemies in feparate and im- 
portant commands j but the experience of their 
paft conduct Ihould have decided the real favour 
and confidence of the Emprefs Placidia. In the 
melancholy feafon of her exile and diftrefs, Boni- 
face alone had maintained her caufe with un- 
fliaken fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of 
Africa had effentially contributed to extinguifli . 
the rebellion. The fame rebellion had been fup- 
ported by the zeal and activity of ^tius, who 
brought an army of fixty thoufand Huns from 
the Danube to the confines of Italy, for the fer- 
vice of the ufurper. The untimely death of John 
compelled him to accept an advantageous treaty; 
but he ftill continued, the fubjedt and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a 
treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed by liberal 
gifts, and more liberal promifes. But Aitius 
pofiefied an advantage of lingular moment in 
a female reign : he was prefent : he befieged, 
with artful and afliduous flattery, the palace of 
Kavenna ; difguifed his dark defigns with the 
mafk of loyalty and friendfliip ; and at length 

deceived 
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deceived botli his miftrels and his abfent rival, c H A P. 
by a fiibtle confpiracy, which a weak woman, 
and a* brave man, could not ealily fufpe6l. He Error and 
fecretly perfuaded “ Placidia to recal Boniface 
from the government of Africa ; he fecretly ad-^m Africa, 
vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons; 
to the one, he reprefen ted the other as a fentence 
of death ; to the other, he Hated the refufal as a 
hgnal of revolt; and when the credulous and un- 
falpe6lfal count had armed the province in his 
defence, ^tiiis applauded his fagacity in fore- 
feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate enquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reflored a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic ; but 
the arts of ^tius Hill continued to betray and 
to inflame, and the count was urged, by perfe- 
cution, to embrace the moft defperate councils. 

The fuccefs with which he eluded or repelled the 
firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence, 
that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri- 
cans, he fliould be able to witliHand the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whole 
military charadter it was impoflible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitation, the laft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic, King of the Vandals, with the pro- 

■ ” Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. L i. c. 3, 4. p. 18a — 18A) relates the 
fraud of .ffiltius, the revolt of Boniface, and the lots of Africa.- This 
anecdote, which is fupported fay fome collateral teftmiony(iee Ruinaix 
Hift. Perfecut. Vandal, p. 420, 421.) feems agreeable to the practice 
of ancient and modern courts, and would be naturally revealed by the 
repentance of Boniface. 

. ])ofaI 
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CHAP, pofal of a alliance, and the oder of an ad- 
xxxiii. vantageons and perpetual fettlement. 

He invites After the retreat of the Goths, the authority 
the Van- of Honorius had obtained a precarious eftablifli- 
nient in Spain ; except only in the province of 
Gallicia, where the Siievi and the Vandals had 
fbrtihed their camps, in mutual difcord, andhof- 
tiie independence. The Vandals prevailed; and 
their adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian 
liills, between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach 
of Count Alien us compelled, or rather provoked, 
the vidlorious Barbarians to remove the fcene of 
the war to the plains of Boetica. The rapid pro- 
grefs of the Vandals foon required a more effec- 
tual oppofition; and the mailer-general Caffcinus 
marched againfl them with a numerous array of 
Homans and Goths. Vanqiiilhed in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with diflionour to 
Tarragona ; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefen ted as the punifliment, was moll 
probably the effedt of his ralh prefumption 
Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the pi’ey, of the ferocious conquerors ; and 
the veffels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might ealily tranfport them to the 
ifles of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spanilh 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 

” See the Chronicles of Profper and Idatius. Salvian (de Guber- 
nat.'Del, 1. vii. p.a46. Paris, 1608.) afcribes the vidory of the Van- 
dals to their fuperior piety. They fafted, they prayed, they carried 
a Bible in the front of the Hoft, with the defign, perhaps, of reproach- 
ipg the perfidy and lacrilege of tlieir enemies. 


expe- 
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experience of navigation, and perhaps the pro- c HAP* 
fpe6t of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to ac- 
cept the invitation which they received from 
Count Boniface j and the death of Gonderic 
ferved only to forward and animate the bold ep- 
terprife. In the room of a prince not confpi- 
cuous for any fuperior powers of the mind or 
body, they acquired his baftard brother, the 
terrible Genferic^^ j a name, which, in the de- Genferic 
flrudtion of the Eoman empire, has deferved an 
equal rank with the names of Alaric and Attila. 

The King of the Vandals is defcribed to have 
been of a middle llatiire, with a lamenefs in one 
leg, which he had contra6led by an accidental 
fall from his horfe. His flow and cautious fpeech 
feldom declared the deep purpofes of his foul ; 
he difdained to imitate the luxury of the van- 
quiflied j but he indulged the fterner paffions 
of anger and revenge. The ambition of Gen- 
feric was without bounds, and without fcniples; 
and the warrior could , dexteroufly employ the 
dark engines of policy to Iblicit the allies who 
might be ufeful to his fnccels, or to fcatter 
among his enemies the feeds of hatred and con- 
tention. Almofl in the moment of his departure 
he was informed, that Hennanric, King of the 
Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanifli ter- 

Gizericus (his name is varioully exprelTed) ftatura mediocris et 
equi cafu claudicans, animo profundus, fermone rarus luxuriae con- 
temptor, Ira turbidus habendh cupidus, ad folicitandas ^ntes providen- 
tlffimus, femina contentionum jacere, odia mifcere paratus. Jornan- 
des, de Rebus Geticisj c. 33. p. 657. This portrait, which is drawn 
with fome Ml and a ftrong likencfs, xnuft have been copied from the 
Gothic hiftoiy of Cafiiodorius. , ^ 

ritories, 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


14 

c H A P. J^itories, which he was refolved to abandon. 

of the infult, Genferic purfued the 
hafly retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida; 
precipitated the King and his army into the river 
Anas, and calmly returned to the fea-lliore, to 
He lands embark his vi6loriQus troops. The veffels which 
A.^™a9. ti’anfported the Vandals over the modern Streights 
May; of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth, w^ere furniflied by the Spaniards, who 
anxioLidy wiihed their departure; and by the 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable affiftance 'h 

.and re- Oiu* fancy, fo loog accuftomed to exaggerate 
and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
A. D.4a9. that feemed to ilTue from the North, will per- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muftered on the coaft of Mauri- 
tania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
iinitedunder the command of their Warlike King; 
and he reigned with equal authority ov'er the 
Alani, who had pafTed, within the term of human 
life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceffive 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation ; and many defperate 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 

See the Chronicle of Idatius. That bllhop, a Spaniard and a 
contemporary) places the paflage of the Vandals in the month of Ma)', 
of the year of Abraham (which commences in Odiober) 3444, This 
date, which' coincides with A. D. 439, is confirmed by Ifidore, an- 
other Spanifh bifhop, and is juftly preferred to the opinion of thofe 
writers, who have marked for that event, one of the tvi-o preceding 
years. See Pagi Critica, tom. ii. p. aoj, &c. . 
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bv the fame means which had occafioned their chap. 
ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted 
only to fifty thoufand effe6tive men; and though 
Genferic artfully magnified his apparent ftrength, 
by appointing eighty chilmxJis, or commanders 
of thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old men, 
of children, and of flaves, would fcarcely have 
fwelled his army to the number of fourfcore 
thoufand perfons *^ But his own dexterity, 
and the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified 
the Vandal powers, by the acceffion of nu- 
merous and a6live allies. The parts of Mauri- The 
tania, which border on the great defert, and ^ 
the Atlantic ocean, were filled with a fierce 
and untra(£table race of men, whofe favage 
temper had been exafperated, rather than re- 
claimed, by their dread of the Roman arms. 

The wandering Moors as they gradually ven- 
tured to approach the fea-fliore, and the camp 
of the Vandals, muft have viewed with terror 
and aftonifliment the drefs, the armour, the 
martial pride and difcipline of the unknown 
ftrangers who had landed on their coaftj and 

’’ Compare Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 5. p. 190-) and 
Viiftor Vitenfis (de Perfecurione Vandal. 1 . i. c. i. p. 3. edit. Rui- 
nart). We are afiured by Tdatius, that Genferic evacuated Spain, 
cum Vandalls omnibus familiis; and Poffidius (in Vit. 

Auguftin. c. 38. apud Ruinart, p.437.) defcribes his army as manus 
ingens immanium gentium Vandalorum et Alanorum, commixtam 
fecum habens Gothorum gentem, allarumque diverfarum perfonas. 

For the manners of the Moors, fee Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 

1 . ii. c. 6. p. 349 -) J for their figure and complexion, M. de BufFon 
(Hiftoire Naturelle, tom. iii. p. 430.). Procopius fays in general, that 
the Moors had joined the Vandals before the death of Valent inian (de 
BelLVandal. I. i, c. 5. p.190.); and it is probable, that the independent 
tribes did not embrace any uniform fyftem of policy. 

the 
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tke fair complexions of the blue-eyed warriors 
of Germany formed a very lingular contrail 
with the fvvarthy or olive hue, which is derived 
from the neighbourhood of the torrid zone. 
After the lirft difficulties had in Ibme meafure 
been removed, which arofe from the mutual 
ignorance of their relpedlive language, the 
Moors, regardlefs of any future confequence, 
embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome ; 
and a crowd of naked favages rallied from the 
woods and vailies of Moutit Atlas, to fatiate 
their revenge on the polillied tyrants, who had 
iniurioully expelled them from the native fove- 
reignty of the land. 

The perfecution of the Donatids"' was ati 
event not lefs favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. Seventeen years before he landed 
in Africa, a public conference was held at 
Carthage, by the order of tlie magiftrate. 
The Catholics were fatished, that, after the 
invincible reafons which they had alleged, the 
obdinacy of the fchifmatics mud be inexcul- 
able and voluntary ; and the Emperor Honorius 
was perfuaded to indi6l the mod rigorous 
penalties on a fa^ion, which bad fo long 
abided his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred bilhops"'®, wdth many thoufaiids of the 
inferior clergy were torn from their churches, 

See Tlllemont, Meraoires Ecclef. tom. xili. p. 516 — 558.5 and 
the wliole feries of the perfecution, in the original njonuments, pub-- 
lifhed by Dupin at the end of Optatus, p. 3^3— 515. 

TheDonatift biihops, at the conference of Carthage, amounted to 
479; and they aflerted, that their whole number was not lefs than 400. 
The Catholics had a86 prefentj lao abfent, beficles fixty-four vacant 

Kiftinwifs, 
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ftripped oftheirecclefiafticalpofreffionSjbamfhed c H a i\ 
to tile iflands, and profcribed by the laws, if they ■ 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations, both 
in cities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife of religious 
worlhip. A regular fcale of fines, from ten to 
two hundred pounds of filver, was curioufly 
afcertained, according to the dillindtions of rank 
and fortune, to punifh the crime of affifting at a 
fchifmatic conventicle; and if the fine had been, 
levied five times, without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the ofi'ender, his future punifliment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court By 
thefe feverities, which obtained the warmeft ap- 
probation of St. Auguflin % great numbers of 
Donatifis were reconciled to the Catholic church ; 
but the fanatics, who ftill perfevered in their op- 
pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpair; 
the diflra^ted country was filled with tumult and 
bloodflied ; the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves, 
or againft their adverfaries; and the calendar of 

The fifth title of the fixteenth book of the Theodofian Code, 
exhibits a feries of the Imperial laws againft the Donatifts, from the 
year 400 to the year 428. Of thefe the 54th law, promulgated by 
{lonorius, A.D. 414, is the moft fevere and efiedlual. 

*° St. Auguftin. altei-ed his opinion with regard to the proper 
treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul- 
gence for the Manichjeans, has been inferted by Mr. Hocke (vol. iii. 
p. 469.) among the choice fpecimens of his common-pjace book. 

Another philofopher, the celebrated Bayle ' (tom. ii. p. 445 — ^496.) 
has refuted, with fuperfluous diligence and ingenuity, the argu- 
ments, by which the Bilhop of Hippo juftified, in his bid age, the 
perfecution of the Donatifts- 
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martyrs received on both tides a coniiderable aug- 
mentation''. Under thefe circumtlances, Gen- 
feric, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the orthodox 
communion, fhewed himfelf to the Donatifts as a 
powerful deliverer, from whom they might reafon- 
ably expedl the repeal of the odious andoppreffive 
edidls of the Roman emperors The con(|ueft 
of Africa w^as facilitated by the adlive zeal, or the 
fecret favour, of a domeftic fadtion ; the wanton 
outrages againft the churches and the clergy, of 
which the Vandals are accufed, may be fairly 
imputed to the fanaticifm of their allies; and the 
intolerant fpirit, which difgraced the triumph of 
Chriflianity, contributed to the lofs of the moR 
important province of the Weft 

The court and the people were aftoniflied 
by the ftrange intelligence, that a virtuous hero, 
after fo many favours, andfo many fervices, had 
renounced his allegiance, and invited the Barba- 


See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 586 — 592. 806. 
The Donatifts boafted of thoufands of thefe voluntary martyrs. 
Auguftin allerts, and probably with truth, that thefe iiumbci's 
were much exaggei-ated ; but he fternly maintains, that it was 
better that fame fliould burn themfelves in this world, than that all 
ihould burn in hell flames. 

• According to St. Auguftin and Theodoret, the Donatifts were 
inclined to the principles, or a;t leaftto the party, of the -A-ians, which 
Genferic fupported. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom, vi. p. 68. 

"'•5 See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 428. N' 7, A. D. 439, 
N® 35. The Cardinal, though more inclined to feek the caufe of great 
events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent con- 
neiftlonof the Vandals and the Donatifts. tinder the reign of the 
Barbarians, the fchifraatics of Africa enjoyed an obfeure ]:eace of one 
hundred years ; at the end of which, we may again trace them by 
the light of the Imperial perfecutions. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. va. p. 19*# &c. 
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rians to deftroy the province entrufted to his 
command. The friends of Boniface, who ftili 
believed that his criminal behaviour might be 
excufed by fome honourable motive, folicited, 
during the abfence of j^Etius, a free conference 
with the Count of Africa; and Darius, an officer 
of high diftin6lion, was named for the important 
embaffy In their firft interview at Carthage, 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained ; the oppofite letters of ^tius were pro- 
duced and compared; and the fraud was eadly 
detected. Placidia and Boniface lamented their 
fatal error; and the Count had fufficient magna- 
nimity to confide in the forgivenefs of his fove- 
reign, or to expofe his head to her future refent- 
ment. His repentance was fervent and fincere; 
but he foon difcovered, that it w^as no longer in 
his power to reftore the edifice which he had 
fliaken to its foundations. Carthage, and the 
Roman garrifons, returned with their general to 
the allegiance of Yalentinian ; but the reft of 
Africa was ftill diftra^led with war and faction 5 
and the inexorable King of the Vandals, difdain- 
ing all terms of accommodation, fternly refufedto 
relinquifli the poffeffion of his prey. The band 
of veterans, who marched under the ftandard of 


c 


In a confidential letter to Count Boniface, St. Auguftin, without 
examining the grounds of the quarrel, pioufly exhorts him to difi. 
charge the duties of a Chnftian and a fubjedt ; to extricate himfelf 
without delay from his dangerous and guilty fituation ; and even, if 
he could obtain the- confent of his wife, to embrace a life of celibacy 
and penance (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 890). The 
Biihop was intimately connected with Darias, the minifter of peace 
(Id. tom, xiii. p, 9 ak). 

c 2 Boniface, 
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CHAP. Boniface, and his hafly levies ofprovincialtroops^ 
were defeated with confiderable lofs : the vidfco- 
rioLis Barbarians infulted the open country; and 
Carthage, Cirta, and Hippo Regius, were the only 
cities that appeared to rife above the general 
inundation. 

Deibktlon The long and narrow tra6l of the African coaft 

•f Africa. fVec^uent monuments of Roman 

art and magnificence; and the refpe6tive degrees 
of improvement might be accurately meafured 
by the diftance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean. A fimple refle6lion will imprefs every 
thinking mind with the cleareft idea of fertility 
and cultivation i the country was extremely po- 
pulous ; the inhabitants referved a liberal fub- 
fhlence for their own ufe ; and the annual ex- 
portation, particularly of wheat, was fo regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deferved the name of 
the common granary of Rome and of mankind.. 
On a fudden, the feven fruitful provinces, from 
Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the 
invafion of the Vandals ; whofe dedrudlive rage 
has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity', religious zeal, and extravagant declama- 
tion. . War, in its fairefl form, implies a perpe- 
tual violation of humanity and juftice ; and the 
lioff ilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which in ceffantly difturbs their 
peaceful and domeftic fociety. The Vandals, 
where they found relifiance, feldom gave quarter ; 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were 
expiated by the ruin of the cities under whofe 
walls they had fallen. Carelefs of the diftin^ions 
I'l of 
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of age,or fex, orrank, , they employed everyfpecies c H A p. 
of indignityand torture, to force from the captives 
A difcovery of their hidden wealth. The ftern 
policy of Genferic juftified his frequent examples 
of military execution : he was not always the 
matter of his own paffions, or of thofe of his fol- 
lowers ; and the calamities of war were aggra- 
vated by the licentioufnefs of the Moors, and the 
fanaticifm of the Donatifts. Yet I fiiall not 
eafily be perfuaded, that it was the common prac- 
tice of the Vandals to extirpate the olives, and 
other fruit-trees, of a country where they intend- 
ed to fettle ; nor can I believe that it was a iifual 
Rratagem to daughter great numbers of tlieir 
prifoners before the walls of a befieged city, for 
the foie purpofe of infedting the air, and pro- 
ducing a peftilence, of which they themfelves 
muft have been the firll vidlims 
The generous mind of Count Boniface was tor- Siege of 
tured by the exquifite diftrefs of beholding the 
ruin which he had occafioned, and whofe rapid May. 
progrefs he was unable to cheek. After the lofs 
of a battle, he retired into Hippo Regius ; where 
he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who 
confidered him as the real bulwark of Africa. 

The original complaints of the defolation of Africa are con- 
tained, I. In a letter from Capreolus, Bifliop of Carthage, to excufe 
his abfence from the council of Ephefus (ap. Ruinart, p. 4a 9 .). a. In 
the life of St. Auguftin, by his friend and colleague Poflidius (ap. 

Ruinart, p. 4*7.). 3. In the Hiftory of the Vandalic Perfecution, by 
Vi(ftor Vitenfis (1. i. c. i, a, 3. edit. Ruinart). The laft pi<Slure which 
was drawn fixty years after the event, is more exprefRve of the au- 
thor’s paffions than of the truth of fadls. ■ 
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The maritime colony of IIipjpo^% about two huH'” 
dred miles weftward of Carthage, had formerly 
acquired the dillinguilhing epithet of M-egmSs 
from the relidence of Numidian kings 5 and feme 
remains of trade and popiiloufnefs ftill adhere to 
the modern city, which is known in Europe 
by the corrupted name of Bona. The military 
labours, and anxious refle61,ions, of Count Boni- 
face, w^ere alleviated by the edifying converfa- 
tion of his friend St. Auguftih^ '; till that bilhop, 
the light and pillar of the Catholic church, was 
gently releafed, in the third month of the fiege, 
and in the feventy-fixth year of his age, from the 
adtual and the impending calamities of his coun- 
try. The youth of Aiiguflin had been frained 
by the vices and errors which he fo ingentioiifly 
confelfes ; but from the moment of his conver- 
lion to that of his death, the manners of the 
Bilhop of Hippo were pure and auftere: and the 
moll conljaiciious of his virtues was an ardent 
zeal agaiiiR heretics of every denomination ; the 
Manichmans, the Donatills, and the Pelagians, 
againll whom he waged a perpetual controverly. 

See Cellmus, Geograph. Antiq. tom. it. part ii. p. ii3. Leo 
African, in Ramufio, tom. i, fol; 70. L’Afrique de Marmol. tom. iir 
p. 434. 437. Shaw’s Travels, p. 46, 47 * The old Hippo Regius 
was finally deftroyed by the Arabs in the feventh century 1 but a 
new town, at tiie diftance of two miles, was built with the 
materials; and it contained, in the fixteeath century, about three 
hundred families of induftrious, but tutbulent, manufadlurers. The 
adjacent territory is renowned for a pure air, a fertile foil, and plenty 
of exquifite fruits. 

, The life of St. Auguftin, fay Tillemont, fills a quarto volume 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii.) of more than one thoufand pages; and the 
diligence of that learned Janfenift was excited, on this occafion, by 
famous and devout zeal for the founder of his fedi. 

- 
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When the city, feme months after his death, was 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately 
faved, which contained his voluminous writings*, 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifes on theological fubje6ts, belides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel, 
and a copious magazine of epiftles and honiilies*^. 
According to the judgment of the moll impartial 
critics, the fuperticial learning of Auguftin was 
confined to the Latin language*® ; and his ftyle, 
though ibmetimes animated by the eloquence of 
pafiion, is ufually clouded by falfe and aifedted 
rhetoric. But he poflefied a Itrong, capacious, 
argumentative mindj he boldly founded the dark 
abyfs of grace, predeftination, free-will, and 
original fin; and the rigid fyflem of Chriftianity 
which he framed or reftored has been enter- 

Such at leaft is the account of Vi£tor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. 
Vandal. 1 . i. e. 3.) ; though Gennadius feems to doubt whether any 
petfon had read, or even colledled, all the works of St. Auguftin 
hee Hleronym, Opera, tom. i. p. 319. in Catalog. Scrjptor. Ecclef.}. 
They have been repeatedly printed ; and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ec- 
clef. tom.iii. p. 158 — 257.) has given a large and fatisfadlory abftradl 
of them, as they ftand in the laft edition of the Benedicftines. My 
perfonal acquaintance with the Bilhop of Hippo does not extend be- 
yond the Confejfions and the City of God> 

-5 In his early youth (Confeff. i. 14.) St. AugulHn difliked and 
negle( 3 ;ed the ftudy of Greek ; and he frankly owns that he read the 
Platonifts in a Latin verfion (CohfeiT. vii. 9.). Some modern critics 
have thought, that his ignorance of Greek difqualified him from ex- 
pounding the Scriptures j and Cicero or Quintilian would have 
required the knowledge of that language in a profelTor of rhetoric. 

Thefe queftions were feldom agitatedi from the time of 
St. Paul to that of St. Auguftin. I am informed that the Greek fa- 
thers maintain the natural fentiments of the Semi-pelagians ; and that 
the orthodoxy of St. Auguftin was derived from the Manichmah 
fchool. 

C 4; 
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CHAP, tained, with public applaufe, and fecret reliiG® 
tance, by the Latin church 

Defeat and By tlic Ikill of Bouiface, and perhaps by the 

retreat of ignofance of the Vandals, the hege of Hippo 
A.D. 43£. was protracted above fourteen months : the lea 
was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine, 
the beliegers themfelves were compelled by fa- 
mine to relinquilh their enterprife. The im- 
portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt 
by the regent' of the Weft. Placidia implored 
the aftiftance of her eaftern ally; and the Italian 
fleet and army were reinforced by Afpar, who 
failed from Conftantinople with a powerful arma- 
ment. As foon as the force of the two empires 
was united under the command of Boniface, he 
boldly marched againft the Vandals ; and the 
lofs of a fecond battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of Africa. He embarked with the precipi- 
tation of deljpair; and the people of Hippo were 
permitted, with their families and efteCls, to 
occupy the vacant place of the foldiers, the great- 
eft part of whom were either flain or made pri- 
foners by the Vandals, The Count, whofe fatal 

'j’jie clmrcli of Rome has canonlfed Auguftin, and reprobated 
Calvin. Yet as the real difference between them is invilible even to 
a theological microfcope, the Molinifts are oppreffed by the autho- 
rity of the faint, and the Janfenlfts are difgraced by their refemblance 
to the heretic. In the meanwhile the Proteftant Arminians hand 
aloof, and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputants (fee a curi- 
ous Review of the Controverfy, by Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Univerfelle, 
tom. xiv. p. 144-7-398.). Perhaps a reafoner hill more independent, 
may fmile in his turn, when he perufes an Arminian Commentary on 
Ihe Epiftle to the Romans. ^ 

credulity 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 25 

credulity had wounded the vitals of the republic, c H A P. 
might enter the palace of Ravenna with fome 
. anxiety, which was foon removed by the fmiles 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude 
the rank of patrician, and the dignity of mafter- 
general of the Roman armie's ; hut he mull have 
bliiihed at the light of thofe medals, in which he 
was reprefented with the name and attributes of 
victory Thedifcoveryofhisfraud,thedif- 
pleafure of the Emprefs, and the dillinguiflied 
favour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and 
perfidious foul of JEtius. He hallily returned 
from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather 
with an army, of Barbarian followers ; and fuch 
was the weaknefs of the government, that the ' 
two generals decided their private quarrel in a 
bloody battle. Boniface was fuccefsfiil j but he 
received in the conflict a mortal wound from the 
Ipear of his adverfary, of which he expired within His 4eath, 
a few days, in fuch Chriftian and charitable fen- 
timents, that he exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs 
of Spain, to accept ^tius for her lecond huf- 
band. But iEtius could not derive any imme- 
diate advantage from the generofity of his dying' 
enemy ; he was proclaimed a rebel by the jullice 
of Placidia; and though he attempted to defend 

Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 67. On one fide, the head of 
Valentinian; on the reverfe, Boniface, with a fcourge in one hand, 
and a palm in the other, ftanding in a triumphal car, which is drawn 
by four horfes, or, in another medal, by four flags; an unlucky 
emblem I I ihould doubt whether another example can be found 
of theheadof a fubjedl on the reverfe of an Inaperial medal. See 
Science des Medailles, by the Pei’e Jobert, tom. i. p. 13a — 150. edit, 
of X739, by the Baron de la Baftie. 

- i forae 
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CHAP, fome ftroBg fortreiies erected on his patrimonial 
XXXin. 0j(tatej the Imperial power foon compelled him 
to retire into Pannonia, to the tents of his laitli- 
ful Huns. The republic was deprived, by their 
mutual difcord, of the fervice of her two moil 
illuftrious champions 

Progrefs jt might naturally be expe 6 led, after the re« 
Vandals in treat of Bomface,thattheVandals would atchicve, 
Airica, without refiftaiice or delay, the conquefl of Africa. 

431-^^39. years however elapfed, from the evacua- 

tion of Hippo to the redudlion of Carthage. 
In the midft of that interval, the ambitious Gen- 
feric, in the full tide of apparent profperity, 
negociated a treaty of peace, by which he gave 
his ton Hunnerie for an hoftage ; and confented 
to leave the Weftern Emperor in the undiflurbed 
poiTeflion of the three Mauritanias This mo- 
deration, which cannot be imputed to the juilice, 
muft be afcribecl to the policy, of the conqueror. 
His throne was encompafled with domeilic ene- 
mies ; who acciifed the bafenefs of his birth, and 
afferted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the 
fons of Gonderie. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 

Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 3. p. 185.) continues the 
hiftory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. His death 
is mentioned by Profper and Marcellinus 5 the expreffion of the 
latter, that JStius, the day before, had provided himfelf with a lo7iger' 
fpear, implies fomething like a regular duel. 

See Procopius, de Bell. Vandal, I. i. c. 4. p. 186. Valeutinian 
publilhed feveral humane laws, to relieve the diftrefs of his 
Nuraidian and Mauritanian fubjeibs ; he difcharged them, in a' 
great meafure, from, the payment of their debts, reduced their 
tribute to one-eighth, and gave them a right of appeal from the 
provincial magiftrates to the prsefedl of Rome. Cod. Theodi 
tom.vi. Novell, p. iij 135 . 

facrificed 
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llicrificed to his fafety ; and thdr motlierj fee c H AP. 
widow of the deceafed Kmg,was precipitated, by 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub- 
lic difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre- 
quent confpiracies 5 and the warlike tyrant is 
hippofed to have feed more Vandal blood by the 
hand of the executioner, than in the held of bat- 
tle The con vulfions of Africa, which had 
favoured his attack, oppofed the frm eftablife- 
inent of his power ; and the various feditions of 
the Moors and- Germans, the Donatifts and 
Catholics, continually dillurbed, or threatened, 
the unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he ad- 
vanced towards Carthage, he was forced to with- 
draw his troops from the Weftern provinces j 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the Naval enter- 
prifes of the Romans of Spain and Italy j and, 
in the heart of Numidia, the ftrong inland city 
of Cortaftillperfidedin obdinate independence^®. 

Thefe difficulties were gradually fubdued by the 
fpirit, the perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen- 
feric; who alternately^ applied the arts of peace 
and war to the eftablifement of his African king- 
dom, He fubfcribed a folemn treaty, with the 
hope of deriving feme advantage from fee term 
of its continuance, and the moment of its vio- 
lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed, 
by the proteftations of friendfeip, which con- 
cealed his lioflile approach j and Carthage was at 

VitSlor Vitenlis, cie Perfecut. Vandal. I. ii. 65. p. a6. The 
cnidtios of Genfetic towards his fubjedte, are firongly exi^rclTed in 
Profper’s Chronicle, A.D. 442. , 

Poffidius, in Vit. Anguftin,c, 28. apnd Ruinart, p,4a8. 

length 
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C H A P, length furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred 
and eighty-five years after the dellrudlion of the 
,city and republic by the younger Scipio 
They fur- A new city had arifen from its ruins, with the 
thlge,^^^' a colony 5 and though Carthage might 

A.D. 439- yield to the royd prerogatives of Confiantinople, 
oaober 9. perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
fplendor of Antioch, flie ftill maintained the 
fecond rank in the Weft ; as the Rome (if we may 
I ufe the ftyle of contemporaries) of the African 
world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis 
difplayed, in a dependent condition, the image 
of a flourilhing republic. Carthage contained 
the manufadlures, the arms, and the treafures 
of the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
civil honours, gradually afcended from the pro- 
burators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftrate, who, 
with the title of proconful, reprefented the ftate 
and dignity of a confui of ancient Rome. Schools 
and gymnajia were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man- 
ners, grammar,, rhetoric, and philofophy, were 
publicly taught in the Greek andLatin languages. 


See the Chronicles of Idatlus, Ifidore, Profper, and Marcel- 
linns. They mark the fame year, but different days, for the fur- 
prifal of Carthage. 

The pidlure of Carthage, as it flourilhed in the fourth and 
fifth centuries, is taken from the Expofitio totius Mundi, p.17, 18, 
in the third volume of Hudfon’s Minor Geographers, from Aufonius 
de Claris Urbibus, p. aaS, aa9. ; and principally from Salvian, de 
Gubernatione Dei, 1 . vli. p. a57, a58. I am furprifed that the 
iVbftV/a Ihould not place either a mint, or an arfenal, at Carthage: 
but only a gynec^um, or female manufailure. 
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The buildings of Carthage were uniform and c 
magnificent : a fliady grove was planted in the 
raidft of the capital j the new port, a fecure and 
capacious harbour, was fubfervient to the com- 
mercial indullry of citizens and ftrangers ; and' 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almoftin the prefence of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country, and the 
reproach of Punic faith ftill adhered to their 
fubtle and faithlefs charadler'^V The habits of 
trade, and the abufe of kixuiy, had corrupted 
their manners; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fliamelefs practice of unnatural 
lulls, are the two abominations which excite the- 
pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the 
age The King of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people ; and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous^ freedom of Carthage 
(thefe expreffions of Vidlor are not Without ener- 
gy), was reduced by Genferic into a Hate of 

^ The anonymous author of the Expofitio totius Mundi, com- 
pares, in his barbarous Latin, the country and the inhabitants ; and, 
after ftigmatifing their want of faith, he cboly concludes, D'ifficile 
autera inter eos invenitur bonus, tamen In multis pauci boni efle 
polTunt. P. i 8 . 

He declares, that the peculiar vices of each country were col- 
leded in the fink of Carthage ( 1 . vii. p.a57.)- In the indulgence of 
vice, the Africans applauded- their manly virtue. Et illi fe magis 
virihs fortitudinis elTe crederent, qui maxime -viros . fceminel ui'us 
probrofitate fregiilenf (p. a 68 .). The ftreets of Carthage were poir 
luted by effeminate wretches, who .publicly ailumed the countenancej 
the drefs, and the charadler of women (p. 364.). If a monk appeared 
in the city, the holy man was purfued with impious fcorn and ridicule j 

deteftantibiis ridentium cachinnis ,(p. 3189.^ 

. ■ .‘i': igno« 
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CHAP, ignominious fervitude. After he had permitted 
^xxxHL^ licentious troops tofatiate their rage and ava- 
rice, he inftitiiteda more regular fyftem of rapine 
and oppreflion. An edidt was promulgated, 
which enjoined all perfons, without fraud or 
delay, to deliver their gold, fdver, jewels, and 
valuable furniture or apparel, to the royal officers j 
and the attempt to fecrete any part of their patri- 
mony, was inexorably punilhed with death and 
torture, as an a<Sb of treafon againll the Hate. 
The lands of the proconfular province, which 
formed the immediate diftridt of Carthage, were 
accurately meafured, and divided among the 
Barbarians*, and tbe conqueror referved for his 
peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byza- 
cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and 
Getulia 

African It was natural enough that Genferi c fliould hate 

exiles and thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and 
captives Qp Carthage were expofed to his jealoufy 

and refentment ; and all thofe who refufed the 
ignominious terms, which their honour and reli- 
gion forbade them to accept, were compelled by 
the Arian tyrant to embrace tbe condition of. 
perpetual banifliment. Rome, Italy, and tbe 
provinces of the Eall, were filled with a crowd 
of exiles, of fugitives, and of ingenuous captives, 
who folic ited the public compaffion *. and the 
benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, Hill preferve 
the names and misfortunes of Caeleftian and 

Compare Procopius de Beil. 'Vandal, i i* c.5. p. 189, 190.; 
and Vidior Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal, i. i. c. 4. 

15 Maria* 
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Maria The Syrian biftiop deplores the mif- chap. 
fortunes of Casleftian, who, from the ftate of 
a noble and opulent fenator of Carthage, was 
reduced, with his wife and family, and fervants, 
to beg his bread in a foreign country ; but 
he applauds the refignatipn of the Chriftiaii 
exile, and the philofophic temper, which, under 
the preffure of fiich calamities, could enjoy 
more real happinefs than was the ordinary lot 
of wealth and profperity. The ftory of Maria, 
the daughter of the magnifeent Eudaeinon, is 
lingular and intereding. In the fack of Car- 
thage, Ihe was purchafed from the Vandals by 
fome merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold 
her as a Have in their native country. A female 
attendant, tranfported in the fame flrip, and fold 
in the fame family, ftill continued to refpedb a 
miftrefs whom fortune had reduced to the com- 
mon level of fervitude ; and the daughter of 
Eudoemonreceived from her grateful affedtion the 
domeflic fervices which Ihe had once required 
from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour 
divulged the real condition of Maria, who, in the 
abfence of the Billiop of Cyrrhus, was redeemed 
from flavery by the generolity of foine fokliers • 
of the garrifon. The liberality of Theodorefc 
provided for her decent maintenance ; and die 
paffed ten months among the deaconedes of the 
church ; till die was unexpedledly informed, that 
her father, who had efcaped from the ruin of 

Ruinart (p. 444-~457.) has coIle<aed from Theodoret, and 
other authors, the misfortunes, real aad fitbulous, of the inhabitants 
bf Carthage. ■ 

Carthage, 
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CHAP. Carthage, exercifed an honourable office in oife' 
of the Weftern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was feconded by the pious bilhop : Theodoret, 
in a letter ftill extant, recommends Maria to the 
Biffiop of ^gae, a maritime city of Cilicia, which 
was frequented^ during the annual fair, by the 
veffels of the Weft 5 moft earneftly requefting, 
that his colleague would ufe the maiden with a 
tendernefs fiiitable to her birth ; and that he 
would entruft her to the care of fuch faithful 
merchants, as would efteem it a fufficient gain, 
if they reftored a daughter, loft beyond all 
human hope, to the arms of her afflicted parent.^ 
Table of Among the inlipid legends of ecclefiafticai 
fee feven hjftory, I ain tempted to diftinguilli the memo- 
rable fable of the Seven Sleepers whofe 
imaginary date correfponds with the reign of the 
younger Theodolius, and the conqueft of Africa 
by the Vandals AVhen the Emperor Deciiis 
perfecuted the Chriftians, feven noble youths of 

The choice of fabulous circumftances is of fmall importance ; yet 
1 have confined myfelf to the narrative which was tranflated from 
the Syriac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyrum, 
Li. c, 95. in Max. Bibliotheca Patrum, tom. xi. p. 856.)> to the 
Greet acRs of thfeit martyrdom (apud Photiuiri, p. 1400, 1401.), and 
to the Annals of tfie Patriarch Eutychius (tom. i. p. 391. 531J 53 a. 
535. Verf. Pecoclc). 

+> Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by Aflemanni (Bibliot. 
Oriental, tom. i. p. 336. 338.), place the refurrediion of the SeveJi 
Sleepers In the years 736 (AJD. 445.), or 748 (A,D. 437.), of the sera, 
of the Seieucides. Their Greek a<Sls, which Photius had read, 
affign the date of the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Theodofius, 
which may coincide either with A.D. 439, or 446. The period 
winch had elapfed fince the perfecution of Decius is eafily afcer- 
Sained; and nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, or 
the legendaries, cotild fuppofe an interval of three or foiir hundred 
years.' :■ • ' ■ ■ ■ 
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Ephefus concealed themfelves in a fpacious ca- c H A P. 
vernin thefide of an adjacent mountain; where ^^xxiir.^ 
they were doomed to perifli by the tyrant, who 
gave orders that the entrance fliould be firmly 
fecured with a pile of huge ftones. They imme- 
diately fell into a deep flumber, which was 
miraculoufly prolonged, without injuring the 
powers of life, during a period of one hundred 
and eighty-feven years. At the end of that time, 
the Haves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance 
of the mountain had defcended, removed the 
ftones to fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice ; 
the light of tile fun darted into tlie cavern, and 
the feven lleepers were permitted to awake. 

After a Humber, as they thought of a few hours, 
they were prefied by the calls of hunger; and 
refolved that Jamblichiis, one of their numbei% 

Hioiild fecretly return to the city, to purchafe 
bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth 
(if we may ftill employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognize the once familiar afpedt of 
his native country; and his ftirprife was increafed 
by the appearance of a, large crofs, triumphantly 
eredted over the principal gate of Ephefus. His 

lingular drefs, and obfolete language, confounded 

the baker, to whom he oftered an ancient medal 
of Decius as the current coin of the empire; 
and Jamblichus, on the fulpicion of a feoret trea- 
fure, was dragged before the judge. Their mu- 
tual inquiries produced the amazing difco very, 
that two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jam^ 
blichus and his friends had efcaped from th§ 
rage of a Pagan tyrant. The Bilhop of Ephefi;s, 

VQL. VI. D ; the 
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c H A P. the clergy, the magillrates, the people, anci, as 
it is faid, the Emperor Theodofius himfelf-^ 
hattenecl to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers j 
who bellowed their benediblionj related their 
iloiy, and at the lame inltant peaceably expired. 
The origin ' of this marvellous fable cannot be 
alcribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modern Greeks, lince the authentic tradition may 
be traced within half a century of the fuppofed 
miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian Billiop, who 
was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodofius, has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephefus Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, was tranflated from 
the Syriac into the Latin language^ by the care 
of Gregory of Tours. The bofiile communions 
of the Eall preferve their memory with equal 
reverence; and their names are honourably in- 
fcribed in the Homan, the Habyfiinian, and the 
Ptiilfian calendar Nor has their reputation 
been confined to the Chrifiian ’world. This 

James, one of the orthodox fathers of the Syrian church, was 
born A. D.45a; he began to compofe his fermons A. D. 474: he 
was made Bifliop of BatnEe, in the diftridl of Sarug, apd province 
of Mefopotamla, A.D. 519, and died A. D. 531. (Affemanni, 
tojTi, i. p. 388, 389.) For the homily de Pueris Eplxfmis, fee 
P* 335— 339*: though I could' wlih that Afferaanni had tranflated 
the text of James of Sarug, inftead of anfwering the objedtions of 
Bai-onius. 

See the A8:a Smitfoj-awi of the Bollandifts, (Menfis Julil, tom. iv. 
P* 37^~^3970* This immenfe calendar of faints, in one liundred 
and twenty-fix years (1644— 1770.), and in fifty voliiines in folio, 
, has advanced no farther than the 7th day of Odober. The fuppref- 
fion of the. Jefuits has moft probably checked an undertaking, ^which, 
throtlgh the medium of fable and fuperltkion, communicates much 
hiftorical and philofophical inftrudion. 

‘ popular 
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popular tale, which Mahomet might learn when, c i-i A p. 
lie drove his camels to the fairs of Syria, is intro- 
rluced, as' a divine revelation, into the Koran 
The ftoryof the Seven Sleepers has been adopted, 

.and adorned, by the nations, from Bengal to 
Africa, who profefs the Mahometan religion 5, 
and fome veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been 
difcoveved in the remote extremities of Scan- 
dinavia This eafy and iiniverfal belief, fo 
expreffive of - the fenfe of mankind, may be 
afcribed to the genuine merit of the fable itfelf. 

We imperceptibly advance from youth to age, 
without obferving the gradual, but inceifant, 
change of human affairs ; and even in our larger 
experience of hiftory, the imagination is accuf- 
tomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes and effedls, 
to unite the moll diftant revolutions. But if the 
interval between two memorable aeras could be , 
inftantly annihilated; if it were poffible, after a 
momentary dumber of two hundred years, to 

See Maracci Alcoran. Sura xwii. tom. H. p. 430-— 4 a 7 > and tom. i. 
part iv. p. 103. With fuch an ample privilege, Mahomet has not 
Ihewn much tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the dog (A 1 P.akini) 
of the Seven Sleepers ; the refpecSl of the fun, who altered his courfe 
twice a clay, that he might Ihine into the cavern; and the care of 
■God himfelf, who preferred their bodies from putrefadiion, by turn- 
ing them to the right and left. 

See D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque OrientaIe,p. 139. ; and Rehaudot, 

Hift, Patriarch. Alexandria, p. 39, 40. 

Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (de Gellis Langobardorum, !. i. 
c. 4. p. 745, 746, edit. Grot.), who lived towards the end of the eighth 
century, has placed in a cavern, under a rock, on the Ihore of the- 
ocean, the Seven Sleepers of the North, whofe long repofe was re- 
fpedled by the Barbarians. Their drefs declared them to be Romans ; 
and the deacon conjetSlures, that they were referred by Providence as 
(the future apoftles of tlxofe unbelieving countries. 
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c H Aa difplay the new world to the eyes of a Ipedlator, 

^XXXIII.^ retained a lively and recent impreffion 

of the old, his farprife and his refle61:ions would 
furnifh the plealing fubje6l of a philofopbical 
romance. The fcene could not be more advan- 
tageoiifly placed, than in the two centuries 
which elapfed between the reigns of Decius and 
of Theodofiiis the Younger. During this period, 
the feat of government had been tranfported 
from Rome to a new city on the banks of the 
Thracian Bofphorus ; and the abufe of military 
fpirit had been fuppreffed by an artificial fyftem 
of tame and ceremonious fervitude. The 
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by 
a fuccefiion of Chriltian and orthodox princes, 
who had extirpated the fabulous gods of anti- 
quity : and the public devotion of the age was 
impatient to exalt the faints and martyrs of the 
Catholic church, on the altars of Diana and 
Hercules. The union of the Roman empire 
was difiblved : its genius was humbled in the 
dufl; 5 and armies of unknown Barbarians, ifiuing 
from the frozen regions of the North, had 
eftabliftied their victorious reign over the faireft 
provinces of Europe and Africa. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

The CharaBer^ Conqmjts^ and Goiirt of Attila^ 

King of the Huns.— Death of Theodojius the 
Younger, — Mlevatim of Marcian ' to the Em- 
pire of the Eq/l. 

’^HE Weftern world was opprelTed bj the c H A F. 

Goths and Vandals, who fled before the 
Huns j but the atchievements of the Huns The Huns, 
therafelves were not adequate to their power 

■* A 376— — 433» 

and profperity. Their viiStorious hordes had 
fpread from the Volga to the Danube ; but the 
public force was exhaufted by the difcord of 
independent chieftains j their valour was idly 
confumed in obfcure and predatory excurlions 5 
and they often degraded their national dignity, 
by condefcending, for the hopes of fpoil, to 
enlill under the banners of their fugitive ene- 
mies. In the reign of Attila*, the Huns 
again became the terror of the world; and 

* The authentic materials for the hiftory of Attila may be found in 
Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 34— -50. p. 660 — 688. edit. Grot.) 
and Prifcus (Excerpta de Legationibus, p. 33 — 76. Paris, 1648.). I 
have not feen the Lives of Attila, compofed by Juvencus Cselius Ca- 
ianus Dalmatinus, in the twelfth century 5 or by Nicholas Olahus, 

Archbiftxop of. Gran, in the fixteenth.. See Mafcou’s Hiftory of the 
Germans, ix. as. and Maffei Ollervazioni Litterarie, tom. i. p. 88, 89. 

Whatever the modern Hungarians have added muft be fabulous ; and 
they do not feem to have excelled in the art of fidfion. They fuppofe, 
that when Attila invaded Gaul and Ital^, married innumerable wives, 

&c. he was one hundred and twenty years of Age, Thwrocz Chron. 
p.i. c. aa. in Script. Hungar. torn. i. p. 76. 



DEdLmfi FAII.' 


Chap. I fliall now defcribe the 'chara6ler and adtioii^ 

. of that formidable Barbarian; who alternately 
infulted and invaded the Eaft and the Weftj; 
and urged the rapid downfal of the Roman 
empire. 

Their efta- the tide of emigration^ which impetuoiiily 
h mSern rolled ffom the confines of China to thofe of 
Hungary. Germany, the moll powerful and populous 
tribes may commonly be found on the verge 
of the Roman provinces. The accumulated 
weight was fuftained for a while by artificial 
barriers ; and the eafy condefcenlion of the 
Emperors invited, without fatisfying, the info- 
lent demands of the Barbarians, who had ac- 
quired an eager appetite for the luxuries of 
civilized life. The Hungarians, who ambi- 
tioufly infert the name of Attila among their 
native kings, may affirm with truth, that the 
hordes, which were fubjed to his uncle Roas, 
or Rugilas, had formed their encampments 
within the limits of modern Hungary^ in a 
fertile country which liberally fupplied the wants 
of a nation of hunters and ihepherds. In this 
advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant 
brothers, who continually addM to their power 
and reputation, commanded the alternative of 

^ Hungary has been fucceffively occupied by three Scythian co- 
lonies. I. The Huns of Attila; the Aharesj in the fixth century ; 
and 3. The Turks of Magiars, A.D. 889- ; the immediate and genuine 
anceftors of the modern Hungarians, whofe connedlion with the two 
former is extremely faint and remote. The Prodromus and Notkia 
of Matthew Belius appear to contain a rich fund of information con- 
. eerning andent . and modern Hungary. I have feen the extrads in 
Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne,tom.xxii.p.i—j:i.and Biblio« 
theque Raifonnee, tom. xvi. p. 127 — 175. 

IT. ■ _ peace 
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peace or war with the two empires. His alliance c H A P. 
with the Eomans of the "Weft was cemented by 
his perfonal friendiQhp for the great JEtius ; who 
was always fecure of finding in the Barbarian 
camp, a hofpitable reception, and a -powerful 
fupport. At his folicitation^ and in the name of 
John the ufurper, fixtythoufand Huns adv^aiiced 
to the confines of Italy; their march and their 
retreat were alike expenfive to the date ; and 
the grateful policy of ^tius abandoned the 
polfeffion of Pannonia to his faithful con- 
federates. The Romans of the Ead were 
not lefs apprehenfive of the arms of Riigilas, 
wliich threatened the provinces, or even the 
capital. Some ecclefiaftical hidorians have 
dedroyed the Barbarians with lightning and pef- 
tilence-* ; but Theodofius was reduced to the 
more humble expedient of dipulating an an- 
nual payment of three hundred and fifty pounds 
of gold, and of difguifing this diflionourable 
tribute by the title of general, which the King 
of the Huns condefcended to accept. The 
public tranquillity w^as frequently interrupted 
by the fierce impatience of the Barbarians, 
and the perfidious intrigues of the Byzantine 
court. Tour dependent nations, among whom 
we may didinguifli the Bavarians, difclaimed 
the fovereignty of the Huns ; and their revolt 
was encouraged and prote6i:ed by a Roman 

3 Socrates, l. vU. c. 43. Theodoret. I. v. c. 36, Tillemont, who 
always depends on the faith of his ecclefiallical authors, ftrenuoufly- 
contends (Hift. des Emp. tom. vi. p. 136. 607.), that the wars and. 
perfonages were not the fame. 
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CH A P. alliance; till the juft claimsj and formidable 
jcxxiv. power, of Rugilas, were eftedbualiy urged by the 
voice of Eflaw his ainbaffador. Peace was the 
unanimous willi of the fenate ; their decree was 
ratified by the Emperor ; and two ambaffadors 
were named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian 
extradlion, but of confular rank ; and the 
quseftor Epigenes, a wife and experienced 
ftatefman, who was recommended to that office 
by his ambitious colleague. 

Reign of The death of Rugilas fulpended the progrefs 
‘ treaty. His two nephews, Attila and 

433-l4*j3. Bleda, who fucceeded to the throne of their 
uncle, confented to a perfonal interview with 
the ambaffadors of Conflantinople ; but as they 
proudly refufed to difmount, the bufinefs was 
tranfadted on horfeback, in a fpacious plain in 
the city of Margus, in the Upper Msefia. The 
Kings of the Huns afllimed the folid benefits, 
as well as the vain honours, of the negociation. 
They didlated the conditions of peace, and each 
condition was an infult on the majefty of the 
empire. Befides the freedom of a lafe and plen- 
tiful market on the banks of the Danube, they 
required that the annual contribution fiiould be 
augmented from three hundred and fifty to feven 
hundred pounds of gold; that a fine or ranfom, 
of eight pieces of gold, ftiould be paid for every 
Roman captive, who had efcaped from his Bar- 
barian mafter; that the Emperor fiiould renounce 
all treaties and engagements with the enemies 
of the Huns ; and that all the fugitives, who 
had taken refugo in the court, or provinces, of 

Theodofius, 
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Tlieodofios, fhould be delivered to the juftice of chap. 
theirolfended fovereign. This juftice was rigour- 
oiifly inflidled on ibme unfortunate youths of a 
royal race. They were crucified on the territories 
of the empire, by the command of Attila: and, as 
foon as the King of the Huns had imprefied the 
Romans with the terror of his name, he indulged 
them in a fhort and arbitrary refpite, whilft he 
fubdued the rebellious or independent nations 
of Scythia and Germany^. 

Attila, the fon of Mundzuh, deduced his no- His figure 
ble, perhaps his regal, defcent^ from the ancient and cha- 
Huns, who had formerly contended with the 
monarchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic hiftorian, bore the 
ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo- 
dern Calmuck^ ; a large head, a fwarthy com- 
plexion, fraall deep-feated eyes, a flat nofe, a few 
hairs in the place of a beard, broad ftioulders, 
and a fhort Iquare body, of nervous ftrength, 
though of a dilproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanour of the King of the Huns ex- 
preffed the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the reft of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 

See Prifcus, p. 47, 48. and Hift. des Peiiples de I’Europe, 
tom. vii. c. xii. xlii. xiv. xv. 

^ Prifcus, p. 39. The modern Hungarians have deduced his ge- 
nealogy, which afceiids, in the thirty-fifth degree, to Ham the fon of 
Noah : yet they are ignorant of his father’s real name (£)e Guignes, 

Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 397.). 

® Compare Jomandes (c. 35. p. 661.) with BufFon, Hift. Natnrelle, 
tom. iii. p. 380. The former had a right to obferve> originis fuse 
figna reftituens. The charaifterand portrait of Attila are probably 
tra.nfcribed from Caffiodorius. 

fiercely 
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CHAP, fiercely rolling liis eyes, as if he wiflied to enjoy 
the terror which he infpired. Yet this fiivage 
hero was not inacceffible to pity : his fuppliant 
enemies might confide in the afforance of peace 
or pardon ; and Attila was confidered by his fub- 
je& as a juft and indulgent mafter. He delight- 
edinwar; but after he had afcended the throne 
in a mature age, his head, rather than his hand, 
atchieved the conqueft of the North ; and 
the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefuliy 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful 
general. The effedls of perfonal valour are fo 
inconfiderabie, except in poetry or romance, that 
victory, «even among Barbarians, muft depend 
on the degree of (kill, with which the paffions 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a fingle man. The Scythian con- 
querors, Attila and Zingis, furpafted their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than in courage ; and 
it may be obferved, that the monarchies, both of 
the Huns and of the Moguls, were eredted by 
their founders on the bafis of popular fuperfti- 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity afcribed to the virgin-mother of 
Zingis, raifed him above the level of human 
nature ; and the naked prophet, who, in the name 
of the Deity, in veiled him with the empire of the 
earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with 
irrefiftible enthufiafm^. The religious arts of 

Attila 

/ ’ Abulpharag, Dynaft. verf. Pocock, p. zSi. Genealogical Hiftory 

of tke Tartars, by Ahulghazi Bahadar Khan, part iii, c. 15. part iv. 
€.3, Vie de Gengifcan, par Petit de la Croix, I. i. c, i. 6. The 

relationa 
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Attila were not lefs Ikilfiillj adapted' to the clia- c HAP. 
ra61:er of his age and country. It was natural xxxiv. 
enough that the Scythians fliould adore, with ^ 

peculiar devotion, the god of war j but as they 
were incapable of forming either an abftra6l i dea, 
or a corporeal reprefentation, they worfliipped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter^. One of the Ihepherds of the Huns He difco- 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly foi- Mars, 
lowed the track of the blood, till he difcovered, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
fword j which he dug out of the ground, and 
prefented to Attila. That magnanimous, or ra- 
ther that artful, prince accepted, with pious gra- 
titude, this celeftial favour ; and, as the rightful 
poffeffor of the / I’ord of Mars, afferted his divine 
and indefeafible claim to the dominion of the 
earth If the rites of Scythia were pradlifed on 
this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or rather pile 
of faggots, three hundred yards in length and. in 

relations of the miffionaries, who yifited Tartary in the thirteenth 
century (fee the feventh volume of the Hiftoire des Voyages), ex- 
prefs the popular language and opinions ; Zingis is ftyled the fon 
ofGod, &C.&C. 

® Nec templum apud eos vifitur, aut delubrum, ne tugurium qui- 
dem culrao tedium cerni ufquam poteft ; fed gladim Barbarico ritu 
humi figitur nudus, eumque ut Martem regionura quas circumcircant 
prsefulem vericundius colunt. Ammian. Marcellin. xxxi. a. and the 
learned Notes of Lindenhrogius and Valelius. 

, ® Prifcus relates this remarkable ftory, both in his own text 
(p. 65.). and in the quotation made by Jomandes (c. 35. p. 66a.) 

He might have explained the tradition, or fable, which charadlerifefl 
this famous fword, and the name as well as attributes of the Scy- 
thian deity, whom he has . tranflated into the Mars of the Greeks 
and Romans. 

breadth. 
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breadth, was raifed in a fpacious plain ; and the 
fword of Mars was placed ere6l on the fummit 
of this rnftic altar, which was annually confe- 
crated by the blood of Iheep, horfes, and of the 
hundredth captive’^^. Whether human facrifices 
formed any part of the worlhip of Attila, or, 
whether he propitiated the god of war with the 
victims which he continually offered in the field 
of battle, the favourite of Mars foon acquired a 
flicred charadter, which rendered his conquefls 
more eafy, and more permanent 5 and the Bar- 
barian princes confeffed in the language of de- 
votion or flattery, that they could not prefume 
to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefty 
of the King of the Huns'h His brother Bleda, 
who reigned over a confiderable part of the na- 
tion, was compelled to refign his fceptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel adl was attributed to a 
fupernatural impulfe; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of Mars, convinced the 
w^oiid that it had been referved alone for Ins 
invincible arm'^ But the extent of his empire 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num- 

“ Herodot, l.iv. c. 6a. For the lake of teconomy, I have cal- 
culated by the fmalleft Itadiam. In the human facrifices, they cut 
off the Ihoulder and arm of the vidlim, which they threw up into 
the air, and drew omens and prefages from the manner of their falling 
on the pile. 

“ Prifcus, p. 55. A more civilized hero, Auguftus himfeif, was 
pleafed, if the peifon on whom he fixed his eyes feemed unable to 
fupport their divine lulire. Sueton. in Auguft. c. 79. 

The Count de Buat (Hift. des Peoples de I’Europe, tom. vii. 
p. 428, 449.) attempts to clear Attila from the murder of his brother; 
and is almoft inclined to rejedl the concurrent teftimony of Joraandes, 
and the contemporary Chronicles. 

13 ber, 
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ber, and importance, of his victories; and the c H AP. 
Scythian monarch, however ignorant of the value 
of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la- 
ment, that his illiterate fubjedts were deftitute 
of the art which could perpetuate the memory 
of his exploits. 

If a line of feparation were drawn between the 
civiiized and the favage climates of the globe ; of 
between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated ScvtWa 
the earth, and the hunters and fliepherds, who 
dwelt in tentsj Attila might alpire to the title of 
fupreme and foie monarch of the Barbarians 
He alone, among the conquerors of ancient and 
modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia ; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations, when they are applied to his reign, 
may be imderftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia, which flretched beyond its adliial limits 
as far as the Danube, was in the number of his 
provinces : he interpofed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in the domeftic alfairs of 
the Franks ; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed, 
and almofl exterminated, the Burgundians of the 
Khine. He fubdued the illands of the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompaffed and di- 
vided by the w^aters of the Baltic; and the Huns 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region, which has been protedled from all other 

Fortiffimarum gentium doimnus, qui inaudld ante fe potenti^, 
folus Scythica et Germanica regna pofle(Ut. Jornandes, c. 49. p. 684. 

Prifcus, p. 64, 65. M, de Guignes, by Ms knowledge, of the Chinefe, 
has acquired (tom- is. p. 395— -301.) an adequate idea of the empire 
®f Attiia. , 
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conquerors by the feverity ofthe climate, and the 
courage of the natives. Towards the Eail, it is 
difficult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attila 
over the Scythian deferts; yet we may be affiired, 
that he reigned on the banks of the Volgaj 
that the King of the Huns was dreaded, not 
only as a warrior, but as a magician ; that he 
infulted and vanquifned the Khan of the for- 
midable Geoiigen 5 and that he fent ambaffadors 
to negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China. In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
who never entertained, during his life-time, the 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidse and the Oftro- 
goths were diftinguiffied by their numbers, their 
bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs. 
The renowned Ardaric, King of the Gepida?, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch, who edeeraed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the 
noble Walainir, King of the Oftrogotlis. The 
crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo many 
martial tribes, who ferved under the flandard of 
Attila, were ranged in the fubmiffive order of 
guards and domeftics, round the perfon of their 
in after. They watched his nod ; they trembled 
at his frown 5 and at the firfl fignal of his will. 

See Hift. des Huns, tom. li. p. 396. The Geougen believed, 
that the Huns could excite, at pleafure, ftorms of v/Ind and rain. 
This phenomenon was produced by the ftone Gezi; to whofe magic 
power the Ms of a battle was afcribed by the Mahometan Tartars of 
the fourteenth century. See Cherefeddin Ali, Hilt, de Timur Bee, 
Ipm. i, p. 8a, 83. 

they 
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til ey executed, without murmur or helitation, c H A P. 
his ftern and abfolute commands. In time of 
peace, the dependent princes, with their national 
troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc- 
ceffion ; but when Attila colledled his military 
force, he was able to bring into the field an army 
of five, or, according to another account, of 
feven hundred thoufand Barbarians"^. 

The ambafiadors'of the Huns might awaken The Hun$ 
the attention of Theodofius, by reminding him, 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and A.D. 
Alia*, fince they touched the Danube on one 430—440. 
hand, and reached, wdth the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eafi ; from whence they brought ' 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives 

Jornandes, c. 35. p. 661. c. 37- p. 667. See Tillemont’s Hift. 
cles Empereurs, tom. vi. p. lap. 138. Corneille has reprefented the 
pride of Attila to his fubjedl kings ; and his tragedy opens with thefe 
two ridiculous lines : 

IIs ne font pas venus, nos deux rais ! qu’on leur die 
Qu’ils fe font trop attendre, et qu’Attila s’ennuie. 

The two kings of the Gepidse and the Oftrogoths ai-e profound poli- 
ticians and fentimental lovers ; and the whole piece exhibits the 
^'defedfs, without the genius, of the poet. 

— alii per Cafpia clauftra 

Armeniafque nives, inopino ti'amite dudli 
Invadunt Orientis opes : jam pafcua fumant 
Cappodocum, volucnimque parens Argaeus equorum. 

Jam rubet altus Halys, nec fe defendit iniquo 
Monte Cillx ; Syrise tradfus vaftantur amseni ; 

Aflhetumque choris et Iseta plebe canorum 
Proterit imbellem fonipes hoftilis Orontem. 

Claudian in Rufin. 1 . li. 38—35. 

See likewife, in Eutrop, 1 . i. 343 — 351. and the ilrong defcription of 
Jerora, who wrote from his feelings, tom. h p. 36. ad Hellodor. p. 330, 
ad Ocean. Philoftorgius (l.ix* c. 8.) meaticnis this in'uption. 

They 
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They advanced, by afecret path, along the fliores 
of the Cafpian fea ; traverfedfhe fnowy moun- 
tain of Armenia 5 pafledthe Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes, and the Halys j recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes 5 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif- 
turbed the feftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at tiieir approach j 
and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land 
prepared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embark- 
ation. The memory of this invalion was Hill 
recent in the minds of the , Orientals. The fub- 
jedts of Attila might execute with fuperior forces, 
the defign which thefe adventihres had fo boldly 
attempted; and it foon became the fubjedt of 
anxious conjedture, whether the tempeft would 
fall on the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia. 
Some of the great valTalsof the King of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arras with the Emperor, or rather with 
the general, of the Weft. They related, during 
their refidence at Rome, the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the 
Eaft. After palling a defert and a morafs, liip- 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Moeotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and 
arrived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the 
confines of Media ; where they advanced as far as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Gurfic. They 
encoiintered the Perfian army in the plains of 
Media, and the air, according to their own ex- 

preftion. 
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preHion, was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But CHAP, 
the Hims were obliged to retire, before the num- 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
€ffe<3:ed by a different road 5 they loft the greateft 
part of their booty 5 and at length returned to 
the royal campj with fome knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient defire of revenge. 

In the free conveiiation of the Iinpeiial ambaf- 
fadors, who difcuffed, at the court of Attila, the 
chara<fter and defigns of their formidable enemy, 
the minifters of Conftantinople expreffed their 
hope, that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the houfe of Saffan. The more fuga- 
cious Italians admonilhed their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fuch a hope, and 
convinced them, ^/la/ the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refilling the arms of the Huns j 
and, t/ia^ the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title,which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodolius, 

Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful 
and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate 
and captive Homans, who would then be eti- 
compafled, on all fides, by the empire of the 
Hulls'^ 

While the powers of Europe and Alia vrere They at* 
folicitous to avert the impending danger, the 
alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the empire, 

A.D.44Ij. 

See the original converfation in Prifews, p. 64, 65. ' ’ 
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c H A P. p'olTeffion of Africa. An enterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Ravenna and 
Couftantinople, for the recovery of that valuable 
province 5 and the ports of Sicily were already 
&led with the military and naval forces of Theo- 
dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who fpread his 
iiegociations round the world, prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the King of the Huns to 
invade the Eaftern empire ; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of a 
deflrudtive war Under the faith of the treaty 
of Margus, a free market was held on the north- 
ern flde of the Danube, which was protedted 
by a Roman fortrefs, furnamed Conftantia. A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commetcial 
fecurity j killed, or difperfed, the unfufpedting 
traders ; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground. 
The Huns juftified this outrage as an adl of 
reprifal ; alleged, that the Bifliop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difcover and Real a 
fecret treafure of their kings j and fternly de- 
manded the guilty prelate, the lacrilegious fpoil, 
atid the fugitive fubjedts, who had efcaped from 
the juflice of Attila. Th^ refufal of the Byzantine 

Prlfcus, p.331. His hlftory contained a copious and elegant 
account of the war (Evagrius, 1 . i. 0.17.)} but the extraifts which 
relate to the embaffies are the only parts that have reached our times. 
The original work was accefEble, however, to the writers, from 
whom we borrow our imperfedl knowledge, Jomandes, Theo-^ 
phaiies, Count Marcelliiius, Profper-Tyro, and the author of the. 
Alexandrian, or Pafehal, Ghrbhicle. M. de Buat. (Hift. des Peuples 
de TEurope, tom.vii. c. xv;) has examined the caufcj the circum- 
itances, and the duration, of this war; and will aot allow it to extend 
beyond the year four hundred and forty-four. 


court 
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coort was the fignal of war 5 and the Maefians 
at firft applauded the generous firmnefs of their 
fovereign. But they were foon intimidated by 
the dellrudtion of Viminiaeurn and the adja- 
cent towns 5 and the people Was perfuaded to 
adopt the convenient maxim, that a private citi- 
zen, however innocent or refpedlable, may be 
juftiy facrificed to the fafety of his country. The 
Bifliop of Margus, who did not poffefs the fpirit 
of a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which 
he fulpedted. He boldly treated with the princes 
of the Huns j fecured, by folemn oaths, his par- 
don and reward 5 potted a numerous detachment 
of Barbarians, in lilent ambuth, on the banks of 
the l)anube j and, at the appointed hour, opened, 
with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal 
city. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more ho- 
nourable and decitlve victories. The Illyrian 
frontier was covered by a line of cattles and fbr- 
trelTes ; and though the greatell part of them 
contitled only of a tingle tower, with a fra all gar- 
rifon, they were commonly fufficient to repel, or 
to intercept, the inroads of an enemy, who was 
ignorant of the art, and impatient of the delay, 
of a regular tiege. But thefe flight obtlacles 
were inftantly fwept away by the inundation 
of the Huns'®. They deflroyed, with fire and 
fword, the populous cities of Sirmium and Singi- 

’9 Procopins, cle Edificils, I. iv. c.5.. Thefe fortrefles were after- 
wards rcftored, ftrengthened, and enlarged by the Emperor Juffinian i 
hut they were foon deftroyed by the Abares, who fuceeeded to the 
power and poireflions of the Huns. 

E 3 
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CH A P, dunum, of Ratiaria and MarcianapoliSj of Na- 
iffus and Sardica ; where every circiimftance, in 
the difeipline of the people, and the conftrudlion 
of the buildings, had been gradually adapted to 
and ravage the fole pui’pofe of defence. The whole breadth 
of Europe, as it extends above live hundred 
Conftanti- miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatie, was at 
pnce invaded, and occupied, and defolated, by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diftrefs could 
not, howevei-j provoke Theodofius to interrupt 
his amufements and devotion, or to appear in 
perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But 
the troops which had been fent againft; Genferie, 
were lialliiy recalled from Sicily ; the garrifons, 
on the fide of Peril a, were exhaulledj and a 
military force was collected in Europe, formid- 
able by their arms and numbers, if the generals 
had underllood the fcience of command, and 
their Ibldiers the duty of obedience. The ar- 
mies of the Eaftern empire were vanquilhed in 
three fucceflive engagements ; and the progrefs 
of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle. 
The two former on the banks of the Utus, and 
under the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought 
. in the extenfive plains between the Danube and 
Mount Hminus. As the Romans were prefled 
by a victorious enemy, they gradually, and un- 
ikilfully, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace ; and that narrow peninfula, the lall 
extremity of the land, was marked by their third, 
and irreparable, defeat. By the deftrudtion of 

this 
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this army, Attila acquired the iiidifputable pof- c hap. 
feffioii of the field. From the Hellefpdnt to 
Thermopylae, and the fiiburbs of Conftantinople, 
he ravaged, without refiftance, and without 
mercy, the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 
Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, efcape 
this dreadful irruption of the Huns j but the 
words, the moft expreffive of total extirpation 
and erafure, are applied to the calamities which 
they inflidfced on feventy cities of the Eaflern 
empire Theodofius, his court, and th e un war- 
like people, were protected by the walls of Con- 
ilantinople ; but thofe walls had been fhaken by a 
recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-eight 
towershad opened alarge andtremendousbreach. 

The damage indeed was fpeedily repaired ; but 
this accident was aggravated by a fuperflitious 
fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the Im- 
perial city to the fliepherds of Scythia, who were 
flrangers to the laws, the language, and the 
religion, of the Romans’*. 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires The Scy- 
of the South, the Scythian fliepherds have been 
uniformly actuated by a favage and deftru6live ^ara. 
fpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exercife 

” Septuagmta clvitates . (fays Profper-TjTo) deprsedatlone vaftatce. 

The language of Count Marcellinus is ftill more forcible. Pene 
totam Europam, invafis civitatibus atque callellis, conrqfit. 

Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. xo6, S07.) has 
paid great attention to this memorable earthquake; which w'as felt as 
far from Conftantinople as Antioch and Alexandrias and is celebrated 
by all the ecclefiaftical writers. In the hands of a popular preacher, 
an earthquake }s an engine of admirable effedl. 

E 3.; •■■ ■ ■■ 
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A P. of national rapine and murder, are founded 
on two principles of fubftantial intereft ; the 
knowledge of the permanent benefits which may 
be obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueftj and 
a juft apprehenfion, left the defolation which we 
ibfli6l on the enemy V country, may be retaliated 
on our own. But thefe confiderations of hope 
and fear are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate 
of nations. The Huns of Attila may, without 
injuftice, be compared to the Moguls and Tar^ 
tars, before their primitive manners were changed 
by religion and luxury; and the evidence of 
Oriental hiftory may refledl fome light on the 
fhort and imperfect annals of Rome. After the 
Moguls had fiibdued the northern provinces .of 
China, it was ferioufly propofed, not in the hour 
of victory and paffion, but in calm deliberate 
council, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that 
populous country, that the vacant land might be 
converted to the pafture of cattle. The firmnefs 
of a Chinefe mandarm*'^, who infinuated fome 
5 principles of rational policy into the mind of 

Zingis, diverted him from the execution of this 
horrid defign. But in the cities of Afia, which 
yielded to, the Moguls, the inhuman abufe of 
the rights of war was exercifed, with a regular 

He reprefented to tlie Emperor of the Moguls, that the four 
provinces (Petcheli, Cha.ntoiig, Chanfi, and Leaotong) which he 
already polTelTed, might annually produce, under a mild admini- 
foration, 500,00.0 ounces of filver, 400,000 meafures of rice, an(| 
$ 00,000 pieces of filk, Gaubil. Hift, de k Dynaftie des Mpngou% 
P- 5 8, 59. Yelutchoufay (fuch was the name of the mandarin) was 
a wife and virtuous miaifler, who faved his country, and civiliz.e4 
the conquerors. ' 

form 
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form of difeipliiie, wMcli may, with equal reafon, 
though not with equal authority, ]be imputed to 
the vidlorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had 
fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered tp 
evacuate their houfes, and to aflemble in fome 
plain adjacent to the city; where a divifion was 
made of the vanquiflxed into three parts. The 
firft clafs conhfted of the foldiers of the garrifon, 
and of the young men capable of bearing arms; 
and their fate was inftantly decided : they were 
either enlifled among the Mogul?, or they were 
maffacred on the Ipot by the troops, who, with 
pointed fpears and bended bows, had formed a 
circle round the captive multitude. Thefecond 
clafs, compofed of the young/ and beautiful 
women, of the artificers of every rank and pro- 
feffion, and of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom. might be 
expected, was diftributed in equal or proportion- 
able lots. The remainder, whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city ; which, in the mean- 
while, bad been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; 
and a tax was irapofed on thofe wretched in- 
habitants for the indulgenceof breathingtheir na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
When they were not confcioiis of any extraordinary 
rigour But the mofl cafual provocation, the 
flightefl motive, of caprice or convenience, often 

Particular inftances would be endlefs : but the curious reader 
may coufult the life of Gengifcan, by Petit de la Croix, the Hiftoire 
des Mongous, and the fifteenth book of .the Hjftory of the Huns. 

E 4 pro- 
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c H A P. provoked them to involve a whole people id 
an indifcriminate malTacre : and the ruin of fome 

■ flourifliing citieswas executed with fiich unrelent- 
ing perfeverance, that, according to their own 
expreffion, horfes might run, without ftumbling, 
over the ground where they had once flood. 
The three great capitals of Khorafan, Maru, 
Neifaboiir, and Herat, were deftroyed by the 
armies of Zingis ; and the exa<Sl account, which 
was taken of the flain, amounted to four millions 
threehundred andforty.feven thoufand perfons^k 
Timur, or, Tamerlane, was educated in a lefs 
barbarous age, and in the profeffion of the Ma- 
hometan religion ; yet, if Attila equalled the 
hollile ravages of Tamerlane either the Tartar 
or the Him might defer ve the epithet of the. 
Scourge of God "A 


At Maru, i,3oojOoo; at Herat, 1,600,000 r at NeifaboHF, 
1,747,000. D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 380, 381. I ufe 
the orthography of D’Anville’s maps. It mult however be allowed^ 
that the Perfians were difpofed to exaggerate their Ioffes, and the 
Moguls to magnify theii- exploits. 

Cherefeddin All, his fervile panegyrift, would alTord *us many 
horrid examples. In his camp before Delhi, Timur maffacred 
100,000 Indian prifoners, who had pnikd when the army of their 
countrymen appeared in fight (Hift. de Timur Bee, tom. iii. p. 90.). 
The people of Ifpahan fupplied 70,000 human fculls for the ftrudure 
of feveral lofty towers (id. tom. i. p. 434*.)* *A firailar tax was 
levied on tlie revolt of Bagdad (tom. iil. p. 370.); and the exaifi; 
account, which Cherefeddin was not able to procure from the 
proper officers, is ftated by another hiftorian (Ahmed Arablada, 
tom. ii. p. 175. verf. Manger) at 90,000 heads. 

-® The ancients, Jornandes, Prlfcus, &c. are ignorant of this 
epithet. The modern Hungarians have imagined, that it was: 
applied, by a hermit of Gaul, to Attila, who was pleafed to infert 
jt among the titles of his Royal dignity. Mafeou, ix. 23. and 
Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. vl. p. 143. 
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It may be affirmed, with bolder affurance, that c H A P. :f 

the Huns depopulated the provinces of the em- I 

pire, by the number of Roman liibje<S;s whom state of I 

they led away into captivity. In the hands of a j 

wife legiflator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have -contributed to diffufe, through the deferts 
of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and orna- 
mental arts; but thefe captives, who had been 
taken in war, were accidentally difperfed among 
the hordes, that obeyed the empire of Attila. 

The eftimate of their refpe6tive value was formed 
by the limple judgment of unenlightened, 
and unprejudiced, Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underftand the merit of a theologian, 
profoundly llvilied in the controverlies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they refpedted 
the minifters of every religion ; . and the adtive 
zeal of the Chriftian miffionaries, without ap- 
proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo- 
narch, fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation 
of the gofpel The padoral tribes, who Were 
ignorant of the diftindlion of landed property, 
muft have diffiegarded ■ the ufe, as well as the 
abide, of civil jurifprudence ; and the fldll of 
an eloquent lawyer could excite only their con- 
tempt, or their abhorrence"®. The perpetual 

inter- 

The miffionaries of St. Chryfbftom had converted great numbers 
pf the Scythians, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and wag- 
gons. Theodoret, 1 . v. c. 31. _ Photius, p. 1517. The Mahometansj 
the Neftorians, and the Latin Chriftians, thought tliemfelves fecure of 
gaining the fons and grandfons of Zingis, who treated the rival miC- 
fionaries with impartial favour. 

The Gei-mans, who extenninated Vdrus and his legions, had 
been particularly offended with the Romap laws and lav/yers. One 
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intercourfe of tlie Huns and the Goths had com- 
mupicated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national dialects ; and the Barbarians were am- 
bitious of converfing in Latin, the military idiom, 
even of the Eaftern empire But they difdained 
the language, and the fcience.s, of the Greeks 5 
and the vain fpphift, or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find, that his robuft fervant was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and 
efteemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
the Huns. An arehitedt, in the fervice of One- 
gefius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em- 
ployed to conflru6t a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury ; and the trades 
of the fmith, the carpenter, the armourer, were 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
with the ufeful inflrnments of peace and war. 
But the merit of the pliyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refpedt; the Barbarians, 
who delpifed death, might be apprehenfive of 
difeafe ; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prefence of a captive, to whom he afcribed 
perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 


of the Barbarians, after the efrefltial precautions of cutting out 
the tongue of an advocate, and fewing up his mouth, obferyed, 
with much fatisfadlion, that the viper could no longer hifs. Fiorus, 
iv. 12. ■ 

Prifcus, p. 59. It Jhould feem that the Huns preferred the Go- 
thic and Batin Janguages to their own ; w'hich was probably a harlh 
an 4 barren idiom. 


preferving, 
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p'referving, his life The Huns might be pro- CHAP, 
yoked to infult the mifery of their flaves, over 
whom they exercifed a defpotic command^'; but 
their manners were not tlifceptible of a refined 
fyllem of opprefiion ; and the efforts of courage 
and diligence were often recopoipenced by the 
gift of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whofe 
embaffy is a fource of curious inffru^lion, was 
accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger, 
who fainted him in the jLyi’eek language, but 
whofe drefs and %ure difplayed the appearance 
of a wealthy Scythian, In the fiege of Viminia- 
cum, he had loft, according to his own account, 
his fortune and liberty : he became the flave of 
Onegefius ; but his faithful fervices, againft the 
Homans and the Acatzires, had gradually raifed 
him to the rank of the native Huns j to whom 
he was attached by the domeftic pledges of a new 
wife and feveral children. The fpoils of war had 
reftored and improved his private property; he 
was admitted to the table of his former lord » 
and the apoftate Greek bleffed the hour of his 
captivity, fince it had been the introdudlion to 

• Philip de Comines, in his admirable piilure of the laft moments 
of Lewis XL (Memoires, 1 . vi. c. 12 .), reprefents the Infolencc of his 
phyfician, who, in five months, extorted 54,000 crowns, and a rich 
biflioprlc, from the ftern avaricious tyrant. ... • - 

Prifcus (p. 61.) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which 
protedled the life of a flave. Occidere folent (fays Tacitus of the 
Germans) non difciplina et. feyeritate, fed impetu et ira, ut inimicum, 
nifi quod impune. De Morlbus Germ. c. 45. The Heruli, who ' 
were the fubje<Sls of Attila, claimed, and exercifed, the power of life 
and death over their flaves. See a remarkable inftance in the fecond 
book of Agathias. 


an 
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c H A P. an happy and independent date ; which he held 
^ XXXIV. ^ honourable tenure of military fervice. 

This refle6tion naturally produced a difpute on 
the advantages, and defedls, of the Eoman go- 
vernment, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apollate, and defended by Prifcus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation. Thefreedman ofOnegefius 
expofed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a 
declining empire, of which he had fo long been 
the victim ; the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes, unable to protect their fubjedls againlt 
the public enemy, unwilling to trull them with 
arms for their own defence ; the intolerable 
weight of taxes, rendered ftill more opprellive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of colie6lion ; 
the obfcurity of numerous andcontradi6lory laws j 
the tedious and expenlive forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings ; the partial adminillration of jullice ; 
and the imiverfal corruption, which increafed the 
influence of the rich, and aggravated the mif- 
fortunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the bread of 
thefortunate exile ; and he lamented, with a flood 
of tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magif- 
trates, who had perverted the wifed anc| mod 
falutary inditutions^^ 

Treaty of The timid, or felfifli, policy of the Wedern 
peace be- Homaus had abandoned the Radern empire to the 
Attiia and Hiins Tile lofs of armies, and the want of 

theEaftern 

empirej 31 ggg the ^^riiole converfation in Prifcus, p.59 — 62. 

A.D. 4465 33 Nova iterum Orienti aflurgit riiina .... quum nulla ab Occi- 

dentalibus ferrentur auxilia. Prolper-Tyro compofed his Chronicle in 
the Wefl: ; and his 'obfervation implies a cenfure, 

difcipline. 
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difcipline, or virtue, were tiot fupplied by the CHAP, 
perfonal chara6ler of the monarch. Theodofius 
might ftiii affect the ftyle, as well as the title, of 
Invincible Augit/im I but he was reduced to folicit 
the clemency of Attikj who imperioiifly di<£tated 
thefe harfli and humiliating conditions of peace* 

I. The Emperor of the Eaft refigned, by an ex- 
prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im- 
portant territory, which ftf etched along the 
ibuthern banks of the Danube, from Singidunum 
or Belgrade, as far as Novm, in the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey ; but, from 
the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market, it foon appeared, that he 
comprehended the ruined city of Naifllis within 
the limits of his dominions. 11. The King of the 
Huns required and obtained, that his tribute or 
fubtidy fliould be augmented from feven hundred 
pounds of gold to the annual fuin of two thou- 
farid one hundred ; and he ftipulated the imme- 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine, that fuch a de- 
mand, which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
privatewealthjwouldhavebeenreadilydifcharged 
by the opulent empire of the Eaftj and the 
public diftrefs affords a remarkable proof of the 
impoverilhed, or at leaft of the difordeiiy, Hate 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paflage, through the foul ell 
' . ' ' cliannels, 
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CHAP, channels, to the treaifuiy of Conllantinople. The 
revenue was diffipated by Theodofius, and his 
favourites, in wafleful and profufe luxury; which 
was diiguifed by the names of Imperial magni« 
ficence, or Chriftian charity* The immediate 
fupplies had been exhaufted by the unforefeen 
neceflity of military preparations. A perfonal 
contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im- 
pofed on the members of the fenatorian order, 
was the only expedient that could difarm, with- 
out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of Attila; 
and the poverty of the nobles compelled them 
to adopt the fcattdalous refource of expofing to 
public auction the jewels of their wives, and 
the hereditary ornaments of their palaces 
III. The King of the lluns appears to have efta- 
bliflied, as a principle of national jurifprudence, 
that he could never lofe the property, which he 
had Once acquired, in the perfons who had 
yielded either a voluntary, or reluctant, fubmif- 
lioii to his authority. From this principle he 
concluded, and the conclulions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had been 
taken prilbners in -war, fliould b e releafed \^ith- 
out delay, and without ranfoin; that every 
Roman captive, who had prefumed to efcape, 
fliould piirchafe his right to freedom at the price 
of twelve pieces of gold; and that all the Barba- 

According to the defcrlptlon, or rather inveiiive of Chryfoflom, 
an audion of Byzantine luxury muft have been very produ»Stive. 

, Ever}' wealthy houfe pbflelfed a femicircukr table of riiairy filver, fuch 

two men could Ifcarcely Kft, a vafe of folid gold of the weight of 
forty pounds, cups, difhes of the fame metal, &c. 
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rians, who had deferted the flandard of Attila, G H A P« 
fhould be reflored, without any promife, or fti- 
piilation, of pardon. In the execution of this 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial offi- 
cers were forced to maffacre feveral loyal and 
noble deferters, who refufed to devote themfelves 
to certain death ; and the Romans forfeited all 
reafonable claims to the friendffiip of any Scy- 
thian people, by this public confeffibn, that they 
were deftitiite either of faith, or power, to pro- 
tect the fuppliants, who had embraced the throne 
of Theodolius 2=. 

The firmnefs of a fingle town, fo obfcure, 
that, except on this occalion, it has never been muatin^ 
mentioned by any lullorian or geographer, ex- 
pofed the dilgrace of the Emperor and empire. 

Azimus, or Azimiintium, a linall city of Thrace 
on the Illyrian borders^®, had been diftingiiiffied 
by the martial fpirit of its youth, the Ikilland 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen, 
and their daring exploits againll the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbmians. Itdlead of tamely ex- 

Ths articles of the treaty, exprefled without mttch order or pre- 
cHioii, may be found la Prlfcus (p. 34, 35, 36,, 37. 53, &c.). Count 
Marcelllnus dlfpenfes fome comfort, by obferving, ift, T/ja^- Attila 
Mmfelf folicited the peace and prefents, which he had formerly re- 
fufed; and adly, T/jaf, about the fame time, the ambaffadors of 
Ihdia prefented a fine large tanie tyger to the Emperor Theodofiiisi 

Prlfcus, p. 35, 36. Among the hundred and eighty-two fortsy 
or cattles, of Thrace, enumerated by Procopius (de Edificiis, I. iy. 
c. xl. tom. ii. p. 9 a. edit. Paris), there is one of the name' of EJimontout 
whofe pofition is doubtfully marked, in the neighbourhood of. 

Anchialus, and the Edxine Sea, The name and ^sjls of Azimun- 
tium might fubfift till the reign of Jeftinian ; but the race of its 
brave defenders had been carefully extirpated by the jealoufy of tlie 
Roman princes. . > 

pe(!jling 
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c H A P. pelting their approach , the Azimimtines attached 
in frequent and fuccefsful fallies, the troops of 
the Huns, who gradually declined the dangerous 
neighbourhood; refcued from their hands the 
fpoil and the captives, and recruited their domef 
tic force by the voluntary affociation of fugitives 
and deferters. After th e con ciuli on of th e treaty, 
Attila Hill menaced the empire with implacable 
war, unlefs the Azimuntines were perfuadedj or 
compelled, to comply with the conditions which 
their fovereign had accepted* The minifters of 
Theodolius confefled with lhame, and with truth, 
that they no longer poifeffed any authority over a 
fociety of men, who fo bravely alTerted their 
natural independence; and the King of the Huns 
condefcended to negociate an equal exchange 
with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded 
^ ■ the reftitution of fome Ihepherds, who, with their 

cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. Aftri6t, 
I . though fruitlefs, inquiry was allowed : but the 

Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before 
they could recover two furviving countrymen, 
whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 
for the fafety of their loll companions. Attila, 
on his lide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
foiemn alfeveration, that the reft of the captives 
had been put to the fword ; and that it was their 
conftant pra6lice, immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters, who had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious diffimulation may be condemned, or 
excufed, by the cafuifts, as they incline to the 

rigid 
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rigid decree of St. Augiiftin, or to the milder 
fentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoftona : but 
every foldier, every ftatefinan, miift acknow- 
ledge, that, if the race of the Azimiintines had 
been encouraged and multiplied, the Barbarians 
would have ceafed to trample on the majelly of 
the einpire'^k ; 

It woulddiave been ftrange, indeed, if Theo- Embaffie? i 

dolius had piirchafed, by the lofs qf honour, a j 

fecure and folid tranquillity ; orifhis tameiielsConftanti- 
had not invited the repetition of injui’ies. The 
Byzantine court was infulted by hve or iix fuc- 
cellive embaffies^®; and the minitlers of Attila 
were uniformly inftrinSled to prefs the tardy or 
iaiperfe6l execution of the lail treaty; to produce 
the names of fugitives and deferters, who were 
Hill protedled by the empire; and to declare, 
with feeming moderation, that unlefs their fo- | 

vereign obtained complete and immediate fatif- ' 
fadlion, it would be impoffible for him, were it 
even his wifli, to cneck the refentment of his | 

warlike tribes. Belides the motives of pride and i 

interell, which might prompt the King of the 
Huns to continue this train of iiegociation, he j 

•=' The peevifli difpute of St. Jerom and St. Auguflin, who « 

laboured, by different expedients, to reconcile the feeming quarrel e 

of the two .ipofiles St. Peter and St. Paul, depends on the folutlon 5 

of an important queftion (Middleton’s Works, vol. ii. p. 5 — 10.), & 

which has been frequently agitated by Catholic and Proteffant ^ 

divines, and even by lawyers and philofophers of every age. 

Montefquieu (Confiderations fur la Granddir, &c. c. xix.)has l 

delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fome of the moft ilriking f 

drcuinftances of the pride of Attila, and the difgrace of the • 

Romans. He delerves the praife of having- read the Fragments of 
Prifcus, which have been too much difregarded. 
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was influenced by tlie lefs lionoiirable view of 
enriching his favourites at the expence of his ene- 
mies. The Imperial treafuiy was exhaufted, to 
procure the friendly offices of the ambafladors, 
and their principal attendants, whofe favourable 
report might conduce to the maintenance of 
peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered by 
the liberal reception of his minifters ; he com- 
puted with pleafure the value and fplendour of 
their gifts, rigoroufly exa<Sled the performance of 
every promife, which would contribute to their 
private emolument, and treated as an important 
bufinefs of flate, the marriage of his fecretary 
Conftantius^L That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by JEtius to the King of the Huns, 
had engaged his fervice to the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople, for the ftipulated reward of a wealtliy 
and noble wife; and the daughter of Couiit 
Saturniniis was chofen todifcharge the obligations 
of her country. The reiu 6 fance of the vi^n, 
fome doineftic troubles, and the unjuft confif- 
cation of her fortune, cooled the ardour of her 
interefted lover ; but he ftill demanded, in the 
name of Attila, an eq[ui valent alliance ; and after 
many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan- 
tine court was compelled to facrifice to this info- 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth, 
opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft 

y® See Prifcus, p. 69, 71, 7a, &c. I would fain believe, that this 
adventurer was afterwards crucified by the order of Attila, on a fuf- 
picion of treafonable practices; but Prifcus (p. 57.) has too plainly 
diftinguiflied tmjo perfons of the name of Conflantius, who, frona 
the fimilar evfents of their lives, might have been esfily confounded. 

13 • iliiiftrious 
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llluftrioos rank of the ^Roman matrons. For c hap. 
tliefe importunate and oppreffive embaffies, At- 
tila claimed a fuitable return he weighed, with 
fulpicious pride, the ehai’adter and ftation of the 
Imperial envoys ; but he condefcended to pro- 
mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to 
receive any minifters who had been invefted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofi us 
eluded this propolal, by reprefenting the defolate 
and ruined condition of Sardica ; and even ven- 
tured to infinuate, that every officer bf the army 
or houfehold was qualified to treat with the 
moll powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin-^®, a 
refpedlable courtier, whofe abilities had been long 
exercifed in civil and military employments, 
accepted with reludlance the troublefome, and, 
perhaps, dangerous commiffion, of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the King of the Huns. His friend, 
thehiftorian Prifcus^', embraced the opportunity 
of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful 
and doraeflic fcenes of life: but the fecret of the 

' 5 ° In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year 42 a, the wife and 
eloquent Maximin had been the affeflbr of Ardaburius (Socrates, 

Lvii. C. 20.). When Marcian afcended the throne, the ofEce of 
Great Chamberlain was beftowed on Maximin, who is ranked, in a 
public edidl, among the four principal minifters of ftate (Novell, 
ad Cjalc. Cod. Theod. p. 31.). He executed a civil and military 
commiflion in the Eaftern provinces; and his death was lamented by 
the favages of JEthiopia, whofe incurfions he had reprefled. See 
Prifcus, p. 40, 41. 

Prifcus was a native of Panium in Thrace, and deferred, by his 
eloquence, an honourable place among the fophifts of tlie age. His 
Byzantine hiftory, which related to his own times, was comprized in 
feven books. See Fabricius, BibKot. Grsec. tom, vi. p. 235, 236. 
Notwithftanding the charitable judgnteagit of the critics, I fufpe<ft 
that Prifcus was a Pagan. 

T a ' ' : ©mbafiy. 
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CHAP, embafly, a fatal and guilty fecret, was entrufted 
xxxiy. only to the interpreter Vigilius. The two lail 
ambaffadors of the Huns, Orefles, a noble fiib- 
3e6t of the Paniioniaii province, and Edecon, a 
valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, re- 
turned at the fame time from Conftantinople to 
the royal camp. Their obfcure names were 
afterwards illuftrated by the extraordinary for- 
tune and the contrajfl of their fons ; the two 
fervants of Attila became the fathers of the lafl 
Roman Emperor of the Weft, and of the ftrft 
Barbarian King of Italy. 

Theem- The ambaftadors, who were followed by a 
Maximin uumerous train of men and horfes, made their firft 
to Attila, halt at Sardica, at the diftance of three hundred 
a.d. 448‘ hfty miles, or thirteen days journey from 
Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardica were 
ftili included within the limits of the empire, it 
was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the 
duties of hofpitality. They provided, with the 
aftiftance of the provincials, a fufficient number 
of ftieep and oxen j and invited the Huns to a 
fplendid, or, atleaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the 
harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbec! 
bymiitual prejudice and indiferetion. The great- 
nefs of the Emperor and the empire was warmly 
maintained by their miniftersj the Huns, with 
equal adour, afterted the fuperiority of their vic- 
torious monarch : the difpute was inflamed by the 
rafli and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, w^ho 
paftionately reje^ed the comparifon of a mere 
mortal with' the divine Tbeodoiius; and it was 
with extreme difficulty that I^faxirain and Prifcus 



OF THE ROMAN EMTIRE. 


69 

were able to divert the converfation, or to foothe c H A P. 
the angry minds, of the Barbarians. When they xxxiv. 
rofe from table, the Imperial ambaflador pre* 
fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk 
robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully 
accepted. Yet Oreftes could not forbear in- 
finuating, that had not always been treated 
with fuch refpedt and liberality: and the offenfive 
diftindtion which was implied, between his civil 
office and the hereditary rank of his colleague, 
feems to have made Edecon a doubtful friend, 
and Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. After this 
entertainment, they travelled about one hundred 
miles from Sardica to Naiffus. That flourifhing 
city, which had given birth to the great Conftan- 
tine, was levelled with the ground : the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed or dilperfed ; and the ap- 
pearance of fome fick perfons, who were ftill per- 
mitted to exift among the ruins of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe tlie horror of the profpedt. 

The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones of the ftain; and the arabalTadors, who 
dire6led their courfe to the north-weft, were 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, 
before they defcended into the flat and marfliy 
grounds, which are terminated by the Danube. 

The Huns were mafters of the great river: their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hol- 
lowed out of the trunk of a Angle tree | the 
minifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on the 
oppofite bank ; and their Barbarian affociates iin - 
mediately haftened to the camp of Attila, which 
was equally prepared for the amufements .of 
3? 3 hunting. 
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huntingj or of war. No fooiier had Maximiii 
advanced about two miles from the Danube^ 
than he began to esperience the faftidious in- 
fol ence of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a pleafant vallej, left he 
fhoidd infringe the diftant awe that was due to 
the royal manfion. The miniftersof Attilapreftcd 
him to communicate the bufinefs, and the in- 
ftrudlions, which he referred for the ear of their 
fbvereign. When Maximin temperately urged 
the contrary pradlice of nations, he was ftili more 
confounded .to find,* that the refbiutions of the 
Sacred Coraftftor^^ thbfe fecrets (fays PrifcUsj 
which fliould not be revealed to the gods them- 
felves, had been treacherOufly difclofed to the 
public enemy. On his refufal to comply 'with 
fiich ignominious terras, the Imperial envoy was 
commanded inftantly to depart ; the order was 
recalled; it was again repeated; and the Huns 
renewed their ineffedtual attempts to fiibdue the 
patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the 
interceftioii of Scotta, the brother of Onegelius; 
whofe friendfliip had been purchafed by a liberal 
gift, he was admitted to the royal prefence: but, 
inftead of obtaining a deciftve anfwer, lie was 
compelled to undertake a remote journey to- 
wards the North, that Attiia might enjoy the 
proud fatisfadtion of receiving, in the fame camp, 
the ambaffadors of the Eaftern and W^eftern 
empires. His journey wasr-egulatedby the guides, 
who obliged him to halt, to haften his marcli, or 
to deviate from the common road, as it heft fuited 
the convenience of the King. The Homans 

who 
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who traverfed the plains of Hungary, fuppofe 
that they ■^2MQ.diJeveral navigable rivers, either 
in canoes or portable boats 5 but there is reafon 
to fulpedt, that the winding flream of the Teyfs, 
or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in different 
places, under diflerent names. From the conti- 
guous villages they received a plentiful and regU' 
lar fupply of proyilions; mead inftead of wine, 
millet in the place of bread, and a certain liquor 
named camus, which, according to the report of 
Prifcas, was diitilled from barley Such fare 
might appear coarfe and indelicate to men who 
had tailed the luxury of Conflantinople : but, in 
their accidental dillrefs, they were relieved by 
the gentlenels and hofpitality of the fame Bar- 
barians, fo terrible and fo mercilels in war. "The 
fimbafTadors had encamped on the edge of a large 
mprafs. A violent tempell of wind and rain, of 
thunder and lightning, overturned their tents, 
immerfed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and fcattered their retinue, who wandered 
in the darknefe of the night, uncertain of their 
road, and apprehenlive of fome unknown danger, 
till they awakened by their cries the mhabitau ts 
of a neighbouring village, the property of the 


C H A P. 
' XXXIV. 



The Huns themfelves Hill continued to defpife the labours of 
agriculture ; they abufed the privilege of a vidlorious nation ; and 
the Goths, their induftrious fubjedls who cultivated the earth, 
dreaded their neighbourhood, like that of fo many ravenous wolves 
(Prifcus, p. 45.). In the faihe manner the Sorts and Tadgics pro- 
vide for their own fubfifteiice, and for that of the Ufbec Tartars, 
their lazy and x'apacious fovereigns. ' See Genealogical Hiliory of 
the Tartars, p. 4^3. 455, &c. 

>4 
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c H A p. wido w of Bleda. A bright illumination, and, in 
^xxxiv^, a lew moments, a comfortable fire of reeds, was 
kindled by their officious benevolence : the wants, 
and even tbo defires, of the Komans were liberally 
fatisfiedj and they feem to have been einbarraffed 
by the fingular politenefs of Bieda’s widow, who 
added to her other favours the gift, or at leaft the 
loan, of a fufficient number of beautiful and ob- 
fe(|uious'damfels. Thefun-fliine of thefiicceeding 
day was dedicated to repofe ; to coliedt and dry 
the baggage, and to the refrefhment of the men 
and horfes : but, in the evening, before they pur- 
fued their journey, the ambafiadors expreffed 
their gratitude to the bounteous lady of the vil- 
lage, by a very acceptable prefent of filver cups, 
red fleeces, driedfruits, and Indian pepper. Soon 
after this adventure, they rejoined the march of 
Attila, from whom they had been feparated about 
fix days; and llowly proceeded to the capital of 
an empire, which did not contain, in the fpace 
of feveral thoufaiid miles, a fingle city. 

The royal As far as we may afcertain the vague and ob- 
paiace g^iograpliy of Prifcus, this capital appears 

to have been feated between the Danube, the 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of 
Upper Hungary, and moft probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or Tokay In 

■^3 It is evident, that Prifcus palTed the Danube and the Teyfs, 
and that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian hills, Agria, 
Tokay, and Jazberin, are lituated in the plains circumfcribed by 
this definition. M. de Buat (Hiftoire des Peuples, &c. tom. vil. 
p. 461.) has chofen Tokay f Otrokofcx (p. 180. apud Mafcou, 
ix. 23.), a learned Hungarian, has preferred Jazberin, a place about 
thirty-iix miles weftward of Buda and the Danube. 

14 
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its origin it could be no more than an accidental c H A p. 
camp, which, by the long and frequent refidence 
of Attila, had infenfibly fwelled into a huge vil- 
lage, for the reception of his court, of the troops 
who followed his perfon, and of the various mul- 
titude of idle or indiiflrious Haves and retain- 
r ers The baths, conftrudted by Onegefius, 

I were the only edifice of Hone ; the materials 

had been tranfported from Pannonia ; and fince 
the adjacent country was deftitute even of large 
timber, it may be prefumed, that the meaner 
habitations of the royal village conlifted of ftraw, 
of mud, or of canvas. The wooden hoiifes of the 
more illufirious Huns, were built and adorned 
with rude magnificence, according to the rank, 
the fortune, or the tafte of the proprietors. They 
feem to have been diflributed with feme degree 
of order and fymmetry; and each fpot became 
more honourable as it approached the perfon of 
the fovereign. The palace of Attila, which fur- 
pafied all other houfes in his dominions, was built 
entirely of wood, and covered an ample Q)ace of 
ground. The outward enclofiire was a lofty wall, 
or pallifade, of fmooth fquare timber, interfedled 
with high towers, but intended rather for orna- 
ment than defence. This wall, which feems to 

The royal village of Attila may be compared to the city of Ka- 
racorum, the refidence of the fucceflbrs of Zingis; which, though it 
appears to have been a more liable habitation, did not equal the fize 
or fplendour of the town and abbey of St. Denys, in the 13th century 
(fee Rubruquis, in the Hiftoire Generate des Voyages, tom. vli. p. a86.). 

The camp of Aurengzebe, as it is fo agreeably defcribed by Bernier 
(tom. li. p. ai7~— ajy:.), blended the manners of Scythia with the 
magnificence and luxury of Hindoftan, 

have 
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c H A P. have encircled the declivity of a hiii, compre- 

XXXIV. ^ h en ded a great variety: of wooden edifices, adapted 
to the ufes of royalty. A feparate houfe was 
affigned to each of the numerous wives of 
Attila ; and, initead of the rigid and illiberal 
confinement impofed by Afiaticjealoiify, they 
politelyadmitted the Eoraan ambafladors to their 
prefence, their table, and even to the freedom 
of an innocent embrace. When Maximin offered 
his prefents to Cerca, the principal queen, he 
admired the fingiilar architedlure of her manfion, 
the height of the round columns, the fize and 
beauty of the wood, which was curioiifly fliaped, 
or turned, or polilhed, or carved ; and his at- 
tentive eye. was able to difcover fome tafte in 
the ornaments, and fome regularity in the pro- 
portions. After palling through the guards who 
watched before the gate, the ambaffadors were 
introduced into the private apartment of Cerca. 
The wife of Attila received their vifit fitting, or 
rather lying, on a foft couch; the floor was 
covered with a carpet; the domeflics formed a 
circle round the Queen; and her damfels, leated 
on the ground, were employed in working the va- 
riegated embroidery which adorned the drefs of 
the Barbaric warrioi's. The Hims were ambitious 
of difjfiayingthofe riches which were the fruit and 
evidence of their vi^ories : the trappings of their 
horfes, their fwords, and even their flioes, were 
ffudded with gold and precious ffones; and 
th eir tables were profufely fpread with plates, and 
goblets, and vafes of gold and filver, which had 

been 
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been failiioned by the labour of Grecian artills. CH A P, 
The monarch alone alTunied the fuperior pride of 
iliil adhering to the fi mplici ty of his Scythian 
anceftors The drefs of Attila, his arms, and 
the furniture of his horfe, were plain, without 
ornament, and of a lingle colour. The royal 
table was ferved in wooden cups and platters ; 
fielh was his only food ; and the conqueror of 
the North never tailed the luxury of bread. 

When Attilahrll gave audience to the Roman The beha- 
ainbaffadors on the banks of the Danube, his 
tent was encompalTed with a fbnnidable guard, the Roma® 
The monarch himfelf, was feated in a wooden 
chair. His Hern countenance, an grygellures, and 
impatient tone, allonilhed the firinnefs of Maxi- 
inin ; but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble, 
lince he dillinclly iinderflood the menace, that 
if Attila did not refpebfc the law of nations, he 
would nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, 
and leave his body to the vultures. The Barba- 
rian condefcended, by producing an accurate lift, 
to expofe the bold falfehood of Aigilius, who had 
affirmed that no more than feveofceeii deferters 
could be found. But he arrogantly declared, 
tliat he apprehended only the dilgrace of con- 
tending with Ids fugitive Haves ; lince he defpifed 
their impotent eftbrts to defend the provinces 
whicli Theodolius had entrufted to their arms : 

When the Moguls difplayed the fpoils of Afig, in the diet of 
Toncat, the throne of Zingis was ftill covered with the original 
black felt carpet, on which he had been feated, when he was raifed 
to the command of his warlike countrymeii. See? Vie de Gengifcan, 

3. iv, c. 9. 
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CHAP. " For what fortrelV’ (added Attila), “ what city^ 
hi the wide extent of the Roman empires can 
“ hope to exift, fecure and impregnabiej if it 
“ is ourpleafure that it diould be erazed from 
“ the earth He difmiffed, however^ the in- 
terpreter, who returned to Conftantinople wirh 
his peremptory demand of more complete refti- 
tiition, and a more fplendid embaffy. His anger 
gradually fubfided, and his domeftic fatisfadtion, 
ill a marriage which he celebrated on the road 
with the daughter of Edam, might perhaps con- 
tribute to mollify the native fierceiiefs of his 
temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal 
village, was marked by a very fingniar cere- 
mony. A numerous troop of women came out to 
meet their hero, and their king. They marched 
before him, diflributed into long and regular 
files : the intervals between the files were filled by 
white veils of thin linen, which the women on 
either fide bore aloft in their hands, and which 
formed a canopy for a chorus of young virgins, 
who chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian 
language. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, 
with a train of female attendants, faluted Attila 
at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the 
palace ; and offered, according to the cuftom of 
the country, her refpedtfui homage, by intreating 
him to tafte the wine and meat, which fhe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo- 
narch had gracioufly accepted her hofpitable gift, 
his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height, as he fat on horfeback 5 and Attila, 

when 
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when he had touched the goblet with his lips, chap. 
again fainted . tlie wife of Onegefius, and con- 
tinued his march. During his relidence at the 
feat of empire, his hours were not walled in the 
reclufe idlenefs ofaferaglioj and the King of the 
Huns could maintain his fuperior dignit j,without 
concealing his perfon from the public view. He 
frequently alfembled his council, and gave audi- 
ence to the ambaffadors of the nations; and his 
people might appeal to the fupreme tribunal, 
which he held at Hated times, and, according to 
the Eallern cullom, before the principal gate of 
his wooden palace. The Homans, both of the 
Eaft, and of the Well, were twice invited to the 
banquets, where Attila fealled with the princes 
and nobles of Scythia. Maximinandhis colleagues The royal 
were Hopped on the threfliold, till they had made 
a devout libation to the health and profperity of 
the King of the Huns; and were condu6led, after 
this ceremony, to their refpe6live feats in a fpa- 
cious hall. The royal table and couch, covered 
with carpets and fine linen, was raifed by feveral 
Heps in the iiiidH of the hall ; and a fon, an uncle, 
or perhaps a favourite king, wmre admitted to 
fliare the 11 mple and homely repaH ofAttila. Two 
lines of fmail tables, each of which contained three 
or fourgueHsjWere ranged in order on either hand; 
the right was efleeraed the moH honourable, but 
the Romans ingenuoufly confefs, that they were 
placed on the left; and, that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain, moH probably of the Gothic race, pre- 
ce d e d th e reprefen tati ves of Theddoim s an d Val en- 

tinian. 
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c H AP. tinxan. The Barbarian monarch received from Ms 
cup-bearer a goblet filled with wiile, and coiii- 
teoufly drank to the health of the moll diftingiiifii- 
ed giieft ; who role from his leat, and expreffed, 
in the fame manner, his loyal and refpedlful vows. 
This ceremony was fuceeffively performed for all, 
or at dealt for the iiluftrious perfons of the 
affembly ; and a conliderable time mull have been 
confumed, fince it was thrice repeated, as each 
courfe of fervice was placed on the table. But the 
wine Itill remained after the meat had been re- 
moved j and the Huns continued to indulge their 
ihtemperancelong after the fober and decent am- 
balTadorsof the two empires had withdrawn them- 
felves from the nodturnal banquet. Yet before 
they retired, they enjoyed a lingular opportunity 
of obferving the manners of the nation in their 
convivial amufements. Two Scythians Hood 
before the couch of Attila, and recited the 
verfes which they had compofed, to celebrate 
his valour and his vidlories. A profound filence 
prevailed in the hall j and the attention of the 
guefts was captivated by the vocal harmony, 
which revived and perpetuated the memory 
of their own exploits : a martial ardour dallied 
from the eyes of the warriors j who were impa- 
tient for battle j and the tears of the old men 
exprelTed their generous defpair, that they 
GOuld no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the field This entertainment, which might be 

If we may believe Plutarch (in Demetrio, tom. v. p. 24. ) it wa& 
the cuftora ' of the Scythians, when they indulged in the pleafures of 
the table, to awaken their languid courage by the martial harmony 
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coniidered as a fcliool of military virtue, was ftic- chap. 
ceeded by a farce, that debated the dignity pf xxxiv.^ 
human nature. A Moorifli and a Scythian bufibon 
fucceffively excited the mirth of the rude fpec- 
tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs, 
antic geftures, abfurd tpeeches, and the ftrange 
unintelligible confufion of the Latin, the Gothic, i 

and the Hiinnic languages ; and the hall reibiind- ^ 

ed with loud and licentious peals of laughter. In 
the midft of tliis intemperate riot, Attila alone, I 

witliout a change of countenance, maintained his 
lledfafl and inflexible gravity j which was never 
relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the ; 

yoiingell of his fons : he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal tendernefs, gently pinched 
him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affec- 
tion, which was juflified by the affnrance of his 
prophets, that Irnac would be the future fup- 
port of his femily and empire. Two days after- 
wards, the ambaffadors received a fecond invita- 
tion ; and they had reafon to praife the politenefs, 
as well as the hofpitality, of Attila. The King 
of the Huns held a long and familiar converfation 
with Maximin ; but his civility was interrupted i 

by rude expreflions, and haughty reproaches; and ‘i 

hewasprovoked,byamotiveofintereft,tofup- 
port, with unbecoming zeal, the private claims 
of his fecretary Coniiaotius. “ The Emperor” 

(faid Attila), “ has long promifed him a rich 
“wife: Conflantius muft not be difappointed j 
“ nor fliould a Roman emperor deferve the name 
“ of liar.” On the third day, the ambaffadors 

were 
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c H A P. were difmified ; the freedom of feveral captives 
grS’^ited, for a moderate ranfom, to their 
preffing entreaties; and, befides the royal pre- 
fen ts, they were permitted to accept from each 
of the Scythian nobles, the honourable and ufe- 
lul gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by tlie 
fame road, to Condantiiiople ; and though he 
was involved in an accidental difpute with Beric, 
the new ainbaffador of Attila, he flattered himfelf 
that he had contributed, by the laborious journey, 
to confirm the peace and alliance of the two 
nations 

Confpiracy 1^^^® B-omaii ambaflador was ignorant of 

of the the treacherous defign, which had been concealed 

Jainft the Under the mafk of the public faith. The furprife 
Hfe of and fatisfa6lion of Edecon, when he contemplated 
the fplendoiir of Conflaiitinople, had encouraged 
the interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a 
fecret interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius 
whogoverned the Emperor and the empire. After 
fome previous converfiition, and a mutual oath 
of fecrefy, the eunuch, who had not, from his 

■<7 The curious narrative of this emhaffyj M'hich required few 
ohfervations, and was not fufceptible of any collateral evidence, 
may be found in Prifcus, p. 49 — 70. But I have not confined myfelf 
to the fame order; and I had prevloufly extraded the hiftorical cir- 
cumftances, which were lefs intimately conneited with the journey, 
and bufinefs of the Roman ambafladors. 

M. de Tillempnt has very properly given the lucceflion of 
Chamberlains, who reigned hi the name of Theodofius. Chryfa- 
phius was the laft, and, according to the unanimous evidence of 
hiftory, the worft of thefe favourites (lee Hill, des Empereurs, 
tom. vi. p. 117^ — 119. Mem. Ecclef. tom. xv. p.438.}. His par- 
tiality for his, godfather, tlie hereltarch Eutyches, engaged him to 
perfecute the orthodox party* 


OWH' 
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own feelings or experieiiGe, imbibed any exalted 
notions of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe 
tbe death of Attila, as an important fervice, by 
which Edecon might deferve a liberal lhare of 
the wealth and luxury which he admired. The 
ambaffador of the Huns liftened to the tempting 
offer 5 and profeffed, with apparent zeal, his abi- 
lity, as well as readinefs, to execute the bloody 
deed : the defign was communicated to the maf- 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius 
confented to the affafli nation of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
feated by the diffimulation,- or the repentance, of 
Edecon; and, though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon, which he 
feemed to approve, he dexteroully affumed the 
merit of an early and voluntary confeffion. If we 
now review the embaffy of Maxirain, and the 
behaviour of Attila, we muff applaud the Bar-- 
barian, who refpe6led thelaws of holpitality, and 
generoufly entertained and difmiffed the minifter 
of a prince who had confpired againfl his life. 
But the ralhnefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
extraordinary, fince he returned, confcious of his 
guilt and danger, to the royal camp; accom- 
panied by his fon, and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold,' which the favourite eu- 
nuch had furnifhed, to fatisfy the demands of 
Edecon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The interpreter was inffantly feized, and dragged 
before the tribunal of Attila, wdiere he afferted 
his innocence with fpecious firmnefs, till Ihe 
VOL. VI. Q threat 
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c H A P. threat of infli6ting inftant death on his fon, ex« 
^ lincere difcovery of the crimi- 
nal tranfa^ion. Under the name of ranfomot 
confifcation, the rapacious King of the Huns 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a traitor, whom he difdained to piinilh. He 
pointed his juft indignation againft a nobler 
He repri- obj e6t. His ambaftadoi’s Ellaw and Oreftes were 
immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with 
the Empe- a peremptoryinfti'udtion, which itwas much fafer 
ror. for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly 
entered th e Imperial prefence, with th e fatal p urfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes ; who 
interrogated the euniioh Chryfaphius, as he ftood 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof Was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eflaw, who gravely addreffed the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words: “ Theodofius is the 
“ fon of an illuftrious and refpedlable parent : 
Attila likewife is defcended from a noble race j 
and he has fupported, by his a6lions, the dig- 
“ nity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
-zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
“ nal honours, and, by confenting to pay tribute, 
“ has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
“ flave. It is therefore juft, that he ftiould reve- 
rence the man whom fortune and merit have 
“ placed above him ; inftead of attempting, like 
“ a wicked flave, elandeftinely to confpire againft 
“ his mafter.” The fon of Arcadius, who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery, heard 
. 3 with 
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with aftoniftiment the fevere language of truth 5 
he bloflied and trembled ; nor did he prefume 
dire6tly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eflaw and Oreftes were inftru6ted to demand. 
A folemn embafly, armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, two 
miniflers of confular or patrician rank, of whom 
the one was gi’eat treafures, and the other was 
mafter-general of the armies of the Eaft. He 
condefcended to meet thefe ambafiadors on the 
banks of the river Drenco ; and though he at firfl 
aflPe^leda Hern and haughty demeanour, his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and 
liberality. He condefcended to pardon the Em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace ; releafed a great number of captives 5 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
fate ; and refigned a large territory, to the fouth 
of the Danube, which he had already exhaiifled 
of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war ; and the 
fubje6ls of Theodolius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by pppreflive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have 
paid for his deftriuStion'^^ 

The 

This fecret confpiracy, and its important confequencea, may 
he traced in the fragments of Prilcus, p.37, 38; 39. 54* 70> 7I} 72. 
The chronology of tliat hiftorian is itqt fixed by any preczfe date; 

g a,: .. . but 
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e II A P, The Emperor Theodofius did not long furvive 
humiliating circumftance of an inglor 
Tiieodo- i’ious life. As he was riding, or hunting, in the 
fius the neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was thrown 
from his horfe into the river Lycus ; the fpine of 
A.D. 450 - the back was injured by the fall ; and he expired 
July 2,8.; pQjjjg afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and the forty-third of his reign®”. His 
lifter Pulcheria, whofe authority had been con* 
trouled both in civil and ecclefiaftical aftairs by 
the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una* 
nimoufly proclaimed Emprefs of the Eaft ; and 
the Romans, for the firft time, fubmitted to a 
female reign. No fooner had Pulcheria afceiided 
the throne, than (he indulged her own and the 
public refentment, by an adt of popular jufticei 
Without any legal trial, the eunuch Gliryfaphius 
was executed before the gates of the city ; and 
the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 
by the rapacious favourite, ferved only to haften 
and to juftify his punifliment®'. Amidft the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people, 
the Emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dift 
advantage to which her fex was expofedj and flie 

but tbe feries of negotiations between Attila and the Eaftern em- 
pire, muft be included between the three or four years which are 
terminated, A.D. 450, by the death of Theodofius. 

Theodorus the Reader (fee Valef. Hlft. Ecclef. tom. ill. p. 563.), 
and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fall, without fpecifying the 
injury: but the confequence was. fo likely to happen, and fo unlikely 
,to be invented, that we may fafely ^ve credit to Nicephorus Calliftus, 
a Greek of the fourteenth century. 

51 Pulcherise nutu (fays Count Marcellinus) fua cuni avaritia 
interemptus eft. She abandoned the eunuch to the pious revenge 
of a fon, whofe father had fuffered at his inftigatioii. 

wifely 
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wifely refolved to prevent their murmurs by the chap, 
choice of a. colleague, who would always refpe6l 
the fiiperior rank and virgin chatlity of his wife. 

She gave her hand to JVfarcian, a fenator, about andisfuc- 
fixty years of age ; and the nominal hiitband of 
Pulcheria was folemnlyinvefted with the Imperial Aug. 
purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the 
, orthodox creed, as it was eftablilhed by the coun- 
cil of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life, and after- 
wards on the throne, mayfupport a more rational 
belief, that he was qualified to reftore and in- 
vigorate an empire, which had been almofl 
difiblved by the fuccefiive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and 
educated to the profeffionof arms ; but Marcian’s 
youth had been feverely exercifed by poverty 
and misfortune, fince his only refource, when he 
firft arrived at Conftantinople, confifled in two 
hundred pieces of gold, which he had borrowed 
of a friend. He paffed nineteen years in the 
domeftic and military fervice of Afpar, and his 
fon Ardaburius ; followed thofe powerful gen erals 
to the Perfian and African wars ; and obtained, 
by their influence, the honourable rank of tri- 
bune and fenator. His mild difpofition, and 
ufeful talents, without alarming the jealoufy, 
recommended Marcian to the efteem and favour 
of his patrons : he had feen, perhaps he had felt, 
the abufes of a venal and opprefiive adminiflra- 
tion j and his own example gave weight and 
03 energy 
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energy to the laws, which he promulgated for 
the reformation of manners 


5^ Procot)ius, de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c.4. Evagrlus, l.il. c. p 
Theopte 

L Marcin, L ddigently tranfcribed by Baronins, as an encourage- 
ment for future princes. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

JjivaJion of Gaul hy Attila- — He is reyulfed hy 
Mtius and the Vifigoths. — Attila mmdes and 
evacuates Italy , — ’■The Deaths of Atjtila, Mtius ^ 
and V alentinian the Third. 

JT was the opinion of Marcian, that war iliould chap. 

be avoided, as long as it is poffible to pre« ^ xxxv. ^ 
ferve a fecure and honourable peace ; but it was Attila 
likewife his opinion, that peace canfiot be ho- threatens 
nourable or fecure, if the fovereign betrays a ph-es, and 
pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate prepares 
courage dictated his reply to the demands of 
Attila, who infolently prefled the payment of the A.D. 450. 
annual tribute. The Emperor fignitied to the 
Barbarians, that they mull no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome by the mention of a tiibute; • 
that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming 
liberality, the faithful friendfliip of his allies ; but 
that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace, 
they ilioLild feel that he pofleffed troops, and 
arms, and refolution, to repel their attacks. The 
fame language, even in the camp of the Huns, 
was ufed by his ambaffador Apollonius, whofe . 
bold refufal to deliver the prefents, till he had 
been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed 
a fenfe of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expedt from the 
Of 4 degenerate 
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Chara6ler 
and admi- 
nlftratlon 
of JEtIus. 


degenerate Homans/. He threatened to chaftife 
the radi fucceflbr of Theodofius ; but he hefitated 
whether he fliould hrft diredl h^s invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weft ern empire. While 
mankind awaited his decifion with awful fufpenfea 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Conftantinople ; and his minifters 
fainted the two Emperors with the fame haughty 
declaration, Attila, my lord, and thy lord, 
commands thee to provide a palace for his 
immediate reception But as the Barbarian 
defpifed, or affeded to defpife, the Romans of 
the Eaft, whom he had fo often vanquiihed, he 
foon declared his refolution of fufpending the 
eafy conqueft, till he had atchieved a more glo- 
rious and important enterprife. In the memo- 
rable invafioris of Gaul and Italy, the Huns 
were naturally attradled by the wealth and fer- 
tility of tiiofe provinces j but the particular mo- 
tives and provocations of Attila, can only be 
explained by the ft ate of the Weftern empire 
under the reign of Valentinian, or, tofpeak more 
'corre6lly, under the adminiftration of ^tiusk 
After the death of his rival Boniface, .^tius 
had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns ; 


* See PrifciiS} p.39. 7a. 

* The Alexandrian or Pafchal Chronicle, which introduces this 
haughty melTage, during the lifetime of Theodofius, may have an- 
ticipated the date , but the dull annalift was incapable of inventing 
the original and genuine ftyle of Attila. 

1 he fecond book of the Hittoire Critique de I’EtablliTement 
de la Monarchie Fran9oife, tom, i. p. 189— -434. throws great light 
on the ftate of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila ; but the 
ingenious author, the Abbe Dubos, too often bewilders hirafelf in 
fyftem and conjedure. 


[11 
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and he was indebted to their alliance for his fafety chap. 
and his reftoration. Inftead of the fuppliant Ian- , 
gnage of a guilty exile, -he foHcited his pardon a.d. 
at the head of fixty thoufand Barbarians ; and the 433-^454« 
Emprefs Placidia confeffed, by a feeble refiflance, 
that the condefcenfion, which might have been 
afcribed to cleinency, was the effedt of weaknefs 
orfear. She delivered herfelf, herfonV alentinian, 
and the Weflern empire into the hands of an 
infolent fubjedl, nor could Placidia protect the 
fon-in-law of Boniface, the virtuous and faithful 
JSebaftian % from the implacable perfecution, 
which urged him from one kingdom to another, 
till he miferably perilhed in the fervice of the 
Vandals. The fortunate iEtiiis, who was im- 
mediately promoted to the rank of patrician, and 
thrice invefled with the honours of the confuhliip, 
affumed, with the title of mailer' of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole military power of the 
Hate 5 and he is fometimes llyled, by contempo- 
rary writers, the Duke, or General, of the Ro- 
mans of the Weft. His prudence, rather than 
his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofius in the polfeffion of the purple j and 
Valeiitinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 

* Viitor Vitenfis, (de Perfecut. Vandal. L i. c. 6. p. 8. edit, Ruinart) 
calls him, acer concilio et ftrenuus In hello : but his courage, when 
he became unfortunate, was cenfured as defperate rafhnefs ; and Se- 
baflian deferved, or obtained, the epithet of pracefis (Sidon. Apollinar. 

Carmen, ix. 181 ). His adventuresat Conftantinople, in Sicily, Gaul, 

Spain, and Africa, are faintly marked in the Chronicles of Marcel- 
iinus and Idatius. In his diftrefs, he was always followed by a nu- 
paerous train ; fince he could ravage fJieHeilelpont aad Propontis, and 
ftize the city of Barcelona. 


luxury 
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c ,H A p. luxury of Italy, while the patrician appeared in 
^ the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who 

fupported near -twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. The Gothic hidorian inge» 
Uuoufly confeifes, that JBtius was born for the 
■falvation of the Roman republic ^ ; and the fol- 
lowing portrait, though it is drawn in the faired 
colours, mud be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. “ His 
‘‘ mother was a wealthy and noble Italian, and 
his father Gaudentius, who held a didinguilhed 
“ rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofe 
‘‘ from the ftation of a military domeflic^ to the 
“ dignity of mader of the cavalry. Their fon, 
‘‘ who was enrolled almod in his infancy in the 
guards, was given as a hodage, fird to Alaric, 
“ and afterwards to the Huns ; and he fuccef- 
“ fively obtained the civil and military honours 
** of the palace, for which he was equally qua- 
‘‘ lified by fuperior merit. The graceful figure 
“ of JEtius was not above the middle dature ; 
“ but his manly limbs w^ere admirably formed 
“ for drength, beauty, and agility ; and he 
“ excelled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
“ horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave- 
“ lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
“ food or of deep j and his mind and body were 
“ alike capable of the mod laborious efforts. 
«« He pofieded the genuine courage, tliat can 
defpife not only dangers but injuries j and it 

* Reip\ibUcse Romanse fingularlter natus, qui fuperbiam Siievorum, 
Francorumque barbariem immenfis coedibus fervire Imperio Romano- 
coegiflet. Jornandes de Rebus Geticis, c. 34. p. 660. 

“was 
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was impollible either to corrupt, or deceive, or c H A P. 
« intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul 
The Barbarians, who had feated themfelves in the 
Weflern provinces, were infenfibly taught to re- 
Ipedfc the faith and valour of the patrician ^tius. 

He foothed their paffions, confulted their pre- 
judices, balanced their interefts, and checked 
their ambition. A feafonable treaty, which he 
concluded with Genferic, protected Italy from 
the depredations of the Vandals ; the indepen- 
dent Britons implored and acknowledged bis 
falutary aid ; the Imperial authority was reftored 
and maintained in Gaul and Spain ; and he com- 
pelled the Franks and the Suevi, whom he had 
vanquiflied in the field, to become the ufeful 
confederates of the republic. 

From a principle of interefl, as well as grath His con* 
tude, jEtius affiduoufly cultivated the alliance of 
the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a Huns and 
hoftage, or an exile, he had familiarly converfed 
with Attila himfelf, the nephew of his benefactor; 
and the two famous antagonifts appear to have 
been connected by a perfonal and military friend- 
lliip, which they afterwards confirmed by mu- 
tual gifts, frequent embaffies, and the education 
of Carpilio, the fon of Altius, in the camp of 
Attila, By the Ipecious profeffions of gratitude 

** This portrait is drawn by Renatus Profuturus Frigeiidus, a con- 
temporary hiftorian, known only by ibme extradls, which are pre- 
ferved by Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 8. in tom. if. p. ida.). It was 
probably the duty, or at leaft the intereft, of Renatus, to magnify the 
virtues of JEtius j but he would have ihewn more dexterity, if he 
Itad not inftfted on his patientj/orjm/zg: di^ofition. 

and 
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,c HAP. and voluntary attachment, the patrician might 
. diiguife his apprehenfions of the Scythian con- 

queror, who preflhd the two empires with his 
innumerable armies. His demands were obeyed 
or eluded. When lie claimed the fpoils of a van- 
quiflied city, fome vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embez?ded, the civil and military 
governors of Noricum were immediately dif- 
patched to fatisfy his complaints ’ : and it is 
evident, from their converfation with Maxirain 
and Prifcus, in the royal village, that the valour 
and prudence of i^Jtius had not faved the 
Weftern Romans from the common ignominy 
of tribute. Yet his dexterous policy prolonged 
the advantages of a falutary peace 5 and a nu- 
merous army of Huns and Alani, whom he had 
attached to his perfon, was employed in the 
defence of Gaul. Two colonies of thefe Bar- 
' barians were judicioufly fixed in the territories 
of Valens and Orleans®: and their adfive ca- 
valry fecured the important paffages of tlie 


7 The embaffy confifted of Count Romulus j of Promotus, pre- 
lident of Noricum ; and of Romanns, tlie military duke. They 
■were accompanied by TatuUus, an illuftrious citizen of Petovio, 
in the fame province, and father of Oreftes, -who had married the 
daughter of Count Romulus. See Prifcus, p. 5 7. 65. Caffiodorius 
(Variar. i. 4.) mentions another embafly, which was executed by 
his father arid Carpilio, the fon of JEtius : and, as Attila -was no 
more, he could fafely boaft of their manly intrepid behaviour in his 
prefence. 

* Deferta Valentinse urbi's rura Alanis partienda traduntur, Prof- 
per. Tyronis Chron. in Hiftoriens de France, tom. i. p, 639. A few 
lines afterwards, Proiper obferves, that lands in the ulterior Gaul 
were affigned to the Alani, Without admitting the corredtion of 
‘Dubos (tom. i. p. 300.), the reafonable fuppofition of two colonies 
or garrifons of Alani, ■will confirm his arguments, and remove his 
objedlions. 

Rhdne 
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Rh6ne and of the Loire. Thefe favage allies chap, 
were not indeed lefs formidable to the fubjeds . ^ 

than to the enemies of Rome,. Their original 
fettlement was enforced with the licentious 
violence of conqued ; and the province through 
which they marched was expofed to all the 
calamities of an hoftile invafion Strangers to 
the Emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambition of ^tius ; and 
though he might fufpedt, that in a contell with 
Attila hiinfelf, they would revolt to the llandard 
of their national king, the patrician laboured to 
reflrain, rather than to excite their zeal and 
refentment againft the Goths, the Burgundians, 
and the Franks. 

The kingdom eftablilhed by the Viligoths in The Vifi-, 
the fou them provinces of Gaul, had gradually GauiuSier 
acquired flrength and maturity ; and the con- the reign 
dudt of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in 
peace or war, engaged the perpetual vigilance A.D. 
of Mtim. After the death of Wallia, the Go^ 
thic fceptre devolved to Theodoric, the fon of 

® See Profper. Tyro, p. 639. SIdonlus (Panegyr. Avit. ^^46.) 
complains, in the name of Auvergne, his native country^ 

Litorius Scythicos equites tunc forte fubailo 
Celfus Aremorico, Geticum rapiebat in agmeii 
Per terras, Arverne, tuas, qui proxiraa qu3eque 
jDifcurfu, flammis, ferro, feritate, rapinis, 

Delebant ; pads fallentes nomen inane- 
Auother poet, Paulinus of Perigord, confirms the complaint ; 

Nam focium vix ferre queasy qui durlor hofte. 

SeeDubosj tora.i. p. 33©. 
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c H A P. tLe great Alaric“; and his profperoiis reign, 

. of more than thirty years, over a turbulent 

• people, maybe allowed to prove that his pru- 

dence was fupported by uncommon vigour, 
both of mind and body. Impatient of his nar- 
row limits, Theodoric afpired to the polTeffion. 
of Arles, the wealthy feat of government and 
commerce ; but the city was faved by the timely 
approach of AEtius ; and the Gothic King, 'who 
had raifed the fiege with fome lofs and difgrace, 
was perfuaded, for an adequate fublidy, to di- 
vert the martial valour of his fubje^s in a 
Spanifii war. Yet Theodoric ftill watched, and 
eagerly feized the favourable moment of renew- 
A.D. hotlile attempts. The Goths befieged 

435— 439« Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces were 
invaded by the Burgundians; and the public 
fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Borne. On 
every fide, the a6livity of iEtius, and his Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful 
reliflance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
flain , in battle ; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 


” Theodoric II. the fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avhus his 
refolution of repairing, or expiating the faults wliich his grandfather 
had committed. 

Quse nojier peccavit a-vm^ quern fufcat id unum, 

Quod te, Roma, capit. — 

Sidon. Panegyric. Avit. 505. 

This charadler, applicable only to the great Alaric, eftabliflies 
the genealogy of the Gothic kings, which has hitherto been un- 
noticed. 


tains 
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tains of Savoy The walls of Narbonne had chap. 
been fliaken by the battering engines, and the 
inhabitants had endured the laft extremities of 
famine, when Count Litorius, approaching in 
fiience, and dire6ting each horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his' way 
through the intrenchments of the befiegers. 

The fiege was immediately raifed ; and the 
more decilive vi6tory, which is afcribed to the 
perfonal conduct of JEtius himfelf, was marked 
with the blood of eight thoufand Goths. But 
in the abfence of the patrician, who was haflily 
fummoned to Italy by fome public or private 
intereft, Count Litorius fucceeded to the com- 
mand ; and his prefumption foon difcovered, 
that far different talents are required to lead a 
wing of cavalry, or to direct the operations of 
an important war. At the head of an army of 
Huns, he rafldy advances to the gates of Thou- 
loufe, full of carelefs contempt for an enemy, 
whom his misfortunes had rendered prudent, 
and his fituation made defperate. The predic- 
tions of the augurs had infpired Litorius with 
the profane confidence that he flioukl enter 
the Gothic capital in triumph; and the trull 
which he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged 
him to rejedl the fair conditions of peace, which 

" The name of Sapaudia, the origin of Savoy, is firft mentioned 
by Ammianus ^Marcelllnus ; and two military pofts are afcertained, 
by the Notitia, within the limits of that province : a cohort was 
ftationed at Grenoble in Dauphine; andEbreduuum,or Iverdun, fhel" 
tered a fleet of fmali veflels which commimded the lake of Neufdiatel. 

See Valefms, Notit. Gallianim . p. 503. ■ D’AnvlUe, Notice de I’An- 
¥ienne Gaule, p. :?84. 379, 


were 
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were repeatedly propofed by the billiops in the 
name of Theodoric. The King of the Goth& 
exhibited in his diflrefs the edifying contrafl of 
Chrillian piety and moderation ; nor did he lay 
afide his fackcloth and allies till he w’'as pre*^ 
pared to arm for the combat. His foldiers, 
animated with martial and religious enthufiafiiij 
affaulted the camp of Litorius. The conflict 
was obflinate, the daughter was mutual. The 
.Roman general, after a total defeat, which 
could be imputed only to his unfliilful raflinefs, 
was a<Stually'led through the flreets of Thou- 
ioufe, not in his own, but in a hoflile triumph ; 
and the mifery which he experienced, in a long 
and ignominious captivity, excited the com- 
panion of the Barbarians themfeives Such a 
lofs, in a country whofe fpirit and finances were; 
long fince exhaufted, could not eafily be re- 
paired 5 and the Goths, aduming, in their turn, 
the fentiraents of ambition and revenge, would 
have planted their victorious flandards on the 
banks of the Rhone, if the prefence of JEtius 
had not reflored llrength and difcipline to 
the Romans The two armies expeCted the 

iignal 

“ Salvian has attempted to explain the m<aal government of the 
Deity ; a taik which may be readily performed byfuppofing, that the 
calamities of the wicked are judgments ^ and thofe of tli.e righteonsj 
trials^ 

'3 Capto terrarum damna patebant 

. Litorio. in Rhodannm proprios producere fines, , 

Theudoridas fixum; nec erat pugna-eneceire, 

Sed migrare Getis ; rabidam trux afperat iram 
Vitftor; quod fenlit Scythicura fufa mcenibus hoflem 
Imputat, et nihil eft gravius, fi forfitan xinquara 
Vincere contingat, trepido. 


Panegyr. Avit. 300, &c. 

SidoriiitS’ 
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lignal of a decifive adlion ; but the generals, who 
were confcious of each other’s force, and doubt- 
ful of their own fuperiority, prudently ftieathed 
their fwords in the held of battle; and their re^ 
conciliation was permanent and lincere. Theo- 
doric. King of the Viligoths, appears to have 
deferved the love of his fubjedts, the confidence 
of Ins allies, and the efteem of mankind. His 
throne was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who 
were educated with e^jual care in the exercifes 
of the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
fchools: from the lludy of the Roman jurilpru- 
dence, they acquired the theory, at lead;, of law 
and jiiftice ; and the harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to foften the afperity of their native 
manners The two daughters of the Gothic 
King were g^ven in marriage to the eldefl: fons of 
the Kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who 
reignedin Spain and Africa; but thefe illuftrious 
alliances were pregnant with guilt and difeord. 
The Queen of the Suevi bewailed the death of 
an hufi3and, inhumanly maflTacred by her bro- 
ther. The Princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyrant, w'hom die called her 
father. The cruel Genferic fufpedted, that his 

Sidoniua then proceeds, according to the duty of a panegyrift, to 
transfer the whole merit from ^tius to his mimfter Avitus. 

Theodoric II. revered, in the perfon of Avitus, the character of 
his preceptori^^ 

— — Mihi Romula dudum 

Per te jura placent; parvumque edifeere juflit 
Ad tua verba pater, docili quo prifea Maronis 
Carmine moUiret Scythicos mihi pagina mores. 

Si^doa. Ps»egyr. Avlt. 495, See, 
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wifeliad confpired to poifoii him ; the fup» 
pofed crime was puniihed by the amputation of 
her note and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of 
Theodoric was ignominioufly returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti- 
lated condition. This horrid a6lj which muft 
feem incredible to a civilized age, drew tejirs from 
every fpedlatorj but Theodoric was urged by the 
feelings of a parent and a Icing, to revenge fuch 
irreparable injuries. The Imperial miuifters, 
who always cheriflied the difcord of the Barba- 
rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms, 
and (hips, and treafures, for the African war ; and . 
the cruelty of Genfeiic might have been fatal to 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in 
his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and preffing felicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila; and the deflgns of -/Etius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion 
' ofGauT^ 

The The Franks, whofe monarchy was ftill confined 

Franks m neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, had 

Gaul, un- . ^ , 

der the wifely eftabliflied the right of hereditary fuccef- 

Meroyin- fion iu the noblc family of the Merovingians 

, -.i . 

Our authorities for the reign of Theodoric I. are, Jornandes 
• de Kebus Geticis, c. 34. 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius, and 
the two Profpers, Inlerted In the Hiftorians of France, tom. i. 
p. 6ra — 640. To thefe we may add Salvlan de Gubernationc Dei, 
I. vii. p. 243 j;a 44 , it 45 - and the panegyric of .Avitus, by Sido- 
uius. ' ■ . 

• > Reges Cr/.v/ 7 oj fe creavllTe de primu, et ut Ita dicam nobiliori 
fuorura famlliii, (Greg. Turon.’ h'il. 'c.*' 9. oT the fccond 

volume of tlie iliftorraiis of France). Gregory himfelf does not 
* • i ■ mention 
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Tllefe princes were elevated on a buckler, the c H a p., 
fymbol of military command"^ ; and the royal . 
fafliion of long hair was the en%n of their birth A.D. 
and dignity. Tl^r flaxen locks, which they/*®”"'^'^^' 
combed and drefled with lingular care,, hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and Ihoul- 
ders; while the reft of their nation were obliged, 
either by law or cuftom, to lhave the hinder part 
of their head; to comb their hair over the fore- 
head, and to content themfelves with the orna- 
ment of two fmall whilkers The lofty ftature 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
■Germanic origin; their clofe apparel, accurately 
exprefled the figure of their limbs; a weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt; their 
bodies were protected by a large ftiield : and thefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained from their earlieft 

mention the Merovingian name, which may be traced, however, to 
the beginning of the feventh century, as the diftinnive appellation of 
the royal family, and even of the French monarchy- An ingeniou* 
critic has deduced the Merovingians from the great Maroboduus; and 
he has clearly proved, that the prince, who gave his name to the 
.firft race, was more ancient than the father of Childeric. See the 
Memoires de I’Acadaraie des Infcriptions, tom. xx. p. 5a — 90. tom. 
xxx.p. 557— 587. 

This German cuftom, which maybe traced from Tacitus to Gre- 
gory of Tours, was at length adopted by the emperors of Conftanti- 
nople. From a MS. of the tenth century, Montfaucon has delineated 
the reprefentation of a fimilar ceremony, which the ignorance of tibe 
age had applied to King David. See Monuments de la Monarchie 
Prangoife, tom. i. DifcoUrfe Preliminaire, 

Caefaries prolixa . ... crinium flagellis per, terga dimiffis, ScO. 

See the Preface to the third volume of die Hiftorians of France, and 
the Abbe le Bmuf (Differtat. tom. iii. p. 47 — 79.). This peculiar 
fafliion of the Merovingians has been.remarked by natives arid ftrangers j 
'by Prlfcus (tonl. i. p. 608.) by Agathias (tom. ii. p. 49.), and by Gre- 
gory of Tours, 1 . iii. 18. vl. Ji4. viii. 10. tom. ihp. 196. S78. 316. 

H 2 ' youth. 
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youth, to run, to leap, to fwim j to dart the 
javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim; to 
advance, without hefitation, againft a fuperior 
enemy ; and to maintain, either in life or death, 
the invincible reputation of their anceftors 
Clodion, the hrft of their long-haired kings, 
whole name and actions are mentioned in authen- 
tic hiftory, held his relidence at Difpargum “, a 
village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be afligned 
between Louvain and Brullels. From the report 
of his fpies, the King of the Franks was informed, 
that the defencelefs Hate of the fecond Belgic 
mull yield, on the llightell attack, to the valour 
of his fubjeiSts. He boldly penetrated through 
the thickets and moraifes of the Carbonarian fb* 
reft^’ ; occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only , 
cities which exifted in the fifth century, and ex- 
tended his conquells as far as the river Somme, 
over a defolate country, whofe cultivation and 
populoufnefs are the effe^s of more recent in- 
duftry'"®. While Clodion lay encamped in the 

’‘s See au orislnal picture of the figure, drefs, arms, and temper of 
the ancient Franks in Sidonius ApoUinarls (Panegyr. Majorian 
438— *54*) » piAures, though coarfely drawn, have a real 

and intrinfic value. Father Daniel (Hift. de la Milice Fran9oife, 
tom. i. p. a — 7.) has illuftrated the defcription. 

“ Dubos, Hift. Critique, &c. tom. i. p. ayi, ay*. Some geo- 
graphers have placed Difpargum on the German fide of the Rhine. 
See a note of the Benedidine Editors to the Hiftorians of France, 
tom. ii. p. 166. 

; The Carbonarian wood, was that part of the great foreft of the 
Ardennes, which lay between the Efcaut, or Scheldt, and the Meufe. 
Valef. Notit. Gall. p. ia6. ‘ 

Gregor. Turon. I. ii. c. 9. in tom. ii. p. x 66 , 167. Fredegar. 
Epitora. c. 9. p. 395. Gefta Reg. Franco!', c. 5. intom.ii. p. 544« 
Vit. St. Resiig. ab Hincraar, in tom. iii, p. 373. 

plains 
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plaios of Artois^^, and celebrated, with vain and q 
oflentatious fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of 
his fon, the nuptial feaft, was inteiTiipted by the 
unexpe6led and unwelcome prefence of A^tiiis, 
who had pafled the Somme at the head of his‘ 
light cavalry. The tables which had been fpread 
under the ftielter of a hill, along the banks of 
a pleafant flream, were rudely overturned ; the 
Franks were opprelTed before they could recover 
their arms, or their ranks; and their unavailing 
valour was fatal only to therafelves. The loaded 
waggons, which had followed their march, afford- 
ed a rich booty; and the virgin bride, with 
her female attendants, fubmitted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by the fkill and a6tivity of j®tius, might re- 
flect fome difgrace on the military prudence of 
Clodion; but the King of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ilrengtb and reputation, and Hill 
maintained the pofleffion of his Gallic kingdom 
from the Bhine to the Somme Under hia 


=3 Francus qua Cloio patentes . , , 

Atrebatum terns pervaferat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 

The precife fpot was a town, or village, called VIcus Helena i and 
both the name and the place are difcovered by modern geographers 
at Lens. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. *46. Longuerue, Eefcription ide 
la France, tom. ii. p.88. 

See a vague account of the adlion in Sidonius. Panegyr. 
Majorian. »ia— »30. The French critics, impatient to eftablifli 
their monarchy in Gaul, have (hawn a ftrong argument from the 
lilence of Sidonius, who dares not infinu^e, that the vanquiflied. 
Franks were compelled to repafs the Rhine. Dwbos, tom., i. 
p.3a». 
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reign, and moll probably from the enterpriling 
fpirit of his fubje^s, the three capitals, Mentz, 
breves, and Cologne, experienced the efie^s of 
hollile cruelty and avarice. The diftrefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi« 
nion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated the 
ruins of Treves; and Treves, which, in the fpace 
of forty years, had been four times befieged and 
pillaged, was dilpofed to lofe the memory of her 
alili6lions in the vain amufements of the Cii’ciis^^ 
The death of' Clodion, after a reign of twenty 
years, expofed his kingdom to the difcord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the yoiing- 
er^^, was perfuaded to implore the prote6lion of 
Rome; he was received at the Imperial court, as 

■ the ally of Valentiniaii, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician JEtius; and difmilfed, to his native 
country, with fplendid gifts, and the llrongell 
alTurances of friendlhip andfupport. During his 
ab fence, his “elder brother had folicited, with 
equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila; and 
the King of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 

Salvlan (de Gubernat. Dei, 1 . vl.) has exprefled, In vague and 
declamatory language, the misfortunes of thefe three cities, which are 
dlftlntftiy afcertained bjr the learned Mafcou, Hift. of the ancient Ger* 
•■rnans, ix. ai. 

' Prifcus, in relating the conteft, does not name the two brothers ; 

■ the fecond of whom he had , feen at Rome, a beardlefs youth, with 
long %wing hair (Hiftorians of France, tom. i. p. 607, 608.). The 
'Benedidtine- Editors are mdiried to believe, that they were the fons of 
fome unknown King of the Franks, who reigned on the banks of the 
Necker ;-but the arguments of M. de Foncemagne (Mem. de TAca- 
■demiejTbttit viii. p.464.) feem to prove, that the fuccelTion of Clodion 
was difputed by his t\vo fons, and that the younger was Meroveus, the 
father of ChEderic, 
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facilitated the paffage of the Rhinej and juftified, 
by a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva- 
iion of Gaul 

When Attila declared his refolution of fupport- 
ing the caufe of his allies, the Vandals and the 
Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in thelpirit 
of romantic chivalry, the favage monarch pro- 
feffed himfelf the lover and the champion of the 
Princefs Honoria. The hfter of Valentinian was 
educated in the palace of E-avenna 5 and as her 
marriage might be productive of fome danger 
to the Rate, flie was raifed, by the title of Au» 
above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fubjeCt. But the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained thefixteenth year of her age, than 
jthe detelled the importunate greatnefs which 
muft for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable love : in the midft of vain and im- 
fatisfaClory pomp, Honoria fighed, yielded to 
the impulfe of nature, and threw herfelf into the 
arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her guilt 
and lhame (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man) were loon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy ; but the difgrace of the 
royal family was publilhed to the world by the 

’’’ Under* the Merovingian race, the throne was hereditary ; but 
all the fons of the deceafed monarch were equally entitled to their 
fliare of his treafures and territories. See the DilTertations of M. da 
Foncemagne, in the fixth and eighth volumes of the Memoires de 
f Academic. 

A medal is ftill extant, which exhibits the plealing countenance of 
Honoria, witir the title of Augufta ; and on the reverie, the improper 
legend of Salus Reipublicte round the monagram of Chrift. See 
Ducange, Famih Byzajitin. p. 67. 73. 
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imprudence of the Eraprefs Plaeidia ; who dif* 
miffed her daughter, after a ffri(^ and Hiamefui 
confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantinople. 
The unhappy princefs paffed twelve or fourteen 
years in the irkfome fociety of the fifters of 
Theodofius, and their chofen virgins 5 to whofe 
cromi Honoria could no longer afpire, and whofe 
monaftic affiduity of prayer, fading, andvigils,ihe 
reludtantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopelefs celibacy, urged her to embrace a drange, 

. and defperate refolution^ The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidable at Conftantinople j 
and hisfi’equentembaffies entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the purfuit of love, or rather of re- 
venge, the daughter of Plaeidia facrificed every 
duty and every prejudice 5 and offered to deliver 
her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of whofe 
language ihe was ignorant, whofe figure was 
fcarcely human, and whofe religion and manners 
ihe abhorred. By the minillry of a faithful 
eunuch, file tranfraitted to Attila a ring, the 
pledge of her affedtion ; and earneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom he 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldiiefs 
and difdamj and the King of the Huns con- 
tinued to multiply the number of his wives, till 
his love was awakened by the more forcible paf 
lions of ambition and avarice. The invafion of 
Gaul was preceded, and juftified, by a formal 
demand of the Priucels Honoria, with a juft and 
16 . equal 
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<3qital fliare of the Impeml patrimonjr. His pre- c H A p. 
tieceffors, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad- 
ilrelled, in the fame hoftile and peremptory man- 
ner, the daughters of China; and the pretenlions 
of Attila were not lefs oiFenfive to the majefty of 
ilome. A firm, but temperate, refiifal was com- 
municated to his ambaffadors. The right of 
female fucceffion, though it might derive a fpe- 
cious argument from the recent examples of 
jPlacidia and Pulcheria, was ftrenuoully denied ; 
and the indillbluble engagements of' Honoria 
\vere oppofed to the claims of her Scythian 
lover On the difcoveiy of her connexion 
with the King of the Huns, the guilty Princefs 
had been fent away, as an objedl of horror, from 
Conftantinople to Italy; her life was fpared ; 
but the ceremony of her marriage was per- 
formed with fome obfcure and nominal hufband, 
before fhe was immured in a perpetual prifon, 
to bewail th ofe crimes and misfortunes, which 
Honoria might have efcaped, had Ihe not been 
born the daughter of an emperor^®. 

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the Attila in- 
learned and eloquent Sidonius, who was after- 

fieges Or- 

*5 See Prifcus, J>, 39, 40. It might be fairly alleged, that if females 
touid fucceed to Uie throne, Valentinian himfelf, who had married 
the daiightej? and heirefs of the younger Theodolius, would have 
aflerted her right to the laftem empire. 

The adventures of Honoria are imperfeflly related by Jomandes, 

4 e Succeffione Regn. c. 97. and de Reb. Get. c. 42. p. 674. ; and in 
the Chronicles of Profper and Marceiliuus ; but they cannot be made 
confiftent, or probable, unlefs we feparate, by an interval of time and 
|)Iace, her intrigue witli Engenius, and her invitation of Attila. 

%vards 
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C H A P. wards Biftop of Clermont, liad made a promife 
of his friends, that he would compofe a 
' A. D.451. regular hillory of the war of Attila. If the 

mqdelly of Sidonius had not difcouraged him 
from the profecntion of this interefting work^’^, 
the hiftorian would have related, with the lim- 
plidty of truth, thofe memorable events, to 
which the poet, in vague and doubtful meta- 
phors, has concifely alluded^*. The kings and 
nations of Germany and Scythia, from the 
Volga perhaps to the Danube, obeyed the 
warlike fummons of Attila. From the royal 
village, in the plains of Hungary, his ftandard 
moved towards the Weft ; and, after a march of 
feven or eight hundred miles, he reached the 
conflux of the Rhine and the Necker 5 where 
he was joined by the Franks, who adhered to 
bis ally, the elder of the fons ©f Clodion. A 
troop of light Barbarians, who roamed in queft 
of plunder, might choofe the winter Ibr the con- 
venience of palling the river on the icej hut 




^’.Exegeras mihi, nt promitterem tibi, Attils bellum Rylo me 
pofteris iritimatururo ..... coeperam fcribere, fed operis arepti 
fafce perfpedo, tseduit inchoafle. , Sidon. ApoU. 1 . viii. epift. ij. 
p. m 6 . 

33 Snbito cum rupta tumultu 

Barbaries totas iii te trahsfuderat AriSlos, 

Gallia. Pugnacem Regum comitante Gelono 
Gepida trux fequitur ; Seyrum Burgundio cogit : 

Chunus, Bellonotus, Neurus, Bafterna, Toringus 
BrucSlerus, ulvosa vel quem Nicer abluit unda 
Prorumpit Frahcus. Cecidit dtp feda bipenni 
Hercynia in lintres, et Rhenum texuit alno. 

Et jam terrificis diffuderat Attila turmis 
In campos fe Belga tuos. 


Panegyr. Avit. 319, &c. 

the 
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the innumerable cavalry of the Huns required c 11 ap. 
fuch plenty of forage and provifions, as could be _ xxxv. ^ 
procured only in a milder feafon ; the Hercynian 
foreft fupplied materials for a bridge of boats ; 
and the hoftile myriads were poured, with relift- 
lefs violence, into the Belgic provinces The 
conflernation of Gaul was univerfal; and the 
various fortunes of its cities- have been adorned 
by tradition with martyrdoms and miracles 
Troyes was faved by the merits of’ St. Lupus ; 

St. Servatius was removed from the world, that 
he might not behold the ruin of Tongres ; and 
the prayers*t)f St. Genevieve diverted the march 
of Attila from the neighbourhood of Paris. But 
as the greatefl part of the Gallic cities were 
alike deditute of faints and foldiers, they were 
befieged and llormed by the Huns: who prac- 
tifed, in the example of Metz their cudomary 

maxims 

The moft authentic and clrcumftantlal account of this war, is 
contained in Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 36 — ^41. p- 66a — 67a.), 
who has fometimes abridged, and fometitnes tranfcribed, the larger 
hiftor)'- of Caffiodorius. Jornandes, a quotation which it would he 
‘ fuperfluous to repeat, maybe corrected and illuftrated by Gregory qf 
Tours, 1 . a. c. 3, 6, 7., and the Chronicles ofidatius, Ifidore, and 
the two Profpers. All the ancient teftimonies are collefled and in- 
ferted in the Hiltorlans of France ; but the reader Ihould be cautioned 
againft a fuppofed extradl fronr the Chronicle of Idatius (among the 
fragments of Fredegarius, tom. ii. p. 46a.), which often contradi6is 
the genuine text of die Gallician bifliop. 

The andent legendaries deferye fome regard, as they are obliged 
to connect their fables with the real hiftory or their own times. See 
the liyes of St. Lupus, St. Anianus, the Bilhops of Metz, S“ Gene- 
vieve, &c. in the Hlftorians of France, tom.i. p. 644, 645. 649. 

'tom.ili. p. 369. ' ■ 

The fceptlcifm of the Count de Buat (Hlft. des Peuples, tom. vii. 

P« 539> 54o») cannot be reconciled widi any principles of reafon or 
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maxima af war. They invalved, in a promil- 
cuoLis malTacre, the prieftawho ferved at the 
altar, and the infants, who, in the hour of 
(knger, had been providently baptifed by the 
bifliop 5 the toirifliing city was delivered to 
the flames, and a folitary chapel of St. Stephen 
.marked the place where it formerly flood. From 
the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila advanced into 
the heart of Gaul ; croflTed the Seine at Auxerre j 
and, after a long and laborious march, fixed his 
camp under the walls of Orleans. He was de- 
firous of fecaring his conquefts by the pofleflion 
of an advantageous poll, which commanded the 
paffage of the Loire 5 and he depended on the 
fecret invitation of Sangiban, King of the Alani, 
who had promifed to betray the city, and to 
revolt from the fervice of the empire. But this 
treacherous conljpiracy was dete6feed and difap- 
pointed : Orleans had been ftrengthened with 
recent fortifications; and the aflaults of the 
Huns were vigoroully repelled by the faithful 
valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who defended 
the place. The paftoral diligence of Anianus, 
abifhop of primitive fan6lity and confummate 

criticifin. Is not Gregory of Tours preafe and pofitive in his account 
of the deftrudSHon of Metz ? At the diftance of no more than an 
hundred years, could he be ignorant, could the people be ignorant, of 
the fate of a city, the aiJiual refidence of his fovereigns, the kings of 
Auftrafia? The learned Cotmt, who feems to have undertaken the 
apology of Attila, and the Barbarians, appeals to the falfe Idatius, 
fartens civitatibus Germanise et GalUae, and forgets, that the true 
Idatius had explicitly affirmed, plurimae civitates effraSla;^ among 
vidiich he enumerates Metz. ■ 


prudence. 
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priidencej exbaufted every art of religious po- c H A pj 
ilcy to fupport their courage, till the arrival of xxxv. 
the expected fuccours. After an obftinate liege, 
the walls were lhaken by the battering rams j the 
Huns had already occupied the fuburbs j and the 
people, who were incapable of bearing arms, lay 
proftrate in prayer. Anianus, who anxioully 
counted the days and hours, difpatched a trully 
meffenger to obferve, from the rampart, the 
face of the diftant country. He returned twice, 
without any intelligence, that could inlpire hope , 
or comfort 5 but, in his third report, he men- 
tioned a fmall cloud, which he had faintly de- 
fcried at the extremity of the horizon. ‘‘ It is 
5^ the aid of God exclaimed the billiop, in a 
tone of pious confidence ; and the whole multi- 
tude repeated after him, It is the aid of God.’* 

The remote objedt, on which every eyewas fixed, 
became each moment larger, and more dillinift ; 
the Eoman and Gothic banners were gradually 
perceived ; and a favourable wind blowing afide 
the dufl, difcovered, in deep array, the im- 
patient fquadrons of iEtius and Theodoric, who 
prefied forwards to the relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila bad penetrated Alliance of 
into the heart of Gaul, may be afcribed to his , 
inlidious poHpy, as well as to the terror of his viiigoths. 
arms. ^ His public declarations were fkilfully 
mitigated by his private afluranees; he alter- 
nately foothed and threatened the Romans and 
the Goths f and the courts of Ravenna and 
Thouloufe, mutually fulpicious of each other*s 

inten- 
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c H A P. intentions, beheld* with fupirie indifference, the 
XXXV. ^ approach of their common enemy, ^tiiis was 
the foie guardian of the public fafety ; but his 
wifell meafures were embarralTed by a faiStion, 
which, lince the death of Placidia, infefted the 
Imperial palace : the youth of Italy trembled at 
the found of the trumpet ; and the Barbarians, 
who, from fear or affection, were inclined to the 
' caufe of Attila, awaited, with doubtful and venal 
faith, the event of the war. The patrician 
paffed the Alps at the head of fome troops, 
whofe ffrength and numbers fcarcely deferved 
f he name of an army ^*. But on his arrival at 
Arles, or Lyons, he was confounded by the in- 
telligence, that the Vifigoths,refufing to embrace 
the defence of Gaul, had determined to expe6l, 
within their own territories, the formidable in- 
vader, whom they profeffed to defpife. The 
fenator Avitus, who, after the honourable exer- 
cife of the Prmtorian prmfedtiire, had retired to 
his eflate in Auvergne, was perfuaded to accept 
the important embaffy, which he executed with 
ability and fuccefs. tie reprefented to Theo^ 
doric, that an ambitious conqueror, who afpired 
to the dominion of the earth, could be relifted 
only by the firm and unanimous alliance of the 
powers whom he laboured to opprefs. The 
lively eloquence of Avitus inflamed the Gothic 

^ Vix llquerat Alpes 

JEtlus, tenue, et rarum fine milite ducens 
Robur, in auxiliis Geticum male credulus agmen 
Jacaffum propviis prjefuniens adfcwe caftris. 

Pan^g^r. Avir. 328-, &c. • 
warriors. 
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Warriors, by the defcription of tlie injuries whicll c 
tbeir anceftors bad fuiFered from the Huns ; 
wliofe implacable fury flill purfued them from 
the Danube to the foot of the Pyrenees. He 
ftrenuoufly urged, that it was the duty of every 
Chriftian to fave, from facrilegious violation, the 
churches of God, and the relics of the faints : 
that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, who 
had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend the 
fields and vineyards, which Were cultivated for 
his ufe, againft the defolation of the Scythian 
fliepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence 
of truth j adopted the meafure at once the moft, 
prudent and the moR honourable; and declared, 
that as the faithful ally of -®tius and the Ro- 
mans, he was ready to expofe his life and king- 
dom for the common fafety of Gaul The 
Vifigoths, who, at that time, were in the mature 
vigour of their fame and power, obeyed with 
alacrity the fignal of war ; prepared their arms 
and horfes, and aflembled under the ftandard of 
their aged King, wdio was refolved, with his two 
eldell fons, Torifmond and Theodoric, to com- 
mand in perfon his numerous and valiant people. 
The example of the Goths determined feveral 
tribes or nations, that feemed to flu6tuate be- 
tween the Huns and the Romans. The inde- 

The policy of Attila, of iEtius, and of the Vifigoths, is imper- 
fedlly defcribed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thirty-fixth 
cliapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hiftorian were botli biafied 
by perfonal or national prejudices. The former, exalts the merit 
and importance of Avitus; orbis, Ayite, falus, &c. ! The latter 
is anxious to ihow the Goths in the moft fa-v'ourable liglit. Yet 
their agreement, when they are fairly interpreted, is a proof of tliclr 
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CHAP, fatigable diligence of the patrician gradually col- 
XXXV. ledted the troops of Gaul and Germany, who had 
formerly acknowledged themfelves the fubje^ls, 
or foldiers, of the republic, but who now claimed 
the rewards of voluntary fervice, and the rank of 
independent allies j the Lseti, the Armoricans, 
the Breones, the Saxons, the Burgundians, the 
vSarmatians, or Alani, the Ripuarians, and the 
Franks who followed Meroveus as their lawful 
prince. Such was the various army, which, under 
the conduct of ^tius and Theodoric, advanced, 
by rapid marches, to relieve Orleans, and to give 
battle to the innumerable hoft of Attila^®. 

Attikre- On their approach, the King of the Huns im- 
^laTnfof ^ mediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat 
Cham ° to recal the foremoft of his troops from the 

pagne, pillage of a city which they had already en- 

tered^^. The valour of Attila was always guided 
by his prudence ; and as he forefaw the fatal 
confequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul, 
he repaired the Seine, and expedled the enemy 
in the plains of Ghalons, whofe fmooth and level 

^ The review of the array of JEtius is made by Jornandes, c.36. 
p. 664. edit. Grot. tom.ii. p. a3. of the Hiftoriaas of France, with 
the notes of the Benedidline editor. The Lani were a promifcuoua 
race of Barbarians, bom or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Riparii, or 
Ripuariii derived their name from their pofts on the three rivers, the 
Rhine, the Meufe, and the ih.^ Armoricans poffefied the 

independent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of 
iSflxowj had been planted in. the diocefe of Bayeuxj the Burgundians 
were fettled in Savoy; and the Breones were a warlike tribe of Rhje- 
tians, to the eaft of the lake of Conftance. 

Aurellanenfis urbis obfidio, oppugnatlo, IiTuptlo, nec direptio, 

I. V. Sidon. Apollin. I. viii. Epift. 15. p, 246. The prefervation of 
Orleans might be eafily turned into a miracle, obtained, and foretold, 
by the holy bilhop. 

* furface 


r 
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furface was adapted to the operations of his Scy- c H A P. 
thian cavalry. But in this tumultuary retreat, 
the vanguard of the Bomans and their allies, 
continually preffed, and foinetimes engaged, the 
troops whom Attila had polled in the rear 5 the 
hoftile columns, in the darknefs of the night, and 
the perplexity of the roads, might encounter each 
other without defign ; and the bloody conflict of 
the Franks and Gepidrn, in which fifteen thou- 
fand'^° Barbarians were llain, was a prelude to a 
more general and decifive a6lion. The Cata- 
launian fields'^' fpread themfelves round Chalons, 
and extend, according to the vague meafiirement 
of Jornandes, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles, 
over the whole province, which is entitled to 
the appellation of a champaign country -^''. This 
fpacious plain w^as diftinguiftied, however, by 
fome inequalities of ground; and the impoitance 
of an height, which commanded the camp of 
Attila, was underllood, and difputed, by the 
two generals. The young and valiant Torif 
mond firll occupied the fuminit; the Goths 
milled with irreliftable weight on the lluns, who 

't” The common editions read XCM; but there Is fome authority 
of manufcripts (and almoft any authority is fufficient) for the more 
reafonable number of XVM. 

•i" Chalons, or Druro-Catalaunum, afterwards Catalamh had for- 
merly made a part of the territory of Rhelms, from whence it is dif- 
tant only twenty-feven miles. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 136. 

D’Anville, Notice de I’Ancienne Gaule, p. aia. 

The name of Campania, or Campagne, is frequently mentioned 
by Gregory of Tours ; and that great province, of which Rheims 
was the capital obeyed the command of a duke. Valef. Notit. 
p,X2.o~-ia3. * 

VOL. VI. I laboured 
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CHAP, laboured to afcend from the oppolite lidej and 

, ^ poifeflion of this advantageous poft infpired 

both the troops and their leaders •with a fair 
aliiirance of vidfcoiy. The anxiety of Attila 
prompted him to confult his priells and bar uf- 
pices. It was reported, that, after fcrutinizing the 
entrails of vidtims, and fcraping their bones, they 
revealed, in inyfterious language, his own de- 
feat, with the death of his principal adverfaryj 
and that the Barbarian, by accepting the equiva- 
lent, expreffed his involuntary elleem for the 
fuperior merit of ^Etius. But tlie unufual de- 
fpondency, which feemed to prevail among the 
Huns, engaged Attila to ufe the expedient, fo 
familiar to the generals of antiquity, of animating 
his troops by a military oration ; and bis language 
was that of a king, who had often fought and 
conquered at their bead'^h He preffed thefti to 
confider their pail glory, their adliial danger, 
and their future hopes. The fune fortune, 
which opened the deferts and moraifes of Scy- 
thia to their unarmed valour, wiiich had laid 
fo many warlike nations prollrate at their 
feet, had referved the jo^s of this memorable 
field for the confummation of their vi6lories. 
The cautious fteps of their enemies, their llridfe 
alliance, and their advantageous polls, he artfully 
rcpreieiited as the efiedls, not of prudence, but 

I am fenfible that ttieffe rnilltary orations are dually compofed by 
the hiftoriaii ; yet the old Oftrogoths, who had ferved under Attila, 
might repeat bis difcourfe to Cafliodorius : the ideas, and even the 
expi-effionsj have an oi-iginal. Scythian call; and I doubt, whether an 
Italian of the fixlh century would have thought' of the hujus 
cevta.mmis gaiulium . 

.... , . , . of 
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©f fear. The "Vi%oths alone were the Hrengtli c 
and nerves of the oppolite armjj and the Hims 
might fecurely trample on the degenerate Ro-- 
mans, whofe clofe and corapadt: order betrayed 
their appreheiifions, and who were equally inca- 
pable of llipporting the dangers, or the fatigues, 
of a day of battle. The do61:rine of predeftina- 
tion, fo favourable to rnartial virtue, was care- 
fully inculcated by the King of the Hunsj who 
affured his fubje^s, that the warriors, prote(Red 
by Heaven, w'ere fafe and invulnerable araidft 
the darts of the enemy ; but that the unerring 
Tates would Rrike their victims in the bofom of 
inglorious peace. “ I inyfelf,” continued Attila, 

“ will throw the firft javelin, and the wretch 
“ who refufes to imitate the example of his fo- 
vereigu, is devoted to inevitable death.’' The 
fpirit of the Barbarians was I'ekindled by the 
prefenccj the voice, and the example, of their 
intrepid leader; and Attila, yielding to their im- 
patience, immediately formed his order of battle. 
At the head of his brave and fiitbfni Huns, he 
-occupied in perfon the centre of the line. The 
nations fubjedfc to his empire, the Rugians, the 
Heruli, the Thuringiaiis, the Franks, the Bur- 
gundians, were extended, on either hand- over 
the ample fpace of the Gatalaunian fields; the 
right wing was commanded by Ardaric, King of 
the Gepidm; and the three valiant brothers, who 
reigned over the Oftrogoths, were pofied on the 
left to oppofe the kindred tribes of the Yiligoths. 
The difppfition of the allies was regulated by a dif- 
ferent principle.. Sangibpn, thq faithlels King of 
12 the 
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c H A p. the Alani, was placed in the centre j where his 
. ■ motions might be ftriiStly watched, and his trea^ 

chery might be inftantlypuniihed. AEtiiisaffumed 
the command of the left, and Theodoric of the 
right, wing; while Torifmond flill continued 
to occupy the heights which appear to have 
llretched on the flank, and perhaps the rear, of 
the Scythian army. The nations from the Volga 
to the Atlantic were alTembied on the plain of 
Chalons ; but many of thefe nations had been 
divided by faction, or conquefl, or emigration ; 
and the appearance of flmilar arms and enfigns, 
which threatened each other, prefented the 
image of a civil war. 

Battle of The difcipline and ta6lics of the Greeks and 
Chalons. Romans form an interefting part of their national 
manners. The attentive ftudy of the military 
operations of Xenophon, or Cmfar, dr Frederic, 
when theyare defcribed by the fame genius which 
conceived and executed them, may tend to im- 
prove (if liich improvement can be wiflied) the 
art of deflroying the human fpecies. But the 
battle of Chalons can only excite our curiofity 
by the magnitude of the objedt ; fince it was de- 
cided by the blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and 
has been related by partial writers, whofe civil or 
eccleflaftical profeffion fecluded them from the 
knowledge of military aflairs. Cafliodorius, how- 
ever, had familiarly converfed with many Gothic 
warriors, who ferved in that memorable en- 
gagement; “ a conflict,” as they informed him, 
“ flerce, various, obftinate, and bloody; fuch 
as could not be jparalleled, either in the pre- 
; V ** fent. 
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«<= fent, or in paft ages.” The number of the c ii A P. 
flaiii amounted to one hundred and fixty-two ^ ^ 

thoufand, or, according to another accounty three 
hundred thoufand perfons and thefe incredible 
exaggerations fuppofe a real and effe8;ive lofs, 
fuffieient to juftify the hiftorian’s remark, that 
whole generations may be fwept away, by the 
madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a tingle hour. 

After the mutual and repeaited difcharge of miffile 
weapons, in which the archers of Scythia might 
tignaliz^e their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and 
infantry of the two armies were furioiitljr mingled 
in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under 
the eyes of their King, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their 
wings from each other, and wheeling, with a 
rapid efibrt, to the left, dire<Sted their whole 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the ranks, to animate his troops, he re- 
ceived a mortal ftroke from the javelin of An- 
dages a noble Oflrogoth, and immediately fell 
from his horfe. The wounded King was op- 
prelTed in the general diforder, and trampled 
under the feet of his own cavalry y and this im- 
portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous 
prophecy of the harufpices. Attila already ex- 

The expreffions of Jornandes, or rather of Caffiodorius, are ex- 
tremely ftrong. Bellum atrox, multiplex, immane, pertinax, cui fimili 
nulla ufquam narrat antiquitas ; ubi talia gefta referuntur, ut nihil ellet 
quod In vita fua confpicere potuiflet egregius, qui hujus niiraculi pri- 
varetur afpedld. Dubos (Hift. Critique, torn.!, p. 39a> 393.) attempts 
to reconcile the 1 6a, 000 of Jonxandes -with the 300,000 of Idatius 
and Ifidore ; by fuppofing, that the larger number included the total 
deftrutSlion of the war, the effedts of difeafe, the flaughter of the un- 
armed people, &c. 
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c H A P. lilted in tile confidence of vi^toiy, when tli^ 

. valiant Torifmond defcended fi-om the hills, and 

verified the remainder of the predi6tion. The 
Vifigoths, who had been thrown into confufion 
by the flight, or defection, of the Alani, gra- 
dually reftored their order of battle 5 and the 
Huns were undoubtedly vanquifiied, fince Attila 
was compelled to retreat. He had expofed his 
perfon with the raflinefs of a private foldier j but 
the intrepid troops of the centre had pufhed for- 
wards beyond the refi of the line ; their attack 
was faintly fupportedj their flanks were un- 
guarded j and the conquerors of Scythia and 
Germany were faved the approach of the night 
from a total defeat. They retired within the 
circle. of waggons that fortified their camp ; and 
the difmounted fquadrons prepared themfelves 
for a defence, to which neither their arms, nor 
their temper, were adapted. The event was 
doubtful: but Attila had fecured a laft and ho- 
nourable refource. Tlie fiddles and rich furni- 
ture of the cavalry were eolle6ted by his order, 
into a funeral pile; and the magnanimous Bar- 
barian had refolved, if his intrenchments Ihould 
be forced, to rufli headlong into the flames, and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired, by the death or captivity of 
Attila^ . " . 

^VThe Count dt? Buat (Hid. des Peuples, &c. tona.vli. p. 554- 
-'~573*)> depending bn the and again rejecting the true 
Idatins, has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battles; the 
f ormer near Orleans, the latter in Champagne : in the one, Theodoric, ' 
vasfiaiii; inthe other, he- was revenged. 


But 
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But his enemies had paiTecl the night in equal 
diforder and anxiety. The incenfiderate courage 
of Torifmond was tempted to urge the purfuit, 
till he unexpe 61 :ed]y found hirafelf, wdtli a few 
followers, in the midft of the Scythian waggons. 
In the confufion of a nodlurnal combat, he was 
thrown from his horfe; and the Gothic prince 
mud have periflied like his father, if his youth- 
ful drength, and the intrepid zeal of his coin- 
])anions, had not refcued him from tliis dangerous 
lituation. ’ In the fame manner, but on the left 
of the line, iEtius himlelf, feparated from his 
allies, ignorant of their victory, and anxious for 
their fate, encountered and efcaped the hoflile 
troops, that were feattered over the plains of 
Chalons ; and at length reached the camp of the 
Goths, which he could only fortify with a flight 
rampart of fhields, till the dawn of day. The 
Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat 
of Attila, who dill remained inaidive within his 
intrenchments; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcene, ohferved, with fecret fatisfac- 
tion, that the lofs had principally fallen on the 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric,' pierced 
with honourable wounds, was difcovered under a 
heap of the flain: his fuhje6ls bewailed the death 
of their Kingand father ; but their tears were min- 
gled with fongs and acclamations, and his funeral 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquifhed 
enemy. The Goths, clafliing their arms, elevated 
on a buckler his elded fon Torifinond, to whom 
they judly aferibed the glory of, their fuccefs; 
and the new King accepted the obligation of 

. 14 revenge, 
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c HAP. revenge, as a facred portion of his paternal inhe- 
ritance. Yet the Goths themfelves were afto- 
nilhed by the fierce and undaunted afpe^l of their 
formidable antagonifi; ; and their hiftorian has 
compared Attila to a lion encompafied in his den, 
and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury. 
The kings and nations, who might have deferted 
his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs, were made 
fenfible, that the difpleafure of their monarch 
was the moll imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inllruments of martial mufic incefiantly 
Ibimded a loud and animating llrain of defiance j 
and the fbremoll troops who advanced to the 
affault, were checked, or dellroyed, by Ihowers 
of arrows from every fide of the entrenchments. 
It was determined, in a general council of war, to 
befiege the King of the Hons in his camp, to 
intercept his provifions, and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a dilgraceful treaty, or an un- 
equal combat. But the impatience of the Bar- 
barians foon difdained thefe cautious and dilatory 
meafures : and the mature policy of .^Etius was 
apprehenfive, that, after the extirpation of the 
Huns, the republic would be oppreffed by the 
pride and power of the Gothic nation. The 
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho- 
rity and reafon, to calm the paffions, which the 
fon of Theodoric confidered as a duty; repre- 
fented, with feeming alFedlion and real truth, 
the dangers of abfence and delay; and perfuaded 
Torifmond to difappoint, by his fpeedy. return, 
the ambitious defigns of his brothers, who 
might occupy the throne and treafures of Thoii- 

loufe. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


loufe^®. After the departure of the Goths, and c 
the reparation of the allied army, Attila was fur- 
prifed at the vaft lilence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons ; the fufpicion of fome hoHile 
ilratagem detained him feveral days- within the 
circle of his waggons ; and his retreat beyond 
the Rhine confeifed the lall vidloiy which was 
atchieved in the name of the Weftern empire. 
Meroveus and his Franks obferving a prudent 
diftance, and magnifying the opinion of their 
ftrength, by the numerous fires which they kin- 
dled every night, continued to follow the rear 
of the Huns, till they reached the confines of 
Thuringia. The Thuringians ferved in the army 
of Attila: they traverfed, both in their march 
and in their return, the territories of the Franks; 
and it was perhaps in this war that they exercifed. 
the cruelties, which, about fourfcore years after- 
wards, were revenged by the fon of Clovis. They 
inafiTacred their hoftages, as well as their cap* 
tives: two hundred young maidens were tortured 
with exquifite and unrelenting rage; their bodies 
were torn afunder by wild horfes, or their bones 
were crufiied under the weight of rolling wag- 
gons ; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 
on the public roads, as a prey to dogs and vul- 

Jornandes de Rebus Getlcis, c. 41. p. 671. The policy of 
and the behaviour of Torlfmond, are extremely natural; 
and the patrician, according to Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. 7. p. 163.) 
difraifled the Prince of the Franks, by fuggefting to him a fimilar 
apprehenfion. The falfe Idatius ridiculoufly pretends, that iEtius 
paid a clandeftihe, noffturnal, vifit to the Kings of the Huns and of 
the Yifigoths; from each of whom he obtained a bribe of ten 
thoufand nieces of gold, as the price of an undifturbed retreat. 

tures. 
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tures. Such were thofefavage anceftors, whofe 
imaginary virtues have- fometimes excited the 
praife and envy of civilized ages ! 

Neither the Ipirit, nor the forces, nor the 
reputation of Attila, were impaired by the fail- 
ure of the Gallic expedition. In the enfuing 
Ipring, he repeated his demand, of the Princefs 
Honoria, and her patrimonial treafures.. The 
demand was again rejedled, or eluded; and the 
indignant lover immediately took the field, pafiTed 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and helieged Aquileia 
with an innumerable hoft of Barbarians. Thole 
Barbarians were unfldlled in the methods of con- 
ducting a regular fiege, which, even among the 
ancients, required Ibme knowledge, or at leall 
fome practice, of the mechanic arts. But the' 
labour of many thoufand provincials and captives, 
whofe lives were ficrificed without pity, might 
execute the moll painful and dangerous work. 
The Ikill of the Roman artifts might be cor- 
rupted to the dellruClion of their country. The 
walls of Aquileia were alfaulted by a formidable 
train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and 
engines, that threw Hones, darts, and fire'^'^ : and 
■ the 

Thefe cruelties, -which are paffiotiately deplored by Thcodoric-, 
the ion of Clows (Gregory of Tours, 1 . iii. c. lo. p. 190.), fuit tlie 
time and circumftances of the. -invafion 'of Attila. His refidence in 
Tluu'ingla -was long attefted b-y popular tradition; and he is fup-- 
pofed to have aflembled a co«ro«Ah/, or diet, in the territory of 
Eifen-ach. See Mafeou, ix. 30^. -who fettles -with nice accuracy the 
extent, of ancient Thuringia,’ and derives its name from tliu Gothic 
tribe of the Thervingi. 

.. .Machlnls conftrudtis, omnibufque tormentorurn gei-ieribi’s 
adhit)itis. Jornandes, €.-43. p. 673. , In the thirteenth century, the 

Moguls 
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the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible CHAP, 
impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and interell, , ^ 

to fubvert the only barrier which delayed the 
conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period 
one of the richeft, 'the moll populous, and the 
ftrongeft of the' maritime cities of the Hadriatic 
coall. The Gothic auxiliaries, who appear to 
have ferved under their native princes Alaric and 
Antala, communicated their intrepid Ipirit; and 
the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and # 
fuccefsful rehftance,' whibh their ancellors had 
oppofed to a fierce,- inexorable Barbarian, who 
dilgraced the majefly of the Roman purple. 

Three months Were confumed without effe^ iii\ 
the fiege of Aquileia j till the want of provifions,” 
and the clamours of his army, compelled Attila 
to relinquifli the enterprise ; and reludtantly to 
iffue his orders, that the troops fliould ‘ flrike 
their tents the next morning,'’ and begin their 
retreat. But as he rode round the walls, pen- 
five, angry, and difappointed, he obferveda flork, ‘ 
preparing to leave her nell, in one of the towers^i 
and to fly with lier infant family towards the' 
country. He feized, with the ready peiietratron 
of a flatefman,this trifling incident, which chance 
had offered to fuperflition ; and exclaiiiied,7in;af ' 


Moguls battered tbe cities of China with large engines conftrudlerl by 
the Mahometans or Chriftians in their fervice, which threw ftones 
from 150 to 300 pounds weight. In the defence of their country, 
the Chinefe ufed gunpowder, and even bombs, above an hundred , 
years before they were known in Europe; yet even thofe celehial, or; 
infernal, arms were infulBcient to prbted a pufillanimous nation. . 
See Gaubil. Hift. des Mongous, p. 70, 71.. ijfj. 157, &c. , 

loud 
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loud and cheerful tone, that fuch a domeflie 
bird, fo conftantly attached to human fociety, 
would never have abandoned her ancient feats, 
unlefs thofe towers had been devoted to impend- 
ing ruin and folitude'^'’. The favourable omen 
infpired an affurance of victory j the liege was 
renewed, and profecuted with frelii vigour 5 a 
large breach was made in the part of the wall 
from whetice the llork had taken her flight j the 
Huns mounted to the alfaultwith irreliHible fury 5 
and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely dif- 
cover the ruins of Aquileia After this dread- 

fid chaftifemeut, Attila purfued his march ; and 
as he palfed, the cities of Altinum, Corcordia, 
and Padua, were reduced into heaps of Hones and 
alhes. The inland towns, Vicenza, Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty 
of the Huns. Milan and Pavia fubmitted, with- 
out reliftaiice, to the lofs of tlieir wealth 5 and 
applauded the unufual clemency, which preferved 
from the flames the public, as well as private, 
buildings 5 and fpared the lives of the captive 
multitude. The popular traditions of Comum, 
Turin, or Modena, mayjulllybe fulpe6led j yet 

The fame ftory is told by Jornandes, and by Procopius (de 
Bell. Vandal. 1 . i; c^4. p. 187, 188.): nor is it eafy to decide, 
which is the original. But the Greek hiftorian is guilty of an inex~ 
cufable millake, in placing the fiege of Aquileia after the death of 
.ffitius. 

Jornandes, about an hundred years afterwards, affirms, that 
Aquileia was fo completely ruined, ita ut vix ejus veftigia, ut appa» 
reant, reliquerint. See Jornandes de Reb. Geticis, c. 4a. p. 673. 
Paul. Diacon. 1 . ii. c. 14. p. 785. LIutprand. Hill. 1. iii. c. %. The 
name of Aquileia was fometimes applied to Forum Julii (Cividad 
dell Friuli), the more recent capital of the Venetian province. 

they 
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they concur with more authentic evidence to chap. 
provej that Attila fpread his ravages over the j 
rich plains of modern Lombardy; wdiich are 
divided by the Po, and bounded by the Alps and 
Appennine When he took pdffeffion of the 
royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed, and 
offended, at the light of a pidliire which repre- 
fented the Cmfars feated on their throne, and the 
princes of Scythia proftrate at their feet. The 
revenge which Attila inflidled on this monument 
of Roman vanity, was harniilefs and ingenious. 

He commanded a painter to reverfe the figures, 
and the attitudes ; and the emperors were de*- 
lineated on the fame canvas, approaching in a 
fuppliant pollure to empty their bags of tributary 
gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch 
The fpedlators muft have confefled the truth and 
propriety of the alteration ; and were perhaps 
tempted to apply, on this lingular occafion, the 
well-known fable of the difpute between the lion 
and the man^^ ' ' 

In (lefcribing this war of Attila, a war fo famous, but' fo im- 
perfedlly known, I have taken for my guides two learned Ita]ia,ns, 
who confidered the fubjedl with fome peculiar advantages ; Sigo- 
nius, de Imperio Occidental!, l.xiii. in his works, tom.i. p. 49^)- — 

50a. ; and Muratori, Annali d’ltalia, tom. Iv. p. 839— *36, 8vo. 
edition. 

This article may be found under two different articles 
(|iiESto?i.«voy and >io§vx^) of the mifceUaneous compilation of Suidas. 

Leo refpondk, humana hoc pidlummanu: 

Videres hominera dejedium, fi pingere 

Leones fcirent. Appendix ad Phsedrum, Fab. xxv- 
The lion in Phi^drus very foolilhly appeals from pidlures to the 
amphitheatre : and I am glad to ohferve, that the native tafte of 
La Fontaine ( 1 . iii. fable x.) has omitted this moft lame and impo- 
tent conclufion. 


It 


126 THEM 

CHAP. It is a fa}ring worthy of the ferocious pride of 
XXXV. Attiia, that the grafs never grew on the fpot 
Pounda- whei'c hiS horfc had . trod. : Yet the favage de- ' 
tionofthe ftrojer undefignedly laid: the foundations of a 
republic, which revived, in the feudal ftate of 
Europe, the art and fpirit of commercial induftry. 
The celebrated name of Venice, or Venetia^h 
Tvas formerly diffiifed over a large and fertile 
province of Italy, from the confines of Pannonia 
to the river Addua, and from the Po to the llha?- 
tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities fiouriflied in 
peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moll confpiciious llation : but the ancient dignity 
of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ina- 
nufadlures ; and the property of five hundred 
citizens, who were entitled to the equehrian rank, 
miift have amounted, at the ftridlell computation, 
to one million fe.ven hundred tlioufand pounds. 
Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja- 
cent towns, who fied from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe, though obfcure, refuge in the neigh- 
bouring iflands “. , At the extremity of the Gulf, 

Paul the Deacon (de Geftis" Langobard. !. it. c. 14. p. 784 } 
dcfcribes the provinces of lialy about the end of the eighth century. 
Venstla non folum in panci^ infulis quas nunc Venetias dicimus, 
conftat; fed ejus terminus a Pannonl® finibus uftjue Adduam flu- 
vium protelatur. ■ The Kiffoyy of that province till the age of Charle- 
xnagne forms the firft and moft interefting part of the Verona illuf- 
trata (p. I — .q88.), in which the Marquis Scipio Maffei has ihewh 
hinafelf equally capable of enlarged views and miniUe difquifitions. 

This emigration is not attefted by any contemporary evidence j 
but the fail is proved by the event, and the circumftances might 
be preferved by tradition. The citizens of Aquileia retired to the 
Jfle of GraduS) thofe of Padua to Rivus Altus, or Rialto, wliere the 
city of Venice was afterwards built, &c» . 

‘ where 
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where the Hadriatic feebly imitates the tides of C i-i A P. 
the ocean, near an hundred fmall iflands are fepa- , 

rated by fliallow water from the continent, and 
protected from the waves by feveral long ilips of 
land, which admit tlie entrance of veffels through 
fome fecret and narrow channels*"’. Till the 
middle of the fifth century, thefe remote and 
fequeftered fpots remained without cultivation j 
with afewinhabitants,and aImofl without aname. 

But the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their 
arts and their government, were grad ually formed 
by their new fituation ; and one of the epiftles 
of Caffiodorius*', which defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards, maybe confidered 
as the primitive moimment of the republic. 

The minifler of Theodoric compares them, in his 
quaint declamatory flyle, to water-fowl, who had 
fixed their nefls on the bofom of the waves; and 
though he allows, that the Venetian provinces 
had formerly contained many noble families, he 
infinuates, that they were now reduced by mis- 
fortune to the fame level of humble poverty. 

Fifli was the common, and almofl the univcrfiil, 

. The topography and antiquities of the Venetian iflands, n*om 
Gradus to Clodia, or Chioggia, are accurately ftated in the Differ- 
tatio Chrorographica de Italia Medii JEvI, p. 15 1 — 155. 

Cafiiodor. Variar. 1 . la. epift. a4. MafFei (Verona Illuflrata, 
parti, p. 340— a54.) has traullated and explained this curious letter, 
in the fpirit of a leanied antiquarian and a faithful fubjedl, who 
confidered Venice as the only legitimate offspring of the llonian 
republic. He fixes the date of the epiftle, and courequeudy tlio 


pvoefedture, of Cafliodorius, A-D. 533. ; and the JMarquis’s autho- 
rity has the more weight, as he had prepared an edition of his works, 
and actually publlflied a diflertation on the; true orthography of lus 
name. Sec Oficrvazlonl Lettej'aire, tom.ii. p. ago — 339. 

'2 food 
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food of every rank-: their only treafure confifted 
in the plenty of fait, which they extracted from 
the fea : and the exchange of that commodity, 
fo ellential to human life, was fiibftituted in the 
Jieighhoimng markets to the currency of gold 
and fiiver. A people, whofe habitations might 
be doubtfully affigned to the earth or water, foon 
became alike familiar with the two elements; 
and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe 
of neceffity. The iflanders, who, from Grado to 
Chiozza, were intimately connedled with each 
other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by the 
fecure, though laborious, navigation of the rivers 
and inland canals. Their velfels, which were 
continually increafing in fize and number, vifited 
all the harbours of the Gulf; and the marriage, 
which Venice annually celebrates with the 
Hadriatic, was contradled in her early infancy. 
The epiftle of Caffiodorius, the Prmtorian pras- 
fedl, is addreffed to the maritime tribunes : and 
he exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the 
public fervice, which required their affiftance to 
tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the 
province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna. 
The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex- 
plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prin- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were 
created by an annual and popular election. The 
exiflence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy, is attelted by the 
fame authentic record, which annihilates their 
14 lofty 
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lofty ^claim of original and perpetual inde- 
pendence 

The Italians, who had long finee renounced 
the exercife of arms, were furprifed, after forty 
years peace, by the approach of a formidable 
Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the enemy 
of their religion, as well as of their republic* 
Amidfb the general confternation, iEtius alone 
«was incapable of fear ; but it was impoflible that 
he Ihoiild atchieve, alone, and unadiiled, any 
^ military exploits worthy of his former renown. 
The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy, and the fuccours 
promifed by the Eaftern Emperor were diftant and 
doubtful. Since ^tius, at t]ie head of his do- 
ineftic troops, ftill maintained the field, and ha- 
raffed or retarded the march of Attila, he never 
fliewed himfelf more truly great, than at the time* 
when his condudt was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful^eople,^^. •» If the mind of Valentinian 
had been fufceptible of any generous fentiments, 
he would have choten fuch a general for his 

^ ** See, in the fecond volume of Amelot de la^HoulTaie Hiftojre 
du Gouvernement de Vemfe, a tranflation of the famous Squittinio, 
This book, which has been exalted far above its merits, is ftained 
in every line with the difingenuous malevolence of party : bnt jife 
principal evidence, genuine and apocryphal, is brought together, and 
the reader will eafily choofe the frir medium. 

Sirxnond, (Not. ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 19. has publilhed > 
curious pafiage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attila redintegra? 
tis viribusr quas in Gallia amiferat, Italiam ingredi per Pannonias 
intendit; nihil duce noftro ^tio fecundum prioris belli opera 
profpiciente, Ac. He reproaches JEtius with negleddng to guard 
the Alps, and with a defign to abandon Italy j but this ralh cenfure 
may at leaft be counterbalanced by the favourable teftimonies of 
jdatius and Ifidore, 
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example and his guide. But the timid graiidfon 
of Theodoliiis, inftead of lliaring the dangers, 
efcaped from the found of war ; and his hafty 
retreat from Ravenna to Rome, from an impreg- 
nable fortrefs to an open capital, beti’ayed his 
fecret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as 
the danger Ihiould approach his Imperial perfon. 
This fliameful abdication was fufpended, how- 
ever, by the fpirit of doubt and delay, which 
commonly adheres to pufillanimous counfels, and 
fometimes corredls their pernicious tendency. 
The Weftern Emperor, with the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome, embraced the more falutary refolii- 
tion of deprecating, by a folemn and fuppliant 
embafly^ the wrath of Attila. This important 
commiilion was accepted by Avienus, who, from 
his birth and riches, his confular dignity, the 
numerous train of his clients, and his perfonal 
abilities, held the firft rank in the Roman lenate. 
The Ipecious and artful charadler of Avienus 
was admirably qualified to condudt a negociation 
either of public or private interefl: his colleague 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian praefec- 
ture of Italy ; and Leo, Bifliop of Rome, con- 
fented to expofe liis life for the lafety of his flock. 
The genius of Leo was exercifed and dilplayed 

See the original pdrtaits of Avienus, and his rival Bafilius, 
delineated and contrafted in the epililes (i. 9. p. aa.) of Sidonius. 
He had ftudied the charafters of the two chiefs of the fenate ; but 
he attached himfelf to Baiilius, as the more folid and difinterefted 
friend. 

The charadler and principles of Leo may be traced in one 
hundred and forty-one original epiftles, which illuftrate the eccle- 
fiaftical Mftory of his long and hufy pontificate, from A.D.440. to 
461. See Hupin, BibUotheque Esclefiaftique, tom. iii. part ii. 
p.iao—s^i. ' - . 

in 
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in the public misfortunes ; and he has deferved C H A P. 
the appellation of greats by the fuccefsful zeal . — . 
with which he laboured to eftablilh his opinions 
and his authority, under the venerable names of 
orthodox faith and eccleliallical difcipline. The 
Roman ambaffadors were introduced to the tent 
of Attika as he lay encamped at the place where 
the flow-winding Mincius is loft in the foaming 
waves of the lake Benacus*^*, and trampled,, with 
his Scythian cavahy, the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil’’^. The Barbarian monarch liftened with 
favourable, and even relpedtful, attention ; and 
the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im- 
menfe ranfom, or dowry, of the Piincefs Honoria. 

The ftate of his army might facilitate the treaty, 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit was 
relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The fliepherds of the North, whofe 
ordinary food confifted of milk and raw flefli, in- 
dulged themfelves too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine, and of meat prepared and feafoned by 
the arts of cookery ; and the progrefs of difeafe 

tardis ingens ubi flexibus errat 
Mmciiis, et tenera prsetexit arundlne ripas 

Anne lacus tantos> te Lari maxinxe, teque 
Flu<ftibus, et fremitu aflurgens Benace marko. 

The Marquis Maffei (Verona Illuftrata, parti, p.95. 1559. aai. 
part ii. p. a. 6.) has illuftrated with tafte and learning this intereft- 
kg topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo 
near Ariolica, or Ardelica, now Pelchiera, at the conflux of the lake 
and river ; afcertains the villa of Catullus, in the delightful penin- 
fula of Sarmio, and difcovers the Andes of Virgil* in the village of 
Bandes, precifely fituate qua fe fubducere coUes incipiunt, where thgp 
Veronefe hills imperceptibly flope down into the plain of Mantua. 

K ^ revenged 
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revenged, in forae meafare the injuries of the Ita- 
lians®^, When Attila declared his refolution of 
carrying hisvi6torious armsto the gates of Rome, 
he was adraoniihed by his friends, as well as by 
his enemies, that Alaric had not long furvived 
the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind, fu- 
perior to real danger, was affaulted by imaginary 
terrors ; nor could he efcape the mfluence of 
fuperdition, which had fo often been fubfervient 
to his defigns The preffing eloquence of Leo, 
his majeftic afpedl, and facerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual father of 
theChriftians. Theapparition of the two apoflles, 
St, Peter and St. Paul, W'ho menaced the Bar- 
barian with infbant death, if he rejected the 
prayer of their fucceffor, is one of the nobleft 
legends of eccleliailical tradition. Thefafety of 
Rome might deferve the interpofition of celeflial 
beings j and fome indulgence is due to a fable, 
which has been reprefented by the pencil of 
Raphael, and the chiffel of Algardi 

Before 

Si ftatim infefto agrrilne urbeift petilffentj grande difcrimen 
elTet: fed ia Veaetia quo fere tradlu Italia moUiffima eft, ipfa foli 
coelique dementia robur elanguit. Adhoc panis uftl carnifque 
coda:, et dukedine vini mitigatos, &c. This ipaflage of Florus 
(iii. 3.) is ftill more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and 
It may ferve as a commentary on the plague, with which 

fdatius and Ifidore have afflidled the troops of Attila. 

The hiftorian Prifcus ‘had pofitively mentioned ihe effecl 
which this example produced on the mind of Attila. Joniandes, 
c.4a-P-673- 

The pldlure of Raphael is in the Vatican ; the baflb (or per- 
haps the alto) relievo of Algardi, on one of the altars of St. Peter 
(fee ‘Dubos, Reflexions fur la Poefie et fur la Peinture, tom. i. 
P* J19J520'}- Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 45^. 58.) 

bravely 
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Before the King of the Huns evacuated Italy, chap, 
he threatened to return more dreadful, and more 
implacable, if his bride, the Princefs Honoria, The death 
were not delivered to his ambaffadors within the 
term ftipulated by the treaty- Yet, in the mean- ’ ‘ 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety, by 
adding a beautiful maid, whofe name was lldico, 
to the lift of his innumerable wives Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftivity, at his wooden palace beyond the Da- 
nube; and the monarch, oppreffed with wine 
and deep, retired, at a lafe hour, from the ban- 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- 
tinued to refpedl his pleafures, or his repofe, the 
greateft part of the enfuing day, till the unufual 
iilence alarmed their fears and fufpicions ; and, 
after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and 
repeated cries, they at length broke into the 
royal apartment. They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bedfide, hiding her fiice with 
her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the King, who had expired during 

bravely fuftains tbe truth of the apparition; which Is rejected, 
however, by the moft learned and pious Catholics. 

Attila, ut Prifcus hiftoricus refert, extliKStionis fuse tempore, 
puellam lldico nomine, clecoram valde, fibi xnatrirnonium poll iaim- 
Hierabiles nxores . . . focians. Jornandes, c. 49, p. 683, 684. He 
afterwards adds (c. 50. p.686.) Filii Attilje, quorum per licentiam 
libidinis poene populus fult. Polygamy has been eftablilhed among 
the Tartars of every age. The rank of plebeian, wives is regulated 
only by their perfonal charms j and the faded matron prepares, with- 
out a murmur, the bed which is deftined for her blooming rival. 

But In royal families, the daughters of Rhms communicate to their 
fons a prior right of iaheritanco. See Genealogical Hiftory, p. 406, 

407, 408. V .. 
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the night®®. An artery had fiiddenly burftj 
and as Attila lay in a fiipine poftiire, he was fuf- 
focated by a torrent of blood, which, inftead of 
finding a paflage through the noftrils, regurgi- 
tated into the lungs and flomach. His body was 
folemnly expofed in the midll of the plain, 
under a lilken pavilion ; and the chofen fqua- 
drons of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured 
evolutions, chanted a funeral fong to the memory 
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his 
death, the father of his people, the fcourge of 
his enemies, and’ the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cullom, the Barbarians 
cut olf a part of their hair, galhed their faces 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant 
leader as he deferved, not with the tears of wo- 
men, but with the blood of warriors. The re- 
mains of Attila were inclofed within three coffins, 
of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately 
buried in the night : the fpoils of nations were 
thrown into his grave ; the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maffacred ; 
and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
ceffive grief, feafted, with difiblute and intem- 
perate mirth, about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Conllantinople, that 

The report of her guilt reached Conftantinople, where it ob- 
tained a very different name ; and Marceiiinus obferves, that the 
tyrant of Europe was flain in the night by the hand, and the knife, 
of a woman. Corneille, who has adapted the genuine account to 
his tragedy, defcribes the irruption of blood in forty bombaft lines,, 
and Attila excl^ms, with ridiculous fury, 

— — — S’U ne veut s’arreter {bis bloody 
(Dit'il) on me payera ce qui m’en va couter. 

12 . on 
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on tlie fortunate night in which he expired, 
Marciaii beheld in a dream the bow of Attila 
broken afunder : and the report may be allowed 
to prove, how feldoin the image of that formid-* 
able Barbarian was abfent from the mind of a 
Eoman emperor 

The revolution which fub verted the empire of 
the Huns, eflablilhed the fame of Attila, whofe 
genius alone had fuftained the huge and dif- 
jointed fabric. After his death, the boldeft 
chieftains afpired to the rank of kings j the 
mod, powerful kings refufed to acknowledge a 
fuperior; and the niimerous fons, whom fo many 
various mothers bore to the deceafed monarch, 
divided and dilputed, like a private inheritance, 
the fovereign command of the nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and 
reprefented the difgrace of this fervile partition ; 
and his fubjedls, the warlike Gipidse, with the 
Oftrogoths, under the condudl of three valiant 
brothers, encouraged their allies to vindicate the 
rights of freedom and royalty. In a bloody and 
decilive conflict on the banks of the river Netad, 
in Pannonia, the lance of the Gipidae, the fword 
of the Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the Suevic 
infantry, the light arms of the Heruli, and the 
heavy weapons of the Alani, encountered or fup- 
ported each other;, and the vi6lory of Ardaric 
was accompanied with the flaughter of thirty 
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T.V. circumftances of the death and funeral of Attila, 

are Jornandes (c. 49., p. 683, .^84, dSjrd* 

bably tranfcribed from Prifcus. 
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tboufand of his enemies. Eliac, the eldefl fbri 
of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo- 
rable battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed 
him to the throne of the AcatzireSj a Scythian 
people, whom he fubdued; and his father, who 
loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the 
death, of Ellac His brother Dengifich, with 
an army of Huns, ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin, -maintained his ground above fifteen 
years on the banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
feat of a new power, which was eredted by Aiv 
daric, King of the Gepidas. The Pannonian 
conquefts, from Vienna to Sirmium, were occu- 
pied by the Oftrogoths 5 and the fettlements of 
the tribes, who had fo bravely afferted their native 
freedom, were irregularly diftributed, according 
to the meafiire of their relpe6tive ftrength. Sur- 
rounded and oppreifed by the multitude of his 
father^’s flaves, the kingdom of Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of his waggons j his deft 
perate courage Urged him to invade the Eafteni 
empire j he fell in battle ; and his head, igiio- 
minioufly expofed in the Hippodrome, exhibited 
a grateful fpefifcacle to the people of Conftan- 
tinople. Attila had fondly or ftiperftitioufly 

’“ See Jornandes, de Rebus Geficis, c.50. p. 685, 686, 687, 688. 
Mis dilimdlion 'of the natiottal arins is curious and important. Nam 
ibi admirandum reor fuifle fpedtaculuin, ubi cernere erat cuncftis, 
pugnantem Gothum enfe furentem. Gepidam in vulnere fnorum 
cUbaa tela frangentem, SuevUm pede, Hunimm fagitta praefumere, 
Alanum gravi, Herulum levi, arinatura, aciem inftruere. I am not. 
precifely informed of thefituation of the river Netad. 

believed. 
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believed, that Irnac, the youngeft of his Tons, was CHAP, 
deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race. , 

The charadler of that prince, who attempted to 
moderate the ralhnefs of Ms brother Deugilich, 
was more fuitable to the declining condition of 
the Huns; and Irnac, with hisfubjedl hordes, 
retired into the heart of the Leffer Scythia. They 
were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar- 
barians, who followed the fame road which their 
own anceftors had formerly difcovered. The 
Geougen, or Avares, wbofe refidence is affigned 
by the Greek writers to the Ihores of the ocean, 
impelled the adjacent tribes ; till at length the 
Igoursof the North, iffuing from the cold Sibe- 
rian regions, which produce the moil valuable 
furs, fpread themfelves over the defert, as far as 
the Boriilhenes and Cafpian gates ; and hnally 
extinguiihed the empire of the Huns’h 

Such an event might contribute to the fafety Vaientini- 
of the Eatlern empire, under the reign of a 
prince who conciliated the ffiendfliip, without patrician 
forfeiting the eileem of the Barbarians, But -^tius, 
the Emperor of the Weil, the feeble and diffolute 
Valentinian, who had reached his thirty-fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafon or cou- 
rage, abiifed this apparent fecurity, to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne, by the mur- 
der of the patrician JEtius. From the iniliii6l 

’’ Two modern liiftorians have thrown much jiew light on the 
ruin and divifion of the empire of Attila. ’ M. de Buat, by his la- 
borious and minute dlligMce (tom. viu. p. 3— 31. 68 — 94.); and 
M. de Guignes, by his extraordinary’ knowledge of the Chinefe 
language and writers. See Hift. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 3i5~~3 19. 

• of 
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c H A P. of a bafe and jealous mind, he hated the man 

, ^ who was imiverfally celebrated as the terror of 

the Barbarians, and the fupport of the republic ^ 
and his new favourite, the eunuch Heraclius, 
awakened the Emperor from the fupine lethargy, 
which might be difgiiifed, during the life of 
Placidia’^, by the excule of filial piety. The 
fame of .dEtius, his wealth and dignity, the nu- 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers, 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the Hate, and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius, who was already contra6led to Eu- 
doxia, the Emperor’s daughter, had raifed him 
above the rank of a fubjeO:. The ambitious de» 
figns, of which he was fecretly accufed, excited 
the fears, as well as the refentment, of ValentL 
nian. ^Etius himfelf, fupported by the confciouf- 
nefs of his merit, his fervices, and perhaps his 
innocence, feems to have maintained a haughty 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended 
his fo vereign by an hoftile declaration j he aggra- 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance j he proclaimed his fiifpicions, he neg- 
ledled his fafety: and from a vain confidence 
that the enemy, whom he defpifed, was incapable 

Placidia died at Horae, November a;, A,D. 450. She was 
buried at Ravenna, where her fepulchre, and even her corpfe, feated 
in a chair of cyprefs wood, were preferved for ages. The Emprefs 
received many compliments from the orthodox clergy; and St. 
Peter Chryfologus allured her, that her zeal for the JViiiity had been 
recompenfed by an auguft trinity of children, See Tillemont Hill, 
des Etop. tom. vi. p. 340. 


ev^n 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 139 

even of a manly crime, he raflily ventured his chap. 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilft he urged, , 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar- 
riage of his fon ; Valentinian, drawing his fword, 
the firft fword he had ever drawn, plunged it in 
the breaft of a general who had faved his empire: 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioufly flruggled 
to imitate their mailer ; and iEtius, pierced with 
an hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre- 
fence. Boethius, the Praetorian prefe6l, was 
killed at the fame moment; and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were fummoned to the palace, and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated 
by the fpecious names of juftice and neceffity, 
was immediately communicated by the Empei'or 
to his foldiers, his fubjedls, and his allies. The 
nations, who were Grangers or enemies to vEtiiis, 
generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero: 
the Barbarians, who had been attached to his 
fervice, diflembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt, which had been fo 
long entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence. 

Such fentiments feldom pervade the walls of a 
palace ; yet the Emperor was confounded by the 
honeft reply of a Roman, whofe approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit. I am ignorant, 

“ Sir, of your motives or provocations; I only 
“ know, that you have a^ed like a man who 
cuts off his right hand with his 

^ ’ ■ • „ The; . 

Aetium Placidus madlavifc femlvir amens, is the expreiKon of 
Sidonius (Paiaegyr. Ayit. 359.), The poet knew the world, and 

wa® 
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C H A p. The luxury of Rome feems to have attra6led 
long\and frequent vifits of Valentiiiiaii j who 
andra- was confequentlymore delpUed at Rome, than ill 
any other part of his dominions. A republiean 
Maximus, fpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate as their 
authority, and even their fupplies, became ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of his feeble government. 
The ftately demeanour of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride 5 and the pleafures of Valen- 
tinian were injurious to the peace and honour of 
noble families. The birth of the Emprefs En« 
doxia was equal to his own, and her charms and 
tender affection deferve thofe teflimonies of 
love, whieh her inconftant hufband diffipated in 
vague and unlawful amours. Petronius Maxi- 
mus, a wealthy fenator of the Anician family, who 
had been twice conful, was poffeffed of a chafte 
and beautiful wife : her obftinate refiftance ferved 
only to irritate the defires of Valentinian j and 
he refolved to accomplifli them, either by ftrata- 
gem or force. Deep gaming was one of the 
vices of the court : the Emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con- 
fiderable fum, iincourteoufly exa6led his ring as 
a fecurity for the debt; and fent it by a trutly 
meffenger to his wife, with an order, in her 
hiilband’s name, that Ihe fliould immediately 
attend the Emprefs Eudoxia, The unfuipe6tiiig 
wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace ; the emiffaries of her impa» 
tient lover conducted her to a remote and filent 

was not inclined to flatter a mlnlfter wlio had injured or difgraced 
' Avitus and Majorian, the fucceffive heroes of his fong. 

... -,15 ' , bed- 
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1jed"Cliamber ; and Valentinian violated, 'witli. ch ap. 
out remorfe, the laws of holpitality. Her tears, 
when file returned home ; her deep afilidlion ; 
and her bitter reproaches againft her hufband, 
whom idle confidered as the accomplice of his 
own lhame, excited Maximus to a juft revenge; 
the defire of revenge was ftitnulated by am- 
bition ; and he might reafonably alpire, by the 
free fuftrage of the Roman fenate, to the throne 
of a detefted and defpicable rival Valentinian, 
who fuppofed that every human breaft was de- 
void, like liis own, of friendflup and gratitude, 
had imprudently admitted among his guards 
feveral domeftics and followers of JEtius. Two 
of tliefe, of Barbarian race, were perfuaded to 
execute a facred and honourable duty, by 
punifliing with death the afiaffin of their patron: 
and their intrepid courage did not long expedl 
a favourable moment. Whilft Valentinian 
amufed himfelf in the field of Mars, with the 
fpedtacle of fome military fports, they fuddenly 
ruflied upon him wdth drawn weapons, dif- 
patched the guilty Heraclius, and ftabbed the Death of 
Emperor to the heart, without the leaft oppo- 
fition from his numerous train, who feemed A.D.44.y. 
to rejoice in the tyrant’s- death. Such was the 
fate of Valentinian the Third the laft Roman 

With regard to the caufe and circumftances of the deaths of 
.ffitius and Valentinian, our information is dark and imperfedl. Pro- 
copius (de Bell. Vandal. l.i. c. 4. p. 186, 187, 188.) is a fabulous 
writer for the events which precede his own naenoory. His narrative 
muft therefore be fupplied and coixedled hj five or fix Chronicles, 
none of which were compofed in Rome or Italy ; and which can. only 
sxprefs, in broken fentences, the popular inmnours, as they were con- 
veyed to Gaul, Spain, Africa, Conftantinople, or Alexandria, 

emperor 
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emperor of the family of Theodofius. He 
faithfully imitated the hereditary weaknefs of 
his coLifin and his two uncles, without inherit" 
ing the gentlenefs, the purity, the innocence, 
which alleviate, in their charadlers, the want of 
Ipirit and ability. Valentinian was lefs excuf- 
able, fince he had palRons, without virtues | 
even his religion was qiieftionable 5 and though 
he never deviated into the paths of herefy, he 
fcandalized the pious Chriftians by his attachment 
to the profane arts of magic and divination. 

As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 
was the opinion of the Roman augurs, that the 
mltures, which Romulus had feen, repre- 
fented the tiioehe centuries^ affigned for the fatal 
period of his city’L This prophecy, difregarded 
perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity, 
infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions, 
when the twelfth century, clouded with difgrace 
and misfortune, was alinoft elapfed ; and even 
poilerity mull acknowledge with fome furprife, 
that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 

This Interpretation of Vettius, a celebrated, augur, was quoted 
by Varro, In the xvillth book of his Antiquities. Cenforinus, de Die 
Natali, c. 17. p. 90, 91. edit. Havercampi 

According to Varro, the twelfth century would expire A.D.447. 
but the uncertainty of the true sera of Rome might allow fome latitude 
of anticipation or delay. The poets of the age, Claudian (de Bell. 
Getico, a6y.) and Sidonius (in Panegyr. Avit. 357.), may be ad- 
mitted as fair witnelTes of the popular opinion. 

Jam reputant annos, Interceptoque volatd 
Vulturis, incldunt properatis fsecula metis. 


Jam prope fata toi bifleaas Vulturis alas 
Implebaat ; fcis namque tuos, fcis Roma, labores. 

See Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 34 o«™346. , 

, ' ‘ , or 
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or fabulous circumftance, has been ferioufly veri- 
fied inthe downfalof the Wefteni empire. But 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than 
the flight of vultures : the Roman government 
appeared every daylefs formidable to its enemies, 
more odious and opprelfive to itsfiibje6ts”. The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs j 
oeconomy was negle6ted in proportion as it be- 
came neceffary ; and the injuftice of the rich 
fliifted the unequal burden from themfelves to 
the people, whom they defrauded of the induh 
gencies that might fometimes have alleviated 
their mifery. The fevere inquifition, which con- 
fifcated their goods, and tortured their perfbns," 
compelled the fubje<Sls of Valentinian to prefer 
the more Ample tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly 
to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the 
vile andabje6l condition of mercenary fervants. 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of 
Gaul, and the greateft part of Spain, ' were 
thrown into a ftate of diforderly independence, 
by the confederations of the Bagaudse j and the 
Imperial minifters purfued with profcriptive 
laws, and ineffectual arms, the rebels whom 
they had made If all the Barbarian con- 
querors 

’’ The fifth book of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentations, and 
vehement inveftives. His immoderate freedom ferves to prove the 
weaknefs, as well as the comtption, of the Roman government. His 
book was publiflied after the lofs of Africa (A. D. 439.), and before 
Attila’s war (A. D. 451.). 

The Bagaudse of Spain, who fought pitched battles with the 
Roman troops, are repeatedly mentioned in the chronicle of Idatius. 

Salvias 
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querors had been annihilated in the fame hour^ 
their total deftru6tion would not have rellored 
the empire of the Weft; and if Rome ftill 
fiirvived, Ihe fiiryived the lofs of freedom, of 
virtue, and of honour. 

Salviati has defcribed their diftrefs and rebellion in very forcible Ian- 
guage, Itaque nomen civium Romanorum . . . nunc ultro repu- 
diatur ac fugitur nec vile tamen fed etiam ahominabile poene habetur 
, . . . Et hinc eft ut etiam hi qui ad^arbaros non confugiunt, Bar- 
bari tamen efle coguntur, fcilicet ut eft pars magna Hifpanorumj et 

non minima Gallorum De Bagaudis nunc nuhi fermo eft, qui 

per malos judicea et cruentos fpoliati, afiUdli, necati poftquam jus Ro- 
man® libertatis amiferant, etiam honorem Romani nominis perdi-' 
derunt . . . . . Vocamus rebelles, vocamus perditos quos effe com- 
pulimus criminofos. De Gubernat. Dei, I. v. p. 158, 159. 
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iS'acl' of Uome hy Genferic^ King of the Vandals, 

-—His 7iaml Depredations.— -Succeffion of the 
laf Emperors of the Wef, Maximus, Avitus, 

Major tan, Sevenis, Anthemius, Olyhrius, Gly- 
cerins, Nepos, Aug-ujiulus. — ■E'otal ExtmEtion 
of the Wejiern Empire.— -Reign of Odoacer, 
the firf Barbarian King of Italy. 

lofs or defolation of tlie provinces, from c H AP. 
the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory 
and greatnefs of Rome : her internal pro- Kavai 
fperity was irretrievably deftroyed by the fepa- . 

ration of Africa. The rapacious Vandals con- 

iifcated the patrimonial ellates of the feiiators, 
and intercepted the regular fiiblidies, which re- 
lieved the poverty, and encouraged the idlenefs, 
of the plebeians. The diftrefs of the Romans 
was foon aggravated by an unexpedted attack ; 
and the province, fo long cultivated for their 
life by induflrioiis and obedient fubjedts, was 
armed againll them by an ambitious Barbarian. 

The Vandals and Alani, who followed the fuc- 
cefsful ftandard of Genferic, had acquired a rich 
and fertile territory, which ftretched along the 
coaft above ninety days journey from Tangier to 
Tripoli; but their narrow limits were prelfed and 
conhned, on either tide, by the fandy defert and 
the Mediterranean. The difcovery and conqueft 
of the Black nations, that might dwell beneath 

VOL.yi, Tu tho 


fHE And fKtt 

qiiiiiity j liis iiours, according to the demands of 
pleafure or reafon, were accurately diftribiited 
by a water-clock 5 and this avarice of time may 
he allowed to prove the fenfe which Maximus 
entertained of his own happinefs. The injury 
which he received from the Emperor Valen* 
tinian^ appears to excufe the moft bloody re- 
venge. Yet a philofopher might have reflected, 
that, if the refiftance of his wife had been fin- 
cere, her chaftity was dill inviolate, and that it 
could never be reftored if file had confented to 
the will of the adulterer. A patriot would have 
hefitated, before he plunged himfelf and his 
country into thofe inevitable calamities, which 
muft follow the extiniEtion of tlio royal houfe 
of Theodofius. The imprudent Maximus difre- 
garded thefe falutary confiderations : he gra- 
tified his refentuient and ambition j he faw the 
bleeding corple of Valentinian at his feet ; and 
he heard himfelf faluted Emperor by the una- 
nimous voice of the fenate and people. But 
the day of his inauguration was the laft day of 
his happinefs. He \vas imprifoned (fuch i$ 
the lively expreflion of Sidonius) in the pa- 
lace ; and after pafling a fleeplefs night, lie 
fighed that he had attained the fummit of liis 
wiflies, and afpired only to defcend from the 
dangerous elevation. Oppreffed by the weight 
of the diadem, he communicated his anxious 
thoughts to his friend and qumflor Eulgett- 
tiusj and when he looked back with unavail- 
ing regret on the feciire pieafures of his former 
life, the Emperor exclaimed, “ 0 fortunate Da- 
II' mocles^ 
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mocJes^j thy reign began and ended with the 
fame dinner:** a well-known allulion, which 
Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an inftnuStive 
leffon for princes and fubj§ 61 :s. 

The reign of Maximus continued about three 
months. His hours, of which he had loft the 
command., were difturbed by remorfe or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was lhaken by the fedi- 
tions of the foldiei’s, the people, and the con- 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late .Em- 
peror, might tend to eftablifh the hereditary fuc- 
ceffion of his family ; but the violence which he 
offered to the Emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of lull or revenge. 
His own wife, the caufe of thefe tragic events, 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and 
to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper, whom Ihe fufpedted as the affaffm of her 
deceafed hulband. Thefe fulpicions were fooii 
juftified by the indifcreet confeffion of Maximus 
himfelfj and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his reluctant bride, w'ho was ftill confcious that 
|he defcended from a line of emperors, From 


CHAP. 
XXX VJ. 


His death, 
A.D.455. 
June 1%. 


® Diflri<Sius eafis cui fuper impii 
Cervice peadet, non Simla dapi^ 

Dulcem elaborabunt faporem : 

Non avium Gif^araeq^e Bantus 
Somnum reducent. Horat. Garm. iil. i. 

Sidonius concludes his letter with the ftorjr of Damocles, which 
Cicero (Tufculian. v* fto, »i.) had fo iflimitabi7 told. 
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c H A P. Eaft, however, Eudoxia could not hope to 
obtain any effe^ual afliftance : her father and 
her aunt Pulcherk were dead j her mother lari- 
guiflied at Jerulalem in difgrace and exile 5 and 
the fceptre of Gonftaritinople was in the hands of 
a ftraiiger. She directed her eyes towards Car« 
thage 5 fecretly implored the aid of the King of 
the Vandals ; and perfuaded Genferic to improve 
the fair opportunity of difgiiiling his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecioiis names of honour, juftice, 
and compaffion^ Whatever abilities Maximus 
might have fliewn in a fubordinate tlation, he was 
found incapable of adminiftering an empire ; and 
though he might eafdy have been informed of 
the naval preparations which were made on the 
oppofite Ihores of Africa, he expected with fu- 
pine indidereiice the approach of the enemy^ 
without adopting any meafures of defence, of 
negotiation, or of a timely retreat. When the 
Vandals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, 
the Emperor was ftiddenly routed from his leth* 
argy by the clamours of a trembling and exaf- 
perated multitude. The only hope which pre- 
fented itfelf to his allonilhed mind was that of a 
precipitate flight, and he exhorted the fcnators 
to imitate the example of their prince. But no 

* Notwithftanding the evidefice of Procopius Evagrius, Idatius, 

Marcellinus, &c. the learned Muratori (Antiali d'Jtalia, tom. iv. 
p. 249.) doubts the reality of this invitation, and obferves, with 
great truth, “Non fi pub dir quanto fia facile il popolo a fognare e 
« fpaeciar voci falfe.** But his argument, from the interval of time 
and place, is extremely feeble. The figs which gi-ew near Carthage 
were produced to the fenate of Rcnne oii the third days 
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fooner did Maximus appear in the ftreets, than 
he was alTaiilted by a fliower of Hones : a Roman, 
or a Burgundian foldier, claimed the honour of 
the Hrft wound j his mangJed body was ignomi* 
nioiifly call into the Tyber 5 the Roman people 
rejoiced in the punijfhment which they had in- 
fli<5led on the author of the public calamities j 
and the domeftics of Eudoxia fignalized their 
zeal in the fer vice of their miftrefs^ 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the 
gates of the defencelefs city. Infteadof a fally 
of the Roman youth, there ifiTued from the gates 
an unarmed and venerable proceffion of the bifhop 
at the head of his clergy^ The fearlefs fpirit of 
Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated 
the fiercenefsof a Barbarian conqueror: -the King 
of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifling 
multitude, to prote<5l the buildings from fire, and 
toexempt the captives from torture j and although 
fuch orders were neither ferioufiy given, nor 
llri 8 :ly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his 
country. But Rome and its inhabitants were 


c H A P. 
XXXVI 


Sack of 
Rome by 
the Van- 
dals, 

A.D. 4SSf 
June 15— - 
a9. 


5 . . _ infidoqtie tibi Burgundio duilu 
Extorquet trepidas madlandi principis iras 

Sidon. in Paiiegyr. Avit. 443. 

A remaiikable line, which infinuates that Rome and. Maximus were 
betrayed by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

® The apparent fuccefs of Pope Leo may be juftified by Profper, 
and the Hijloria Mifcellan,} but the improbable notion of Baronins 
(A.D. 455. 13.), that Genferic i^ared the three apoflolical 

churches, is not countenanced even by the doubtful teftimony of 
the Liber Pontificaiis. 

L 4 
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delivei'ed to the liceiitioufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors, whole blind paffions revenged the injuries 
of Carthage. The pillage lalled fourteen days 
and nights ; and all that yet remained of public 
or private wealth, of facred or profane treafure, 
was diligently tranfported to the veffels of Gen- 
feric. Among the fpoils, the Iplendid relics of 
two temples, or rather of two religions, exhibited 
a memorable example of the viciffitude of human 
and divine things. Since the abolition of Pa- 
ganifm, the Capitol had been violated and aban- 
doned : yet the llatues of the gods and heroes 
were Hill refpedbed, and the curious roof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genfericb The holy inftruraents of the Jewifli 
'worfhipb the gold table, and the gold candle- 
Itick with feven branches, originally framed ac- 
cording to the particular inflrudlions of God 
himfelf, and which were placed in the fandluary 
of his temple, had been ollentatioiilly difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph ol'Titus. They 
were afterwards depolited in the temple of Peace ^ 

’ The pr.ofufion of Catulus, tlie firft who gilt the roof of the Ca- 
pitol, was toot uttiverfally approved (Plin. Hift. Nattor. xxxiii. t8.) ; 
but it was far exceeded by the Emperor’s, and the external gilding 
of the temple coft Domitian ia,ooo talents (a, 400,000!.). The 
expreffions of CIau(hus and RutUius f luce metalli a;miila . . . faf-^ 
tigia ajirlsi and cotifunduntque vagos delubra micantia vi/us ) mani- 
feftly prove that this fplendid covering was not removed either by 
the Chriftians or the Goths (fee Donatus, Roma Antiqua, 1 . ii. c. 6, 
p. laj.). It fhonld feem that the roof of the Capitol was decorated 
with gilt ftatues, and chariots drawn by four horfes. 

* The cnrious reader may confult the learned and accurate treatife 
of Hadrian Reland, de Spoliis Templi Hierofolymitani in Arcd 
Titiano RoraK confpicuis, In ijjrao. Trajedll ad Rhenum, 1716. 

and 
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and at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils 
of Jerufalem were transferred from Rome to Car- 
thage, by a Barbarian who derived his origin 
from the Ihores of the Baltic* Thefe ancient mo- 
numents might attradfe the notice of curiofity, as 
well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches,, 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperlli- 
tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mate- 
rials forfacrilege ; and the pious liberality of Pope 
Leo, who melted fix lilver vafes, the gift of Con- 
Rantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, is an 
evidence of the damage which he attempted to 
repair. In the forty-five years, that had elapfed 
fince the Gothic invafion, the pomp aiiid luxury 
of Home were in fome meafure reftored ; and it 
was difficult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the 
avarice of a conqueror, who polTefied leifure to 
colledl, and fliips to tranlport, the wealth of the 
capital. The Imperial ornamentsof the palace, the 
magnificent furniture and wardrobe, the fide- 
boards of mafify plate, were accumulated with dif- 
orderiy rapine: the gold and filver amounted to 
feveral thoufand talents 5 yet even the brafs and 
copper were laborioufly removed. Eudoxia her- 
felf, who advanced to meet her friend and de- 
liverer, loon bewailed the imprudence of her own 
condudt. She was rudely ftripped of her jewelsj 
and the unfortunate Emprefs, with her two 
daughters, the only furviving remains of the 
great Theodofius, was compelled, as a captive, to 
follow the haughty Vandal; who immediately 
lioifted fail, and returned with a profperous navi- 
gation 
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c H A P. gatioo to the port of Carthage*’. Many thonfand 
XXXVI. ^ Romans of both fexes, choien for fome ufeful or 
agreeable qualifications, reluctantly embarked on 
board the fleet of Genferic 5 an d their diftrefs was 
aggravated by the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in 
the di vifion of the booty, feparated the wives from 
their luitbands, and the children from their 
parents. The charity of Deogratias, Bifliop of 
Carthage*®, was their only confolation and fup- 
port. He generoufly fold the gold and filver 
plate of the church to pnrchafe the freedom of 
ibrne, to alleviate the flavery of others, and to 
aifift the wants and infirmities of a captive mul- 
titude, whofe health was impaired by the hard- 
ftiips which they had fuffered in their pafiage from 
Italy to Africa. By his order two fpacious 
churches were converted into hofpitals: the fick 
were dillribiited in convenient beds, and libe- 
rally fupplied with food and medicines; and the 
aged prelate repeated his vifits both in the day 
and night, with an affiduity that furpaffed his 
Hrengtli, and a tender lympathy which enhanced 
the value of his fervices. Compare this fcene 
with the field of Cannae j and judge between 
Hannibal and the fucceflbr of St. Cyprian 

The 

^ The vefiei which tranfported the relics of the Capitol, was the 
only one of the whole fleet that fuffered fliipwreck. If a bigotted 
fophift, a Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, he might have 
rejoiced that this cargo of lacrilege was loft in the fea. 

See Vidlor Vitenfis, de Perfecat. Vandal. I.i. c. 8 . p. 11,12. 
edit. Rulnart. Deogratias goTCmed the churcli of Carthage only 
three years. If he had not been .privately buried, his corpfe would 
have been tom piecemeal by the mad devotion of the people. 

'' The gener^ evidence for the death of Maximus, and the fack 
of Rome by the Vandals, is comprized in Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit. 

44 - 2 ' 
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The deaths of jEtiiis and Valentinian had re- c H A P. 
laxed the ties which held the Baibaiians of Gaul 
in peace and fubordination. The fea-coafl was ThcEm- 
infefted by the Saxons* the Alemanni and the 
3?ranks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine j A.D.455. 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate 
more exterdive and permanent conquefts. The 
Emperor Maximus relieved himfelf, by a judicious 
choice, from the weight of thefe diftant cares; he 
filenced the folicitations of his friends, liftened to 
the voice of fame, and promoted a ftranger to the 
general command of the forces in Gaul. Avitus 
the ilranger, whofe merit was fo nobly rewarded, . 
defcended from a wealthy and honourable family 
in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convulhons of 
the times urged him to embrace, with the fame 
ardour, the civil and military profehions; and the 
indefatigable youth blended the Rudies of litera- 
ture and jurifprudence with the exercife of arms 
and hunting. Thirty years of his life were lauda- 
bly fpent in the public fervice ; he alternately dif 
played his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of Jlltius, after executing the moft 
important embaflies, was raifed to the Ration of 
Prmtorian praefect of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was defi- 
rous of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eRate, 

441^ — 45o»)> Procopius (de Bell. Vandal, l.i. c. 4,5. p. 188, 189, 
andl.ii. c. 9. p. a55.)j Evagtius (Lii. c. 7.), Jornandes (de Reb. 

Geticis, c. 45. p. 677.^ and the' Chronicles of Idatius, Profper, 
Marcellinus, and Theophanes) under the proper year. 

The private life and elevation of Avitus muft be deduced, with 
becoming fufpicion, from the panegyric pronounced by Sidoniiis 
Apollinavisj his fubjed, and his fon-in-Iaw. 


which 
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CHAR wliicli he poffeffed in the neighbourhood of Clerr 

xxxvj. A copious ftreain, iffuing from the mouur 

tain, and falling headlong in many a lout! and 
foaming cafcade, difcharged its waters into a lake 
about two miles in length, and the villa was plear 
fantly feated on the margin of the lake. The 
baths, the porticoes, the fiimmer and winter 
apartments, were adaptedto the purpofes of luxury 
and ufe ; and the adjacent country afforded the 
various profpe<Sts of woods, paftiires, and mea- 
dows In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
leifure with books, rural fports, the pra6tice of 
hufbandry, and the fociety of his friends he re- 
ceived the Imperial diploma, which conllituted 
him mafter-general of the cavalry and infantry of 
Gaul. He aifumed the military command ; the 
Barbarians fufpended their fury ; and whatever 
means he might employ, whatever conceffions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of adtual tranquillity. But the fate of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigothsj and the Eoinan 

After the example of the younger Pliny, Sidonius (I. ii. c. a.) 
has laboured the florid, prolix, and obfcure defcription of his villa, 
which bore the name f A'uitacum)^ and had been the pjjoperty of 
Avitus. The precife fituation is not afcertained. Confult however 
the notes of Savaron and Sirinond. 

Sidonius (l.ii. epift. 9.) has defcribed the country life of the 
Gallic nobles, in avifit which he made to his friends, whofe eftates 
were in the neighbourhood of Nifines. The morning-hours were 
Ipent in the fpharijieriumi or tennis court; or in the library, which 
was furnifiied with authors, profane and religious ; the former 
for the men, the latter for the ladies. The table was twice ferved, at 
dinner and fupper, with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wine. 
During the intermediate time, the company flept, took the air on 
horfeback, and ufed the warm bath. 
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general, left attentive to hft dignity than to the C tl iCR. 
public interell, did not difdain to vilit Thoulonfe 
in the chanaSler of an ambaiTador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous holpitality by Theodoric, 
the King of the Goths ; but while Avitus laid the 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation, he was alloni&ed by the intelligence, that 
the Emperor Maximus was flaiii, and that Home 
had been pillaged by the Vandals. A vacant 
throne, which he might afcend without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambition ; and the Vifi- • 
goths were ealily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefillible fuffrage. They loved the per- 
fon of Avitus; they relpedled his virtues ; and A.D.455, 
they were not infenfible of the advantage, as well 
as honour, of giving an emperor to the Weft. 

The feafon was now approaching, in which the 
annual aftembly of the feven provinces was held 
at Arles ; their deliberations might perhaps be 
influenced by tlie prefence of Theodoric, and bis 
martial brothers; but their choice would natu- 
rally incline to the inoft illuftrious of their 
countrymen. Avitus, after a decent reliftance, 
accepted the Imperial diadem from the reprefen- 
tatives of Gaul ; and his ele6tion was ratified by 
the acclamations of the Barbarians and provin- 
cials. The formal confent of Marcian, Emperor 
of the Eaft, was folicited and obtained : but the 

Seventy lines of panegyric (50^— 575.), which defcrlbe the 
importunity of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftniggling to overcome the 
modeft reluctance of Avitus, are biowa away by three rvords of an 
honeft hiftorian. Romanum Imperium (Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. 

c. iJ. in tom. ii. p. 168.). 

fenate.. 
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CHAP, fenate, Rome, and Italy, though humbled by their 
recent calamities, fubmitted with a fecret murmur 
to the prefiimption of the Gallic uilirper. 
ctaraaer Theodoi’ic, to wliom Avitus was indebted for 
the purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by 
of die Vifi- the murder of his elder brother Torifmond ; and 
jutlified this atrocious deed by the defign 
453— 466, which his predeceffor had formed of violating his 
alliance with the empire * Such a crime might 
not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba- 
rian ; but the manners of Theodoric were gentle 
and humane; and poderity may contemplate with- 
out terror the original pi<Sture of a Gothic king, 
whom Sidonius had intimately obferved, in the 
‘ hours of peace and of fociai intercourfe. In an 

epidle, dated from the court of Tlrouloufe, the 
orator fatisfies the curiolity of one of his friends, 
in the following defcriptioii By the majefty 
of his appearance, Theodoric would command 
the re:^e6l of thofe who are ignorant of his 
merit ; and although he is born a prince, his 
“ merit would dignify a private ftation. He is 
“ of a middle Itature, his body appears rather 
plump than fat, and in his well-proportioned 

Ilidore, Archbifliop of SeviUe, 'who was hlmfelf of the blood 
royal of the Goths, ackaowledges, ajiid almoft juftifies (Hift. Goth, 
p. 718.) the crime which their Have Jornandes had bafely dilTembled 
(c.43. p.673.). 

This elaborate defcription (1. i. cp. ii. p. a — 7.) was didlated by 
fome political motive. It was defigned for the public eye, and had 
been fhewn by the friends of Sidonius, before it was infeited in the 
cpIleiStion of his epiftles. The fcft book was publilhed feparately. 
See Tiliemout, Memoires Ecclef. tom. xw. p. ad4. 
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limbs agility is uoitedwitb mufciilar ftrengtli c 
« If you examine his countenancej you will dif- 
« tinguifli a high forehead, large ihaggy eye- 
brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular 
fet of w'hite teeth, and a fair complexion, that 
bluflies more frequently from modefty than 
from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his 
time, as far as it is expofed to the public view% 

“ may be concifely reprefented. Before day- 
“ break, he repairs, wdth a fmali train, to his 
“ domeftic chapel, where the fervice is performed 
“ by the Arian clergy ; but thofe who prefume 
“ to interpret his fecret fentiments conlider this 
“ allidiious devotion as the effect of habit and 
policy. The red of the morning is employed in 
the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair 
is furrounded byforae military officersof decent 
afpe6t and behaviour : the noify crowd of his 
“ “ Barbarian guards occupies thehall of audience; 
« but they are not permitted to Hand within the 
‘‘ veils or curtains, that conceal the coiincil- 
“ chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaffadorsof 
“ the nations are fucceffively introduced : Theo- 
doric liftens with attention, anfwers them with 
difcreet brevity, and either announces or de- 
lays, according to the nature of their bufinefs, 
his final refolution. About eight (the fecond 
hour) he rifes from his throne, and vifits, 

I have fupprefled, in this portrait of Theodoric, feveral minute 
drcumlknces, and technical phrafes, which could be tolerable, or 
indeed intelligible, to thofe only who, like the contemporaries of Sido- 
nius, had frequented the markets whem n ak ed Haves were expofed to 
&le (Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 404.). 

ec 
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e H A p. “ either his treafury, or his {tables. If he chtifeS 
^xxxvi. ^ ., <e to hunt, or at leaft to exercife himfelf on horfe- 
“ back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth *, 
but when the game is marked, he bends it with 
his own hand, andfeldom miffes the objedl of 
“ his aim: as a king, he difdains to bear arms 
in fuch ignoble warfare ; but as a foldier, he 
would blulh to accept any military fervice 
‘‘ which he could perform himfelf. On common 
“ days, his dinner is not different from the repafl 
of a private citizen j but every Saturday, many 
“ honourable guefts are invited to the royal 
“ table, which on thefe occafions, is ferved with 
“ the elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, 
“ and theorder and diligenceof Italy Thegold 
“ or filver plate is lefs remarkable for its weight, 
“ than for the brightnefs and curious workman- 
“ flip : the tafte is gratified without the help of 
foreign and coftly luxury; the fize and numbef 
“ of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftri6l 
regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
“ {pedlfulfilence that prevails, isinterrupted only 
« by grave and inftrudlive converfation. Aftei' 
“ dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
“ in a fliort Humber ; and as foon as he wakes, 
“ he calls for the dice and tables, encourages his 
friends to forget the royal niajefty, and is de» 
“ lighted when they freely exprefs the paffions, 
“ which are excited by the incidents of play. At 
“ this game, which he loves as the image of war, 

Jideas ibi elegantiam Graecanij abundantiam GalHcanam celeri- 
tatem Italara j pubiicam pompam, privataro, diligcntiam, regiara 
difciplinam. ' 
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6f the roman empire. 


361 


lie alterhately difplays his- eagernefs, his Ikillj, chap. 
his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he 
«« lofes, he laughs : he is modefl and filent, if 
“ he wins. Yet, notwithftanding this feeming 
indifference, his courtiers choofe to folicit 
“ any favour in the moments of vi6lory ; and 
I myfelf, in my applications to the King^ 

“ have derived foine benefit from my Ioffes 
About the ninth hour (three o’clock) the tide 
of bufinefs again returns, and flows incef- 
“ fatitly till after funfet, when the fignal of the 
royal fupper difmiffes the weary crowd of fiip- 
“ pliants and pleaders. At the fupper, a more 
‘‘ familiar repafl, buffoons and pantomimes are 
** fometiines introduced, to divert, not to 
“ offend, the company, by their ridiculous wit i 
but female fingers, and the foft effeminate 
modes of mufic,- are feverely baniffied, and 
“ fuch martial tunes as animate the foul to 
“ deeds of valour are alone grateful to the ear 
“ of Theodoric. He retires from table ; and 
the nodturnal guards are immediately polled 
“ at the entrance of the treafury, the palace, 
and the private apartments.” 

When the King of the Vifigoths encouraged Hisexpedi- 
Avitus to aflame the purple, he offered his per- 
fon and his forces, as a faithful foldier of the a.!).’ 456. 

Tunc etiam ego allquid obfecraturus felicitor vincor, et mihi tabuH 
pevit ut caufa lalvetur. Sidoniiis of Auvergne was not a fubiecH; of 
Tlieodoric j but , lie might be compelled to folicit eidier juftice or 
favour at the court of Thouloufe. 

M 


%mL. vr. 


republic/ 



i6i TfIES)ECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, republic”. The exploits of Theodoric foon con- 
^XXXVJ. yjnced tbe world that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceflors. After 
the eftablilhment of the Goths in Aquitain, and 
the paffage of; the Vandals info Africa, the 
Suevi, who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, 
afpir.ed to the conqueft of Spain, and threatened 
to extinguifli the feeble remains of the Roman 
dominion. Tjie provincials of Carthagena and 
Tarragona, affli<Sled by an hoflile invafion, repre- 
fented their injuries and their apprehenfions. 
Count Fronto was difpatched in the name of the 
Emperor Avitus, with advantageous offers of 
peace and alliance; and Theodoric interpofed his 
weighty mediation, to declare that, unlefs his bro- 
therdn-law, the E^iti^ of the Suevi, immediately 
retired, he lliould be obliged to arm in the caufe 
of juftice and of Rome. “ Tell him,” replied 
the haughty Rechiarius, “ that I defpife his 
friendfiiip and his arms ; but that I fhall foon 
” try, whether he will dare to expedl my arrival 
“ . under the walls of Thouloufe.” Such a chal- 
lenge urged Theodoric to prevent the bold de- 
figns of his enemy : he paffed the Pyrenees at 
the head of the Vifigotbs : the Franks and Bur- 
gundians ferved under his ftandard; and 
tiiough he profeffed himfelf the dutiful fervant 
. of Avitus, he privately flipulated, for himfelf 

• " Theodoric himfelf, had .given a folemn and voluntary promife 
of fidelity, which was nnderftood both in Gaul and Spain. 

Romse futn, te duce, Amicus, 

Principe tCj Miles. 

* Sidon. Panegyr. Avit. 

and 
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and Ills fucceflTors, the al?f<>lute poffeffion of 
the Spaniih conquefts. The two armies, or 
rather the two ntatioRS, encountered each 
other on tlie bapjks of- fiver |Jrbicu^» about 
twelve miles frp^p decjlive 

victory of the Gotiis appeare4 fof ^9 

have extirpated the name apd hingdoip of th^ 
i^uevi. From the hpl4 pf hattjp Thpodoric ad- 
vanced to Braga, tjieif 

retaipjed |he fp][,endid pf itp apc^ent cpm- 

p^prce ^d d^gnityw^ ^is epiamce was not ppl- 
inted with blood; and the Godis refpedted the 
,cl3altity of their female captives, more ehiecially 
of the confecrated virgins : but the greatell pai^t 
pf the clergy and people were made llaycs, and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate King of 
the Suevi .had efcaped to one of tlie ports of the 
ocean ; bpt the obftinacy of thp winds opppied his 
digbt : he w^as delivered to his implacable rival ; 
apd Rechiarips, who nehher defired nor expedl^d 
mercy, received, with manly con ftancy, the death 
which he would probably have inflidled. After 
this bloody facnfice to policy or refentnient, 
Theodoric carried bis vidlorious arms as far as 
Merida, the principal town of Lufitania, without 
meeting any refinance, except from the miracu- 

” Quseque finil pelagi jadat fe Bracam dives. 

Avfon._de Claris Urbibus, p. 345. 

Frpm the defign of the King of the, Suevi, it is evident that the navi- 
gation from the ports of Gallicia to the Mediterranean was known and 
pradllfed. The Jfbips of Bracara or Braga, cautioufly fteerqd along 
the coaft, without daring to lofe themfelves in, tlve Atlantic. 

M a- lou^i 
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CHAP, lous powers of St. Eulalia; but he was flopped in 
. Career of fuccefs, and recalled from 

Spain, before he could provide for the fecurity 
of his conquefts. In his retreat towards the 
Pyrenees, he revenged his difappointment on 
the country through which he pafled ; and, in 
the fack of Pollentia and Aftorga, he fliewed 
himfelf a faithlefs ally, as well as a cruel enemy. 
Whilfl the King of the Vifigoths fought and 
vanquiflied in the name of Avitus, the reign of 
Avitus had expired ; and both the honour and 
the intereft of Theodoric were deeply wounded 
by the difgrace of a friend, whom he had feated 
on the throne of the Weftern empire 
Avitus is The prefling folicitations of the fen ate and 
A.a^456. P<^ople, perfuaded the Emperor Avitus to fix 
oa.i6. his refidence at Rome, and to accept the 
confulfliip for the enfuing year. On the firft 
day of January, his fon-in-law, Sidonius Apol- 
linaris, celebrated his praifes in a panegyric 
of fix hundred verfes ; but this compofition, 
though it was rewarded wdth a brafs llatLie®% 
feems to contain a very moderate proportion, 
either of genius or of truth. The poet, if 
we may degrade that fadred name, exaggerates 
the merit of a fovereign and a father ; and his 
prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 

The Suevie war is the molt authentic part of the Chronicle of 
Idatiusy who, as Bifliop of Iria Elavia, was himfelf a fpediator and a 
fufferer. Jornandes (c. 44, p. 675, 676, 677.) has expatiated with 
pieafure on the Gothic vliflory. 

- In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan’s llbraiy, 
among the ftatues;iof famous writers and orators, Sidon. Apoll. 1 . ix. 
x6. p.aB4, ,Garm. ,viii. p.350, . 

Iboa 
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foon contradi6led by the eyent. Avitus, at a time' c H A P. 
when the Imperial dignity was reduced to a pre- 
eminence of toil and danger^ indulged himfelf in 
the pleafures of Italian luxury : age had not ex- 
tinguiflied his amorous inclinations ; and he is 
accufed of infiilting, with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous raillery, the hufbands whofe wives he had. 
feduced or violated^^ But the Romans were not 
inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac- 
knowledge his virtues. The fevera-l parts of the 
empire became every da-y more alienated from 
each other; and the ftranger of Gaul was the ob- 
je6t of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
aflerted their legitimate, claim in the ele6lion of 
an emperor ; and their authority, which had been 
originally derived from the old conftitution, was, 
again fortified by the adlual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch amoparchy might, 
have refilled the votes of am unarmed fenate, if 
their difcontent had not been fupported, pr per- 
haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the military defence of Italy, The; 
daughter of Wallia, King of the Vifigoths, was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defcended, 
on the father’sfide, from the nation of t)ie Suevf®; 

’5 Luxuriofe agere volens a fenatorlbus projedlus eft, is the concife 
exprelfion of Gregory of Tours (I. ii. c.xi. in .tom. ii. p.i68.). An 
old Chronicle (in tom. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jeft of Avitus,- 
whlch feems more applicable to Rome tlian to Treves. 

"" Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 30a, &c.) praifes tlie royal birth of 
Ricimer, the lawful heir, as he chufes to ’infuiuate, both of the Go- 
thic ajid Siievic kingdoms. 
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liiS prid6, orpjitriotifrti, riiight be e^iafperated by 
the ftiisfortunesof his countrymen ; and he obeyed 
with relu6tance an emperor in whofe elevation 
he had not been confnited. His faithful and im» 
portant fervices againfl the common enemy ren- 
dered him flill more formidable j and, after 
deftroying, on the coaft of Corfica, a fleet of Van- 
dals, which confifled of flxty galltes, Ricimer 
returned in triumph with the appellation of the 
Deliverer of Italy. He chofe that moment to flg- 
nify to Avitus, that his reign was at an end ; and 
the feeble Emperor, at a diftance from his Gothic 
allies, \\*as compelled, after a fhort and unavailing 
flriiggle, to abdicate the purple. By the cle-* 
inency, however, or the contempt, of Ricimer 
he was permitted to defeend from the throne, to 
the more defirahle ftation of Biihop of Placentia ; 
but the refentment of the fenate was flill iinfatif- 
fledj and their inflexible feverity pronounced the 
fentence of his death. Pie fled towards the 
Alps, with the humble hope, not of arming the 
Vifigoths in his caufe, but of fecuring his perfon 
and treafures in the fan6tuary of Julian, one of 
the tutelar faints of Auvergne Difeafe, or the 

hand 

See the Chronicle of Idatius. Jornandes (c. xliv. p. 676.) ftyles 
him, with fome trutli, viram egregium, et pene tunc in Italia ad ex- 
ercitum lingularem. 

Parcens innocentise Ariti,is'i:he compaffiohate, but contemptuous, 
language of Vidlor Tunnunehfis (in Ghron. apud Scaliger Eufeb.). In 
another place, he calls him, vir tbtius fimplicitatis. This commenda- 
tion is more humble, but it is more foM and fincere, than the praifes 
of Sidonius. ' 

y He fullered, as it is fiippofed, in the perlecution of Diocletian 
(Tillejoaont, Mem. Eccldf. tora»v» p, *79. 696.). Gregory of 

Toursj 
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hand of the executioner, arrefted him on the CHAP, 
road j yet his remains were decently tranfported 
to Brivas, or Brioiide, iu his native province, 
and he repofed at the feet of his holy patron 
Avitus left only one daughter, the wife of Sido- 
nius Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony 
of his father-indaw ; lamenting, at the fame time, 
the difappointment of his public and private ex- 
pedlations. His refentment prompted him to 
join, or at lead to countenance, the meafures of 
a rebellious faction in Gaul 5 and the poet had 
contracted fome guilt, which it was incumbent 
on him to expiate, by a new tribute of flattery 
to the fucceeding emperor^'. 

The fucceffor of Avitus prefeiits the welcome Charaaer 
difcovery of a great and heroic character, fuch as 
fometimes arife in a degenerate age, to vindicate Majonan, 
the honour of the human Ipecies. The Emperor 457* 
Majorian has deferved the praifes of his contem- 

Tours, his peculiar votary, has dedicated to the glory of Juliaa 
the Martyr* an entire booTc (de Gloria Martyrum, 1 . ii. in Max. 

Bibliot. Patrum, tom, xL p. 86i — 871.), in which he relates about 
fifty foollfli miracles performed by his relics. 

Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ii. c. xi. p. 168.) is concife, but correiSt, 
in the reign of his countryman. The words of Idatius, “ caret im- 
perio, caret et vita/’ feem to imply, that the death of Avitus was 
violent ; but it rauft have been fecret, fince Evagrius ( 1 . ii. c. 7.) could 
fuppofe, that he died of the plague. - 

After a modeft appeal to the examples of his brethren, Virgil 
and Horace, Sidonlus honeltly cohfelles the debt, and promlfes 
payment- 

Sic mihi diverfo nuper fiib Marte cadenti 
Juffilli placido Victor ut efiem aniirio. 

Serviat ergo tibi fervati liiigua-poetse, 

Atque meae vitae laus tua- fit' pretium. 

• Sidon. ApoU. Cann. Iv. p. 30S. 

See Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 448, Stc, 
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pdraries, and of pofterity ; and thefe praifes may 
fee ftrongly expreffed in the words of a judicious 
and difinterefted hillorian : “ That lie was gentle 
“ tohisfufeje6tsj that he was terrible to his ene- 
mies; and that he excelled in ever^ virtu e, 
« all his predecelfors who had reigned over the 
Romans Such a tetlimony may juftify at 
ieafl the panegyric of Sidonius; and we may 
acquiefce in the affurance, that, although the 
oblequious orator would have flattered, with 
equal zeal, the mofl wmrthlefs of princes, the 
extraordinary merit of his object confined him, 
on this occafion, within the bounds of truth 
Majoriaii derived his name from his maternal 
grandfather, who, in the reign of the great Theo- 
dofius, had commanded the troops of the Illyrian 
frontier. He gave his daughter in marriage to 
the father of Majorian, a refpedtable officer, who 
adminiftered the revenues of Gaul with ikill and 
integrity^ and generoiifly preferred the friendfliip 
of H^tius, to the tempting ofiers of an infidioiis 
court. His fon, the future emperor, w^ho was 
educated in the profefiion of arms, difplayed, 
from his early youth, intrepid courage, premature 

The words of Procopius deferve to be tranfcribed ; sro; yap » 

Maiojuvoi ras WiuToTf P£i)//,«nov wtpaipvv apErn 

a-aa>y; and afterwards, amp Ta /*ey et; yvrwpioaf (jui^pto; ycyoywc, 
(polBspos oe ra B^ raj croXE/i*woti? (de Bell Vandal. 1 . i. c. 7. p. I94.}j a 
concife but comprehenlive definition of royal virtue. 

The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the 
year 458, while the Bmperor was ftill coaful. It has more art than 
genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or trivial; 
the expreflion is feeble and prolix; and Sidonius wants the fldll to ex- 
hibit the principal figure in a ftrong and difiind light. The private 
life of Majorian occupies about two hundred lines, 107— *305. 

wifdom^ 
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wifflom, and unbounded liber^ity ' in a fcanty c H A R. 
fortune. He followed the ilandard of iEtiuSj 
eontribiited to his fuccefs,.fhared, and fometimos 
eclipfed, his glory, and at laft excited the jea- 
loufy of the patrician, or rather of his wiie, who 
forced him to retire from the fervice ^"^. Majo- 
rian, after the death of iEtius, was recalled, and 
promoted; and his intimate connedtion with 
Count Ricimer was the immediate ftep by which 
he afcended the throne, of the Weltern empire. 

During fhevacancythat fucceededthe abdication 
of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whofe birth 
excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern- 
ed Italy, with the title of Patrician ; religned, to 
his friend, the confpicuoiis ftation of mailer- 
general of the cavalry and infiintry ; and, after 
an interval of , fome months, confented to the 
unanimous wiili of the Romans, whofe favour 
Majoriati had folicited by a recent viStorj over 
the Alemanni He was invefted with the pur- 
ple at Ravenna ; and the epiftle wdiich he ad- 
dreffed to the fenate, will heft defcribe his litiia- 
tioii arid his fentiments. “ Your election, Con- 
“ fcript Fathers ! and the ordinance of the moll 

She prefled his immediate deatli, and was fcarcely fatisfied with 
his difgrace. It Ihoukl feem that iEtius, like Belifas’ius and Marl- 
borough, was governed by his wife ; whofe fervent piety) though it 
might work miracles (Gregor. Turon. l.ii. c. 7. p. was not in- 

compatible with bafe and fanguinary couiifels. 

The Alemanni had palled the Rhstian AipS) and were defeated 
in the Campi Caninir or Valley of Bellinzonej through which the 
Tefin flows, in its defcent from Mount Adula, to the Lago Maggiore 
(Cluver. Italia Antig. tom i, p. 100, loi.}. This boafted vidlory over 
nine hundred Barbarians (Panegyr, ■Maibrian, 373, &c.) betrays the 
extreme wesknels of Italy. 

■ “ valiant;- 
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e H A p. “ valiant army, have made me your Emperor 
“ May the propitious Deity dire^ and profper 
the counfels and events of my adminiftration j 
to your advantage, and to the public welfare ! 
« For my own part, I did not afpire, I have fub- 
«« mitted, to reign; nor fhould I have difcharged 
“ the obligations of a citizen, if I had refufed, 
« with bafe and felhfii ingratitude, to fupport 
the weight of thofe labours, which were im- 
pofed by the republic. Affift, therefore, the 
prince whom you have made ; partake the du- 
** ties which you have enjoined ; and may our 
” common endeavours promote the happinefs of 
*« an empire, which I have accepted from your 
“ hands. Be alTured, that in our times, juftice 
“ lhall refume her ancient vigour, and that virtue 
« fliall become not only innocent but merito- 
rioiis. Let none, except the authors thein- 
felves, be apprehenfive of delations whicli^ 
“ as a fubjedt, I have always condemned, and, 
“ as a prince, will feverely piinilli. Our own 
“ vigilance, and that of our father, the patrician 
“ Ricinaer, fliall regulate all military affairs, and 

Iinperatorem me faiVum, P. C. eIe( 5 iionis Yeftras arbitrio, et 
fortiffimi exercitus ordinatione agnofcite (Novell. Majorian. tit. iii. p.34. 
ad Calcem Cod. Theodof.). Sidonius proclaims the unanimous voice 
of the empire. 

Pojftquam ordine yobis 

Ordo omnis regnum dederat j fMs) curia) miles, 

Et firaul. — — 3g6. 

This language is ancient and conftitutional ; and we may obferve, that 
the clergy were not yet confidered as a diftindl order of the ftate. 

Either d/Iationes, or delationes, would afford a tolerable reading 5 
but there is much more fenfe and fpirit in the latter, to which I have 
therefore given the preference. 

provide 
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«« provide for the fafety of the Roman world, c H A p, 
«« which we havefaved from foreign and domellic 
« enemies^®. You now underlland the maxima 
of my government : you may confide in the 
faithful love and fincere afluran ces of a prin ce, 
who has formerly been the companion of your 
life and dangers j who flill glories in the name 
** of fenator, and who is anxious, that you fliould 
«« never repent of the judgment which you have 
“ pronounced in his favour/’ The Emperor, 
who, amidfl the ruins of the Roman world, re* 
vivecl the ancient language of law and liberty, 
which Trajan would not have difclaimed, mufl 
have derived thofe generous fentiments from his 
own heart; finee they were not fuggefted to his 
imitation by the cuftoms of his age, or the ex- 
ample of his predecefTors \ 

The private and public adlions of Majorian His fate- 
are very imperfe6lly known : but his laws, re- 
markable for an original call of thought and 457— .461. 
expreffion, faithfully reprefent the character of a 
fovereign, who loved his people, who fympathized 
in their diftrefs, who had ftudied the caufes of 
the decline of the empire, and who was capable 
of applying (as far as fuch reformation was 

Ab externo hofte et a domefticii clade Hberavimus ; by the lat- 
ter, Majorian muft underlland the tyranny of Avitus ; whofe death 
he confequently avowed as a meritorious a«5l. On this occafion, Si- 
donius is fearful and obfcure; he defcribes the twelve Csefars, the 
nations of Africa^ &c. that he may efcape the dangerous name of 
Avitus C3Q5‘-*“3<59*)* ■ 

See the whole ediifi or epilUe of M^'orian to the fenate (Novell, 
tit. iv. p. 34 ,). Yet the expri^on, regAum nojlrum, bears forae taint 
of the age, and does not mix iindly with the word re/piiblicaf yilaxch. 
he frequently repeats, , . 

^ practicable) 
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practicable) judicious and effectual remedies to 
the public diforders His regulations concern-^ 
ing the finances manifeftly tended to remove, or 
at leal! to mitigate, the moll intolerable griev- 
ances. I. From the firft hour of his reign, he 
was folicitons (I tranflate his own words) to re- 
lieve the ’weary fortunes of the provincials, op^ 
preffed by the accumulated weight of indidtions 
and fuperin diction S'**. With this view, he granted 
an univerfal amnedy, a hnal and abfolute dis- 
charge of ail arrears' of tribute, of all debts, 
which under any pretence, the fifcal officers 
might demand from the people. This wife dere- 
li61;ion of obfolete, vexatious, and unprofitable 
claims, improved and purified the fources of the 
public I'evenue ; and the fubje6l,who could now 
look back without defpair, might labour with 
hope and gratitude for himfelf and for his coun- 
try. II. In the afieffinent and colleiSlion of taxes, 
Majorian refiored the ordinary jurifdlction of the 
provincial magillrates ; and fuppreffed the extra- 
ordinary commifiionswhich had been introduced, 
in the name of the Emperor himfelf, or of the 
Prmtorian praefefls. The favourite fervants, who 
obtained fueh irregular powers, were infolent in 
their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands : 
they affe6led to defpife the fubordinate tribunals. 

See the laws of Majorian (they are only nine in number, buS 
■yery long and various), at the end of the Thcodofian Code, NovelU 
1. ir. p. 33 — 37. Godefroy has not given any commentary on tliefe 
additional pieces. • 

Fe0as provinclalium varia atque rnnitipHci tributoiiim exaiStloiu*; 
fortunas, et extraordinariis fifcalium folutionum oneribus attritas, &.c. 
Novell. Majorian. tit. ly. p, 34. 
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and they were difcontented, if their fees and pro- 
fits did not twice exceed the furn which they 
condefcended to pay into the treafury. One in- 
ftaiice of their extortion would appear incredible, 
were it not authenticated by the legiflator himfelf. 
They exadted the whole payment in gold : hut 
they refuted the current coin of the empire, and 
would accept only fuch ancient pieces as were 
ftamped with the' names of Fauftina or .the 
Antonines. The fubje6t, who was unprovided 
with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to the 
expedient of compounding with their rapacious 
demands ; or if he fiicceeded in the refearch, his 
impofition was doubled, according to the weight 
and value of the money of former times III. 
“ The municipal corporations (fays the Ein- 
“ peror), the leirerfenates(fo antiquity has juftly 
“ ftyled them), deferve to be confidered as the 
heart of the cities, and the linews of the repiib- 
“ Irc. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by 
the injullice of raagidrates, and the venality of 
collei^ors, that many of their members, re' 
Bouncing their dignity and their country, have 
taken refuge in diftant and ohfcure exile.^* 
He urges, and even compels, their return to their 
refpecfive cities ; but he removes the grievance 
which had forced them to defert the exercife 

The learned Greaves (voLi^ P* 339> 33o> 33I-) ^7 

a diligent enquii')’-, that aurei of the Antonines weighed one hun- 
dred and eighteen, and tliofe of the fifth century only fixty-eight, 
Engliih grains. Majorian gives currency to all gold coin, excepting 
only the Gallic jQliduSffwm its delici^cy,, hot in the weight, but 
in, the ftandard. 

. of 
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e H A P. of their municipal fun^bions. They are directed, 
under the authority of the provincial magillrates, 
to refume their office of levying the tribute; but, 
inftead of being made relponfible for the whole 
fum afleffed on their diftri^, they are only re- 
quired to produce a regular account of the pay- 
ments which they have actually received, and of 
the defaulters who are ftill indebted to the public. 
iV. But Majoriaii was not ignorant that thefe 
corporate bodies were too much inclined to re- 
taliate the injuftice and oppreffion which they 
had fuffered ; and he therefore revives tlie ufeful 
office of the defenders of cities. He e;xhorits the 
people to eleSt, in a full and free affembly, feme 
man of diferetion and integrity, who would dare 
to affert their privileges, to reprefent their griev- 
ances, to protedt the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the Emperor of the abufes 
that were committed under the fandlion of his 
name and authority. 

TJie edi- The fpedtator, ,who calls a mournful view over 

jBces of ^|je ruins of ancient Borne, is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifehief which they had neither leifure, nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. 
The tempeflof war might ftrike fome loftyturrets 
to the ground; but the deftrudlion which un- 
dermined the foundations of thofe mahy fabrics, 
was profecuted, flowly and lilently, during a 
period of ten centuries ; and the motives of in- 
tereft, that afterwards operated without lliame or 
controul, were feverely checked by the tafte and 
fpirit of the Emperor Majorian. The decay of 
3 the 
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the city had gradually impaired the value of the 
public works. The circus and theatres might 
ftill excite, but they feldom gratified, the defires 
of the people : the temples, which had efcaped 
the zeal of the Chriftians, were -no longer inha^ 
bited either by gods or men : the diminifiied 
crowds of the Romans were loft in the immehfe 
ipace of their baths and porticoes} and the 
fiately libraries and halls of juflice became ufe- 
lefs to an indolent generation, whofe repofe was 
feldom difturbed, either by ftudy or bufinefs* 
The monuments of confular, or. Imperial, great- 
nefs were no longer revered, as the immortal 
glory of the capital : they were only efteemed 
as an inexhauftible mine of materials, cheaper, 
and more convenient, than the diftant quarry. 
Specious petitions were continually addrelfed to 
the eafy magifirates of Rome, which Hated the 
want of ftones or bricks for fome neceflary fer- 
vice: the fairefl forms of archite(9:ure were rudely 
defaced for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, 
repairs ; and the degenerate Romans, who con- 
verted the fpoil to their own emolument, demo- 
lifhed, with facrilegious hands, the labours of their 
anceftors. Majorian, who had often fighed over 
the defolation of the city, applied a fevere re- 
medy to the growing evil He referved to 

the 

The whole edidl (Novell. Majorian. tit. vi» p. 5J.) is curious, 
Antiquarum ®dium diflipatur fpeciofa coaftrudiioj et ut aliquid 
reparetur, magna diruuntur. Hlnc jam occalio nafcitur, ut etiam 
unufqiiifque privatum a’dihcium conftruens, per gratiam judi- 
« cum . . . . prsefuraere. de publicis locls neceflarla, et transferre 
« non dubitet/' &c. WiUi equal ascal, but with lefs power, Pe- 
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the prince and fenate the foie cognizance of the 
extreme cafes which might juftify the deftnlc- 
tion of an ancient edifice ; impofed a fine of fifty 
pounds of gold (two thouland pounds fterling,) 
on every magiftrate who fliould prefume to grant 
fuch illegal and fcandalous licence; and threat- 
ened to chaftife the criminal obedience of their 
fubordinate officers, by a fevere whipping, and 
the amputation of both their hands. In the laft 
inftance, the legiflator might feem to forget the 
proportion of guilt and punifliment ; but his zeal 
arole from a generous principle, and Majorian 
was anxious to protect the monuments of thofe 
ages, in which he would have defired and deferyed 
to live. The Emperor conceived, that it was his 
intereft to increafe the number of his fubjedls ; 
that it was his duty to guard the purity of the 
raarriage-bed : but the means which he employed 
to accoraplifii thefe falutary purpofes, are of an 
ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, kind. 
The pious maids, who confecrated their virginity 
to Chrift, w^ere refirained from taking the veil, 
till they had reached their fortieth year. Widows 
under that age were compelled to form a fecond 
alliance within the term of five years, by the for- 
feiture of half their wealth to their nearefi rela- 
tions, or to the ftate. Unequal marriages were 
condemned or annulled. The puniOiment of 
confifcation and exile was deemed fo inadequate 

trarch, in the fourteenth century, repeated the fame complaints (Vie 
de Petrarque, tom.i= p. 336, 3Z7,). If I profccute this Hiftory, I fliall 
not be unmindful of the decline and fall of tlie city of Rome ? an, in- 
terefting objeii, to which my plan was originally confined, 

to. 
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to the guilt of adultery, that if the criminal re- 
turned to Italy, he might, .by the exprefs decla- 
ration of Majorian, be flain with impunity 

While the Emperor Majorian affiduouOy la- 
boured to reltore the liappinefs and virtue of the 
Romans, he encountered the arms of Genleric, 
from his charadler and fituation, their m oft for- 
midable enemy. A fleet of Vandals and Moors 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigdiano: 
but the Imperial troops furprifed and attacked 
the dilbrderly Barbarians, who were encumbered 
with the fpoils of Campania ; they were chafed 
with daughter to their fliips, and their leader, 
the king’s brother-in-law, was found in the num- 
ber of the flain Such vigilance might an- 
nounce the charadler of the new reign; but the 
ftridleft vigilance, and the moll numerous forces, 
were infufficient to protedl the long-extended 
coaft of Ifaly from the depredations of a naval, 
war. The public opinion had impofed a nobler 
and more arduous talk bn the genius of Majo- 
rian. Rome expedled from him alone the refti- 
tiition of Africa; and the defigii which he formed, 
of attacking the Vandals in their ne w fettlements, 
was the reflilt of bold and judicious policy. 
If the intTepid Emperor could have infufed his 
own Ipirit into the youth of Italy; if he could 

44 The Emperor chides the lenity ofRogatian, confuiar of Tuf- 
cany, in a ftyle of acrimoniotis reproof, which founds almoft like 
peribnal refentment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 47.) The law of Majorian, 
which punlflied obftinate \yidows, was foon afterwards repealedby 
his fucceflbr Severus (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 37.}. 

-ts Sidon. Panegyr. Majoriaiu 385—- 440. 
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CHAP, revived' in the held of Mars, the manly 

XXXVI. exercifes in which he had always furpafled hi& 
equals ; be might have marched againfl Genferic 
at the head of a Roman army. Such a reforma- 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the riling generation j but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes wdio iaborioufly fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad- 
vantage, or to avert fome impending danger, 
they are forced to countenance, and even to mul- 
tiply, the moft pernicious abides. Majorian, 
like the weakell of his predeceffors, was reduced 
to the difgraceful expedient of fubftituting Bar- 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
fubjedts : and his fiiperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inftrument, fo apt to 
recoil on the hand that ufed it. Befides the con- 
federates, who were already engaged in the fer- 
vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and 
valour attracted the nations of the Danube, the 
Boryflhenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the braved fubjedls of Attila, the 
Gepidae, the Oftrogoths, the Bugians, the Bur- 
gundians, the Suevi, the Alani, affembled in the 
plains of Liguria; and their formidable llrength 
was balanced by their mutual animofities They 

palTed tli e Alps in a fevere win ten Th e Emperor 
led the way, an foot, and in complete armour ; 

The review of the army, and pafTage of the Alps, contain the 
moft tolerable paflages of the Panegyric (470—- 55 a.). M. de Buat 
(Hift. des Peuples, &c. tom. viii. p, 49 — 55..} is a more fatisfadlory 
commentator, than either Savaron or Sirjhond. 

IS founding. 
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founding, with his long llaff, the depth of the c H A P. 
ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians, 
who complained of the extrennie cold, by the 
cheerful affurance, that they flioiild be fatisfied 
with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to Ihiit their gates : they foon im- 
plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo- 
rian. He vanquiflTied Theodoric in the field j 
and admitted to his friendlliip and alliance, a 
king whom he had found not unworthy of his 
arms. The beneficial, though precarious, re- 
union of the greatefl part of Gaul and Spain, was 
the effect of perfuafion, as well ns of force ^ ; and 
the independent Bagatidm, who had efcaped, or 
refifted, the oppreflion of former reigns, were 
difpofed to confide in the virtues of Majorian, 

His camp was filled with Barbarian allies j his 
throne was fupported by the zeal of an affedlionate 
people ; but the Emperor had forefeen, that it 
was impoffible, without a maritime power, to 
atchieve the conquefl of Africa. In the firft. 

Punic war, the republic had exerted fuch incre- 
dible diligence, that, within fixty days after the 
firft ftroke of the axe had been given in the forefi, 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the fea'*^ Under circiimftances 

'i’ T« oTrKtii, to. ?^oyo^c, is tlie juft ^nd forcible diftindlion 
of Prifcus (Excerpt. Legat. p. 4a.) in a fiiort fragment, which tlirows 
much light on the hiftoty of Majorian. Jornandes has fupprelled 
the defeat and alliance of the Vifigoths, which were Iblemnly pro- 
claimed in Gallicia ; and .are marked in the Chronicle of Idatius. 

Floras, 1. ii. c. z. He aniufes himfelf with the poetical fancy, , 
that the trees had been transformed into &ips; and indeed the 
whole tranlinSlion, as it is related in the firft book of Polybius, 

•deviates too much from the .probable coiirfe of huntan events. 

NS'- raucli 



I So THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, miicli lefs favourable, Majorian equalled the 
XXXVI. fpirit and perfeverance of the ancient Komans. 
The woods of the Apennine were felled; the 
arfenals and manufa6liires of Ravenna and Mife- 
riiim were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the public 
fervice; and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies, with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veffels, was colle6led in 
the fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena 
in Spain The intrepid countenance of Ma- 
jorian animated his troops with a confidence of 
vidtory; and if we might credit the hiftorian 
Procopius, his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the date of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after difguifing the colour of 
his hair, to vifit Carthage, in the chara6ter of 
his own ambaifador: and Genferic was after- 
wards mortified by the difcovery, that he had 
entertained and difmilied the Emperor of the 
Romans. Such an anecdote may be rejected as 
an improbable fiction ; but it is a fidtion which 
would not have been imagined, unlefs in the 
life of a hero 

Interea duplici texis dum littore claflem 
Inferno fuperoque raari, cedit omnis in aquor 

Sylva tibij &c. — 

Sidon. Panegyr. Majorian. 44X—- 461. 
The number of (hips, which Prifcus fixes at 300, is magnified, hy 
an indefinite comparifon with the fleets of Agamemnon, Xerxes, 
and Auguftus. 

Procopius de Bell. Vandal. l.i. c. 2. p. 194. When Genferic , 
conduced his unknown gueft into the arfenal of Carthage, the 
arms claflied of their own accord. Majorian had tinged his yellow 
locks with a black colour. 


Without 
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Without the help of a perfonal interview, C H A P. 
Genferic was fufficiently acquainted with the 
genius and deiigns of his adverfary. He prac- Theiofsof 
tifed his cuftoniary arts of fraud and delay, but 
he pra6tifed them without fuccefs. His applica- 
tions for peace became each hour more fub- 
miffive, and perhaps more fincere ; but the 
inflexible Majorian had adopted the ancient 
maxim, that Rome could not be fafe, as long as 
Carthage exifted in a hoftile Rate. The King 
of the Vandals diftrufted the valour of his native 
fubje6ls, who were enervated by the luxury of 
the South ; he fiifpedled the fidelity of the 
vanquifiied people, who abhorred him as an 
Arian tyrant; and the defperate meafiire, 
which he executed, of reducing Mauritania into 
a defert could not defeat the operations of 
the Roman Emperor, who was at liberty to 
land his troops on any part of the African coaft. 

But Genferic was faved from impending and 
inevitable ruin by the treachery of fome power- 
ful fubjedts ; envious, or apprehenflve, of their 
mailer’s fuccefs. Guided by their Tecret intel- 
ligence, be furprifed the unguarded fleet in 

51 .—Spolilfque potitus 

Immenfis, robur luxu jam perdidit omne. 

Quo valuit dum pauper erat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 

He afterwards applies to Genferic, unjuftly as it Ihould feem, the ^'^es 
of his fubjefls. 

He burnt the villages and poifoned Uie fprings (Prifcus, p. 4a.). 

Dubos (Hill. Critique, tom. i. p. 475.) obferves, that the magazines 
w'hich the Moors buried in the earth, might eicape his dellruiSlive 
fearch. Two or three hundred pits are fometimes dug in the fame 
place ; and each pit contains at leaft four hundred bulhels of corn, 

Shaw’s Travels, p. 139. 

N 3 
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c H A p. tile bay of Cartliageiia : many of the fliips were 
funhj or taken, or burnt; and the prepara- 
tions of three years Were deftroyed in a tingle 
day -'^^ After this event, the behaviour of the 
two antagonifts tlievved them fuperior to their 
fortune. The Vandal, intlead of being elated by 
this accidental victory, immediately renewed his 
tblicitatioiis for peace. The Emperor of the 
Weft, who was capable of forming great de- 
ftgns, and of fupporting heavy difappointments, 
confented to a treaty, Or rather to a fufpentioh 
of arms ; in the full atfurance that, before he 
could reftore his navy, he tliould be fupplied 
W’ith provocations to juftify a fecond War. Ma- 
jorian returned to Italy, to profecute his labours 
for the public happinefs ; and, as he was con- 
fcioLTS of his own integrity, he might long 
remain ignorant of the dark confpiracy which 
threatened Iiis throne and his life. The recent 
misfortune of Carthagena fullied the glory 
which had dazzled the eyes of the multitude : 
alnioft every defcription of civil and military 
oificers were exafperated againft the Reformer, 
ftnce they all derived fome advantage from the 
abufes which he endeavoured to fupprefs ; and 
the patrician Ricimer impelled the ancon ftant 
paftions of the Barbarians againft a prince whom 
he efteemed and hated. The virtues of Ma» 
jorian could not prote<R him from the impe« 
tuous fedition, which broke out in the camp 

Idadusj, who was fafe in Galllcia from the power of Ricimer, 
boldly and honeftly declares, Vandali per proditores adraoniti, &c. hc' 
(dijrembles, however, the name of tlie traitor. 


near 
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■near Tortonaj at the foot of the Alps. He was c H AP. 
compelled to abdicate the Imperial purple : five 
days after bis abdication, it was reported that 
lie died of a .dyfeiiteiy ; and the humble His death, 
tomb, which covered his remains, was confe- 
crated by the refpe6t and gratitude of fiic- 
ceeding generations The private charadler 
of Majoriaii infpired love and refpedl. Mali- 
cious calumny and fatire excited his indignation, 
or, if he himfelf were the obje^, his contempt : 
but he protedled the freedom of wit, and, in 
the hours which the Emperor gave to the 
familiar fociety of his friends, he could indulge 
his tafte for pleafantry, without degrading the 
majefty of his rank 

It was not perhaps without feme regret, that Ridmer 
Ricimer facrificed bis friend to the intereft of his 
ambition : but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to name of 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior . virtue 
and merit. At his command, the obfequious 461—467. 


Procop. de Beil. Vandal. I. i. c. 8. p.l94* The teftixnony of 
Idatius is fair and impartial j “ Majorianum de Galliis Romam re- 
“ deuntem, et Romano imperio Vel nomini res neceflarias ordinantem ; 
“ Richimer livore percitus, et in-vidorum confilio fultus, fraude in- 
tprficit circumventurn.” Some read Suevontm, and I am un- 
wlling to efface either of the words, as tliey exprefs the different ac- 
complices who united in the confpiracy againft Majorian. 

See the Epigrams of Ennodius, cxxxv. Inter Sirmond Opera, 
tom, i. p.1903. It is flat and obfeure; but Ennodius was made Bifhop 
of Pavia fifty years after the death of Majorian, and his praife delerves 
credit and regard. 

Sidonius gives a tedious account ( 1 . i, eplft. xi. p. 15 — 31.) of a 
flipper at Arles, to which he was invited by Majorian, a fbort time 
before his deatli. He had no intention of praifing a deceafed Empe- 
ror ; but a cafual difinterefted remark, « Subrifit Auguftus ; ut erat, 
« audlorltate fervata, cum fe coramunjohi dediflet, joci plenus,” out- 
weighs the fix hundred lines of his venal panegyric. 
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fenate of Rome beftowed the Imperial title 011 
Libius Severus, who afceoded the throne of 
the Weft without emerging from the obfcurity 
of a private condition. Hiftory has fcarcely 
deigned to notice his birth, his elevation, his 
character, or his death. Severus expired, as 
foon as his life became inconvenient to his 
patron” ; and it would be ufelefs to diferimi- 
nate his nominal reign in the vacant intervalof fix 
years, between the death of Majorian, and the 
elevation of Anthemius. During that period, 
the government was in the hands of Pticimer 
alone ; and although the modeft Barbarian 
difclaimed the name of King, he accumulated 
treafures, formed a feparate army, negotiated 
private alliances, and ruled Italy with the fame 
independent and defpotic authority, which 
Tv’as aftenvards exercifed by Odoacer and Theo- 
doric. But his dominions were bounded by 
the Alps ; and two Roman generals. Marcel- 
linns and AEgidius, maintained their allegiance 
to the republic, by rejedling, with difdain, the 
phantom which he ftyled an emperor. Mar- 
cellinus ftill adhered to the old religion ; and 
the devout Pagans, who fecretly difobeyed 
the laws of the church and ftate, applauded 
his profound {kill in the fcience of divina- 
tion. But he polfeffed the more valuable 

Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 317.) difinllTes him to heaven. 

Auxerat Auguftus nature lege Severus 

Divorum numerum. — — — 

And an old lift of the emperoi-s, compofed about the time of Juftinian, 
praifes his piety, and fixes his refidence at Rome (Sirmond Not. ad 
Sidon. p. Ill, iia. 
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(]ualifications of learning, virtue, and courage ; c H A P, 
the ftudy of the Latin literature had improved 
his tafte j and his military talents had recom- 
mended him to the efteem and confidence of the 
great ^tiiis, in whofe ruin he was involved. By 
a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly aflerted his liberty 
amidft the convulfions of the Weftern empire. 

His voluntary, or reluctant, fabmiflion, to the 
authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the 
government of Sicily, and the command of an 
army, ftationed in that ifland to oppofe, or to 
attack, the Vandals; but his Barbarian merce- 
naries, after the Emperor’s death, were tempted 
to revolt by the artful liberality of Ricimer. 

At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, afiTumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fecured the love of his fubje6ls by a mild 
and equitable reign, built a fleet, which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa^®. 
A^gidiiis, the mafter-general of Gaul, who and of 
equalled, or at leaft who imitated, the heroes 
of ancient Home®®, proclaimed his immortal 

relent- 

Tlllemont, who is always fcandalized by the virtues of Infidels, 
attributes this advantageous portrait of Marcellinus (which Suidas has 
prelbn^ed) to the partial zeal of feme Pagan hiiiorian (Hift. des Em- 
perem-s, tom. vi. p. 330.)* 

Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 6. p. 191. In various circuin;- 
ftances of the Life of Marcellinus, it is not eafy to reconcile the Greek 
hiftmian with the Latin Chronicle of the times. 

I muft apply to iEgidius the prailes which Sidonlus (Panegyr. 

Majorian. 553.) bellows on a namelefs mafter-general, who com- 
manded 
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CHAP, refentment againft the affaffins of Iiis beloved 
XXXVI. mafter. A brave and numerous army was at- 
tacbed to his ftandard ; and, though he was pre- 
vented by the arts of Riciiner, and the arms of 
the Vifigoths, from marching to the gates of 
Rome, he maintained his independent fove- 
reignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name 
of AEgidius refjpedfcable both in peace and war. 
The Franks, who had puniflied with exile the 
youthful follies of Childeric, elected the Roman 
general for their King ; his vanity, rather than 
his ambition, was gratified by that fingular ho- 
nour j and when the nation, at the end of four 
years, repented of the injury which they had 
offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince. 
The authority of iEgidius ended only with his 
life; and the fufpicions of poifon and fecret vio- 
lence, which derived fome countenance from the 
character of Ricimer, were eagerly entertained 
by the paffionate credulity of the Gauls®'. 

Naval war The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
of the Weftern empire was gradually reduced, was 

Vandals, ^ ? 


361—467. "landed the rear-guard of Majorian. Idatius, from public repoit, 
commends his Chriftian piety ; and Prifcus mentions (p. 4a.) his mi- 
. litary virtues. 

** Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. nt. in tom. ii. p, 168. ‘ The Pere Daniel, 
whofe ideas were fuperficial and modem, has ftarted fome objedtions 
apinft the ftory of Childeric (HIft. de France, tom.i. Preface Hifto- 
rique, p.lxxviii. &c.): but they have been fairly fatisfied by Dubos 
(Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 460 — 510.), and by two authors who dis- 
puted the prize of the Academy of Sbiflhns (p. 131 — 177. 310 — 339.). 
With regard to the term of Childeric’s exile, it is neceftaiy eitlier to 
prolong the life of ^gidius beyond the date affigned by the Chronicle 
of Idatius; or to corred the text of Gregory, by reading quarto anno, 
inftead of oBavo. 

affli 61 ;ed, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


187 

afSi^ledj under the reign of Ricimer, by the C H A K 
incefiant depredations of the Vandal pirates 
In the fpring of each year they equipped a for- 
midable navy in the port of Carthage j and Gen- 
feric himfelf, though in a veiy advanced age, Rill 
commanded in perfon the moft important expe- 
ditions. His defigns were concealed with im- 
penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he 
hoifted fail. When he was alked by his pilot, 
what coiirfe he fliould Reer 5 Leave the deter- 
‘‘ mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
with pious arrogance) ; tkejj will tranfport us 
“ to the guilty coaft, whofe inhabitants have 
provoked the divine juftice but if Genferic 
himfelf deigned to iffue more precife orders, he 
judged the moll wealthy to be the moft criminal. 

The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of 
Spain, Liguria, Tufcany, Campania, Lucania, 
Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, 

Epirus, Greece, and Sicily : they were tempted 
to fiibdiie the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage- 
oiifly placed in the centre of the Mediterranean 5 

The naval war of Genferic is deicribed by Prifcus (Excerpta Le- 
gation. p. 4a.), Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 5. p. 189, 190. and 
c. 2z- p. 2a8.)} Vidtor Vitenfis (de Perfecnt. Vandal. 1 . i. c. if., and 
Ruinart, p. 467 — 481*)’ panegjTics of Sidonius, whofe 

chronological order is abfurdly tranfpofed in the editions both of Sava- 
ron and Sirmond. (Avit. Caiin. vii. 441 — 45 1* Majorian, Carm. v. 

3»7~350* 385 — 440* Anthem. Carm. ii. 348 — 386.). In one 
paffage the poet feems infpired by his fubjedl, and exprefles a ftrong 
idea, by a lively image: 

— — Hinc Vandalus hoftis 
Urget ; et in noftrum numerosa dalle quotannis 
MUitat excidium ; converfoque ordine Pati 
Torrida Caucafeos infert railii Byrfa furores. 

and 
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G H A p. and their arms fpread defolation, or terror, from 
the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoil 
than of glory, they feldom attacked any fortified 
cities, or engaged any regular trOops in the open 
field. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time, to threaten and 
to attack the molt diftant objects, which at- 
tra6ted their defires; and as they always em- 
barked a fufiicient number of horfes, they had no 
fooner landed, than they fwept the difmayed 
country with a body of light cavalry. Yet, not- 
withftanding the example of their King, the 
native Vandals and Alani infenfibly declined this 
foilfome and perilous warfare ; the hardy gene- 
ration of the firfl conquerors was almoft extin- 
guiflied, and their fons, who were born in 
Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths and gardens 
which had been acquired by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place w'as readily fupplied by a 
various multitude of Moor^ and Romans, of 
captives and outlaws; and thofe defperate 
wretches, who had already violated the laws of 
their country, were the moll eager to promote 
the atrocious a6ts which difgrace the vidfcories 
of Genferic. In the treatment of his unhappy 
prifoners, he fometimes confulted his avarice, 
and foraetimes indulged his cruelty; and the 
Eiaffacre of five hundred noble citizens of Zant 
or Zacynthus, whofe mangled bodies he call into 
the Ionian fea, was imputed, by the public in- 
dignation, to his lateR poflerity. 


Such 
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Sucli crimes could not be excufed by any pro- c h a p. 
vocations ; but the war, which the King of the 
Vandals profecuted againfl the Roman empire, Negock- 
wasjuftified by a fpecious and reafonable motive. 

The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he empire, ^ 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the A.D.463, 
foie heirefs of the Theodolian hoiife ; her elder 
daughter, Eadocia, became the reludlant wife of , 

H tin n eric, his elded fon ; and the dern father, 
aflerting a legal claim, which could not eafiiy be 
refuted or fatisded, demanded a jud proportion 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
lead a valuable, compenlation, was offered by 
the Eadern emperor, to purchale a neceffary 
peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla- 
cidia, ’were honourably redored, and the fury of 
the Vandals was confined to the limits of the 
Wedern empire. Tile Italians, deditute of a 
naval force, which alone was capable of protect- 
ing their coads, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the Ead ; who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupreinacy 
of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two 
empires had alienated their intered and their 
inclinations 5 the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged ; and the Wedern Romans, indead of 
arms and fliips, could only obtain the affidance 
of a cold and in effectual mediation, Thehaughty 
Ricimer, wdio had long druggled with the diffi- 
culties of his fitiiation, was at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Condaiitinople, in the 
humble language of a fiibjeCt; and Italy fub- 

mitted. 
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c HAP. mitted, as the piice and fecurity of the alliance, 
XXXVI. tQ accept a mafter from the choice of the Emperor 
’ of the Ea^t®^ It is not the purpofe of the pre- 
feiit chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to 
continue the diftin^ feries of the Byzantine hif- 
tory ; but’ a concife view of the reign and cha- 
racter of the Emperor Leo, may explain the lall 
efforts that were atttempted to fave the falling 
empire of the Well®'*, 

Leo, Era- Since the death of the younger Theodofi us, th e 
peror of domcftic rcpofeof Conftantinople had never been 
interrupted by war or faCtion. Fulcheria had 
451—474. bellowed her hand, and the fceptre of the Eall, 
on the modeft virtue of Marciaii : he gratefully 
reverenced her augull rank and virgin challity 5 
and, after her death, he gave his people the ex- 
ample of the religious worfliip, that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial faint^'h Attentive 


The poet hirafelf Is compelled to acknowledge the diftrefs of 
Ricimer: 

Prajterea Invidtus Ricimer, quern ptiblica fata 
Refpiciuht, proprio folus ylx Marte repellit 
Piratam per rura vagum 

Italy addrefles her complaint to the Tyher, and Rome, at the foil- 
citation of the river god, ti-anfports herfelf to Conftantinople, re- 
noxinces her ancient claims, and Implores the friendlhip of Aurora, 
the goddefs of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery, which the ge- 
nius of Claudian had ufeAand abufed, is the conftant and mlferable 
refource of the mufe of Sidonius; 

The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Zeno, 
are reduced to fome Imperfedl fragments, whofe deficiencies muft be 
fupplied from the more recent compilations of Theophanes, Zonaras, 
and Cedrenus. 

St.PuIcheria died A.D, 453, four years before her nominal 
hufband and her feftival is celebrated on the loth of September 
by the modern Greeks : Ihe bequeathed an immenfe patrimony to 
pious, or at, leaft to ecclefiaftical, ufes. See Tillemont, Memoires 
l^cclef. tom.xv. p. j8i — 184. 
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to the profperity of his own dominions, Marciaii C H A P. 
feemed to behold, with indiderence, the roistor- 
tunes of Romej and the obftinate refufal of a 
brave and adlive prince to di’aw his Iword againll 
the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret promife, 
which had formerly been exadled from him when 
he was a captive in the power of Genferic^®. 

The death of Marcian, after a reign of feven 
years, would have expofed the Eaft to the dan- 
ger of a popular election ; if the fiiperior 
weight of a Angle family had not been able to 
incline tlie balance in fovour of the candidate 
wdiofe interefl they fupported. The patrician 
Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head, if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed^b During three generations, the armies 
of the Eaft were fucceffively commanded by his 
father, by himfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius : 
bis Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed the palace and the capital ; and 
the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafures, 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerfuh 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune and the principal 
Reward of his houfehold. His nomination was 
unaniinoully ratified by the fenate j and the fer- 
vant of Afpar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch or bifliop, wlio was, 
permitted to exprefs, by this uniifual ceremony. 

See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 

From this difabillty of Afpar to afcend the throne, it may he 
inferred that the ftain of berefji was perpetual and indelible, while 
that of Bar bari/m difappeared in the fecond genexation. 

the 
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c HAP. the fiiffrage of the Deity This Emperor, the 

of the name of Leo, has been diftinguifliecl 
by the title of the Great ; from a fucceffion of 
princes, who gradually fixed in the opinion of 
the Oreeks a very humble flandard of heroic, or 
at lead of royal, perfection. Yet the temperate 
firmnefs with which Leo refifled the oppreffion of 
his benefactor, fliewed that he was confcious of 
his duty and of his perogative. Afpar was aflO'.- 
niflied to find that his influence could no longer 
appoint a preefeCt of Conftaiitinople : he pre- 
fumed to reproach his fovereign with a breach of 
promife, and infolently lhaking his purple, “ It 
“ is not proper (faid he), that the man who is 
“ invefled with this garment, fliould be guilty 
“ of lying.” “ Nor is it proper (replied Leo), 
“ that a prince fliould be compelled to refign. 
“ his own judgment, and the public intereft, to 
“ the will of a fubjeCt®®.” After this extraor* 
dinary. fcene, it was irapoflible that the reconci- 
liation of the Emperor and the patrician could be 
fincere ; or, at leaft, that it could be folid and 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians was fecretly 
levied, and introduced into Conftantinople ; and 

Theophanes, p. 95. This' appears to be the fn-ft origin of a 
ceremony, which all the Chriftlan princes of the world have fince 
adopted; and from which the clergy have deduced the moll; for- 
midable confequences. 

Cedrenus (p. 345, 346.), w'ho was converfant with the writer? 
of better days, has preferved the remarkable words of Afpar, 
BacnXsi^ tov kvtw irw a oia-i-sv^ea-Bai. 

The power of the Ifaurians agitated the Eaftern empire in the 
two fucceeding reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius ; but it ended in the 
deftru( 5 lion of thofe Barbarians who maintained, their fierce sndepen^ 
dejice about two hundred and thirty years. 

16 
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wlille Leo undermined the authority, and pre- CHAP, 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his 
mild and cautious behaviour reftrained them 
from any rath and defperate attempts, which 
might have been fatal to themfelves, or their 
enemies, the meafures of peace and war were 
affedled by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majetly of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and interetl 
engaged him to favour the caufe of Genferic, 

When Leo had delivered himfelf from that 
ignominious fervitude, he lillened to the com- 
plaints of the Italians j refolved to extirpate the 
tyranny of the Vandals ; and declared his 
alliance witli his colleague, Anthemius, whom 
he fblemnly inveiled with the diadem and pur- 
ple of the Well. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps h’*een Anthe- 
magnified, fince the Imperial defcent, which he 
' could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, the Weft, 
has been fwelled into a line of emperors But 
the merit of his immediate parents, their ho- 
nours, and their riches, rendered Anthemius 
one of the raoft ilkiftrious fubje6ls of the Eafl. 

His father Procopius obtained, after his Per- 
llan embaffy, the rank of general and patri- 
cian ; and the name of **Anthemius was derived 
from his maternal grandfather, the celebrated 

Tali tu civls ab urbe 

Procopio genitore micas ; pt prifca propago 
Aitgiifth 'vQvii.t Vi proavh. 

The poet (Sidon. Panegyr. Anthem. 67----3o6.) then proceeds to relate 
the private life and fortunes of the future Emperor, with wixich he 
Huift have been' very impevfedlly acquainted. 

VOL, VI, o prseffi^;. 
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CHAP, prssfecl;, wlio protected, with fo much ability 
fuccefs, the infant reign of Theodofius, 
The grandfon of the prmfe6l was raifed above 
the condition of a private fubje6t, by his mar« 
riage with Eupheraia, the daughter of the Em» 
peror Bfarcian, This Iplendid alliance, which 
might fuperfede the neceffity of merit, haftened 
the promotion of Anthemius, to the fucceffive 
dignities of count, of mafter-general, of con- 
ful, and of patrician ; and his merit or fortune 
claimed the honours of a victory, which was 
obtained on the banks of the Danube, over the 
tiuns. Without indulging an extravagant am- 
bition, the fon-iii-law of Maroian might hope to 
be Ins fuccelfor j but Anthemius fupported the 
dilappointment with courage and patience f and 
his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap- 
proved by the public, who efleemed him worthy 
to reign, till he afcended the throne^*. The 
Emperor of the Wed marched from Condanth 
nople, attended by feveral counts of high dif 
tindtion, and a body of guards, almod equal to 
the drength and numbers of a regular army : 

A.p.467, he entered Rome in triumph, and the choice of 
Leo was confirmed by the fenate, the people, 
and the Barbarian confederates of Italy The 
folemn inauguration of Anthemius was followed 

Sidonlus difcovers, witli tolerable ingenuityj tliatthis difappolnt- 
merit added new luitre to tlie virtues of Anthemius (2x0, Ac.), who 
declined one fcepti-e, arid relinaantly accepted another (aa, &c.). 

The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the Hate 
(15 — aa.); and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forces which 
attended iris march. 

by 
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by the nuptials of his daughter and the patri- c H A P. 
cian Ricimer ; a fortunate eveiit, which was xx xvn ^ 
confidered as the firnieft fecurity of the union 
and happinefs of the Rate. The wealth of 
two empires was ollentatioufly dilplayed j and 
many fenators completed their ruin, by an ex- 
penfive elfort to difguife their poverty. All 
ferious bufinefs was fufpended during this fef- 
tival 5 the courts of juftice were fhut j the 
ilreets of Rome, the theatres, the places of 
public and private refort, refounded with hyme- 
nreal fongs and dances ; and the royal bride, 
clothed in filken robes, with a crown on her 
head, was condudted to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military drefs for the 
habit of a conful and a fenator. On this ine- 
inorable occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambi- 
tion had been fo fatally blafted, appeared as the 
orator of Auvergne, among the provincial de- 
puties who addrelfed the throne with congratu- 
lations or complaints The calends of January a: D. 46s. 

were now approaching, and the venal poet, who January i. 
had loved Avitus and efteemed Majorian, was 
perfuaded by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic 
veife, the merit, the felicity, the fecond conful- 
fliip, and the future triumphs of the Emperor 
Anthemius. Sidonius pronounced, with aifur- 
ance and fuccefs, a panegyric which is Rill 
extant ; and whatever might be the imperfec- 
tions, either of the fubje^l or of the compofition, 

7+ Interyeni autem nuptlis Patricu Ricimeris, cui filia perennis Au- 
gufti in fpem publicse fecuritaris copulabatur. The journey of Sido- 
nius from Lyons, and the feftival of Rome, are deferibed with feme 
fpirit. L. i. epili,5. p.9 — 13. Epift. 9. p. 

o a the 
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c H A P. tke wdcome flatterer was immediately rewarded 
with the prmfedliire of Rome ; a dignity which 
placed him among the illuflrious perfonages 
of the empire, till he wifely preferred the 
more relpedlable charadler of a bifliop and a 
faint 

The fefti- The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
Lup°rci.^ and catholic faith of the Emperor whom they 
Jia. gave to the Weft ; nor do they forget to ob- 
ierve, that when he left Conftantinople, he 
converted his palace into the pious foundation 
of a public bath, a church, and an hofpital 
for old men Yet fome fufpicious appear- 
ances are found to fully the theological fame 
of Anthemius. From the converfation of 
Philotheus, a Macedonian fectary, he had im- 
bibed the fpirit of religious toleration ; and the 
Heretics of Rome would have alTembled with 
impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which Pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un- 
popular indulgence Even the Pagans, afeeble 
and obfciire remnant, conceived ibme vain hopes 

from 

Sidonlus ( 1 . 1 , epift. 9. p. ajj 3 i 4 *) very fairly ftatee his motive^ 
his labour, and his reward. « Hie ipfe Panegyricus, fi n,on judicium, 
certe eventum, boni operis, accepit.” He was made Bifliop of Cler- 
Snontj A. D. 471. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 750. 

7 '’ The palace of Anthemiug flood on the banks of the Propontis. 
In the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-in-law of the Emperor Theo- 
philus, obtained permiflion to purchafe the ground ; and ended his 
days in a raonafteiy -which he founded on that delightful fpot. Du- 
cange, Conftantinopolis Chriftiana, p. 117, 15 a. 

■ Papa Hilarus . . . apud beatum Petrum Apoftolum, palam ne 
di iieret clar 4 voee conftrijixitj in tanUiw «£ noa ea facienda cum 
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from tlie indifference, or partiality, of Antlie- c h ap. 
mins; and his fingular friend fliip for the phi- ^xxvi- 
iofopher Severus, whom he promoted to the 
confulfhip, was afcribed to a fecret proje6t of 
reviving the ancient worfliip of the gods^®. Thefe 
idols were crumbled into diift : and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations, 
was fo univerfally difbelieved, that it might be 
employed without fcandal, or at leafl, without 
fufpicion, by Chriftian poets Yet the vefliges 
of fuperflition were not abfolutely obliterated, 
and the feftival of the Lupercalia, wliofe origin 
had preceded the foundation of Rome, was Itili 
celebrated under the reign of Anthemius. The 
favage and fimple rites were expreffive of an 
early Rate of fociety before the invention of arts 
and agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided 
over the toils and pleafures of the pafloral life. 

Pan, Faunus, and their train of llityrs, w^ere fuch 
as the fancy of fliepherds might create, fportive, 
petulant, and lafcivious; whofe power was li- 
initted, and whole malice was inodenfive. A 

iuterpofitionfe jxiramenti Idem promitteret Imperator. Gelafuss 
Epiftol. ad Andronicum, apud Baron. A. D- 467. N' 3. The car- 
dinal obferves, with forae complacency, that it was much ealier to 
plant herefies at Conftantinople than at Rome. 

. Damafcius, In the life of the philofopher Ifidore, apud Photium, 
p. 1049* Damafcius, who lived under Juftinian, compofed aitother 
work, confifting of 570 practernatural ftories of fouls, demons, appa- 
ritions, the dotage of Platonic Paganifm. 

In the poetical works of Sidonius, which he afterwards con- 
demned (1. ix. epift. 16. p. *85.) the fabulous deities are the principal 
adtors. If Jerom was fcourged by the angels for only reading Virgil; 
the Bifhop of Clermont, for fuch a vile imitation, deferved an addi- 
tional whipping from the Mufes. 

03 
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C K A F. goat was the oftering the befl adapted to their 

^ charadler and attributes ; the flefh of the vi6liro 

was roafted on willow fpits 5 and the riotous 
youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 
about the fields, with leather thongs in their 
hands, communicating, as it was fuppofed, the 
bleffing of fecundity to the women whom 
they touched The altar of Pan was ere6led, 
perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark re- 
cefs in the fide of the Palatine-hill, watered by 
a perpetual fountain, and fliaded by an hanging 
grove. A tradition, that, in the fame place, 
Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf,, 
rendered it fiill more facred and venerable in the 
eyes of the Romans ; and this fylvan fpot was 
gradually furrounded by the flately edifices of the 
Eorum^h After the converfion of the Imperial 
city, the Chriftians Hill continued, in the month 
of February, the annual celebration of the Lu- 
percalia ; to which they afcribed a, fecret and 
myllerioiis influence on the genial powers of the 
animal and vegetable world. The Bifliops of 
Rome %vere felicitous to abolifli a profane cul- 
tom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 
but their zeal was not fupported by the authority 
of the civil magiftrate : the inveterate abide fub- 

Ovid (Faft. 1. n. ,a67— 45a.)has given an amuling defeription of 
the follies of antiquity, which ftill infpired fo much refpecl:, that a 
grave magiftrate, running naked through the ftreets, was not an 
obje< 5 l of aftonilhraent or laughter. 

”* See Dionyf. Halicarn. 1. i. p. 25. 65. edit. Hudfon. The Ro- 
man Antiquaries, Donatus (l.ii. c.i8. p. 173, 174.), and Nardim 
(p- 386, 387.), haye laboured to afeertaia the true fituation of the 
Lupercsl. 


filled 
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lifted till the end of the fifth century, and Pope g H A P. 
Gelafius, who purified the capital from the laft xxxvi 
ftaiii of idolatry, appeafed, by a formal apology, 
the murmurs of the fenate and people 

In all his public declarations, the Emperor prepara- 
Leo afilimes the authority, and profefies the af- 
fedlion, of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with vandaisof 
whom he had divided the adminiftration of the 
univerfe®h The fituation, and perhaps the cha* 
radler, of Leo, diffuaded him from- expofing his 
perfon to the toils and dangers of an African 
war. But the powers of the Eaftern empire 
were ftrenuoufly exerted to deliver Italy and 
the Mediterranean from the Vandals ; and Gen- 
feric, who had fo long opprefied botlr the land 
and fea, was threatened from every fide with a 
formidable in vafion. The campaign was open ed 
by a bold and fucGefsfiil enterprife of the prmfe^t 
Heraclius®h The troops of Egypt, Thebais, 

Baronms publiflied, from the MSS. of the Vatican, this epilile of- 
Pope Gelafius (A. D. 496. N''' a8 — 45*) which is entitled Adverfus 
Andromachum Senatorem, csterofque Romanos, qui Lupercalia fe» 
cundum morem priftinum colenda conftituebant. Gelafius always 
fuppofes tliat his adverfaries are nominal Chrlftians, and that he may 
not yield to them iu abfurd prejudice, he imputes to diis harmlefs 
fellival, all the calamities of the age. 

Itaque nos quibus totius mundi regimen commifit fuperna pro- 
vifio . ... Pius et triumphator Temper Auguftus films nofter An- ' 

themius, licet Divina Majellas et noftra creatio pietati ejus plenam 

Imperii commiferit poteftatem, &c Such is the dignified ftyle 

of Leo, whom Anthemius refpedlfuUy names, Dominus et Pater meus 
Princeps facratiffimus Leo. See NovelI.Anthera. tit.il. iih p. 38. ad 
ealcem. Cod* Theod. ■ 

® ' The expedition of Heracliiis is clouded with difficulties (Tllle- 
mont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom,vi. p. 640.), and it requires fome 
dexterity to ufe the circumftances afforded by Theoplianes, without 
injury to the more refpediable evidence of Procopius* 

o 4 ami 
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c H A P. and Libya, were embarked under bis command ^ 
XXXVI. ^ and tlie Arabs, with a train of horfes and 
camels, opened the roads of the defert. Hera- 
clius landed on tlie coaft of Tripoli, furprifed 
and fubdiied the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed®^, to join the Imperial army 
under the walls of Carthage. The intelligence 
of this lols extorted from Genferic feme infh 
dioiis and ineffe6tual propolitions of peace: but 
he was flill more ferioiifly alarmed by the recon- 
ciliation of Marcellinus with the two empires* 
The independent patrician had been perfnaded 
to acknowledge the legitimate title of Anthe- 
mius, whom he accompanied in his journey to 
Rome ; the Dalmatian fleet was received into 
the harbours of Italy; the active valour of Mar- 
cellinus expelled the Vandals from the ifland of 
Sardinia; and the languid efforts of the |Weft 
added fome weight to the immenfe preparations 
of the Eaftern Romans. The expeiice of the 
naval armament, which Leo fent againft the 
Vandals, has been diftinclly afeertained ; and 
the curious and inftnidlive account difplays the 
wealth of the declining empire. The royal de- 
inefnes, or private patrimony of the prince, fup- 
plied feventeen thoufaiid pounds of gold ; forty- 

The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyrene, 
was much longer than that , of Heraclius from Tripoli. He pafied the 
deep Cindy defert in thirty days, and it was found neceflary to pro- 
vide, befides the ordinary fupplies, a great number of Cclns filled with 
water, and feveral Pfylli, who were fuppofed to poffefs the art of 
fucking the wounds which had been made by the ferpents of their 
native country. See Plutarch in Caton. Uticens, toni.iv. p.275. 
Strabon. Geograph, I. xvii. p. 
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ieven tlioiifand pounds of gold, and feven liinl- c H A P. 
dred tlioufaud of filver, were levied and paid into xxxvi.^ 
the treaiiu'y by the Praetorian praefetSls. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty j and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a 
valuable objedt of the revenue, does not fuggeil 
the idea of a juft, or merciful, adminiftration. 

The v.'hole expence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
thefumof onehundredandthirtythoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fteiiing, at atimewhen the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the prefent 
age^^ The fleet that failed from Conftantinople 
to Carthage, confifted of eleven hundred and 
thirteen fliips, and the number of foldiers and 
mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men* 
Balilifcus, the brother of the Eraprefs Vorina, was 
entriifted with this important command. His 
After, the wife of Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
ofhis former exploits againft the Scythians. But 
the difcovery of his guilt or incapacity, vras re- 
ferved for the African war 5 and his friends could 
only fiive his military reputation, by aflerting, 
that he had confpired with Alpar to Ijpare Gen- 

^ Tiie prfiiclpal fum is clearly exprelled by Procopius (de Bell. 

Vandal. 1 . i. c. 6. p. 191.); the fmaller conftituent parts, which 
Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. vi. p..^; 9 6-) has laborioufly 
collefled from the Byzantine -writers, are lei’s certain, and lefs im- 
portant. The hiftorian Malchus laments the public mifery (Ex- 
cerpt. ex Sulda in Corp. Hift. Byzant. p. j8.); but he is furely 
nnjuft, when he charges Leo with hoarding the treasures which he 
extorted from the people. 

feric, 
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CHAP, fericj and to betray the lad hope of the Wefferm 
XXXVI. empire. 

Experience has fliewn, that the fiiccefs of an; 
the expe- invader moll commonly depends on the vigour 
ditioii, and celerity of his operations. The ftrength and 
lliarpnefs of the fil'd impreffion are blunted by de- 
lay ; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly 
languid! in a didant climate 5 the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never berepeated, is filently confumed and every 
hour that is waded in negociation, accudoms the 
enemy to contemplate and examine thofe liodile 
terrors, which, on their fird appearance, he deem ed 
irrelidible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bolphorus to the coad of Africa. He landed 
his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontary of 
Mercury, about forty miles from Carthage 
The army of Heraclius, and the fieet of Marcel- 
linus, either joined orfeconded the Imperial lieu- 
tenant ; and the Vandals, who oppofed his pro- 
grefs by fea or land, were fucceffively van- 
quidied®®. If Bafilifcus had feized the moment 
of condernatioii, and boldly advanced to the 
capital, Carthage mud have furrendered, and the 

This promontory is forty miles from Carthage (Procop. 1 . i. 
C.6. p. 19a.) and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shaw’s Travels, 
p. 89.). Scipio landed farther in the bay, at the fair promontory j 
fee the animated delcription of Livy, xxix. »6, 27. 

Theophanes (p. 100.) affirms that many fliips of the Vandals 
were funk. The affertion of Jomandes (de fucceffione Regu.), 
that Bafilifcus attacked Carthage, rauft_ be underftood in a veiy 
qualified fenfe. , 
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kingdom of the Vandals was extinguiflied. Gen- c H A F 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded xxxtn. 
it with his veteran dexterity. He protefted, in 
the moil refpedlful language, that he was ready to 
fubmit his perfon, and his dominions, to the will 
of the Emperor ; but he requefted a truce of five 
days to regulate the terms of his fubmiffion; and 
it was uni verfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego- 
ciation. Inilead of obftinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneilly folicited, the 
guilty, or the credulous, Bafilifcus confented to 
the fatal truce *, and his imprudentfecurity feemed 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelf as 
the conqueror of Africa. During this ilrort inter- 
val, the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largeft fliips of war 
withthebraveftofthe Moors and Vandals 5 and 
they towed after them many large barks, filled 
with combuftible materials. In the obfcurity of 
the night, thefe deflrudlive veffels were impelled 
againft the unguarded and unfufpedling fleet of 
the Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of 
their infiant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order afiilled the progrefs of the fire, 'which was 
communicated with rapidand irrefiflible violence 5 
and the noife of the wind, the crackling of the 
flames, the diffonant cries of the foldiers and ma- 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror' of the nocturnal tunmit. 

Whilft they laboured to extricate themfelves from 
the fire-fliips, and to fave at leaft a part of the 
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CHAP, navy, the gallies of Genferic affiiulted them with 
temperate and difciplined valour j and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames. 
Were deftroyedor taken by the vidtorious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrous night, the 
heroic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one 
of the priticipal officers of Bafilifcus, has refcued 
his name from oblivion. When the fhip, whicli 
he had bravely defended, was almofl confuined, 
he threw himfelf in his armour into the Tea, dif- 
dainfully rejedted the efleem and pity of Genfo, 
the fon of Genferic; who preffed him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves; 
exclaimingj with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious 
dogs. Adtuatedbyafardifferentfp hit, Bafilifcus, 
whofe fiation was the moft remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, returned to Conftantinople with thelofs of 
more than half of hisfleet and army, and flieltered 
his guilty head in the fandluary of St. Sophia, till 
his filler, by her tears and intreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant Emperor. Hera- 
clius efiedled his retreat through the defert; Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, wherehe was aflafiinated, 
perhaps at the infligation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains ; and the King of the Vandals 
exprefled his furprife andfiitisfadlion, that the Ro- 
mans therafelves Ihould remove from the world 
his mofi formidable antagonifls'^ After the 

Daraafcius In Vlt. Ifidor. apud Phot. p. 1048. It •will appear, 
fey comparing the three fhort chronicles of the times, that Marcellin'ua 
had fouglU near Carthage, and was killed in Sicily. 
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failure of this great expedition, Genferic again CHA?. 
became the tyrant of the fea; the coalls of Italy, 

Greece, and Alia, were again expofed to his re- 
venge and avarice ; Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
to his obedience ; he added Sicilj to the number 
of his provinces j and, before he died, in the ful- A,D. 477. 
nets of years and of glory, he beheld the final 
extinction of the empire of the Well’°. 

During his long and a6tive reign, the African Conquefts 
monarch had lludioully cultivated the friendlliip T*" 
of the Barbarians of Europe, whofe arms he might Spain and 
employ in a feafonable and effectual diverlion 
againll the two empires. After the death of At- 46^-l-4'73. 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul j and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who 
fucceflively reigned over thatwarlike nation,wmre 
eafily perfuaded, by the fenfe of interell, to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic hadinflidled on 
th eir filler ® The death of the Emperor Maj 0- 
rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour j he violated 
bis recent treaty with the Romans; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 

’’ For the African war, fe? Procopius (de B«U. Vandal. 1 . 1 , c. 6, 
p. 191, 193, X93.), Theophanes (p. 99, too, lox.), Cedrenus (p. 349^ 

35o.)j and Zonaras, (tom. ii. 1 . xiv. p. 50, 51.). Montefquieu 
(Confiderations fur la Grandeur, See. c. xx, tom. iii. p.497.) ha? 
made a judicious obfervation. on the failure of thefe great naval 
^armaments. 

®' Jornandes is our beft guide through the reigns of Theodoric II. 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, 0.44,45,46,47* P> ^75 — 681, )• 

Idatius ends too foon, and Ifidore is too fparing of the information 
■which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events 
that relate to Gaul are laborioufly illujftrated in the third book of 
the Abbe. Dubos, Hift. Critique, tom. i. p. 4*4 — 6ao.. 
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c H AP. liis dominions, became the immediate reward of 
^XXXVL^ perfltjy. The felfifli policy of Ricimer en- 
couraged him to invade the provinces which were 
in the poffeffion of J^gidius, his rival; but the 
active Count, by the defence of Arles, and the 
vi6tory of Orleans, faved Gaul, and checked, 
during his life-time, the progrefsofthe Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was foon re-kindled ; and the de- 
fign of extinguifliing the Roman empire in Spain 
and Gaul, was conceived, and almoft completed, 
in the reign of Euric, who affaflinated his brother 
Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abilities both in peace and war. 
He palled the Pyrenees at the bead of a numerous, 
army, fubdued the cities of Saragolfa and Pampe- 
luna, vaiiquillied in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his victorious 
arms into the heart of Lulitania, and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain The efforts of 
Euric were notlefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in 
Gaul ; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or 
diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their mailer In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf- 
tained, with inflexible refolution, the miferies of 

See Mariana, Hift. Hifpan. tom.i. I.v. c. 5. p. 163. 

An imperfeA, but original, picture of Gaul, more efpeciailjr 
of Auvergne, is fhewn by Sidonius ; who, as a fenator, and after- 
wards as a biihop, was deeply interefted in the fate of his coxmtry. 
See I. V. epift, i. 5. 9, &c. 

war. 
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■war, peftileiice, and famine ; and the Viligotlis, c H A P. 
relinquifliing the fmitlefs liege, fufpended the 
hopes of that important conqiiell. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic, and 
almoft incredible, valour of Ecdicius, the fon of 
the Emperor Avitus^'^, who made a defperate lally 
with only eighteen horfeinen, boldly attacked 
the Gothic army, and, alter maintaining a flying 
ikirmifli, retired fafe and vidlorious within the 
walls of Clermont. His charity was equal to his 
courage : in a time of extreme fcarcityj four thoii- 
fand poor were fed at his expence j and his private 
influence levied an army of Burgundians for the 
deli veran ce of Auvergne. From Ms virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fucli virtues were 
infufficient to avert the impending ruin of their 
country, fince they were anxious to learn from his 
authority and example, whether they flioiild pre- 
fer the alternative of exile, or fervitude The 
public confidence was loll j the refources of the 
Hate were exhaufted 5 and the Gauls had too much 
reafon to believe, that Anthemius, who reigned 
in Italy, was incapable of protedting his diflreffed 
fubjedls beyond the Alps. The feeble Emperor 
could only procure for their defence thedervice 

^ SIdonius, l.lil. epift. 3. p- 65 — 68. Greg. Tumn. I. it c. 24. 
in tom. ii. p. 174. Jornandes, c.45. p. 675. PerJiaps Ecdicius 
was only the ibn-in-law of Avitus, his wife’s fon by another huf- 
hand. 

Si millse a republlca. vires, nulla prsefidia, fi nullce, quantum 
rumor eft, Anthemix principis opes, ftatuit, te audtore, nobllitas feu 
patriam dimittere feu capiUos (Sidon. 1 . ii. epM. i. p. 33.). lEe 
laft words (Sirmond. Not. p- 25.) may likewife denote the clerical 
ionfure, which was indeed the choice of Sidonius himfelf. 
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c H A P. of twelve thoufand Eritifti auxiliaries. Riotlia- 
itius, one of the independent kings, or chief- 
tains, of the ifland, was perfuaded to tranfport 
his troops to the continent of Gaul; he failed 
up the Loire, and eflablifhed his quarters in 
Berry, where the people complained of thefe 
oppreffive allies, till they were deflroyed, or dif- 
perfed, by the arms of the Viiigoths'^®. 

Trial of One of the laft adts of jurifdiction, which the 
a^d^ 468 fenate exercifed over their fubjedls of 

Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvaii- 
dus, the Prastorian prsefedt. Sidonius, who re- 
joices that he lived under a reign in which he 
might pity and aflift a Hate-criminal, has ex- 
preffed with tendernefs and freedom, the faults 
of his indifcreet and unfortunate friend^’L From 
the perils, which he had efcaped, Arvandus im- 
bibed confidence rather than wifdom; and fuch 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence of 
his behaviour, that his prolperity mull appear 
much more furprifing than his downfal. The 
fecond prmfedtnre, which he obtained within the 
term of five years, aboiiflied the merit and popu- 
larity of his preceding adminiftration. His eaiy 

The hiliory of thefe Britons may be traced in Jornandes 
{c,45. p. 678.), Sidonius (i.iii. epifl;oL9. p. 73 j 74.)> and Gregoiy 
of Tours (1. ii. c. 18. in tom. ii. p. 170.). Sidonius (who ftylcs 
thefe mercenary troops argutos, arraatos, tumiiltuofos, virtutCj 
numero, contubernio, conturaaces) addrefles their general In a tone 
of friendfliip and familiarity. 

^ See Sidonius,. I. i. epill. 7. p. 15 — 20. with Sirmond’s notes. 
This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to liis underftanding. 
The profe of Sidonius, how^ever vitiated by a falfe and alfedled 
tafte, is much faperior to his inilpid verfes. 
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temper was corrupted by flattery, and exafperated 
by oppofition ; he was forced to flitisfy his im- 
portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro- 
vince j his capricious infolence odendeci the 
nobles of Gaol, and he funk under the weight of 
the public hatred. The mandate of his dilgi'ace 
fummoned him tojuftify his condii6t before the 
fenate ; and he pafled the fea of Tufcany with a 
favourable wind, the prefage, as he vainly ima- 
gined, of his future fortunes. A decent refpedl 
was ftill oblerved for the Pra^&orian rank ; and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvandus was committed 
to the hofpitality, rather than to the cudody, of 
.Flavius Afellus, tlie count of the facred largeffes, 
who reiided in the Capitol He was eageHy 
purfued by his accufers, the four deputies of 
Gaul, who were all didinguiflied bj their birth, 
their dignities, or their eloquence. In the name 
of a great province, and according to the forms 
of Roman jurifprudence, they inRitiited a civil 
and criminal a<dion, requiring fuch a rellitution 
as might compenfate the Ioffes of individuals, 
and fuch punilhment as might fiitisfy the jidlice 
of the flate. Their charges of corrupt oppref- 
lion were numerous and weighty; but they placed 
their fecret dependence on a letter, whicii thc;^/ 
had intercepted, and which they could prove, by 
the evidence of his fecretary, to have been dic- 

When the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, it was appropriated tp 
the ufe of the civil magiftrate ; and it is Hill the refidence of the Ro- 
man fenator. - The jewellers, &c. might be allowed 'to expofe their 
precious wares in the porticoes. ’ ■ ' 

' VOL. VI. p tat^jd 
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c H A A tated by Arvandus himfelf. The author of this 

XX XVI. ^ letter feemed to diffiiade the King of the Goths 
from a peace with the Greek Emperor : he fug- 
getled the attack of the Britons on the Loire j 
and he recommended a divilion of Gaul, ac- 
cording to the law of nations, between the Vili, 
goths and the Burgundians Tbefe pernicious 
fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by 
the reproaches of vanity and indifcretion, were 
fufceptible of a treafonable interpretation : and 
the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce 
their moil formidable weapons till the decifive 
moment, of the contell* But their intentions 
were difcovered by the zeal of Sidonius. He 
immediately apprifed the unfufpedting criminal 
of bis danger \ and fincerely lamented, without 
any mixture of anger, the haughty prefumption 
of Arvandus, who reje6led, and even refented, 
the falutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of 
his real fitiiation, Arvandus Ihewed himfelf in 
the Capitol in the white robe of a candidate, 
accepted indifcriminate falutations and offers of 
fervice, examined the fliops of the merchants, 
the fUks and gems, fometimes with the indiffer- 
ence of a fpedlator, and fometimes with the at- 
tention of a purchafer : and complained of the 
times, of the feiiate, of the prince, and of the 
delays of jiiflice. His complaints were foon 

iisec ad regem Gotliorum, cliarta vldebatui* emitti, pacem cum 
' Grffico Imperatore difTuadens, Britannos fuper Ligerlm fitos impug- 
nad opportere demonftrans, cum Burgimdionibus jure gentium Gal- 
Jius dividi debere confirmans. 
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removed. An early day was fixed for his trial ; chap. 
and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be- 
fore a numerous alieinbly of the Roman fenate. 

The mournful garb which they afi*e6ted5 excited 
the compaffion of the judges, who were fcan-* 
dalized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their 
adverfary : and when the prmfe^t Arvandus, with 
the firfi. of the Gallic deputies, were diredled to 
take their places on the fenatorial benches, the 
fame contrail of pride and modelly was obferved 
in their behaviour. In this memorable judg- 
ment, wdiich prefented a lively image of the old 
republic, the Gauls expofed, with force and 
freedom, the grievances of the province; and as 
foon as theminds of the audience were fufficiently 
inflamed, they recited the fatal epiftle. The 
obllinacy of Arvandus was founded on the llrange 
fuppolition, that a fubj edt could not be convi6led 
of treafon, unlefs he had actually conlpired to 
afilirae the purple. As the paper was read, he 
repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged 
it for his genuine compofition ; and his afto- 
iiifliment was equal to his difmay, when the 
imanimous voice of the fenate declared him 
guilty of a capital offence. By their decree, 
he was degraded from the rank of a prmfe^ 
to the obfcure condition of a plebeian, and 
ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to the 
public prifon. ^ After a fortnight’s adjourn-, 
ment, the fenate was again convened to pro- 
nounce the fentence of his death : but while he 
expetiled, in the illand of .Slfculapius, the ex- 
p 3 piration 
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piration of the thirty days ailowed by an ancient 
law to the vileil malefa6lors his friends inter- 
pofed, the Emperor Anthemius relented, and the 
praefedl of Gaul obtained the milder pimiiliment 
of exile and coofifcation. The faults of Arvan- 
dus might deferve compaifion ; but the impunity 
of Seronatiis acciifed the juftice of the republic, 
till he was condemned, and executed, on the 
complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 
flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 
country, held a fecret correfpondence with the 
Vifigoths, to betray the province which he op- 
preffed; hisindiillry was continually exercifedin 
the difcovery of new taxes and obfolete offences; 
and his extravagant vices would have infpired 
contempt, if they had not excited fear and. 
abhorrence ■ 
Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 
juflice ; but whatever might be the guilt of Ri- 
cimer, that powerful Barbarian was able to con- 
tend or to negociate with the prince, wbofe 
alliance he had condefcended to accept. The 
peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius 
had promifed to the Weft, was foon clouded by 
misfortune and difcord. liicimer, apprehenfive, 
or impatient, of a fuperior, retired from Rome, 

''^’' Senatufconfuhmn (Sli-mond Not. p. 17.) ; but that 

law allowed only ten days between the lentence and execution ; the 
mnaining twenty were added in the reign of Theodofius. 

Catiliua feculi noftri. Sidonlus, 1. ii. epift. i, p. 33.; I. v. 
epift. 13. p. 143;; h-vii. epift. 7. p. 185. He execrates the crimes, 
and applauds the punilhment, of Seronatus, perhaps with tlie indigna- 
tion of a yirtjupus citizen, per^ps with the rcfcntinent of a perfonal 
enemy. ’ , ' 

■"i ■■ and 
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and fixed his refidence at Milan; an ad van- c H a'p 
tageoiis fituation, either to invite, or to repel, xxxvi. 
the warlike tribes that were feated between the 
Alps and the Danube Italy was gradually di- 
vided into two independent and hoftilekingdoms ; 
and the nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the 
near approach of a civil war, fell prollrate at the 
feet of the patrician, and conjured him to fpare 
their unhappy country, “ For my own part,’’ 
replied Ricimer,in atone of infolent moderation, 

“ I am dill inclined to embrace the friendlhip of 
“ the Galatian ; but who will undertake to 
“ appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the pride, 

“ which always rifes in proportion to our fub- 
“ miffion ?” They informed him, that Epipha- 
nius, Bifliop of Pavia united the wifdoni of 
the ferpent with the innocence of the dove ; and 
appeared confident, that the eloquence pffucli 
an ambaffador muff; prevail againft the flrongeffc 
oppofition, either of intereft or paffion. .Their 

' Ricimer, under the reign of Anthemius, defeated and flew iii 
battle Beorgor, King of the Alani (Jornandes, c. 45. p. 678.). His 
fifter had married the King of tlie Burgundians, and he maintained 
an intimate connedlion with the Suevic colony eftablilhed in Pannonia 
and Noricum. 

Galatam concitatam. SIrmond (in his notes to Ennodius} 
applies this appellation to Anthemius himlelf. The Emperor was 
probably born in the province of Galatia, whofe inhabitants, the 
Gallo-Grecians, were fuppofed to unite the vices of a favage, and a 
corrupted, people. 

' Epiphanius was thirty yeai's Biihop of Pavia (A.D. 467 — ^4^7 j 
fee Tillemont, Mem, Ecclef. tom. xvi. p. 7 88.}. His name and 
acSlIons would have been unknown to pofterity, if Ennodius, one 
of his fuccelTors, had not written his life (Sirmond, Opera, tom.i. 
p. 1647 — 169a.); in which he reprefents him as one of the greateft 
charailers of the age. 

: ' ■ , ' P 3 .. ■ ■ recom-, ■ 
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recommendation was approved; and Epipliaiiius, 
affuming the benevolent office of mediation ^ 
proceeded without delay to Eome, where he was 
received with the honours due to his merit and 
reputation. The oration of a bifliop in favour 
of peace, may be eafily fuppofed ; he argued, 
tliat in all poffible circumftances, the forgivenefs 
of injuries mull be an adl of mercy, or manaiii- 
inity, or prudence; and he ferioufly admonifimd 
the Emperor to avoid a coiiteffi with a fierce Bar- 
barian, which might be fatal to himfelf,. and 
mu ft be ruinous to his dominions. Anthemius 
acknowledged the truth of his maxims but he 
deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the be- 
liavioiir of Hiciraer; and his paflion gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difeourfe. What 
** favours,*’ he warmly exclaimed, “ have we 
refufed to this ungrateful man? What provo- 
« cations have we not endured? EegardJefs of 
“ the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter 
“ to a Goth ; I facrificed my own blood to the 
fafety of the republic. The liberality which 
“ ought to have fecured the eternal attachment 
of Eicimer has exafperated him againft his 
“ benefa^or. What wars has be not excited 
againft the empire ? How often has he infti- 
gated, and affifted the fury of hoftile nations ? 
« Shall I now accept his perfidious friendfliip ? 
“ Can I hope that he will refpe6l the engage- 
“ ments of a treaty, who has already violated 
the duties of a fon?’* But the anger of Anthe- 
mius evaporated in thefe pafiionate exclamations: 
be inlenlibiy yielded to the propofals of Eplpha- 
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iilus; and the bifliop returned to his diocefe c HAP. 
with the fatisfa^lion of reftoring the peace of ^ 

Italy, by a reconciliation of which the fin- 
cerity and continuance might be reafonably fuf 
pe61:ed. The clemency of the Emperor was 
extorted from his weakiiefs 5 and Ricimer fuf- 
pended his ambitious defigns, till he had fecretly 
prepared the engines with which he refolved to 
fubvert the throne of Anthemius. The malk of 
peace and moderation was then throwm afide. 

The army of Ricimer was fortified by a numerous 
reinforcement of Burgundians and Oriental 
Suevi : he difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek 
Emperor, marched from Milan to the gates of 
Rome, and fixing his camp on the banks of the 
Anio, impatiently expe 6 led the arrival of Oly- 
brius, his Imperial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician fiimily, Olybrius 
might efieem himfelf the lawful heir of the 
Wellern empire. He had married Plaeidia, the Weft, 
younger daughter of Valentiniau, after flie was 
reftored by Genferic ; who ftill detained her filler 
Eiicloxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive, 
of his fon. The King of the Vandals fiipported, 
by threats and folicitations, the fair pretenfions 
of his Roman ally ; and afligned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the refufal of the fen ate .and 
people to acknowledge their lawful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given to 

Ennodins (p. x6s9' — i6i!4.) .}iaa related thiai embaffy of Epi- 
pKanliis; and his narrative, verbofe , and* tttrgid as it muft appear > 
iUulU-atcs fome etirious paiFages mthe &Jiof tbe Weftem empbe, 

4 aftrungec. 


THE BEGLINE AND FALL 

a Granger The friendfliip of the public? 
enemy might render Olybrius ftill more unpopu- 
lar to the Italiaiisj but when Ricimer meditated 
the ruin ofthe Emperor Anthemius, he tempted^ 
with llic offer of a diadem, the candidate who 
coidd joftify his rebellion by an illuftrioiis name, 
and a royal alliance. The hnfband of Placidia, 
who, like moll ofhisancellors, had been invefled 
with the confular dignity, might have continued 
to enjoy a fecure and iplendid fortune in the , 
peaceful refidence of Conftantinople ; nor does 
he appear to have been tormented by fuch a 
genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unlefs: 
by the adminiflration of an empire. Yet Oly- 
brius yielded to the importunities of his friends, 
perhaps of his wife ; radily plunged into the 
dangers and calamities of a civil warj and, with 
the fecret connivance of the Emperor Leo, ac- 
cepted the Italian purple, which was beffowed, 
and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barba- 
rian. He landed without obftacle (for Genferic 
was mafter of the fea) either at Ravenna or the 
port of Oftia, and immediately proceeded to the 
camp of Ricimer, where he was received as the 
fo vereigo of the Wellern world 

Prifcus Excerpt. Legation, p. 72. Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 
I.i. c. 6. p. 191. Eiidoxia and her daughter were reftored after the 
death of Majon'an. Perhaps tlie confniflup of Olybiius (A.D. 164.) 
was befto^ved as a nuptial prefent. 

The boftile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftaiiding the 
opinion of Pagl) by the duration of his reign. The fecret connivance 
of Leo is acknowledged by Theophancs, and the Pafchal Chronicle. 
'We are ignorant of his motives ; . but. in this obfeure period, our 
ignorance extends to the nioft public and important fasfts. 

* 14 The 
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The patrician, who had extended his pofls chap^ 
from the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already 
poffeffed two quarters of Home, the Vatican and sack of 
the Janiciikim, which are feparated by the Tyber 
from the reft of the city j and it may be con- Amhe- 
jedliired, that an affembly of feceding fenators;™'^’‘s, 
imitated, in the choice of Olybriiis, the forms of 
a legal eledlion. But the body of the fenate and 
people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius i 
and the more eftedtiial fupport of a Gothic army 
enabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs, by a reliftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
peftilence. At length, Riciraer made a furious 
airault on the bridge of Hadrian, or St. Angelo j 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
%'aiour by tlie Goths, till the death of Giliimer 
their leader. The victorious troops breaking 
down every barrier, rnflied with irrefiftible vio- 
lence into the heart of the city, and Rome (if 
we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) wavS fub verted by the civil fury of Anthe- 
mius and Ricimer The unfortunate An- 
themius • 

Of the fourteen regions* or quarters, into whicli Rome was di- 
vided by Auguftus, only one, the Janiculum, lay on the Tufcan fide 
of the Tyber. But, in the fifth century, the Vatican fuburb formed 
a confiderable city ; and in the ecclefiaftical dlftribution, which had 
been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning Pope, /wo of the 
fe^mi regions, or parifhes of Rome, depended on the church of 
St. Peter. See Nardini Roma Antica. p.67. It w'ould require a 
tedious diflertation to mark the circumftances, in which I .am inclined 
to depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 

' ^ Nuper Anthemii et RIcimeris civili fiirofe fubverfa eft. Gela- 
fius in Epift. ad Andromach. apud - Baron. A. D. 496. N 42. 
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tliemius was dragged from Ids concealment, and 
iiiluimanly mafllicred by tlie command of his 
fon-in-lawj who thus added a third, or perhaps 
a fourth Emperor to the number of bis victims. 
The foldiers who united the rage of ftnSlious 
citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians, 
were indulged, without controul, in the licence 
of rapine and murder: the crowd of flaves and 
plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event, 
could only gain by the indifcrimiate pillage 5 and 
the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con- 
trafl of deni cruelty, and diffoliite intempe- 
rance*'®. Forty days after this calamitous event, 
the fuhje^d, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy w'as 
delivered by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant 
Ricimer, who bequeathetl the command of his 
army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. In the dune year, 
all the principal aelors in this great revolution, 
were removed from the ftage ; and the whole 
reign of Olybrius, wdiofe death does not betray 
any lyinptoms of violence, is included within the 
term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 
offspring of his marriage with Placidiaj and the 
family of the great Theodolius, tranfplan ted from 

Sigoniiis (tom. 1 . 1 . xiv. de Occidental! Imperio, p, 543, 543.) and Mu- 
ratori (Annali d’ltalia, ton3.iv. p.308, 309,}, with the aid of a lefs 
Imperfcdt MS. of the Hiftork Mifcellaj have illufirated this dark and 
bloody tranfadion. 

Such bad been the fsevaae deforrais urbe tota facies, when Ron e 
wasaflaulted and ftormed by the troops of Vefpafian (fee Tacit. Hll’, 
ill. 83, 83.); and every caufe of tmfchief had fince acquired much 
additional energy. The revolution of ages may bring round the 
famt; calamities; but ages may revolve, without producing a Tacitus 
io ddb-ibe them. 

Spain 
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Spain to Conftantinople, was propagated in the chap. 
female line as far as the eighth generation xxxvi. ^ 

Whihl the vacant throne of Italy was aban- Juims Ne- 
doned to lawlefs Barbarians the election of a 
new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the conn- Emperors 
cil of Leo. The Emprefs Verina, ftiidioiis to 
promote the greatnefs of her own family, had a.d. 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 47 »— 475* 
fucceeded his uncle Marcelliiius in the fove- 
reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid polTeffion than 
the title which he was perfaaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolute, 
that many months elapfed after the death of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrius, before their 
deftined fucceffor could Ihew hiinfelf, with a re- 
fpedtable force, to his Italian fubjects. During 
that interval, Glycerins, an obfcure foldier, was 
invelled with the purple by his patron G undo- 
bald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable, 

,pr unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war: the piuduits of domeflic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps and his client w^as per- 

See Ducange, FamiHire Byzantin. p. 74, 75. Areobindus, who 
appears to have married the niece of the Emperor Juftinlan, was the 
eiglith defcendant of the elder Theodofius. 

The lafl: revolutions of the Weftem empire are faintly marked 
in Theophanes (p. 10a.), Jornandes (c. 45. p. 679.^ the Chronicle of 
Marcelliiius, and the fragments of aa anonymous writer, publilhedby 
Valefius at tlie end of iWimianus (p, 716, 717.). If Photiiis liad not 
been fo wretchedly concife, we Ihould derive ijuich informatloB. from 
the contemporary hiftories of Malchus aiitd Candidus, See his %x~ 
rrr«frs, p. 17 a — 1,79. 

“3 See Greg. Turoo. 1 . ii. c. aS. xatom.it p. 175. Dubos Hift. 

Critique, tom. i.p. 613. By the mun&r or death of his two brothers, 

Gundobald acquired tire folo pofreffipn, of the kingdom of Burgundy, 
whpfe ruin was haftened by Uieir difcord, 

mitted 
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ml tied to excliange tlie Ilonian fceptre for tlid 
biihopric of Saloua. After estiiigiiilliing foch ii 
competitor, the Emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by the feiiate, by the Italians, and by 
tlic ])rovincials of Gaiil ; his moral virtues, and 
niilitiirv talents, were loudly celebrated; and 
thole who derived any private benelit from his 
government, aiHionnced, in prophetic ftrains, 
the rclloration of the public felicity Their 
hopes (if fuch hopes had been entertained) were 
confounded within the term of a iingle year; and 
the. treaty of peace, which ceded Auvergne to 
the Viligoths, is the only event of his fliort and 
inglorious reign. The inoft. faithful fubjedls of 
Gaul were facrificed by the Italian Emperor, to 
the hope of domellic fecurity"^ ; but bis repofe 
w^as foot! invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates, who, under the com- 
mand of Orelles, their general, were in full 
march from Home to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach; and inftead of placing a juR 
confidence in the Rrength of Ravenna, he hallily 
elcaped to his fliips, and retired to his Dalma- 
tian principality, on tlie oppofite coafl of the 
Hadriatic. By this fhameful abdication, he 
protradled his life about five years, in a very 

JuUiis 'Nepos armis pariter fummiis Auguftus ac moribus. Si- 
donius, I. V. cp. x 6 . p. 146. Nepos had given to Ecdicius the title of 
patrician, whiclj Anthemius had promifed, decefforis Antheraei lidem 
abfolvit. See 1. viii. ep. 7. p. 324. 

Epiphanius was fent ambalTador from Nepos to the Vifigoths, 
for the purpofe of afeertaining the Jmperii Italia (Ennodius hi 
Sirmond. tom. i. p. 1665 — -1669.). His pathetic difcoiirfe concealed 
tlie dlfgracefiil fecret,. which foon excited the juft and bitter conv 
plaints of the Bifliop of Clermont. 

ambiguous 
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ambiguous ft ate, between an, emperor and an 
exiie, till he was affaffinated at Salona'by the 
ungrateful Glycerins, who was tranflated, per- 
haps as a reward of his crime, to the arch- 
bilhopric of Milan 

The nations who had afferted their indepen- 
dence after the death of Attila, were eftabliftied, 
by the right of pofleffion or conqucil, in tlie 
bomidlefs countries to the north of the Daimbe; 
or in the Roman provinces between the river and 
the Alps, But the braveft of their youth eulifted 
in the army of cow/a/e/wfei, wlio formed the de- 
fence and the terror of Italy "' ; and in this pro- 
inifcuous multitude, the names of the Heriili, the. 
vSeyrri, the Alani, the Tiirdiingi, and the llu- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex- 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Oreftes"**, 
the fon of Tatullus, and the fatlier of the laft Ro- 
man Emperor of the Weft* Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory, had never 
deferted his country. His birtii and fortunes ren- 
dered liim one of the moft ilhiftrious fulye^s of 

Malcluis, apud Phot. p. 172. Ennod. Epigram. 1 . Ixxxii. hi 
Sirmond Oper. tom. i. p. 1879. Some doubt may how ever be raifed 
on the identity of the Emperor and the Archbilhop. 

Our knowledge of thefe mercenaries, wlio fubverted the* 
Wefteru empire, is derived from Procopius (de BelL Goth ico, l.i, 
c. i. p. 308.}. The popular opinion, and the recent hiftorians, re- 
prefent Odoacer in the falfe light of a ^flranger, and a /:ing, who 
invaded Italy, with an army of foreigners, his native fiibjefls. 

Oreftes, qui eo tempore quando Auila ad Italiain venit, fe 
iUI jmixit, et ejiis notarius fa< 5 lus fuerat. Ahoin/m. Valef. p- 716. 
He is inifhiken in the date ; but we may credit his aflertion, that 
the ikren-'uy of Attila .was the father of Auguflulus, 
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c H A p. Pannonia. When that province was ceded to the 
\^Q entered into the fervice of Attila, his 
lawful fovereigiij obtained the office of his fecre- 
tary, and was repeatedly fent ambafiador to Gon- 
flaiitinople, to reprefent the perfbn, and fignify 
the commands, of the imperious monarch. The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free- 
dom ; and Oreftes might honourably refufe either 
to follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian de- 
fcrt, or to obey the Oflrogoths, who had ufiirped 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the 
fervice of the Italian princes, the fucceffors of 
Valentinian j and, as he poffefTed the qualifications 
ofcourage,induflry,and experience, he advanced 
with rapid fleps in the military profeffion, till he 
W’as elevated, by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to 
the dignities of patrician, and mafler-general of 
the troops. Tliefe troops had been long accuf- 
tomed to reverence the charadter and authority of 
Oreftes, who affedled their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
mately connedled with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendfliip. At 
his felicitation they rofe in arms againft the 
obfciire Greek, who prefumed to claim their 
obedience j and when Oreftes, from fome fecret 
motive, declined the purple, they confented, with 
His foil the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
ksfthekit the Emperor of the Weft. . By the 

Emperorof abdication of Nepos, Oreftes had now attained the 
ambitious hopes ; but iiefooiVdif- 
* covered, before the end of the firft year, that the 
ielibns of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel 
3 mull 
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muft inculcate, will be retorted ao'ainfl lumfelf : C H A P. 

"5r'5r^vT 

and that the precarious ibvereign of Italy wasonly . ^ j 

permitted to cboofe, whether he wouldbcthellave, 

^ or the vi61;im, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 

dangerous alliance of thefe ftraiigers had op- 
preifed and infulted the lall remains of lioman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but their 
iiifoien ce increafed in a ftill more extravagant de • 
gree ; th ey envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Gaul, Spain, and Africa, wliofe victorious arms 

(had acquired an independent and perpetual inlie- 
ritauce *, and they infilled on their peremptory de- 
mand, that a third part of the lands of Italy flioukl 
' be immediately divided among them. Orelles, 

with a fpirit, which, in another lituation, might 
be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to en- 
counter the rage of an armed multitude, than to 
fubferibe the ruin of an innocent people. He re- 
i jeCled the audacious demand j and his refufal was 

r favourable to the ambition of Odoacer; a bold 

j Barbarian, who afllired bis fellow foidiers, tbat, 

if they dared to afibciate under bis command, 

^ they might foon extort the juftice which bad been 

denied to their dutiful petitions. From all tlie 
camps and garrilbns of Italy, the confederates, 
actuated by the fame refentment and the fame 
> hopes, impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this 

popular leader ; and the unfortunate patrician, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, haflily retreated to 
the ftroiig city of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of the 
holy Epiphaiiites, Pavia was immediately be- 
I fleged. 
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c HA P. fieged, the fortifications were flormed, the town 
XXXVI. pillaged; and although the bifliop might 
labour, with much zeal and feme fuccefs, to fave 
the property of the church, and the chaftity of 
female captives, thetumultcoLild onlybe appeafed 
by the execution of Orefles*’'^. His brother Paul 
was flain in an adlion near Ravenna ; and the 
helplefs Aiiguftulus, who could no longer com- 
mand the refpedt, was reduced to implore tJre 
clemency of Odoacer, 

Odoacer, ' That fiiccefsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede- 
King of [ij fome remarkable tranfadlions, par- 

Y.’r>. ticulaiiy deferibed in a preceding chapter, had 
476—490. been the collea^ie of Orefles himfelf. The ho- 
nour of an ambafiador ihould be exempt from fuf- 
picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy 
againftthelifeofhisfovereign. Bufthis apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance : his 
rank was eminent and conipicuoiis j lie enjoyed 
the favour of Attila; and the troops under his 
command, who guarded in their turn the royal 
village, confified in a tribe of a Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubjedls. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns ; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards, the name of 
Edecon is honourablymentioned, in their unequal 
conteft with the Oftrogoths ; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and 

"5 See Ennodius (in Vit. Epiphan. Sirmond, tom. i. p. 1669, 
1670.). He adds weight to ,t!ie narrative of Procopiusj thougli we 
may doubt whether the devil adlually contrived the fiege of Pavia, 
to diftrefs the . biihop and his flock. ' . . 


clifper- 


m THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

di^erfion of the Scyrri Their gallant leader, 
who did not furvive this national calamity, left 
two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, to ftruggle with, 
adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra- 
pine or fervice, the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf directed his Heps towards Con- 
ilantinopie, where he fuilied, by the affaflina- 
tion of a generous benefactor, the fame which 
he had acquired in arms. His brother Odoacer 
led a wandering life among the Barbarians of 
Noricum, with a mind and a fortune fuited to 
the moA defperate adventures; and when he 
had fixed his choice, he pioully vifited the cell 
of Severinus, the popular faint of the country, 
to folicit his approbation and bleffing. Tlie 
lownefs of the door would not admit the lofty 
flature of Odoacer : he was obliged to ftoop ; 
but in that humble attitude the faint could dif- 
cern the fymptoms of his future greatnefs ; and 
addreffing him in a prophetic tone, “ Purfue** 
(faid he) “ yourdefign; proceed to Italy ; j^ou 
“ will foon call away this coarfe garment of 
fkins ; and your wealth will be adequate to 
the liberality of your mind The Bar- 

'“ Jornandesj c. 53, 54, p. 69a— 695. M. de Buat (Hiflr. des 
Peuples de I’Europe, tom. vui. p. aai — aaS.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am almoft inclined to 
believe that he was the fame who pillaged Angers, and commanded a 
fleet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c, 18. in 
tom.ii. p. 170. 

Vade ad Italiam, vade vililHmis nunc pellibus coopertis ; 
fed multis cito plurima largitums- Anonym. Valef. p. 717. He 
quotes the life of St. Severinus, which is extant, and contains muclr 
■unknown and valuable hiftory j it was coiiipofed by his dlfciple Eu- 
gippius (A. D. 511), thirty years after his. death. See Tillemont, 
Mem. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 168— -18 1. 

VOL. VI. k barian. 
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bariaii, wliofe daring fpirit accepted and ratified 
the prediction, was admitted into the fervice of 
the Wefteni empire, and fbort obtained an ho- 
nourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradually poliflied, his military fkiii w'as 
improved, and the confederates of Italy would 
not have eleCled him for their general, unlefs 
the exploits of Odoacer had eftablifhed a high 
opinion of his courage and capacity Their 
military acclamations faluted him with the title 
of king, but he abllained, during his wdiole 
reign, from the ufe of the purple and diadem 
left he fhould offend thofe princes, whofe fub- 
jeCls, by their accidental mixture, had formed 
the victorious army which time and policy might 
infenfibly unite into a great nation. 

Royalty was familiar to the Barbarians, and 
the fnbmiftive people of Italy was prepared to 
obey, without a murmur, the authority which 
he fhould condefeend to exercife as the vice- 
gerent of the Emperor of the Weft. But 
Odoacer had refolved to abolifli that iifelefs and 
expenfive office ; and fuch is the weight of an- 
tique prejudice, that it required fome boldnefs 
and penetration to difeover the extreme facility 
of the enterprife. The unfortunate Auguftulus 
was made the inftrument of his own difgrace j 


Theophanes, who calls him a Goth, affirms, -that he was edu- 
cated, nurfed (Tf«.®£VTo?), Inltaly (p. io».); and as this ftrong expref- 
'lion will not bear a literal iateqiretation, it muft be explained by long 
lervice in the Imperial guards. 

Noraenregis Odoacer affumpfit, cum tamen neque purpura nec 
regalibus uteretur inCgnlbus. Caffiodor. in Chron. A. D. 476. He 
feems to have afTmhed theabfbra<Sl title of a king, without applying it 
f e any particular nation or country. 


he 
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ke fignified liis refignation to the fenate j and c 
that affembly, in their laft adt of obedience to a 
KvOmaii prince, dill affedled the Ipirit of freedom 
and the forms of the conllitution. An epiftle 
was addreffed, by their unanimous decree, to 
the Emperor Zeno, the fon-in-Iaw and fucceffor of 
Leo ; who had lately been reftored, after a fliort 
rebellion, to the Byzantine throne. They fo- 
lemnly “ difclaim the necedlty, or even the widi, 

“ of continuing any longer the Imperial fiiccef- 
lion in Italy ; lince, in their opinion, the 
majefly of a foie monarch is fufficient to per- 
“ vade and protedt, at the fame time, both the 
“ Eall and the Weft. In their own name, anc\ 
in the name of the people, they content that 
the feat of imiverfal empire lliall be trans- 
“ ferred fi'om Rome to Gonftantinople ; and 
“ they bafely renounce the right of chafing 
“ their mafter, the only veftige that yet re- 
«« mained of the authority which had given laws 
“ to the world. The republic (they repeat 
“ that name without a bluflr) might fafely con- 
fide in the civil and military virtues of Ocloa- 
« cer ; and they humbly requeft, that the Em- 
“ peror would inveft him with the title of Pa- 
“ trician, and the adrainiftration of the dioccje 
“ of Italy.” The deputies of the fenate were 
received at Gonftantinople with Tome marks of 
difpleafure and indignation ; and when they were 
admitted to the audience of Zeno, he fternly re- 
proached them with their treatment of the two 
Emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whom the 
Eaft had fucceffively granted to the prayers of 
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CHAP. Italy. “ The firfl” (contiiiiied he) “ you have 
XX.XVI. fit murdered 5 the fecond you have expelled ; 
“ ' but the fecond is -ftili alive, an d whilft he lives 
«« lie is your lawful fovereign/* But the prudent 
Zeno footi deferted the hopelefs caufe of his 
dicated colleague. His vanity was gratified by 
the title of foie Emperor, and by the ftatues 
erected to his honour in the feveral quartei's of 
Koine 5 he entertamed a friendly, though ambi- 
guous, correfpondence with the patricmi Odoa- 
cer 5 and he gratefully accepted the Imperial 
enligns, the facred ornaments of the throne 
and palace, which the Barbarian was not 
unwilling to remove from the fight of the 
people 

Auguftu- In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
Sfted^to Valentinian, nine Emperors had fticceflively difi 
the Lucui- appeared j and the fon of Orefles, a youth I'e- 
lan viUa. commended only by Ms beauty, would be the 
leail entitled to the notice of pofterity, if his 
reign, which was marked by the extinction of the 
Eoman empire in the Weil, did not leave a me- 
morable mra in the biflory of mankind The 
patrician Orefies had married the daughter of 

BfMchus, -whofe iofe esckes our regret, lias preferved (in Es-iJ 
cerpta Legat. p. 93.) this esAiaopdiimy mnbafly from the fenate to Zeno. 
The anonymous fragment (p. 717.,), and the estratft from. Candidus 
(apud Phot. P.X76.), are Bkewife of fome ufe. 

The precife year ia which the Weftern empire was extingulfhed, 
is not pofitively afcertained. The vulgar iera of A. D. 476, appears 
to iiave the lanSion of authentic chronicles. But the two "dates af- 
figned by Jornandes:(c.46..p.68o.), would delay that great event to 
the year 479: and though M- de Buat lias overlooked evidence, he 
produces (tom.viii. — »88.) many collateral circumftances in 

&pport of the lame opinioh, . 
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Count Romulus^ of Petovio in Noriciim • the chap, 
name of Augujius^ liotwithftanding the jealoufy 
of power, was known at Aquileia as a familiar 
funiaiiie ; and the appellations of the two great 
founders, of the city, and of the monarchy, 
were thus flrangely united in the hft of their 
fucceifors The fon of Orelles affiimed and 
dilgraced the names of Romulus Auguftus; but 
the fird was corrupted into Momyllus, by the 
Greeks, and the fecond has been changed by the 
Latins into the contemptible diminutive Au- 
guftulus. The life of this inoffenfive youth was 
Iparedbythegenerous clemency of Odoacerj who 
difmiffed him, with his whole family, from the 
Imperial palace, fixed his annual allowance at 
fix thoufand pieces of gold, and affignedthe caftle 
of Lucuiius, ill Campania, for the place of his 
exile or retirement'®’. As foon as the Romans 
breathed from the toils of the Punic war, they 
were attradled by the beauties and the pleafures 
of Campania 5 and the country-houfe of the 
elder Scipio at Liternura exhibited a lalling 

See Ms medals in Ducange (Fam. Byzantin. p. 8i.), Prifcus 
(Excerpt. Legal, p. 56. Maffei Ollervazioni Letterarle* tom, H. 
p. 314.). We may allege a famous and fimilar caie. The meaneft 
iuhiedts of the Roman empire aflumed the illujirious name of Fairi- 
cius, which, by the converlion of Ireland, has been comrnuiucated 
to a whole nation. 

Ingrediens antem Ravennam depofuit Angufialuzn de regao, 
ciijas infantiam mifertus canceffit ei fangaiaeaai et quia palcher 
erai, tamen dona\'it ei reditum fex millia fbUdos, et mifit euni intns 
Campanians cran parentibus fais libere ymre. Anonym, Valef. 
p,7r6. Jorhandes .fays (c.~ 46. p« 680.}, in LBCuUano CampaiiiEe 
caftfiifcf csilii pasna damsavlt. 


model 


THE DECLINE AND EALL 

C H A P. model of their rufticiimplicity The delicious 
lliores of the bay of Naples were crowded with 
villas j and Sylla applauded the mafterly fl^ili of 
his rival, who had feated himfelf on the lofty 
promontory of Mifeniirn, that commands, on 
every fide, the fea and land, as far as the boun- 
daries of the horizon'®'’. The villa of Marius 
was piirchafed, within a few years, by Luculliis, 
and the price had increafed from two thoufand 
fve hundred, to more than fourfcore thoufand, 
pounds fteriing It was adorned by the new 
proprietor with Grecian arts, and Afiatic trea- 
fures j and the houfes and gardens of Luculkis 
obtained a diftinguiflied rank in the lift of Im- 
perial palaces'^'. When the Vandals became 

See the eloquent Declamation of Seneca (Epift. IxsxvI.). The 
philofopher might have recolie&d that all luxury is relative ; and 
that the elder Scipioj whofe manners were poliflted by ftudy and 
converfation, was himfelf accufed of that vice by his I'uder contempo- 
raiies (Livy, xxix- 19.). 

Sylla, In the language of a foldler, praifed his pcritia cajlra- 
mehiiiiU (Plin. Hift. Natur. xviii. 7.), Phsedrus, who makes its 
fhacly walks {Lsta ■viridia) the fceae of an iiifipid fable (ii. 5,), ha:t 
thus defcribed the lituation: 

Csefar Tiberius quam petens Neapolinij 
, In Mifenenfem villam venilTet fiiam ; 

Quae monte fummo pofita Luculli manu 
ProfpecSfat Siculum et profpicit Tufcum mare. 

From feven myriads and a half to fwo hundied and fifty 
myriads of drachmae. Yet even In the pofleffion of Marius, it was 
a luxurious retirement. The Romans derided his indolence: they 
foon bewailed his adlivity* See Plutarch, in Mario, tom. ii. 
V\SH- 

’■ 5 * Lucullus had other villas of equal, though various, magnlli- 
cence, at Bai«, Naples, Tufculum, &c. He boafted that he changed 
his climate with the ftorks and cranes. Plutarch, in Lucull, 
tom. iii. p. 193. 
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formidable to tlie fea-coaft, the Lucullan villaj chap. 
on the promontory of Mifenum, gradually af- xxxvi,^ 
fumed the ftrength and appellation of a ftrong ' 
caftie, the obfcure reti’eat of the lall Emperor of 
the Weft. About tweifty years after that great 
revolution, it was converted into a church and 
monaftery, to receive the bones of St. Severin us. 

They fecurely repofed, amidft the broken tro- 
phies of Cimbric and Armenian vi<3:ories, till the 
beginning of the tenth century; when the forti- 
ftcations, which might afford a dangerous flielter 
to the Saracens, were demoliftied by the people 
of Naples 

Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned Decay of 
in Italy, over a people who had once afferted , 

1 . . n n • t , , n man fpint, 

their j Lilt luperionty above the reft or mankind. 

The difgrace of the Homans ftill excites our 
refpe^ful compaffion , and we fondly fympathife 
with the imaginary grief and indignation of their 
degenerate pofterity. But the calamities of Italy 
had gradually fubdued the proud confcioufnels of 
freedom and glory. In the age of Roman virtue, 
the provinces were fubje6fc to the arms, and the 
citizens to the laws, of the republic ; till thofe 
laws were fub verted by civd difcord, and both 

‘ 3 * Severinus died in Noricum, A. D. 48 Six years after- 
wards, his body, which fcattered miracles as it palled, "Was trans- 
ported by his difclples into Italy. The devotion of a Neapolitan 
lady invited the faint to the Lucullan villa, in the place of Au- 
guftulus, who was probably no more. See Baronius (Annal. Ec- 
tlef. A.D. 496. N’50, 51.) and Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. xvi. 
p. 178—- 181.), from the original life by Eugippius. The narrative 
of the laft migration of Severinus to Naples, is likewife an authentic 
piece. ■ ' . .. • 

' 4 thp 
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c H A P. the city and the provinces became the fertile 
property of a tyrant. The forms of the confti- 
tution, which alleviated or di%[iifed their abjeCt 
flavery^ were aholiflied by time and violence ^ 
the Italians alternately lamented the prefence or 
the abfence of the fovereigns, whom they de- 
tefted or defpifed; and the fucceffioo of five 
centuries inflicted the various evib of military 
licences capricious defpotifm, and elaborate 
Opprelfion. During the fame period^ the Barba- 
riaiis had emerged from obfcurity and contempty 
and the warrmrs of Germany and Scythia were 
introduced into the provinces, as the fervants, 
the allies, and at len^h the. mailers, of the Ho- 
mans, whom they infulted or protected. The 
hatred of the people was fupprelTed by fear ; they 
refpeCted the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were invefted with the: honours of the 
empire 5 and the fate of Home had long de- 
pended on the fword of thofe formidable ftran- 
gers. The Item Ricimer, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had exercifed the power, without 
afiuming the title, of a king ; and the patient 
Romans were iirfenfibly prepared to acknow- 
ledge the royalty of Odoaeer and his Barbaric 
fucceffors. 

cteafler The King of Italy was not unworthy of the 
of oXa- Ration to which his valour and fortune had 
cer,A.D. exaltcd him 5 his favage manners were ])olillied 
476—490. habits of converlkion ; and he relpcCled, 

though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inftitu- 
lions, and even the prejudices, of his fubjcCts. 

After, 
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After an interval. of feven years, Odoacer rellored c 
the confullbip of the Weft* For hiinfelf, be mo~ ^ 
deftly, or proudly, declined an honour tvbich was 
ftill accepted by the Emperors of the Eaft; but 
the curule chair was fnccelEvely filled by eleven 
of the moft illuftrious fenators'^^ j and the lift 
is adorned by the refpedlable name of Bafiliits^ 
whofe virtues claimed the friendftiip and grateful 
Spplaufe of Sidonius, Ms client The laws of 
the Emperors were ftri^tly enforced, and the 
pivil adm'iniftration of Italy was ftili exercifed 
by the Prsstorian prasfe^, and his fubordinate 
officers. Odoacer devolved on the Roman magi- 
ftrates the odious andoppreffive talk of colledling 
the public revenue 5 but he referved for himfelf 
the merit offeafonable and popular indulgence'^^. 
Like the reft of the Barbarians, he had been in- 
ftmdted in the Arian herefy j but lie revered the 
anonaftic and epifcOpal charadters j and the 
filence of the C^atholics attefts the toleration 
wdiich they enjoyed. The peace of the city re- 

The confolar Fafll way fee found in Pagi or Muratori. The 
confuls named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fenate, appear 
to have been acknovrledged in the Eaftern empire. 

Sidonius Apolliharis (I. L epift. 9. p. az. edit. Sitiriond) has 
compared the two leading fenators of his time (A. D. 46S}» 
Gennadi us Avienus and Caecina Bafiliiis. To the former he 
afligns fpecious, to the latter the foiid, virtues of pubtic and 
private life. A. Bafilias junior, poffibly his fort, was cohful In the 
year 480. 

Epiphanius interceded for the people of Pavia; and the King 
firfL granted an indiilgcnce of five years, mcI afterwards relieved: 
them from the oppreflion of Pelagius, the Prsetorian prrefecl (£n~ 
nodius, in Vit. St. Epiphan. in Sirmond, dper, tom. i. p. 1670.' 
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quired tbe interpofition of his prsefecl Bafilius 
in the choice of a Roman pontiff: the decree 
which rellrained the clergy from alienating their 
lands, was ultimately defigned for the benefit of 
the people, whofe devotion would have been 
taxed to repair the dilapidations of the church 
Italy was protedled by the arms of its conqueror j 
and its frontiers were refpe6ted by the Barba- 
rians of Gaul and Germany, who had fo long 
infuited the feeble race of Theodofius. Odoacer 
paffed the Hadriatic, to chaftife the aifaffins of 
the Emperor Nepos, and to acquire the mari- 
time province of Dalmatia. He pafied the 
Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from 
Eava; or Feletheus, King of the Rugians, who 
held his refidence beyond the Danube. The 
King was vanquilhed in battle, and led away 
prifoner ; a numerous colony of captives and 
Tubjects was tranlplanted into Italy j and Rome, 
after a long period of defeat and difgrace, might 
claim the triumph of her Barbarian mafter 
Notwitiiftanding the prudence and fuccefs of 
Odoacer, his kingdom exhibited the fad pro- 
fpe6t of mifery and defolation. Since the age 
of Tiberius, the decay of agriculture had been 

See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 483. N'’ lo — ij. Sixteen 
years afterwards, the irregular proceedings ofBafilius were condemned 
by Pope SjTnniachus in a Roman fynod. 

The wars of Odoacer are concifely mentioned by Paul the 
Deacon (de Geft. Langobard, l.i. c. 19. p* 757. edit. Grot.), and 
in the two Chronicles of CafGodorius and Cufpinian. The life of 
St. Severinus, by Eugipplus, which the Count de Buat (Hilt, des 
Peuples, &c. tom. viii. c. x. 4. 8, 9.) has diligently ■ ftudied, illuf- 
trates the ruin of Noricum and the Bavarian antiquities. 

felt 
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the accidents of the winds and waves In the 
divifion and decline of the empire, the tributary 
harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn ; 
the numbers of the inhabitants continually di- 
minilhed with the means of fubfiftence; and the 
country was exhaufted by the irretrievable Ioffes 
of war, famine and peftilence. St. Ambrofe 
has deplored the ruin of a populous diftridl, 
which had been once adorned with the flourifli- 
ing cities of Bologna, Modena, Begiiim, and 
Placentia Pope Gelalius was a fubjedt of 
Odoacer, and he affirms, with ftrong exaggera- 
tion, that in Ailmilia, Tufcany, and the adjacent 
provinces, the human fpecies was almolt extir- 
pated The plebeians of Rome, who were 
fed by the hand of their mailer, perilhed or dif- 
appeared, as foon as his liberality was fuppreffed; 
the decline of the arts reduced the indullrious 
mechanic to idlenefs and want; and the fenators, 
who might fiipport with patience the ruin of 

Tacit. Annal. iil. 53. The Recherches fur rAdminlflration 
des Tei-res chez les Romains (p. 351 — 361.) clearly Rate the progrefs 
of internal decay. 

A famine, -whlchi affiicSled Italy at die time of the pTuption of 
Odoacer, King of the Heruli, is eloquently defcribed in profe and 
verfe, by a French poet (Les Mois, tom. ii. p. 174. ao6. edit, in 
iamo.). I am ignorant from whence he derives his infonnation ; 
but I am well allured that he relates fome fa< 5 is incompatible with 
the truth of liiftory. 

See the xxxixth epiftle of St. Ambrofe, as it is quoted by 
Muratori, fopra le Antichita Italiane, tom. i. Diflert. xxi. p. 354. 

JEmUia, Tufcia, ceterseque proviiicia: in quibus hominum 
prope nullus exfiftit. Gelafius, Epift. ad Androniachum, ap.Baro- 
pium, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 496. N” 36, 
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CHAP, tlieir country, bewailed tbeir private lofs of 

^xxxvt^ wealth and luxury. One-third of thofe ample 
efiates, to which the ruin of Italy is originally 
imputed was extorted for the ufe of the con- 
querors. Injuries were aggravated by infults i 
the fenfe of a(5tual fiilFerings was embittered by 
the fear of more dreadful evils ; and as new lands 
were allotted to new fwarms of Barbarians, each 
fenator was apprehenfive left the arbitrary fur- 
veyors ftiould approach -his favourite villa, or 
his moft profitable farm. The leaft unfortunate 
were thofe who fubraitted without a murmur to 
the power which it was impoffible to refill. Since 
they defired to live, they owed fome gratitude 
to the tyrant who had fpared their lives j and 
lince he ’was the abfolute mafter of their for- 
tunes, the portion which he left muft be ac- 
cepted as his pure and voluntary gift The 
diftrefs of Italy was mitigated by the prudence 
and Immanity of Odoacer, who had bound him- 
felfj at the price of his elevation, to ilitisfy the 
demands of a licentious and turbulent miilti- 
tude.| The kings of the Barbarians were fre- 
quently refifted, depofed, or murdered, by their 
native fubje^s ; and the various bands of 
Italian mercenaries, who iftbciated under the 

VemiHque eoafitentibu% latifundk perdidere Italiarn. PKn. 
Hift. Natur. xviii. 7. 

Such are the topics of confblatlon, or rather of patience, 
which Cicero (ad Fainiliares,' lib. ix. Epift. 17.) fiiggefts to his 
friend Papirius Pcetns, under the military de^iotlfm of Ciefar'. The 
argument, however, of “ vivere pufcherrimum eluxi,’* is more for- 
t ibly addreffed to a Roman pMIofopher, who pofTefled the free alterna- 
tive of life or death. 


ftandarcl 
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Handard of an eledlive general, claimed a larger chap. 
privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy 
deditute of national union, and hereditary right, 
liailened to its diflbliition. After a reign of four- 
teen years, Odoacer was opprefled by the fuperior 
genius of Theodoric, King of the Odrogoths, a 
hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of 
government, who redored an age of peace and 
prolperity, and whofe name dill excites and de- 
ferves tb.e attention of mankind. , 
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0}igm,Progre/s^ andEffecUoftlie Monaftic Life. 
^Converjion of the Barbarians io Clir'ftianity 
and A^ianifm* — Berfecution of the Vandals in 
Africa. — ErtinBion of Arumijm among the 
Barbarians. ; 


CHA P, 
EXXVII. 


incliffoliible coiuie6lioii of civil and ec- 
clefiallical affairs, lias compelled and en- 
couraged me to relate the progrefs, the perfecu- 
tions, the eftablilhment, the divifions, the final 
triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chrif- 
tianity. I have purpofely delayed the confide- 
ration of two religious events, interelling in the 
lliidy of human nature, and important in the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. I. The 
inflitution of the monadic life'; and, 11. The 
converfion of the northern Barbarians. 


I. The I. Prolperity and peace introduced the diftinc-*' 
tiThfe tion of mlgar and the Afcetk Chri/iians^. 
Origin of The loofe and imperfect practice of religion fa- 

tile monks. 


' The origin of the monaftic inftittition has been laborioufly dif- 
culTed by Thomafin (Difciplitie de iTglife, tom. i. p. 1419 — 147,6.) 
and Helyot, (Hill, des Ordres Monaftiqiies, tom. i. p. i — 66.). 
Thefe authors are very learned and tolerably honeft, and their dif- 
ference of opinioH fliews the fubjedl in its full extent. Yet the 
cautious Proteftant, who diftrufls auy popifli guides, may confult 
the feventh book of Bingham’s Chrillian Antiquities. 

" See Eufeb. Demonftrat. Evangel. (I. i. p. so, si. edit. Grsec. 
Rob. Stephani, Paris, I545*)* In his Eccleliaflical Iliilory, pvib- 
liflied twelve years after tlie Denionftration, Eufebius (l.il. c. 17.) 
aflerts the Clu-iftianity of the Therapeutce; but lie appears ignorant, 
that a fimilar inftitution was adlually revived in Egypt, 


ti.sfied 
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tisfied tlie eonfcience of the multitude. The cha p. 
prince or magiftrate, the foldier or merchant, re- 
con cited their fervent zeal, and implicit faith , 
witli the esercife of their profeffion, the purfnit 
of their intereft, and the indulgence of their paf- 
fions : but the Afcetics, who obeyed and abufed 
the rigid precepts of the Gofpel, were infpired 
by the favage enthufiafm, which reprefents man 
as a criminal, anel God as a tyrant. They fe»- 
rioufly renounced the bulinefs, and the pleafures, 
of the age j abjured the life of wine, of flefli, and 
of marriage j chaftifed their body, mortified theit 
affe6lions, and embraced a life of mifery, as the 
price of eternal happinefs. In tlie reign of Con- 
llantine, the Afcetics fled from a profane and 
degenerate world, to perpetual folitude, or reli- 
gious fociety. Like the fir 11 Chriftians of Jem- 
lalemh they refigned the ufe, or the property, 
of their temporal poflTeffions j eftablillied regular * 
communities of the fame fex, and a fimilar dif- 
pofition ; and afiiimed the^ names of Hermits^ 

Monks, and AnacJiorets, expreffive of their lonely 
retreat in a natural or artificial defert. They 
foon acquired the refpedt of the world, which 
they delpifed ; and the Ipudeft applaufe was be- 
ftowed on this Divine Philosophic which fur- 

pafled, 

’ Caffian (Collat. xvlii. 5.) claims .this origin for tire Inftitutioii 
•of the Ccenoiites, which gradually decayed till it was refcored by 
Anthony and his difcipies. 

Q^iKiy.aTccTov atSg'wss E^Sscra wapa ©ran mavn 

Tliefe are the expreffive words of Sozomen? ' who, co- 
pioufly and agreeably, deferibes (I.i, 0.12,15,14.) the origin and 

progreft 
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CHAP, paffecl, ‘without the aid of fcience or reafon, the 
iaborious virtues of the Grecian Ichools. The 
monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in 
the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death j 
the Pythagorean hlence and fubmiffion were re- 
vived in their fervile difcipline; and they dif 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all 
the forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to imi- 
tate a purer and more perfect model. They trod 
in the footlfeps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert^ ; and they reftored the devout and 
contem plative life, which had been inftituted by 
the Bfienians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with allonifii- 
ment a folitary people, who dwelt among the 
palm-trees near the Dead Sea 5 who fubfifted 
without money, who were propagated without 
women 5 and who derived from the di%ufl and 





progi'efe of tliis moiikifh philofophy (See Suicer, Thefaur. Ecclef. 
tom. ii. p. 1441.). Some modern writers, Lipfius (tom. iv. p. 448. 
Manpdudl. ad Philofoph. Stoic, iii. 13.), and La Mothe le Vayer 
(tom. ix. de la Vertu des Payens, p. aa8 — z6a.), have compared 
the Carmelites to the Pythagoreans, and the Cynics to the Ca- 
puchins. 

^ The Carmelites derive their pedigree, m regular fucceffion, 
from the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Beziers, A.D. 1682. in 
Bayle’s Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, CEuvres, tom. i. 
p. 83, &c. and the prolix irony of the Ordres Mouaftiques, an 
anonymous work, tora.i. p. 1—433. Berlin, 1751.). Rome, 
and the inquifition of Spain, filenced the profane criticifm of the 
Jefuits of Flanders (Heylot, Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, 
tom. i. p. 383 — 300.), and the ll»tue of Elijah, the Carmelite, has 
been eredled in the church of ' St. Peter (Voyages du P. Labat, 
tom. Hi. p. 87.}. 
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repeBtance of mankind, a perpetual fiipply of chap. 
voluntary aflbciates®. xxxvii. 

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, 
afforded the firft example of the monaffic life, and tiie 
Antony % an illiterate ® youth of the lower parts 
of Thebais, diffrihuted his patrimony % deferted A. D. 305. 
his family and native home, and executed his 
monafiic penance with original and intrepid fa- 
naticifrn. After a long and painful noviciate, 
among the tombs, and in a ruined tower, he 
boldly advanced into the defert three days jour- 
ney to the eaftward of the Nile 5 difcovered a 


® Plhi. Hlft. Natur. v. 15. Gens fola, et in toto orbe prseter 
ceteras mira> fine ulla femlna, omiii venere abdicate!, line pecunia, 
focia palmarum. Ita per feculoram millia (incredibile dlifiu) gens 
ajterna eft in qua nemo nafeitur. Tam fcecunda illis aliorum vit» 
pcenitentia eft. He places them juft beyond the noxious influence o£ 
the lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the neareft towns. The 
Laura, and monaftery of St. Sabas, could not be far diftant from this 
place. See Reland. Paleftin. tom. i. p. 295. tom. ii. p. 763. 874, 
880. 890. , 

7 See Athanaf. Op. tom. ii. p, 450 — ^305. and the Vit. Patrum, 
p. 36—74. with Rofweyde’s Annotations. The former is the Greek 
original; the latter a very ancient Latin verfion byEvagrius, the friend 
of St. Jerom. 

® rgffl5jU|LiaT» jUjK (uafisiv an «yEcr%ETO. Athanaf. tom. ii. in Vit. St. An- 
ton. p. 433. ; and the aflertion of his total ignorance has been received 
by many of the ancients and modems. But Tillemont (Mem. Ec*- 
clef. tom. vii. p. 666.) Ihews, by forae probable arguments, that Antony 
could read and write in the Coptic, his native tongue; and that he 
was only a ftranger to the Greek letters. The philofopher Synelius 
(p. 51.) acknowledges, that the natural genius of Antony did not re- 
quire the aid of learning. 

Artira autem erant ei trecentse uheres, et valde optimse (V^t. 
Patr. i. i. p. 36.). If the Arura^ be a fquare meafure of an hundred 
Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onoraafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. 1014, 
1015.), and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two 
Englilh inches (Graves, vol.i. p. 333.), the arura will confift of about 
three quarters of an Esjglifli acre. , 

louely 
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c H A P. lonely fpot, -which poffeffed the advantages of 
XXXVII. fliade and water, and fixed his laft refidence on 
Mount Colzim, near the Red Sea j where an 
ancient monaftery ilill preferves tlie name and 
memory of the faint The Gurioiis devotion 
of the Chrifiiaiis purfued him to the defert; 
and when he was obliged to appear at Alexan- 
dria, in the face of mankind, he fupported his 
fame with difcretion and dignity. He enjoyed 
the fi'iendftiip of Athanaliiis, whofe dodtiine he 
approved ; and the Egyptian peafant relpedt- 
^ fully declined a refpedlfui invitation from the 
Eihperor Gonftantine. The venerable patriarch 
(for Antony attained the age of one hundred 
and five years) beheld the numerous progeny 
which had beeti formed by his example and his 
lelTons. The prolific colonies of monks multi- 
plied with rapid increafe on the fands of Libya, 
upon the rocks of Tbebais, and in tlie cities of 
the Nile. To the fouth of Alexandria, the 
mountain, and adjacent defert, of Nitria, were 
peopled by five thoiifand anachorets ; and the 
traveller may fliil inveftigate the ruins of fifty 
monafteries, which were planted in that barren 
foil by the difciples of Antony In the Upper 

The defcription of the xnonaftery is given by Jerom. (tom. i. 
p. 348, * 49 * Vlt. Hilarion), an 4 the P. Sicard (Miffions du Levants 
tom. V. p. 132 — 200.). Their accounts cannot always be recon- 
ciled : the father painted from his fancys and the Jefuit from his ex- 
perience. 

“ Jerom, tom. i.,p,.j46. ad Euftochium. Hlft, Laufiac. c. 7. in 
¥it, Patrum? p. 712. The P. Sicard (Miffions du Levant, tom. ii. 
p. 29—79.) and has defcribed, this defert, which now gon- 

tains four monafteries, and twenty pr thirty inpnks. See D’Anville, 
Delcription de PEgypte, p. 74. 

Thebais, 
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Tiiebals, the vacant iiland of Tabeniie was 
occapied by Pacliomius and fourteen hun- 
dred of his brethreii. That holy abbot fuc- 
ceffi vely founded nine monafleries of men, and 
one of women j and the fedival of Eafter fom e- 
tiraes eolleiSted fifty tlioufand religious perfbns, 
who followed his angelic rule of difcipiine 
The flately and populous city of Oxyriiichus, 
the feat of Chriftian orthodoxy, had devoted 
the temples, the public edifices, and even the 
ramparts, to pious and charitable iifes 5 and the 
bifliop who might preach in twelve churches^ 
computed ten tlioufand females and twenty 
thoulaiid males of the monailic profefiion 
The Egyptians, who gloried in this marvellous 
revolution, were dilpofed to hope, and to be- 
lieve, that the number of the monks was equal 
to the remainder of the people ^^d pofierity 
might repeat the faying, which had formerly 
been applied to the facred animals of the fame 

Tabenne is a fmall iljancl in the Nile, in the diocefeof Tentyra 
or Dendera, between the modern town of Girge, and the laiins of 
ancient Thebes (D’Anville, p. 194.). M. de Tillemoiit doubts whether 
it was an ijle ; but I may conclude, from his own faiSts, that the pri- 
mitive name was afterwards transferred to the great monaftery of Bau 
or Pabau(Mem- Ecclef. tom. vil. p. 678, 688.). 

Sae in the Codex Regularum (publifired by Lucas Holftenlus, 
Rome, i66r.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin verfion of the Rule 
ofPachomius, tom. i. p. 61. 

Rufin. c. jf. in Vit. Patrura, p. 459. He calls it civitas ampla 
valde et populofa, and reckons twelve churches. Strabo ( 1 . xvii. 
p. 1166.) and Ammianus (xxii. 16.) have made honourable mention 
of Oxyrinchus, whofe inhabitants adored aimall filh in a magnificent 
temple. 

Quanti'populi habenturin urblbus, tanta psene habentur in deferlis 
multitudines monachoruin. Rufin. c., 7. ip Vit. Patrum, p. 461. 
He congratulates the fcH'tunate change. 

II 5 
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c H A P. country. That, in Egypt, it was lefs difficult tp 
XXXVIL a god, than a man. » 

Athanafiiis introduced into Rome the know- 
tionof the ledge and pra6lice of the monaftic life ; and a 
fchool of this new philofophy was opened by 
Home, the difcipies of Antony, who accompanied their 
A.D. 341. p^,|j^ate holy threfliold of the Vatican. 

The ftrange and favage appearance of thefe 
Egyptians, excited, at lirll, horror and con- 
tempt, and at length applaiife and zealous 
imitation. The fenators, and more efpecially 
the matrons, transformed their palaces and 
villas into religious houfes; and the narrow 
inflitutioii of Jo.' Veftals, was eclipfed by the 
frequent monaileries, which were feated on the 
rains of ancient temples, and in the midft of the 
Roman Eorum Inflamed by the example of 
Hliarionin Antony, a Syrian youth, whofe name was Hi- 
'^5 fixed his dreary abode on a fandy beach, 
between the fea.and a morafs, about feven miles 
from Gaza. The auftere penance, in which 
he perfifted forty-eight years, diffufed a fimilar 
entliufiafm ; and the holy man was followed by a 
train of two or three thoufand anachorets, when- 
ever he vifited the innumerable monafteries of 
£ntu?, Paleftine. The fame of Bafil‘® is immortal in the 
A.D.360. monaftic' 

The iiitrodudllon of the monaftic life into Home and Italy, is 
qccafionally mentioned by Jerotti (tom. i. p. 119, ij>o. 199.). 

* J See the Life of Hilarion, by St. Jerom (tom.i. p. 24 1 . a j a, The 
ftories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malclms, by the fame author, are ad- 
mirably told ; and the only defetft of thefe pleafmg compofitions is 
tlie want of truth and common fenfe. 

His original retreat was in a fmall , village on the banks of the 
iris, aot far from Neo-Ciejgurea. The ten or twevle years of his 

mcaiaftic 
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iHonaftic hiiloiy of tlie Eaft. Witli a mind j that chap. 
had tailed the learning and eloquence of Athens ; 
with an ambition, fcarcely to be fatislied by the 
archbilhopric of Caefarea, Bafil retired to a favage 
folitude in Pontus; and deigned, for a while, 
to give laws to the fpiritual colonies which he 
profufely fcattered along the coall of the Black 
Sea. In the Well, Martin of Tours a foldier, Martin m 
an hermit, a bifliop, and a faint, ellablilhed the 
monalleries of Gaul ; two thoufand of hi^ dif- 
ciples followed him to the grave ; and his elo- 
quent hiftorian challenges the deferts of Thebais, 
to produce, in a more favourable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the 
monks was not lefs rapid, or univerfal, than that 
of Chrihianity itfelf. Every province, and, at 
lafl, every city of the empire, was filled with- 
their iricreafing multitudes; and the bleak and 
barren illes, from Lerins to Lipari, that arife out 
of the Tufcan fea, were chofen by the anacho- 
rets, for the place of their voluntary exile. An 
eafy and perpetual intercoiirfe by fea and land 
connedled the provinces of the Roman world ; ' 
and the life of Hilarion difplays the facility with 
which an indigent hermit of Palelline might tra-» 

monaftic life -were difturbed by long and frequent avocations. 

Some critics have difputed the authenticity of his Afcetic rules ; 
but the external evidence is weighty, and they can only prove that it 
is the work of a real or aSedted enthufiaft. See Tiilemont, Mem. 

Ecclef. torn. ix. p. 636— -644. Helyot. Hift. des Ordres Mouaftiques, 
tom. i" p» 175 — 

See his Life, and the Three iDIalc^aes by Sulpicius Severuf^ 
who affcrts (Dialog, i. 16-), that the boofcfellers of Rome -were de- 
|ightc;d with the quick and ready fale of his popular work, 

B 3 . ■ vcrfo' 
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c HAP. verfe Egypt, embark for Sicily, efcape to Epiriig^ 
XXXVIL fettle in tbe iflancl of Cyprus Ihe 

Latin Chriftiaris embraced the religious inllitu» 
tions of Rome. The Pilgrims, who vifited J eni(k» 
lem, eagerly copied, in the moll diftant climates 
of the earth, the faithful model of tlie monaftic 
life. The difciples of Antony fpread themfelves 
beyond the tropic, over tbe Chrifliam empire of 
./Ethiopia-L The monaftery of Banchor’-^ in 
Eiintlliire, which contained above two thoufand 
brethren, difperfed a numerous colony among tbe 
Barbarians of Ireland^L' ^-nd Iona, one of the 
Hebrides, which was planted by tbe Irilli monks, 
diffufed over tbe northern regions a doubtful ray 
of fcience and fuperftition 

Thefe 

® When Illlarion failed from Pai'jetoniiim to Cape Pachynus, he 
offered to pay Ms palTagc with a book of the Gofpels. Pofthumianj 
a Gallic monk, who' had vifited Egypt, found a inerchant-fhlp 
bound from Alexandria to Marfeilles, and performed the voyage in 
thirty days (Snip. Sever. Dialog, i. i.). Athanafiiis, v’ho addrelTetl his 
Life of St. Antony to the foreign monks, was obliged to hahen the 
compofition, -that it might be ready for the failing of the fleets 
(tom.ii. p. 451.). 

See Jerom (tom. i. p. ia6.), AfTemanni, Bibliot. Orient, tom. iv, 
p. i)Z. p. 857. — 919. and Geddes, Church. Killory of ^Ethiopia, p. 29, 
30, 31. The Abyflinian monks adhere very ftridlly to the primitivr 
inflitution. 

“ Cambden’s Britannia, vol. i. p. 666, 667. 

All that learning can extradt from the rubbifli of the dark ages 
Is copioufly il.'ited by Archbifliop Ullier, in his Britannicarum Ecclefi- 
arum Antiquitates, cap. xvi. :p. 425 — 503. 

-■* This fmall though not barren fpot, Iona, Hy, or Columbkili, only 
two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has been diftinguiflied, 
I. By the monaftery of St. Columba, founded A. D. 566; whofe 
abbot exercifed an , extraordinary jurifdidllon over the' bilhops of 
Caledonia; a. By a claffic library, which afforded fome liopes 
of an entire Livy; .and, 3. By the tombs of flxty kings, 
. . X6 Scots, 
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Tliefe unhappy exiles from focial life were c ha p. 
impelled by the dark aud implacable genius of 
fuperftition. Their mutual refoludoii was fup- caufes of 
ported by the example of millions, of either fex, 

^ *pi*o^i*ds * 

of every age, and of every rank; and each pro- 
felyte, who entered the gates of a monallery, was 
perfuaded, that he trod the deep and thorn}?" 
path of eternal happinefs^b But the operation of 
thefe religious motives was variouliy determined 
by the temper and lituation of mankind. Reafon 
might fubdue, or paffion might fulpend, their 
influence : but they a6led rnoft, forcibly on the 
inflrm minds of children and females; they were 
llrengthened by fecret remorfe, or accidental 
misfortune ; and tliey might derive fome aid from 
the temporal conflderations of vanity or interell. 

It was naturally fuppofed that the pious and 
humble monks, who had renounced the world, to 
accomplifli the work of their falvation, were the 
bed qualified for the Ipiritiial government of the 
Chridians. The relu6tant hermit was torn from 
his cell, and feated, amidft the acclamations of 
the people, on the epifcopal throne: the mona- 

Scots, Irifli, and Norwegians ; who repofed in holy ground. See 
Ulher (p. 311. 360 — 370.), and Buchanan (Rer. Scot. 1 . ii. p. 15. edit. 

Ruddiman.). 

” Chryfoftom (in Hie firft tome of the Benedictine edition) has 
confecrated three books toi:he praife and defence of the monaftie life. 

He is encouraged, by the example of the ark, to prefume, that none 
but the ele<£l (the monks) can poffibly be faved ( 1 . i. p. J5 » 5 6-). Elfe- 
where indeed he becomes more merciful (l. iii. p. 83,84.), and allows 
different degrees of glory, like the fun, moon, and ftars. In this lively 
compaiifon of a king and a monk (Liiii p,ii6— lai.), he fuppofes 
(what is hardly fair) that the king \vill be more fparingly rewarded and 
more rigoroully punifhed. 

R4 fteiies 
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fteries of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the Eaft, fup« 
plied a regular fucceflSon of faints and bilhops ^ 
and ambition foon difcovered the fecret road 
•which led to the poiTeffion of wealth and ho- 
nours^®. The popular monks, whofe reputation 
was connedled with the fame and fiiecefs of the 
order, affiduoully laboured to multiply the num- 
ber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated 
themfelves into noble and opulent families; and 
the fpecious arts of flattery and fedudlioii were 
employed to fecure thofe profelytes, who might 
beftow wealth or dignity on the monallic profef- 
fion. The indignant father bewailed the lofs, 
perhaps, of an onlyfon'^’; the credulous maid 
was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of na- 
ture; ‘ and the matron alpired to imaginary per- 
fe 61 :ion, by renouncing the virtues of domellie 
life. Paula yielded to the perfuaflve eloquence 
of Jerom“®; and the profane title of mother-in- 
law of God tempted that illuftrioos widow, to 

Tliomafin (Difcipline d’Eglife> tom. i. p. 147,6 — 1469.), and 
Mabillon (Oeuvres Poftliumes, toni.ii. p. 115 — 158.). The monks 
were gradually adopted as a part of tlie ecclefiaftlcal fiierarchy. 

Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. 110.) liberally cenfures the conduct 
and writings of Chryfolbm, one of the moil eloquent and fuccefsfui 
ad’;ocates for the monaftic life. 

Jerom’s de\'out ladies form a very confiderable portion of hi$ 
works: the particular treatife, which he flyles the Epitaph of Paula 
(tom. i. p. 169— 197.), is an elaborate and extravagant panegyric. 
The exordium is ridiculoufly turgid : “If all the members of my 
“ body were changed into tongues, and if all my limbs refoundecl 
“ with a human voice, yet Ihould I be incapable,” &c. 

Socnis Dei elTe cmpifti (Jerom. p. 14c. ad Euftochium). 

Rufinus (in Hieronym. Op. torm iv- p. 773.) who was juftly fcan- 
dalized, a&s Ms adwerfarj'. From what Pagan poet he had fholen aa 
cxpreffion fo impious and abfurd ? 
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confecrate the virginity of her daughter Eullo- c H A P„ 
chium. By the advice, and in the company, of xxxvii.^ 
her fpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and 
her infant foil ; retired to the holy village of Beth- 
lem ; founded an holpitdl and four monafteries 5 
and acquired, by her alms and penance, an 
eminent and contpicuous tlation in the Catholic 
church. Such I’are and illuRrious penitents were 
celebrated as the glory and example of their age; 
but the monaileries were filed by a crowd of ob- 
fciire and abjedl plebeians % who gained in the 
cloy Her much more than they had facriiiced ia 
the world. Peafants, haves, and mecbahics, 
might efcape from poverty and contempt, to a 
fafe and honourable profeffion 5 wbofe apparent 
barclhiips w^ere mitigated by cuhom, by popular 
applaule, and by the fecret relaxation of dif. 
cipline^h The fubjedls of Rome, wliofe perfons 
and fortunes -were made relponfible for unequal 
and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref 
fion of the Imperial government; and the puhP 
lanimous youth preferred the penance of a mo- 
naftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The 

Ntmc autem veniunt pkrumqiie ad hanc profefiJoiiera fervitutis 
Deij et ex conditione fervilij vei etiam liberati, veU propter hoc a 
Dominis liberati five libei”uidi ; et ex vita riifticana, et ex opifi- 
cmn exercitatione, et plebeio labore. Auguftin. de Oper.. MoHach, 
c. -sz. ap. Thomaflin. DiicipKne de I’Eglife, tom. iii. p. 1094. The 
Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius, owned that he led a more 
comfortable life as a monk, than as a Qiepherd. See Tillsmont, 

Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiv. p. 679. 

A Dominican friar (Voyages du F. Lahat, tom.i. p. ro.)^ 
who lodged at Cadiz in a convent of Ms brethren, foon nnderftood, 
that their repofe was never interrupted by nodfaraal devotioii* 

(jitoitpjo’ii ne laiffe pas de fonner pour ^edification du peuple.” . 
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c H A R affrigli ted provincials of every rank, who fled be» 
the Barbarians, found flielter and fubfiftence; 
whole legions were buried in thefe religions 
fandliiaries ; and the fame caufe, which relieved 
the diftrefs of individuals, impaired the ftrength 
and fortitude of the empire 

Obedience The monailic profeffion of the ancients was 
an a6l of voluntary devotion. The inconftant 
fanaticwas threatened with the eternal vengeance 
of the God whom he deferted : but the doors of 
the monatlery w’ere ftill open for repentance. 
Thofe monks, whofe confcience was fortified by 
reafon or paflion, were at liberty to refume the 
character of men and citizens; and even the 
fpoufes of Chrift might accept the legal embraces 
of an earthly lover The examples of fcandal, 
and the progrefs of fuperflition, fuggefted the 
propriety of more forcible reftraints. After a fuf- 


Sue a very fenfible preface of Lucas Holfteniiis to tbe Codes 
Regularum. The emperors attempted to fupport the obligation 
of public and private duties; but tlie feeble dykes were fwept 
away by tbe torrent of fuperflition ; and Juftinian furpafied the moft 
fangtiine wUhes of the monks (Thoraaflin, tom. i. p. 178a— 1799. 
and Bingham, 1 . vii. c. 3. p. 853.). 

The monailic inftitutions, particularly thofe of Egypt, about 
the year 400, are defcribed by four curious and devout travellers ; 
Rulinus (Vit. Patrum, Lii.iii. p. 424— 536.), Pofthumian (Sulp. 
Sever. Dialog, i.), Palladius Hill. Laufiac. in Vit. Patrum, p. 709 — 
863.), and Caffian (fee in tom. vii. Bibliothec. Max. Patrum, his 
four fii-ft books of Inftitutes, and the twenty-four Collations or 
Conferences). , 

33 The example of Malchus (Jerom. torn. i. p. 356.), and the 
defign of Caffian and his friend (Collation xxiv. i.}, are incon- 
teftible proofs of their freedom; which is elegantly defcribed by 
Erafmus in his Life of St. Jerom. See ‘Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, 
torn. vi. p. 379— 300. 
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Hcient trial, the fidelity of the novice was fecured CHAP, 
by a foleinn and perpetual vow 5 ^nd his irrevo- 
cable engagement was ratified by the laws of the 
church and ftate. A guilty fugitive was purfued, 
arrefted and reftored to his perpetual pritbn ; and 
the interpofition of the magiftrate opprefied the 
freedom and merit, which had alleviated, in fome 
degree, the abject llavery of the monadic dif- 
cipline^"^. The adlions pf a monk, his words, 
and even his thoughts, were deternimed by an 
inflexible nile^-% or a capricious fuperior; the 
flighted ofiences were corre6ted by difgrace or 
confinement, extraordinary fads or bloody flagel- 
lation ; and difobedience, murmur, or delay, 
were ranked in the catalogue of the mod heinous 
fins A blind fubmilfion to the commands of 

See the laws of Jiiftinian (Novel, cxxiii, N’4a.), and of 
Lewis the Pious (in the hiftorians of France, tom. vi. p. 447.), 
and the atSlual jurifprudence of Franpe, iti Deailfart (D,ecifion?, &.c. 
tom. iv. p. 855, Ac.). 

The ancient Codex Regularum, collected, by Benedidl Ania- 
nlnus, tlie reformer of the monlts in the beginning of the ninth 
century, and publiflied in the feventeenth, by Lucas Holftenius, 
contains thirty different rules for men and women. Of thefe, 
feven ' were compofed in Egypt, one in the Eaft, one in Cappado- , 
cia, one In Italy, one iir Africa, four in Spain, eight In Gaul, or France, 
and one in England. 

The rule of Columbanus, fo prevalent in the Weft, Inflidls 
one hundred lafiies for very flight offences (Cod. Reg. part iii| 
p. 174.). Before the time of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged 
themfelves in mutilating their monks, or putting out their eyes ; 
a punifhmeiit much lefs cruel tlian the ti’einendbus •vade in face 
(the fubterraneous dungeon, or fepulchre), wdiicli was afterwards 
invented. See an admirable difcourfe of the learned Mablllon 
(Oeuvres Pofthuraes, tom. ii. p. aai — 336.}; who, on this occafion, 
feems to be Infpired by the genius of humanity. For fuch an 
effort, I can forgive his defence of the holy tear of Vcndome 
(p- 361— 399-)* 
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the abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal, 
they might feem, was the n’tog 
firll virtue of the Egyptian monte ; and then 
oatience was frequently exercifed by the moft 

extravagant trials. They were direaed to remove 

an enormous rock ; aSduoufly to water a barren 
ftaff, that was planted in the ground, ^1, at the 
end of three years, it fliould vegetate and bloffom 
like a tree; to walk into a fiery furnace ; or to 
call their infant into a deep pond ; and feveral 
faints, or madmen, have been immortauzed m 
monaftic fiory, by their thoughtlels, and leatlefe, 
obedience^. The freedom of the mind, the 
fource of every generous and rational fentiment, 
was dellroyed by the habits of credulity and 
fubmiflion ; and the monk, contrafiting the 
vices of a llave^ devoutly followed tlie faith and 
pafflons of his ecclefiaftical tyrant The peace 
of the Ealtern church was invaded by a iwarm oi 
fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or liu- 
ro-inity ; and the Imperial troops acknowledged, 
without lhaine, that they were much lefs appre- 
henfive of an encounter with the fierceft Bar, 
harians'L 

31 Snip. Sever. Dialog, i. X3- p. 53 a» Caffian. Mittit 
1 I- c 26 27. « Prseclpua ibi virtus et prima eft obedientja., 

tbe vetba feniorum (m L v. p. tbj 

fourteentli libel or dilcotirfe is on tbe ftibjedl of obedience; ami 
the Jeftiit Rofwcvde, who publi&ed that huge volume for the ufe 
of 'convents, has coHecfted all the fcattered paflages m Ins, Uvq 

(Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftorjrj, vcl. h% p. x6i.> 
has obferved the fcandalous valour of the Cappadocian momcs 
udilcli was exemplified in the banilhment of Chryloftom., 

Super-! 
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Superftition has often framed and confecrated c H A P. 
thefantaflic garments of the monks but their 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from Theirdref$ 
their uniform attachment to a limple and primi- andiubi- 
ti¥e model, which the revolutions of falhion 
have made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. 

The father of the Benedidlines exprefsiy dif- 
claims all idea of choice or merit ; and foberly 
exhorts his difciples to adopt the coarfe and 
convenient drefs of the countries which they 
may inhabit The monadic habits of the an- 
cients varied with the climate, and their mode 
of life ; and tiiey alfumed, with the fame indif- 
ference, the dieep-lkin of the Egyptian pea- 
fants, or the cloak of the Grecian philofophers. 

Tiiey allowed therafelves the ufe of linen in 
Egypt,, where it was a cheap and doinedic ma- 
il ufa6ture ; but in the Weil, they reje6led fuch 
an expenfive article of foreign luxury'^'. It was 
the pradlice of the monks either to cut or iliave 
their hair j they wrapped tlieir heads in a cowl, 
to efcape the fight of profiine objects ; their 
legs and feet were naked, except in the ex- 
treme cold of winter ; and their flow and feeble 
Heps were fupported by a long ftaff The af- 
pedl of a genuine anaclioret was horrid and 
difguiling : every fenfation tiiat is ofienfive to 

® Caflian has firaply, though copioufly, defcribed the itionaffic 
habit of Egypt (Inftitut. 1. i.), to which Sozomen (l.iii. c. 14.) 
attributes lucli allegorical meaning and virtue. 

Regul. Benedict. N°55. in Cod. ReguL part ii. p. 51. 

See the Rule of Ferreolusj bifhop of Ufpz (N'31. in CocJ. 

Regul. part. ii. p, 136.), and of Ifidorej;biihop of Seville (N' 13. in 
Cod. Regul. part, ii. p. 214. ). ' 
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c H A P. iAaiij was thought acceptable to God; and 
xxxviL the angelic rule of Tabenne condemned the 
lalutary cuftom of bathing the limbs in water,, 
and of annointiiig them with oil The aiiftere 
monks dept on the ground, on a hard mat, or 
a rough blanket: and the lame bundle of palm- 
leaves ferved them as a feat in the day, and a 
pillow in the night. Their original cells were 
low narrow huts, built of the llighteft materials ; 
which formed, by the regular dillribution of the 
dreets, a large and populous village, inclofing 
within the common wall, a church, an hofpital, 
perhaps a library, fome neceffary- offices, a 
garden, and a fountain or refervoir of frelli 
water. Thirty or forty brethren compofed a 
family of feparate difcipline and diet; and the 
great monalleries of Bgypt conlifled of thirty or 
forty families. 

Tkirdiet. Pleafiire and guilt are lynonynious terms in 
the language of the monks ; and they had dif- 
covered, by experience, that rigid falls and ab- 
demioiis diet, are the molt effectual prefer- 
vatives againll the impure delires of the 
llefli'^k The rules of abftinence, wdiich they 

Some partial Indulgences -were granted for the hands and feet. 
“ Totum autem corpus nemo unguet nifi caufa infii-mitatis, nec 
lavabltur aquaaudo corpore, nifi languor perfpicuus fit.” (Regul. 
Pachom. xcli. part i, p. 78.) 

St. Jerom, In ftrong,,but indlfcreet, language, expreffes the mofl; 
important ufe of faffing and abftinence : “ Non quod Deus univerfi- 
« tatis Creator et Dominus, inteftinorum noftrorum rugitu, et inanl« 
tate yentris, pulmonifque ardore. deiedlatur, fed quod aliter pudi- 
“ citia tuta efie nonpoffit.” (Op. tom. i. p. 137, ad Euftochium.” 
See the twelfth and twenty-fecond Collations of Ciiffian, r/t? Cajiitate^ 
and de llbifiohibvis NoSurms. 
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iiiipofed, or pra6tifed5 were i?ot uniform or per- 
petual: the cheerful feftival of the Pentecoll 
was balanced by the extraordinary mortification 
of Lent : the fervour of new monafteries was 
infenfibly relaxed ; and the voracious appetite 
of the Gauls could not imitate the patient and 
temperate virtue of the Egyptians The 
difciples of Antony and Pachomius were fatis- 
lied with their daily pittance of twelve ounces 
of bread, or rather bifcuit^b which they di- 
vided into two frugal repafts of the afternoon 
and of the evening. It was efteemed a merit, 
and almoft a duty, to ahftain from the boiled 
vegetables, which were provided for the re- 
fe(Slory; but the extraordinary bounty of the 
abbot fometimes indulged them with the luxury 
of cheefe, fruit, fallad, and the fmall dried 
.fifli of the Nile A more ample latitude of 

E( 3 acitas in Grsecis gula eft» in Gallis natura (Dialog, i. c. 4. 
jai.). Cafliaft fairly own^, that the perfed model of abftinence 
cannot be imitated in Gaul, on account of the aerem temperies, and 
the qualitaa nollree fragllitatis (Inftitut. iv. ii.). Among the Weftem 
rules, that of Columbanus is the moft auftere ; he had been educated 
amidft the poverty of Ireland, as rigid perhaps, and inflexible, as the 
abftemious virtue of Egypt. The rule of Ifidore of Seville is the 
Hiildeft: on holidays he allows the u(e of flefli. 

« Thofe who drink only water, and have no nutritious liquor, 
ought at leaft to have a pound and a half twenty-four ounces j of 
bread ev»y day.” State of Piifous, p. 40. by Mr. Howard. 

See CafSan, Collat. I. ii. 19, ao, ai. The fmaU loaves, or bif- 
cuit, of fix ounces each, had obtained the name of Paxmacia (Rof- 
weyde, Onomafticon, p, 1045.). Pachomius, however, allowed his 
monks fome latitude in the quantity of their food; but he made them 
work in proportion as they eat (Pallad. in Hift. Laufiac. c. 38, 39. in. 
Vit.Patrum, 1 . viii. p. 736, 737.), 

See the banquet to which Caffian (Collation viii. x.) was invited 
by Sercnusji an Egyptian abbot. 
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c H A P. fea and river fifii was gradually allowed gf 
^ XXXVII. . but the ufe of flefli was long confined 

to the lick or travellers ; and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monafleries of Europe^ 
a fingiilar diflin6lion was introduced ; as if 
birdsj whether wild or doineflic, had been lefs 
profane than the grofier animals of the field. 
Water w^as the pure and innocent beverage of 
the primitive monks ; and the founder of tlie 
Benedidlines regrets the daily portion of half 
a pint of wine, which had been extorted from 
him by the intemperance of the age'^h Such 
an allowance might be eafily fupplied by the 
vineyards of Italy ; and his vidtorious dif- 
ciples, who palled the Alps, the PJnne, and 
the Baltic, required, in the place of wine, 
an adequate compeiifation of flrong beer or 
cyder. 

Their ma- The Candidate who alpired to the virtue of 
hour evangelicalpoverty, abjured at his firfl entrance 
into a regular community, the idea, and even 
the name, of all feparate or exclufive poffef- 
llon The brethren were fupported by their 
manual labour ; and the duty of labour was 

See the Rule of St.BenediA (N^ 39, 40. in God. Reg. part ii. 
p. 41, 43.). Licet legiimus vinum omnino mouachorum non elTe, fed- 
quia nbftris temporlbus id monacMs perfuaderi non poteft ; he allows 
them a Roman a meafure which may be afcertained from Ar- 
buthnot’s Tables. 

Such expreffions, as book, cloak, mji flioes (Cafiian. In- 
ftltut. I. iv. c. 1 3-) were not lefs feverely prohibited among the VVelteni 
ihoiiks (Cod. Regal, partii. p. 174. 335. a88.); and the Rule of Go- 
lumbanus puniflied them with fix lafhes. The ironical author of 
the Ordres Monajiiques, w'ho laughs at the foolifh nicety of modcnt 
convents, feems ignorant that the ancients were equally abfurd. 

I flrenuoufly 
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Ilrenuoiifly recommended as a penance, as an cha p. 
exercife, and as the raofi laudable means offe- 
curing tbeir daily fubfiftence The garden, 
and fields^ which the indullry of the monks had 
often refcued from the foreft of the morafs, were 
diligently cultivated by their hands. They per- 
formed, without reliidtance, the menial offices of 
Haves and domeilics; and the feveral trades that 
were iieceffary to provide their habits, their uten- 
fi Is, and their lodging, were exercifed within the 
precin<5ls of the great monaiteries. The monaftic 
Hudies have tended, for the moll part, to darken 
rather than to . difpei, the cloud of fiiperllition. 

Yet the curiolity or zeal of fome learned folita- 
ries has cultivated the eccleliailical, and even the 
profane, fciences : and pofterity mull gratefully 
acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and 
lloman literature have been preferved and mul- 
tiplied by their indefatigable pens But the 
more humble induflry of the monks, efpecially 
in Egypt, was contented with the filent, feden- 

Two great matters of ecclefiaftlcal fcience, the P, Thomaflln 
(Dlfclpline de I’Eglife, tom. iii. p. 1090 — ii39.)> and the P. Ma- 
billon (Etudes Monaftiques, tom. i. p. 116 — have feriowlly 
examined the manual labour of the monks, which the former confi- 
ders as a and the latter as a 

Mabillon. (Etudes Monaftiques, tom.i. p. 47 — SS-) has col- 
ledled many curious fails to juftify the literary labours of his pre- 
deceflbrs, both in the Eaft and Weft. Books were copied in the 
ancient monafteries of Egypt (Caffian. Inftitut. 1 . iv. c. 12.), and 
by the difciples of St. Martin (Sulp., Sever, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. 
p.473.). Cafliodorius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudies 
of the iponks; and fhall not be fcandajized, if their pen 
fometimes wandered from Chryfoftom and Auguftin, to Homer and 
Virgil. 
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c HAP. tary, occupatioiij of making wooclen fandalSj or 
^XXXVn. twifting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and balkets. The fuperfluous ftock, which was 
not confumed in domeftic life, fupplied, by trade, 
the wants of the community : the boats of Ta- 
benne, and the other monafteries of Thebais, de- 
fcended the Nile as far as Alexandria; and, in 
a Chriftian market, the fandtity of the workmen 
might enhance the intrinfic value of the work. 
Their But the neceflity of manual labour was infen- 
riches. fuperfeded. The novice was tempted to 

bellow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life ; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceffions of legacy or inheritance Melania 
, contributed her plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of lilver ; and Paula contradled an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
monks; who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and penance to a rich and liberal fm- 
ner Time continually increafed, and acci- 
dents could feldom diminifli, the eftates of the 
popular monafteries, which fpread over the ad- 

” Thomaffin (Difdpline de l’EgUfe> toin. iii. p. 118. 145, 146. 
171 — 179.) has examined the revolution of, the civil, canon, and 
common, law. Modem France confirms the death which monks 
have Inflidted on themfelves, and juftly deprives them of ail right 
of inheritance. 

” See Jerom (tom. 5 . p. 176. 183.). The monk Pambo made a 
fublime anfwer to Melania, who wilhed to fpecify the value of her 
gift: « Do you offer it to me, or to God ? If to God, he who 
fufpends the mountains in a balance, need not be informed of 
“ the weight of your plate.” (Pallad. Hift. Laufiac. c. 10. in the 
Vit. Patrum, 1 . yiu. p. 715.). 

: jacent 
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jacent country and cities: and, in the firft cen- 
tury of their inftitution, the infidel Zofimushas 
inalicioufly obferved, that, for the. benefit of the 
poor, the Chriflian monks had reduced a great 
part of mankind to a date of beggary/'^* As 
long as they maintained their original fervour, 
they approved themfelves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent ftewards of the charity which 
was entrufled to their care* But their difcipline 
was corrupted by profperity: they gradually 
afiumed the pride of wealth, and at lad indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worfhip, and the decent motive of eretSling 
durable habitations for an immortal fociety. 
But every age of the church has accufed the 
licentioufiiefs of the degenerate monks: who 
no longer remembered the objedt of their inditii- 
tion, embraced the vain and fenfual pleafures of 
the world, which they had renounced -'5, and 
fcandaloufly abufed the riches which had been 
acquired by the audere virtues of their foiind- 

To woW mticotravro, la-gotposo'Et twi jMroiStSoyoii ctkvtc* 

( 5 jT«% 0 E?j <w«vto; (w; mrm) WTCoxaf 5cc4l»r»itraylEj. Zofim, 1 . v. p. 325. 
Yet the wealth of the Eaftern monks was far furpafled by the princely 
greatnefs of the Benedidllnes. 

The fixth general council (tlie Quinlfext In Trullo, Canon xlvii. 
in Beveridge, tom. i. p. ai3.) reftrains women from paffing the night 
in a male, or men in a female, monaftery. The feventh general 
council (the fecond Nicene, Canon XX. in Beveridge, tom.i. p.sa^.) 
prohibits the eredllon of double or promifcuous monafteries of both 
fexes; but it appears from Balfamon, that the prohibition was not 
effedlual. On the irregular pleafures and expences of the clergy and 
fee ThomalEn, tom. iii. p. ia34— *3.68. 
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c H A P. ers^®.‘ Their natural defcent, from fucli painful 
xxxvii. dangerous virtue, to the common vices of 
^ IiLimanit}', will not, perhaps, excite much grief or 
indignation in the mind of' a philofopher. 

Their fo- The lives of the primitive monks were con- 
htude. fm-ned in penance and foiitudej undifturbecl by 
the various occupations which fill the time, and 
exercife the faculties, of reafbnable, a6tive, and 
focial beings. Whenever they were permitted 
to flep beyond the precin6ls of the monaftery, 
two jealous companions were the mutual guards 
and fpies of each others adlionsj and, after their 
return, they were condemned to forget, or, at 
lead, to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or 
heard in the world. ^ Strangers, who profeffed 
the orthodox faith, were hofpitably entertained 
in a feparate apartment; but their dangerous 
converfation was reflridled to foine chofen elders 
of approved diferetion and fidelity. Except in 
their prefence, the monadic Have might not 
receive the vifits of his friends or kindred; and 
it was deemed highly meritorious, if he afflidled 
a tender lifter, or an aged parent, by the obfti- 
nate refufal of a word or look The monks 
themfelves paffed their lives, without perfonai 

I have fomewhere heard or read the frank confefilon of a Bene- 
diifline abbot: My vow of poverty has given me an hundred 

« thoufand crowns a year; my vow of obedience has raifed me 
to the' ranlc of a fovereign prince.”' — I forget the confequences 
of his vow of chaftity. 

” Pior, an Egyptian monk, allowed his filler to fee him : but he 
flmt his eyes during the whole vifit. See Vit. Patrum, 1, Hi. p. 504. 
Many fuch examples might be added. 
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attaclinaents, amons: a crowd, which had been chap. 
formed by accident, and was detained, in the ^ 
fame prifon, by force or prejudice, lleclirfe fli- 
natics have few ideas or fentiments to commu- 
nicate j a fpecial licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar vifits ; 
and, at their file nt meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowls, inacceffible, and almoft invilible, 
to each other Study is the refoiirce of foli- 
tude: but education had not pi’epared and qua- 
lified foi* any liberal fludies the mechanics and 
peafixnts, who filled the monaflic communities. 

They might work: but the vanity of fpiritual 
perfedlion was tempted to difdain the exercife 
of manual labour ; and the induflry mufl be faint 
and languid, wdiich is not excited by the fenfe 
of perfonal interefb. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might Theh-de. 
employ the day, which they paffed in their cells, 
either in vocal or mental prayer : they affembled 
in the evening, and they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worfliip of the monaflery. , 

The precife moment was determined by the flars, 
which are feldom clouded in the ferene llcy of 
Egypt j and a ruflic horn or trumpet, the fignal 
of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence of 
the defert Even fleep, the laft refuge of the 

5' The 7t]ij Stii, a9thj 30th, 31ft, 34th, 5 7tli} 6otIi, 86tli, and 95tll 
articles of the Rule of Pachomius, impofe moft intolerable laws of 
filencc and mortification. 

5) The diurnal and notSlumal prayers of the monks are copioufly 
difcuffed by Caffian in the third and fourth books of his Inllitu- 
ticns; and he conftantly prefers the^Iiturgy, which an angci had 
didlated to the monafteries of Tabeniie. 

33. unhappy. 
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€ H AP. nnliappy, was rigoroufly meafared ; the vacant 
hours of the monk heavily rolled along, with- 
out bufinefs or pieafure; and before the dole of 
each day, he had repeatedly accufed the tedious 
progrefs of the fun*“. In this comfortlels ftate, fu- 
perdition ftili purfiied and tormented her wretch- 
ed votaries ‘h The repofe which they had fought 
in the cloifter was diflurbed by tardy repen tan ce, 
profane doubts, and guilty defires ; and, while 
they confidered each natural impiilfe as an un- 
pardonable fin, they perpetually trembled on the 
edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. From 
the painful ftruggles of difeafe and delpair, thefe 
unhappy vidtiras were fometimes relieved by mad- 
' nefs or death ; and, in the fixth century, an hof- 
pital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmail portion 
of the auftere penitents, who were deprived -of 
their fenfes^^ Their vifions, before they at- 
tained this extreme and acknowledged term of 
frenzy, have aflbrded ample materials of fiiperna* 
tiiral hi/lory. It was their firm perfuaflon, that 

Caffian, from Ws ”own experience, defcribes the acedia, or 
liftleflnefs of mind and body to -which a monk was expofed, when 
he fighed to find himfelf alone. Saepinfque egreditur et ingreditur 
cellara, et Solem velut ad occafum tardius properantem crebrins 
intuetur (Inftitut. x. i.). 

®' The temptations and fufFerings of Stagirius were communi- 
cated by that unfortunate youth to his friend St. Chryfoftom. See 
Middleton’s Works, vol.i. p. 107 — iio. Something fimilar intro- 
duces the life of every faint j and the famous Inigo, or Ignatius, 
the founder of the Jefuits (Vide d’Inigo de Guipofcoa, tom.i. p. 39 
"—38.) may ferve as a memorable example. 

Fleury, Hift. Ecclefiaftique, tom. vii. p. 46. I have read 
fomewhere, in the Vitas Patrurn, but I cannot recover the place, 
that federal,! believe many, of the monks, who did not reveal their 
temptations to the abbot, became guilty of filicide. 
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tlie air which they breathed, was peopled with G H A 
invifible enemies j with innumerable dsemons, 
who watched every occafion, and affumed every 
form, to terrify, and above 'all to tempt, their 
unguarded virtue. The imagination, and even 
the fenfes, were deceived by the illufions of dif«. 
tempered fanaticifm ; and the hermit, whofe mid- 
night prayer was opprelTed by involuntary fliim- 
ber, might eaiily confound the phantoms of 
horror or delight, which had occupied his deep- 
ing, and his waking dreams 

The monks were divided into two clafTes : the The c<k- 
CcenobiteSy who lived under a common, and re- 
gular, difcipline j and the Anachorets, who m- chorets. 
diilged their unfocial, independent fanaticifm 
The moll devout, or the moft ambitious, of the 
fpiritual brethren, renounced the convent, as they 
had renounced the world. The fervent mona- 
lleries of Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were fur- 
rounded by a Laura a diftant circle of folitary 

See the feventh and eighth Collations of Caflian, who gravely 
examines, why the dsemons were grown lefs adlive and numerous 
fince the time of St. Antony. Rofweyde’s copious index tot the 
Vitas Patrum will point out a variety of infernal fcenes. The devils 
were molt formidable in a female lhape. 

For the diftinition of the Cmnobites and the Hermits^ efpecially 
in Egypt, fee Jerom (tom.i. p.45* ad Rufticum) the foil Dialogue 
of SulpiciuS Sevenis, Rufinus (c. %%» in Vit. Patrum, i. ii. p. 478.}, 

Paladius (c. 7. 69. in Vit. Patrum, 1 . viii. p. 71a. 758.), and. above 
all, the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Caflian. Thefe 
writers, who compai'e the common, and folitary life, reveal the 
abufe and danger of the latter. 

' 5 Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclefiaft. tom. ii. p. aoj. 318. Thoiri'aflin 
(Difciplme de FEglife, torn.!, p. 1501, 1503.) gives. a- good account 
of thefe cells. When Gerafimus founded his monaftery, in the wil- 
dernefs of Jordan, it %vas accompanied by a Laura of feventy cells. 

s 4 . cells; 
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CHAP, cells'; and tile extravagant penance of the Hermits 
xxxvii,^ •wasftimulatedb 37 appiaufe and emulation They 
funk under tlie painful weight of erodes and 
chains; and their emaciated limbs were confined 
by collars, bracelets, gauntlets, and greaves, of 
inaffy and rigid iron. All fiiperhuous incum- 
brance of drefs they cdnteinptiioufly call away ; 
and fome lavage faints of both fexes have been 
admired, whofenaked bodies wereonly covered by 
their longhair. They afpired to reduce themfelves 
to the rude and miferable date in wdiich the hu- 
man brute is fcarcely didinguillied above bis kin- 
dred animals : and a numerous fe61: of Anachorets 
derived their name from their humble practice of 
grazing in the fields of Mefopotamia with the 
common herd'’’. They often iifurped the den of 
fome -wild bead whom they affected to refemble ; 
they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern 
which art or nature had fcooped out of the rock 5 
and the marble quarries of Thebais are dill in-? 
feribed with the monuments of their penance^k 
The mod perfect hermits are fuppofed to have 
paded many days without food, many nights 
without deep, and many years without fpeaking ; 

Theodoretj in a large volume (tlxe Pliilotlietis in Vit. Patrum, 
Lix. p. 793 — 863.) has colledled the lives and miracles of thirty 
Anachorets. Evagrius ( 1 . i. c. la.) more briefly celebrates the monks 
and hermits of Pafeftine. 

Sozomen, l. vi. c. 33. The great St. Ephrem compofecl a pa- 
negyric on thefe 8 o!SKoi, or grazing monks (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclei: 
tom.viii. p. 393.). 

‘“ The’P. Sicard (MIffions du Levant, tom. h. p. 317 — 333.) 
examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais with wonder and de- 
votion. The Infcriptlons are iri the old Syriac charader, which was 
ufed by the Chriilians of HabylBnia. 

- ■ ■ . aiK^ 
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and glorious was the man (I ahufe that name) c H A P. 
who contrived any cell, or feat, of a peculiar 
conftrudtion, which might expofe him, in the 
moil inconvenient poflure, to the inclemency 
of the feafons. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftic life, the Simeon 
name and genius of Simeon Stylites®^ have been 
immortalized by the fingular invention of an 395— 451. 
aerial penance. At the age of thirteen, the 
young Syrian deferted the profeffion of a Ihep- 
herd, and threw himfelf into an auftere moniaf- 
tery. After a long and painful noviciate, in 
wdiich Simeon was repeatedly faved from pious 
filicide, he eflabliflied his refidence on a moun- 
tain about thirty or forty miles to the call of 
Antioch. Within the fpace of 2^, raa^idara, or 
circle of Hones, to which he had attached him- 
felf by a ponderous chain, he afcended a column,, 
which was fucceffively raifed from the height of 
nine, to that of fixty, feet from the ground 7°. 

In this laft, and lofty, flation, the Syrian Ana- 
choret refilled the heat of thirty fummers, and 
the cold of as many winters. Habit and exercife 
infirudled him to maintain, his dangerous fitua- 
tion without fear or giddinefs, and fucceffively to 
alfuine the different poHures of devotion. He 
fbmetimes prayed in an ere 6 l attitude, with his 

gee Theodoret (in Vit. Patram, 1 . Ix. p. 848 — 854.)) Antony 
(in Vit. Patrum, l.i. p. 170 — •177.)> Cofmas (In Alleman. Bibliot. 

Oriental, tom.i. -253.), Evagrius (l.i, c. 13, 14.), andTille- 

mont (Mem. Ecdef. tom. XV. p. 347— 39?.). . . 

’ ' The narrow circumference of two cubits, of three feet, which 
Evagrius affigns for the fummit of the column, is inconfiftent with 
reafon, with fads, and with tlie rules of architedure. The people 
' who faw it from below might be eafily deceived. 



266 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c HAP. out-ftr etched arms, in the figure of a crofs; but 
familiar practice was that of bending his 
meagre ll^ieleton from the forehead to the feet 5 
and a curious ipedlator, after numbering twelve 
hundred and forty-four repetitions, at length de- 
fifted from the endlefs account. The progrefs 
of an ulcer in his thigh might ftiorten, but it 
could not difturb, this celejtial life ; and the pa- 
tient Hermit expired, without defcending from 
his column. A prince who fliould capricioufly 
iiiflidl fuch tortures, would be deemed a tyrant j 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to 
impofe a long and miferable exiflence on the 
reludlant vi6lims of his cruelty. This voluntary 
martyrdom muft have gradually deflroyed the 
fenfibility both of the mind and bodyj nor can 
it be prefumed that the fanatics, who torment 
themfelves, are fufceptible of any lively afiPe6lion 
for the reft of mankind. A cruel unfeeling 
temper has diftinguiflied the monks of every 
age and country : their ftern indifference, which 
is feldom mollified by perfbnal friendfhip, is in- 
flamed religious hatred j and their mercilefs 
zeal has ftreniioully adminiftered the holy ofliee 
of the Inquifition. 

Miracles The mouaftic faints, who excite only the con- 
Sp Jdie ferapt and pity of a philofopher, were refpedted 
monks, and almoft adored, by the prince and people. 

I muft not conceal a piece of ancient fcandal concerning the 
origin of this ulcer. It has been reported, that the Devil, alTuming 
an angelic form, invited him to afcend, like Elijah, into a fiery 
chariot. The faint too haftily raifed his foot, and Satan feized the 
moment of inflitfting this chaftifement on his vanity. 


Succef- 
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Succeffive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and c h a p. 
India fainted the divine pillar of Simeon ; the xxxvil 
tribes of Saracens difputed in arms the honour 
of his benedi<aion ; the queens of Arabia and 
Perfia gratefully confefled his fupernatural vir- 
tue 5 and the angelic Hermit was confulted by 
the younger Theodofiiis, in the moll important 
concerns of the church and Hate. His remains 
were tranfported from the mountain of Teleniffa, 
by a folemn proceffion of the patriarch, the 
mafter-general of the Eafl, lix bifliops, twenty- 
one counts or tribunes, and fix thoufand foldiers , 
and Antioch revered his bones, as her glorious 
ornament and impregnable defence. The fame 
of the apoftles and martyrs was gradually eclipfed 
by thefe recent and popular Anachorets *, the 
Chriflian world fell proflrate before their flirines 5 - 
and the miracles afcribedto their relics exceeded, 
at leafl in number and duration, the fpiritual 
exploits of their lives. But the golden legend 
of their lives was embellifhed by the artful 
credulity of their interefted brethren 5 and a 
believing age was ealily perfuaded, that the 
flightefl caprice of an Egyptian or a Syrian 
monk, had been fufficient to interrupt the eter- 
nal laws of the imiverfe. The favourites of 
Heaven were accuftomed to cure inveterate dif- 
eafes with a touch, a word, or a diftant inefTagei 

I know not how to fele<a or fpecify the miracles contained in 
the FitiS Patruni of Rofweyde, as the number very much exceeds 
the thoufand pages of that voluminous work. An elegant Ipecimen 
may be found in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severus) and his Life of 
St. Martin. He reveres the monks of Egypt; yet he infults thena 
with die remark) that they never raifed the dead ; whereas the Bilhop 
*f Tours had reftored dead men to life. 

and 
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and to expel the moft obftinate dcsmons from 
the fouls, or bodies, which they poffeffed. They 
familiarly accofted, or inaperioufly commanded, 
the lions and ferpents of the defert ; infufed ve- 
getation into a faplefs trunk; fufpended iron on 
the furface of the water ; paffed the Nile on the 
back of a crocodile, and refreflied themfelves in 
a fiery furnace. Thefe extravagant tales, which 
difplay the fidlion, without the genius, of poetry, 
have ferioufly afiedled the reafon, the faith, and 
the morals, of the Chriftians. Their credulity 
debafed and vitiated the faculties of the mind ; 
they corrupted the evidence of hiftory ; and 
fuperftition gradually extinguiflied the hollile 
light of philofophy and fcience. Every mode of 
religious worfhip which had been pra^tifed by 
the faints, every myfterious do6trine which they 
believed, w^as fortified by the fandlion of divine 
revelation, and all the manly virtues were op- 
prefifed by the fervile and pufillanimous reign of 
the monks. If it be pofiible to meafure the 
interval between the philofopjuc writings of 
Cicero and the fiicred legend of Theodoret, 
between the chara6ler of Cato and that of Si- 
meon, we may appreciate the memorable revo- 
lution which was accomplifhed in the Eoman 
empire within a period of five hundred years. 

II. The progrefs of Chriftianity has been 
marked by two glorious and decifive vi6tories : 
over the learned and luxurious citizens of the Ho- 
man empire; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany, who fub verted the empire, 
an^ embraced the religion, of the Romans. The 

Goths 
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Goths were the foremoll of thefe favage profe- C H A P. 
l}Tes ; and the nation was indebted for its conver- 
lion to a coiintryinanj^ or, at leall, to a fubje6t, 
worthy to be ranked among the iiwentors ofufe- 
ftil arts, wdio have deferved the remembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity. A great nii mber of Ro- 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Alia in the 
time of Gallieniis : and of thefe captives, many 
were Chrillians, and feveral belonged to the ec- 
cleliallical order. Thofe involuntary milBonaries," 
difperfed as Haves in the villages of Dacia, fuc- 
ceffively laboured for the lalvation of their maf- 
ters. The feeds, which they planted , of the evan- 
gelic dodlrine, were gradually propagated j and 
before the end of a century, the pious work was 
atchieved by the labours of Ulphilas, whofe an- 
ceftors had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
from a fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the billiop and apoflle of the Goths UipHias, 

acquired their love and reverence by his blamelefs 
life and indefatigable zeal ; and they received, a.d. 
with implicit confidence, the do« 5 lrmes of truth‘ 36o,&c. 
and virtue, which he preached and prafitifed. He 
executed the arduous ta& of tranllatingthe Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, a dialect of the 
German, or Teutonic, language : but he pru- 
dently fupprefie d the four books of Kings, as they 
might tend to irritate the fierce and fanguinary 

On the fubjeil of Ulphilas, and the eouverlion- of the Goths, 
fee Sozomen, 1 . vi. c. 33. Socrates, l. iv. c. 33. Theodoret, 1 . iv. 
c. 37. P’niloilorg. LiL c. 5. The herefy of Philollorgius appears to 
iiave given him fuperior means of information. 

fpirit 
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c H A P. fpii’it of the Barbarians. The riidej iraperfedlj 

xxxviL i{iiom of foldiers and ftiepherds, fo ill-qualified 
to communicate any Ipiritual ideasjwas improved 
and modulated by his genius ; and IJlphilas, be- 
fore be could frame his verfion, was obliged to 
compofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters ; 
four of which he invented to exprefs the peculiar 
founds that were unknown to the Greek, and 
Latin, pronunciation But the profperous 
Hate of the Gothic church was foon affli6ted by 
war and inteftine dilcord, and the chieftains were 
divided by religion as well as by intereft. Friti- 
gern, the friend of the Romans, became the 
profelyte of Ulphilas *, while the haughty foul of 
Athanaric difdained the yoke of the empire, 
and of the Gofpel. The faith of the'new con- 
verts was tried by the perfecutioii which he 
excited. A waggon, bearing aloft the.fliapelefs 
image of Thor, perhaps, or of Woden, was con- 
dudled in folemn procefiion through the ftreets 
of the campj and the rebels, who refufed to 
worftiip the God of their fathers, were imme- 
diately burnt, with their tents and families. 
The charadter of Ulphilas recommended him 
to the efteem of the Ealkern court, where he 
twice appeared as the minifter of peace 5 he 


A mutilated copy of the, four gofpels, in the Gothic verfion, 
was publifhed A. D. 1665, and is efteerned the moft ancient monu- 
mgnt of the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by fome 
frivolous conjeftures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the work. 
Two of the four additional letters exprefs the W, and our own TA 
See Simon. Hift. Critique du Nouveau Teftaraent, tom. ii.p.ax9 — ^23- 
Mill. Prolegom. p* iji. edit, Kufter. Wetftein, Prolegom. tom. i. 

pleaded 
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pleaded the caufe of the diftrelTed Goths, who c i-i A P. 
implored the prote^ion of Valens; and the name 
of Mofes was applied to this ipiritiial guide, who 
coodudled his people, through the deep waters 
of the Danube, to the Land of Promife ^^ The 
devout fliepherds, who were attached to his per- 
fon, and tractable to his voice, acquiefced in their 
fettlement, at the foot of the Maefian mountains, 
in a country of woodlands and paflures, which 
fupported their docks and herds, and enabled 
them to purchafe the corn and wine of the more 
plentiful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians 
multiplied in obfcure peace, and the profeflion of 
Chriftianity 7®. 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- The 
goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the 

® . , / , • , • 1 ,1 Vandals, 

Komans, with whom they maintained a perpetual Burgun- 
intercourfe, of war, of friendlhip, or of conqueft. ^ians, &c. 
In their long and vi 6 torious march from the Da- cbSSi- 
nube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their hy, 
allies ; they educated the rifing generation j and 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
or the court of Thouloiife, might edhy, or dif- 
grace, the palaces of Home and Conftantinople”. 

’’ PhiJoftorgms erroneoufly places this paflage under the reign o£ 
Conftantme j but I am much inclined to believe that it preceded the 
greaC'emigration. 

We are obliged to Jornandes (de^Reb. Get. c- ji. p. 688.) for 
a fiiort and lively pidture of thefe lefler Goths. Gothi minores,populus 
immenfus, cum luo Pontifice ipfoque primate WuHila. The laR: 
laft words, if they are not mere tautolo^, imply fome temporal jurif- 
didlion. , . ■ . 

At non ita Gothi non ita VandaH; mails licet dodtoribus In- 
fiituti, meliores tamen etiam in hac parte quam noflri. Salvian de 
Gubern. Dei, I. vii. p. »43* 

12 
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During tlie fame period, Chriftianity was em- 
braced by almoft all the Barbarians, who efta- 
bliftied their kingdoms on the ruins of the 
Wefterii empire ; the Burgundians in Gaul, the 
Suevi in Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Gftro- 
goths in Pannonia, and the various bands of 
Mercenaries, that raifed Odoacer to the throne 
of Italy. The Pranks and the Saxons Hill per- 
feyered in the errors of Paganifm ; but the Pranks 
obtained the monarchy of Gaul by their fubmif- 
fion to the example of Clovis ; and the Saxon 
conquerors of Britiiin were reclaimed from their 
favage fuperftition by the miflionaries of Rome. 
Tliefe Barbarian profelytes difplayed an ardent 
and fuccefsful zeal in the propagation of the faith. 
The Merovingian kings, and their fucceflbrs, 
Charlemagne%id the Othos, extended, by their 
laws and vidlories, the* dominion of the crofs. 
England produced the apoftle of Germany ; and 
tlie evangelic light was gradually difFufed from 
the neighbourhood of the Rhine, to the nations 
of the Elbe, the Viltula, and the Baltic 
The different motive^ which influenced the 
reafon, or the paffions, of the Barbarian converts, 
cannot eafily be afcertained. They were often 
capricious and accidental; a.dream, an omen, the 
report of a miracle, the example of fome prieft, 
or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and, above 
all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or vow, 

Moflieira has flightly Iketched the progrefs of Chriftlanity in 
the North, from the fourth to the fourteenth centurj-. The fubjedt 
would afford , materials for an ecclehaftical, and even philofophical, 
hiftory, 

a • which. 
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wliidi, in a moment of danger, they had ad- c H A P. 
dreffed to the God of the Chriftians The cavly 
prejudices of education were infenfiblj erazcd by 
the habits of frequent and familiar fociety ; the 
moral precepts of the Gofpel were protedled by 
the extravagant virtues of the monks ; and a fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by thevilible power 
ofreiics, and the pomp of religious worflnp. But 
the rational and ingenious mode of perfuafionj 
which a Saxon billiop*° fuggefted to a popular 
faint, might fometimes be employed by the mif- 
fionaries, who laboured for the converfion of infi- 
dels. “ Admit/" fays the fagacious difputantj 
whatever they are pleafed to afiert of the fa- 
“ bulous, and carnal, genealogy of their gods 
“ and goddefies, who are propagated from each 
other. From this principle deduce their im- 
perfedl nature, and human infirmities, the af- 
** finance they were and the probability 
that they will die. At what time, by what 
means, from what caufe, were the eideft of the 
“ gods or goddefies produced ? Do they Hill 
continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate ? 

If they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifis 
to declare the reafon of this flrange alteration. 

If they ftill continue^, the number of the gods 

’’ To fucli a cayfe has Socrates (L vli. c. 30.) afcribed the con- 
".’erfion of the Burgundians, whofe Chriftian piety is celebrated by 
Orofius (1. vii. c. 19.). 

See an original and curious epiftle from Daniel, the firft bifliop 
of Winchefter (Beda, Hift. Ecclef. Atigloram, I. v, c. 18. p. 203* 
edit. Smith), to St. Boniface, who .preached the Gofpel among the 
Savages of Heffe and Thuringia. EpiftoL Bonifacli, Ixvii. in the 
Maxima Bibliotheca Patrura, tom. xiii. p.-9'3. 
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“ mull become iniiiite ; and iliali we not rifk, b j 
“ the mdilcreet vvorflup of fome impotent deity j 
“ to excite therefentment of his jealous fuperior? 

The vilible heavens and earth, the whole iyllem 
« of the univerfe, which may he conceived by 
“ the mind, is it created or eternal? If created, 
“ how, or where, could the gods themfelvcs exiil 
“ before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
‘‘ affiirae tiie empire of an independent and pre- 
eKiPilng world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
“ temper and moderation, inlinuate, at feafon- 
able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
‘‘ Chrillian revelation ; and endeavour to make 
the unbelievers ailiamed, without making them 
angry.’* This metaphylical reafoning, too re- 
fined perha|)s for the-Barbarians of Germany, was 
fortified by the grolfer weight of authority and 
popular confent. The advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity had deferted tlie Pagan caufe, and pafled 
over to the ferviee of Chriilianity. The Romans 
tliemfeives, tlie moll powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe, had I’enounced their ancient 
fuperllitiou *, and, if the ruin of their empire 
leeraed to acciife the esfficac}^ of the new faith, 
the dilgrace was already retrieved by the conver- 
iion of the viiglorioits Goths. The valiant and 
fortunate Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces 
of the Weft, fucceffively received, and refle6ted 
the flirae edifying example. Before the age of 
Charlemagne, the Ghrillian nations of Europe 
might exult in the exclufive polfehion of the 
temperate climates, of the fertile lands, which 

produced 
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produced corn, v/ine, and oil; while the favage 
idolaters, and their helpiefs idols, were confined 
to the extremities of the earth, the dark and 
frozen regions of the North^'. 

Chriflianity, which opened the gates of Heaven 
to the Barbarians, introduced an importantchange 
in their moral and political condition. They re- 
ceived, at the fame time, the ufe of letters, fo eC- 
fential to a religion whofe dodlrines are contained 
in a fecret book, and while they ftudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds v/ere infenlibly enlarged 
by the didant view of hiftory, of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verlion of the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, which had facili- 
tated their converfion, mufl excite, among their 
clergy, fome ciiriofity to read the original test, 
to iinderftand the facred liturgy of the church, 
and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
chain of ecclefiaflical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu- 
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
dudtions of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were 
accefiible to tlieChriftian Barbarians, maintained 
afilentintercoLirfe between the reign of Aiiguftiis, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the 
remembrance of a more perfedt date ; and the 
dame of fcience was fecretly kept alive, to warm 

''' The fword of Charlemagne added weight to the argument; 
but when Daniel wrote this epiftle (A* D. 7^3), the Mahometans, 
who reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted it ag.xinft 
the Chrillians. 
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c H A P. and enlighten the mature age of the Weftern 
world* In the moft corrupt Hate of Chriftianity;^ 
the Barbarians might learn juftice from the te, 
and mercy from the go/peh and if th e knowledge 
of their duty wasinfufficient to guide theiradtionsj 
or to regulate their paffions, they were fometimes 
reftrained by confcience, and frequently puniflied 
hyremorfe. But the diredt authority of religion 
was lelseffedtualj than the holy communion which 
united them with their Chriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendlhip. The influence of thefe fenti- 
ments contributed to fecure their fidelity in the 
fervice, or the alliance, of the Homans, to alle- 
viate the horrors of war, to moderate the info- 
lence of conquefl, and to preferve, in the down- 
fal of the empire, a permanent refpedt for the 
name and inttitutions of Rome. In the days 
of Paganifm, the priefts of Gaul and Germany 
reigned over the people, and controuled the 
jurifdidlion of the magillrates ; and the zealous 
profelytes transferred an equal, or more ample, 
meafure of devout obedience, to the pontijfFs 
of the Ghriftian faith. The facred character 
of the bilhops was fupported by their tem- 
poral pofieffions ; they obtained an honourable 
feat in the legiflative alfemblies of foldiers and 
freemen j and it was their intereft, as well as 
their duty, to mollify,, by peaceful counfels, 
the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians. The per- 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Romeand Jerufalem, and 
the growing authority of the Popes, cemented the 
union of the Chriflian republic j and gradually 
I produced 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

produced the limilar manners, and common jurif- 
prudence, which have diftinguiftied, from the reft 
of mankind, the independent, and even hoftile, 
nations of modern Europe, 

But the operation of thefe caufes was checked 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which 
infufed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation, 
Whatever might be the early fentiments of Ul- 
philas, his conne6lions with the empire and the 
church were formed during the reign of Arianifm. 
The apoftie of the Goths fubfcribed the creed of 
Rimini; profefted with freedom, and perhaps 
with fincerity, that the Son was not equal, or 
confubftantial to the Father communicated 
thefe errors to the clergy and people ; and in- 
fected the Barbaric world with an herefy®^, which 
the great Theodofius pi’ofcribed and extinguiflied 
among the Romans. The temper and under- 
ftandiiig of the new profelytes were not adapted 
to metaphyhcal fubtleties ; but they ftrenuoufly 
maintained, what they had pioufly received, as 
the pure and genuine doCtrines of Chriftianity. 

The opinions of Ulphilas and the Goths inclmed to Semi-Arian- 
Ifm, fince they would not fay that the Son was a creature^ though 
they held communion with thofe who maintained that herefy. Their 
apoftie reprefented the whole controverfy as a queftion of trifling mo- 
ment, which had been i*aifed by the paffions of tlie clergy. Theo- 
doret, 1. iv. c. 37. 

The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the Emperor 
Vaicns : “ Itaque jufto Dei judicio Ipfii eum vivum incenderunt, qui 
« propter eum etiam mortui, -sitio erroris arfuri funt.” Orofius, 
1. vii. c. 33. p. 554. This cruel fenience is confirmed by Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom.vi. p. 604 — 610.), who coolly obferves, “ un 
« feul homine entraina dans Eenfer uh ndmbre infini de Septesi- 
“ trlonaux, &c.” Salvian (de Gubera. Dei, hr, p. 150, 15 1,} 
pities and excufes then* involuntary error. 
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The advantage of preaching and expoiindihg 
the Scriptures in the Teutonic language, pro- 
moted the apoftplic labours of Ulphilas and his 
fucceffors ; and they ordained a competent 
number of b.ilhops and prelbyters for the in- 
llru6lion of the IdndTed tribes. The OHrogoths, 
the Burgimdians, the Suevi, and the Vandals, 
who had liftened to the eloquence of the Latin 
clergy % preferred the more intelligible leffons 
of their domeflic teachers ; and Arianifm was 
adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, -who were . feat cd on the ruins of the 
Weflern empire. This irreconcileable cliiference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
hatred; and die reproach of Barbarian was em- 
bittered by the more odious epithet d Heretic, 
The heroes of the North, who had fubmitted, 
with fome reludlance, to believe • that all their 
anceftors were in lieli*^, were aftonifiied and 
exafperated to learn, tiiat they tiiemlelves had 
only changed the mode of their eternal con- 
demnation. Inftead of the fmooth appiaufe, 
which Chrillian kings are accuftomed to expert 
from their loyal prelates, the orthodox billiops 
and their clergy were in a ft ate of oppofttion to 
the Arian courts ; and their iodifereet oppofttion 
frequently became criminal, and might fome- 

Orofius affirms, in the year 416 ( 1 . 7. c.41. p. 580.), that the 
churches of Chrift (of the Catholics) were filled with Huns, Suevi, 
Vandals, Burgundians. 

Radbod, King of the Prifons, was fo much fcandalixed by tliis 
raft declaration of a milfionaiy, that he drew back his foot after 
he had entered the baptifinal font,. See Fleury Hift, .Eccicf. tom. ix. 
p.167. ^ 
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times be dangerous The pulpit, that hife and c H A P, 
ilicred organ of fedition, refounded with the 
names of Pharaoh and Holofernes j the public 
difcontent was inffamed by the hope or promife 
of a glorious deliverance ; and the feditious 
faints were tempted to promote the accomplifli- 
ment of their own predi6l:ions. Notwithftand- General 
ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Gaul, 

Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the 
Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their 
religion. Their haughty mailers relpected the 
zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars 5 and the example of their de- 
vout confcancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. The conquerors evaded, 
however, the difgraceful reproach, or confeffion, 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the libe- 
ral motives of reafon and luunaiiity; and while 
they affedled the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit, of genuine Chridianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- Arianper- 
fopted. The Catholics were indilcreet, the Bar- 
barians were impatient; and the partial acts or dais, 
feverityor injufticewhichhaclbeen recommended 
by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or- 
thodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may be 
imputed to Eiiric, King of the Viiigoths ; who 

The Epiflles of Sidonius, Bifcop of Clei-mont, undei' the Vifi- 
goths, and of Avitus, Bifliop of \%nna, under tlie Burgundians, 
explain, fometimes in dark Jiints, the\ genei-al difpofitions of the 
Catholics. The hiftor/ of Clovis and Thebdoric will fuggeft fome 
particular fabls. 

Genferlc confelTed ttie refemblance, By the feverity with whichi 
-he puniflied fiich indifcreet allufions. Vidlor Vhtenfis, !. 7, p. lo. 

T 4 fuf- 
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fufpended the exercifo of ecclehaftical, or, at 
ieaft, of epifcopal, functions ; and pimiflied the 
popular bidiops of Aqiiitain with imprifonment, 
exile, and conhfcation But the cruel and ab- 
furd enterprife of fubdiiing the minds of a whole 
people, was undertaken by the Vandals alone, 
Genferic himfelf, in his early youth, had re- 
nounced the orthodox communion ; and the 
apoftate could neither grant, nor expert,, a fin- 
cere forgivenels. He was exafperated to find, 
that the Africans, who had fled before him in 
the field, flill prefiuned to difpiite his will io 
lyiiods and churches 5 and his ferocious mind 
was incapable of fear, or of compaffion. His 
Catholic fubjedls wmre opprefied by intolerant 
law's, and arbitrary punifliments. The language 
of Genferic was furious and formidable ; the 
knowledge of his intentions might juftify the 
mofi unfavourable interpretation of his adlions ; 
and the Arians were reproached with the fre,^ 
quent executions, which llained the palace, and 
tile dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and ambi- 
tion were, how'ever, the ruling paffioUvS of the 
monarch of the fea. But Hunneric,his inglorious 
foil, who feemed to inherit only his vices, tor- 
mented the Catholics with the fame unrelenting 
fury which had been fatal to his brother, his 
nephew's, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther : and, even to the Arian patriarch, who was 

Sudi are the contemporan^ coinplamts of Sidonius, Biiliop of 
Clermont (l.vii. c. 6. p. i8a, &c. edit. Sirmond). Gregory of 
Tours, who quotes this Epiftle (I, ii, c. 2.5. in tom H. p. 174.) ex- 
torts an unwarrantable aflertion, that of the nine vacancies in Acjui- 
talxi, fome bad beeti produced by epifeopa! martjrd-.nis. 


inhu- 
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inliumaiily burnt alive in the midll of Cartilage, c it a p. 
The religious war was preceded and prepared by 
an infidious truce 5 perfecution was made the 
ferioLis and important bufinefs of the Vandal 
court; and the loathfome difeafe, which haftened 
the death of Hunneric, revenged the injuries, 
without contributing to the deliverance of the 
church. The thi'one of Africa was fucceffively 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; ‘by 
Gundamund, who reigned about twelve, and 
by Thrafimund, who governed the nation above a!d? 484. 
twenty-feven years. Their adminiftration was 
hoftile and oppreffive to the orthodox party. 
Guiidamund appeared to emulate, or even to 
furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle ; and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the bifli ops, 
and reftored the freedom of Athanafian worfliip, 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, was tm- 
the greatefi: and moil accompliflied of the Vandal 
kings, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, ‘ 
and magnanimity of foul. But this magnanimous 
eharadler was degraded by his intolerant zeal and 
deceitful clemency. Infiead of threats and tor- 
tures, he employed the gentle, but efficacious, 
powers of fedudlion. Wealth, dignity, and the 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo- 
iiacy ; the Catholics, who bad violated the laws, 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
of their faith; and whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tated any rigorous meafure, he patiently waited 
till the indifcretion of his adverfaries furniflied 
Ifira with a fpecioiis opportunity. Bigotry was 
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CHAP, liis lafl; fentiment in the hour of death ; and he 
exacted from his facceffor a folemn oatli, that 
Hiiderlc, ^^6 wolild never tolerate the fe^laries of Athana- 
A.D.533. fitis. But his fucceffor, Hilderic, tlie gentle foil 
of the favage Hunneric, preferred the duties of 
humanity and jultice, to the vain obligation of 
an impious oath ; and his acceflion was glorioufly 
marked by the refloration of peace and univerfal 
Geiimer, freedom. The throne of that virtuous, though 
A.D. 530. feeble monarch, was ufurped by his coufin Geii- 
mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, 
before he could enjoy or abide his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifariits ; and the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured 

A general The paffiouate declamations of the Catholics, 
the foie hitlorians of this perfecution, cannot 
tionin afford any diflin6t feries of caufes and events; 
any impartial view of chara6lers, or counfels ; 
but the moll remarkable circumflances, that 
deferve either credit or notice, may be referred 
to the following heads: I. In the original law, 
which is flill extant Hunneric exprefsly de- 

The original MJdnuments of the Vandal perfecution are preferved 
in the five books of the Hiliory of ViOior Vitenfis (de Peri'eciitions 
Vandalica), a bifliop who was exiled by Hunneric ; in the Life 
of St. Fulgentlusj who was diftinguifhed in the perfecution of 
Thrafimund (in Biblioti. Max. Patrum, tom.ix. p. 4 — 16.), and 
■in the firft book of the Vaadalic War, by the impartial Procopius 
(c. 7, 8. p. iQfij 197, I98>, 199;), Dorn. Ruinart, the laft editor of 
Vicitorj has illuftrated the whole fubjedl with a copious and learned 
apparatus of notes and fupplement. (Paris, 1694,) 

Vidlor.iv. a. p.’65. - Hunneric refufes the name of Catholics to 
the Ilomooujtam, He deferibes, as, the veri Divin® Majeftatis ciiltores, 

■* his own party, who profelTed the faith, confinned by more than 3 
thonland bifiiops, ia the fjmods of I^tnini and Seleucia. 
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dares, and the declaration appears to be corred, C H A P. 
that lie had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations xxxvix. 
and penalties of the Imperial edid;s; againft the 
heretical congregations^ the clergy, and the 
people, who diffented from the eftablithed reli- 
gion. If the rights of confcience had been un- 
derftood, the Catholics muft have condemned 
their pail condud, or acqniefced in their adiial 
fufferings. But they flill perlifted to refufe the 
indulgence which they claimed. While they 
trembled under the lafli .of pcrfeciition, they 
praifed the fe verity of Huiineric himfelf, 

who burnt or baniilied great numbers of Ma- 
iiich^ans'^’' j and they rejeded, with horror, the 
ignominious comproinife, that the dilciples of 
Arius, and of Athanafius, fliould enjoy a reci- 
procal and fimiiar toleratiop in the territories of 
the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals 
IL The pradice of a conference, which the Ca- 
tholics had fo irequently ufed to infult and punith 
their obftinate antagonifts, was retorted againfl 
themfeives'’^ At the command of Hunneric, 
four hundred and hxty-fix orthodox bifiiops 
alfembled at Carthage j but when they were ad- 

Victor, jl. I- p. ai, aa. LatidabiUor . . . yi&shztXLr. In tlie 
MSS. which omit this word, thepaffage is unintelhgible. SeeRuuiart, 

Not. p» 164. 

Visitor, ii. a. p. aa, a.3. The clergy of Carthage called thefe 
conditions jiiricK/q/a?; and they feem, iudeed, to have been propofed 
as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bilhops. 

See the narrative of this conference, and the treatment of tlie 
bifliops, in Vi6tor. ii. 13 — -iS. p. 35 — ^4a. and the whole fourth book, 
p. 63 — 171. The third book, p. 4a — 63. is entirely filled by their 
apology or confefiion of faith. 
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initleJ into the hall of audience, they had the 
mortification of beholding the Arlan Cirila ex- 
alted on the patriarchal throne. The difpiitants 
were feparated, after the mutual and ordinary 
reproaches of noife and lilence, of delay and 
precipitation, of military force and of popular 
clamour. One martyr and one eon feffor were 
feledled among the Catholic biftiops ; twenty- 
eight efcaped by flight, and eighty-eight by con- 
formity ; forty-fix were fent into Corfica to cut 
timber for the royal navy 5 and three hundred 
and two were baniflied to the different parts of 
Africa, expofed to the inful ts of their .enemies, 
and carefully deprived of all the temporal and 
fpiritual comforts of life^*. The hardfhips of 
ten years exile miifl have reduced their numbers j 
and if they bad complied with the law of Thra- 
fimund, which prohibited any epifcopal cdnfe- 
crations, the orthodox church of Africa mull 
have expired with the lives of its actual members. 
They difobeyed ; and their difobedience was pu- 
nifhed by a fecond exile of two hundred and 
twenty bifhops into Sardinia; wdiere they lan- 
guifhed fifteen years, till the acceffion of the 
gracious Hilderic The two iflands were judi- 

eioiifly 

Sec the lift of the African bilhops) In Vitftor. p. 317— 140. and 
lluinart\s iiotcs, p*3i5-— 397* The fcliifmatlc name of Donatiis fre- 
quently occurs, and they appear to have adopted (like our fanatics of 
the laft age) the pious appellations of Deodatifs, Deogmtms, Quid- 
‘zruItdeiiSy Hahetdeum, &ic. 

Fulgent. Yit. c. 16 — 39. Thrafiinund afre<fted the praife of 
moderation and learning ; and Fsilgentius addrelTed three hooks of 
conlroveriy to the Arian tyrant, whom he ftyles pUJime Rex', 

. Bihliotlv 
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cioufly diofeii by tlie malice of their Arian chap.. 
tyrants. Seneca from his own experience, has 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable Hate of 
Corfica^'V and the plenty^ of Sardinia was over- 
balanced by the unwholefome quality of the air 
III. The zeal of Genferic, and his fiiccelTors, for 
the converlion of the Catholics, mull have ren- 
dered them Hill more jealous to guard the purity 
of the Vandal faith. Before the churches were 
finally fhut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar- 
barian drefs ; and thofe who prefumed to negledfc 
the royal .mandate, were rudely dragged back- 
wards by their long hair The Palatine officers, 
who refufed to profefs the religion of their 
prince, were ignominioufly flripped of their ho- 
nours and employments; banilhed to Sardinia 
and Sicily; or condemned to the fervile labours 
of Haves and peafants in the fields of Utica, In 
the dillndls which had been peculiarly allotted to 
the Vandals, the exercife of the Catholic worfliip 
w^as more flriefly prohibited ; and fevere penalties 

Biblioth. Maxim. Patrum, tom. ix. p.41. Only fixty blfhops are 
mentioned as exiles in the life of Fulgentius ; they are increafed to one 
hundred and twenty by Vicftor Tunnunenfis, and Ifidore ; but the num- 
ber of two hundred and twenty is fpecified in the Kiftoria Mifcellai 
and a iiiort autiientic cluonicle of the times. See Ruinart, p. 570> ^ 71 . 

See the bafe and infipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not 
, fupport exile with more fortitude than Ovid. Corfica might not 
produce corn, wine, or oil ; but it could not be deftitute of grafs, 
water, and even. fire.. 

Si ob gravitatem coeli interilTent, yik & 3 xamva. Tacit. An- 
nal. ii. 85. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted 
the reading of fome critics, utile damnum. 

See thefe preludes of a .g-e-wra/ perfecutlon, in Vidtor. il. 3, 4. 7. 
and the two edhJls of Hunlieric, 1. ii. p. 35. 1, iv. p.64. 
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c HAP. were denounced againft tlie guilt both of the 
miffionary and the profelyte. By thefe arts, the 
faith of the Barbarians was preferved, and. their 
zeal was inflamed: they difcharged, with devout 
fury, the office of fpies, informers, or execu- 
tioners; and whenever their cavalry took the 
held, it was the favourite amufement of the 
march, to defile the churches, and to infult the 
clergy of the adverfe faction IV. The citizens 
who had been educated in the luxury of the Ro- 
man province, were delivered, with exquifite 
cruelty, to the Moors of the defert. A vene- 
rable train of bifhops, prefby ters, and deacons, 
with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
ninety-fix perfbns, whofe guilt is not precifely 
afcertained, were torn from their native homes, 
by the command of Hunneric. During the night, 
they were confined, like a herd of cattle, ainidfl 
their own ordure : during the day they pnrfued 
their march over the burning fands ; and if they 
fainted under the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors'®'’. Thefe un- 
happy exiles, when they reached the Moorifh 
huts, might excite the compaffion of a people, 
whole native humanity was neither improved by 
reafon, nor corrupted by fanaticifm : but if they 
efcaped the dangers, they were condemned to 

93 See Procopius de Bell. Vaaidal, I. i. c. 7. p. 197, 198. A Moorifli 

prince endeavoured to propitiate the God of the Chrihians, by his dili- 
gence to eraze the marfcs of the Vandal facriiege. 

See this ftory in ViiStor. ii. 8 — la. p. 30 — 34. Vidfor defcribes . 
the diftrefs of thefe confelTors as an eye-witnefs. 

a fliare 
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fiiare the diftrefs, of a favage life. V. It is in- c H A P. 
Giimbent on the authors of perfeciitionprevioufly 
to refie6l, whether they are determined to fup- 
port it in the lafl extreme. They excite the 
fiaine which they ilrive to extingiiifli ; and it foon 
becomes neceffary to chaftife the contumacy, as 
well as the crime, of the olfender. The fin^, 
which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge, 
expofes his perfon to the fe verity of the law^ and 
his contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the life 
and propriety of capital pimiflim vv. Through 
the veil of fidlion and declamation, we may 
clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more efpe- 
daily under the reign of Hunneric, endured the 
moll cruel and ignominious treatment Re- 
fped'able citizens, noble matrons, and confecrated 
virgins, were llripped naked, and raifed in the 
air by pulleys, with a weight fufpended at their 
■feet. Ill this painful attitude their naked bodies 
were torn with fcourges, or burnt in the molt 
tender parts with red-hot plates of iron . The 
amputation of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and 
the right-hand, was iiiflided by the Arians ; and 
although the precife number cannot be defined, 
it is evident that many perfons, among whom 
a bidiop and a proconful may be named, 

See the fifth book of ViiSor. His pafiionate complaints are con- 
firmed by the fober tefiimony of Procopius,' and the public declaration, 
of the Emperor Juftinian, (Cod. 1 . i. tit. xxvij.). 

Vidlor. ii. i8. p. 41. 

VicSlor. V. 4* p- 74j 75* His name was Vi« 5 torianus, and he 
was a wealthy citizen of Adrumetumj who enjoyed the confidence of 
the King ; by whole favour he had obtaintd the office, or at leaft the 
title, of proconful of Africa. / ^ : 


were 
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were entitled to the crown of martyrdom. TIiS 
fame honour has been afcribed to the memory 
of Count vSebaftian, who profeffed the Nicene 
creed with unfliaken conflancy; and Genferic 
might deteft, as an heretic, the brave and am- 
bitious fugitive whom he dreaded as a rival 
VI. A new mode of converfion, which might 
fubdue the feeble, and alarm the timorous, v/as 
employed by the Arian minifters. They im- 
poled j by fraud or violence, the rites of baptifm ; 
and puniflied the apoftacy of the Catholics, if 
they difclairaed this odious and profane cere- 
mony, which fcandaloufly violated the freedom 
of the will, and the unity of the facraraent 
The hoftile fedts had formerly allowed the vali- 
dity of each other’s baptifm *, and the innovation, 
fo fiercely maintained by the Vandals, can be 
imputed only to the example and advice of the 
Do natifts. VII. The Arian clergy furpafled, in 
religious cruelty, the King and his Vandals ; but 
they were incapable of cultivating the Ipiritual 
vineyard, which they were fo defirous to pofiefs. 
A patriarch might feat himfelf on the throne 
of Carthage) fome bifliops, in the principal 
cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals j but 

VIAor. i. 6. p. Sr9. After relating tlie firm refiftance and 
dextrous reply of Count Sebaftianj he adds, quare alio generis argu- 
mento poftea beliicofum virftm occidit. 

Viftor. V. I a, 13^ Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom.vi. p. 609; 

Primate was more properly the title ' of the Blfhop of Car-> 
thage ; but the name of patriarch was given by the fefts and nations 
to their principal ecelefiallic. See Thomaffin, Dilcipline de TEglife, 
tom. i. p. X55. 158. 

the 
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tlie fluallnefs of their numbers, and their igno- 
rance of the Latin language "% di%ualified the 
Barbarians for the ecclefiaftical ininiftiy of a 
great church ; and the Africans, after the lofs 
of their orthodox pallors, were deprived of the 
public exercife of Chridianity. VIIL The em- 
perors were the natural proteiSors of the Ho- 
mooulirai doctrine : and the faithful people of 
Africa, both as Romans and as Catholics, pre- 
ferred thejr lawHd fbvereignty to the uflirpation 
of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval 
of peace and friendfliip, Hiinneric rellored 
the cathedral of Carthage ; at the interceffion 
of Zeno, who reigned in the Ead, and of Pla- 
cidia, the daughter and relidfc of emperors, and 
the fider of thl? Queen of the Vandals But 
this decent regard was of fliort duration ; and 
the haughty tyrant difplayed his contempt for 
the religion of the empire, by ftudioufly ar- 
ranging the bloody images of perfecution, in all 
tlie principal flreets through which the Roman 
ambaflador mull pafs, in his w^ay to the palace 
An oath was required from the bifliops, who 
were affembled'^it Carthage, t4iat they would 
fupport the fucceffion of his fon Hilderic, and 

The patriarch Cyrila himfelf publlckly declared, that he did not 
underftancf Latin (Vidtor. ii. i8. p. 4%.) ; Nli:io Latine; and he might 
converfe v/Ith tolerable eafe, without being capable of difputing or 
preaching in that language. His Vandal clergy were ftlllmore igno- 
rant ; and hnall confidence could be placed in the Africans, who had 
conformed. 

VIdtor. ii. I, a. p.'ZZ- 

Vidtor, v. 7. ply?. He appeals to the ambaflador liimfelf, 
fvhofe name %vas Uranius. • 
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that they would renounce all foreign or trmif 
marme correfpon deuce. This engagement, con- 
fiftent as it fliould feem, with their moral and 
religious duties, was refufed by the more laga- 
cioLis members of the affembly. Their refuful, 
faintly coloured by the pretence that it is un- 
lawful for a Chriflian to fwear, mud provoke 
the fufpicions of a jealous tyrant. 

The Catholics, opprelTed by royal and mili- 
tary force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries 
in numbers and learning. With the fame wea- 
pons which the Greek and Latin fathers had 
already provided for the Ariaii controverfy, they 
repeatedly lilenced, or vanquiflied, the fierce 
and illiterate fuccelTors of Ulphilas. The con- 
fcioiifnefs of their own fuperiority might liavO 
raifed them above the arts and paffions of re- 
ligious warfare. Yet, indead of afTiiming fucli 
honourable pride, the orthodox theologians 
were tempted, by the afllirance of impunity, 
to compofe fictions, which mud be digmatized 
with the epithets of fraud and forgery. They 
aferibed their own polemical works to the mod 
venerable names of Chridian antiquity : the 

AJluiiorest Vidtor. iv. p. 70. He plainly intimates that their 
' quotation of Ae Gofpel “ Hon jurabitis in toto,” was only meant 
to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. Tlie forty-fix 
bifhops who refufed were banifhed to Coi'fica; the three hundred 
and two wAo fw'ore were diftributed through the provinces of 
Africa. 

Fulgentius, Bifliop of Rufpae, in the Byzacene province, was of 
a fenatorial family, and had received, a Iil)eral education. He could 
repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed to ftudy Latin, 
his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. l,). Many African bifhops might 
underlland Greek, and many Greek theologians were tranflated into 
I^atin. 
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clmca6lers of Athanaliiis and Augudin were c H A p. 
awkwardly perfooated by Vigilius and his dif- 
ciples j and the famous creed, which fo 
clearly expounds the myllcries of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation, is deducetl, with drong 
probability, from this African fchooT'k Even 
the fcriptures themfelves were profaned by their 
ralh and facrilegious hands. The memorable 
text, which afferts the unity of the Three who 
bear witnefs in Heaven is condemned by 
the univerfal iilence of the orthodox fathers, 
ancient verfions, and authentic manufcripts ” 5 . 

It 


"* Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of Thap- 
fus (p. 1183 1 19. edit. Chiflet.). He might amufe his learned reader 
with an innocent fidtion; but the fubjedl was too grave, and the 
Africans were too ignorant. 

" ' TheP. Quefnel ftarted this opinion, which has been favourably- 
received. But the three following truths, however furprifmg they 
may feera, are now univerfally acknowledged (Gerard Vbffius, tom.vl. 

р. J16— -jaa. Tillemont, Mem. Eeclef. tom. viii. p, 667 — 671.}. 
I. St. Athanafius is not the autlror of the creed which is fo frequently 
read in our churches. ' a. It does not appear to have exifted, within 
a century after his death. 3. It was originaliy compofed in the 
Latin tongue, and confequently, in die Weftern provinces. Gen- 
nadius, patriarch of Conftantinople, was fo much ama-zed by this 
extraordinary compolltion, that he frankly pronounced it to be the 
work of a drunken man. Petav. Dogmat. Theulogica, tom. ii. 1 . vii. 

с. 8. p. 687. 

I John, V- 7. See Simon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau Tefia- 
ment, parti- c- xvlii. p. 203 — 218.; and partii. c. ix. p. 99— -lax.: 
and the elaborate Prolegomena and Annotations of Dr. Mill and Wet- 
fteinto their editions of the Greek Teftament. In i'389, the papill 
Simon ftrove to be free; in 1707, the proteftant Mill wilhed to be 
a flave ; in 1751, the Armenian Wetftein ufed the liberty of his times, 
and of his feci. 

Of rt// the MSS. now extant, ahoye four-fcore in number, fome 
of which are more than 1200 years bid (WCtftein ad loc.). The 
orthodox copies of the Vatican, of the Complutenfian editors of Ro- 
bert Stephens, are become invififale : and the fwo MSS. of Dublin 
and Berlin are unworthy to form an exception. See Emlyn’s Works, 
. 02 voL 
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It was iirfl alleged by the Gatliolic bifliops 
whom Hiinneric fummoned to the conference 
of Carthage An allegorical interpretation, 
in the form, perhaps, of a marginal note, 
invaded the text of the Latin Bibles, which 
were renewed and corrected in a dark pe- 
riod of ten centuries “L After the invention 
of printing”®, the editors of the Greek Tei- 
tainent yielded to their own prejudices, or 
thofe of the times”®; and the pious fraud, 
which was embraced with equal iseai at Home 
and at Geneva, has been infinitely multi- 

vol. ii. p.aa7 — %ss. 369 — 299.; and M. de Mifly’s four ingenious' 
letters, in torn. viii. and ix. of the J ournal Britannique. 

Or, more properly, by the four bifhops who cdmpofed and 
publlfhed the profeffion of faith in the name of their brethren. They 
llyle tills text, luce clarius (Victor Viteufis de Perfecut. Vandal. I. Hi. 
c. II p. 54.). It is quoted foon afterwards by the African polemics, 
Vigllius and Fulgentius. 

In tlie eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Bibles were correcfted 
by Lanfranc, Aixhbilhop of Canterbmy, and by Nicolas, a cardinal 
and librarian of the Roman church, fecundum orthodoxam fidem, 
(Wetftein, Prolegom. p. 84, 85.). Notwithftanding thefe corredtions, 
the paflage is ftill wanting in twenty-five Latin MSS. (Wetftein ad 
loc.), the oldefl: and the faifeft ; two qualities feldom united, except 
in manufcripts. ’ 

The art which the Germans had invented wa^ applied in Italy to 
the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The original Greek of 
the new Teftament was publilhed about the fame time (A. D. 1514. 
1516. 1520.) by the induftry of Erafnms, and the munificence of 
Cardinal Ximenes. The Complutenfian Polyglot coll the Cardinal 
50,000 ducats. See Mattaire Annal. Typograph. tom.ii. p. 2—8. 
125-— 133.; and Wetftein, Prolegomena, p. 116--127. 

The three witnefTes have been eftablifiied in our Greek Tefta- 
SHients by the prudence of Erafmiis ; the honeft bigotry of the Copa-^ 
plutenfian editors ; the typographical fraud, or error, of Robert Stephens 
in the placing a crotchet ; and the deliberate falfehood, or ftrange 
mifiipprehenfion of Theodore Beza. 
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plied in every country and every language of chap. 
modern Europe. xxxvii. 

The example' of fraud mull excite fufpicion j 
and the fpecioiis miracles by which the African cies. 
Catholics have defended the; truth and jiiftice of 
their caufe, may be afcribed, with more reafon, 
to their own induftry, than to the vifible pro- 
tection of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian, who views 
this religious conflict with an impartial eye, may 
condefcend to mention one preternatural event, 
which will edify the devout, and furprife the in- 
credulous. Tipafa '% a maritime colony of 
Mauritania, fixteen miles to the eaft of Caefarea, 
had been dillinguiflied, in every age, by the 
orthodox zeal of its inhabitants. They had 
braved the fury of the Honatifls’^*; they reflfted, 
or eluded, the tyranny of the Arians. The town 
was deferted on the approach of an heretical 
bifliop : moft of the inhabitants whb could pro- 
cure fhips pafled over to the coafl; of Spain ; and 
the unhappy remnant, refufing all communion 
with the ufurper. Hill prefumed to hold their 
pious, but illegal, affemblies. Their difobe- 
dience exafperated the cruelty of Hunneric. A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa: he collected the Catholics in the Forum, 
and, in the prefence of the whole province, de- 

Plln. Hift. Natural, v. i. Itinerar. Weflellng, p. i^. Cella- 
riusj Geograpli. Antiq. tom. ii. part ii. p. 147. This Tipafa (which 
muft not be confounded with another in Numidia) v'^as a towoi of 
forae note, lince Vefpafian endowed it with the right of Latium. 

Optatus Milevitanus de- Schifm. Donatift. l. ii. p. 38'. 

u 3 i prived 
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prived the guilty of their right hands and tlicnr 
tongues. But the holy confeilbrs contiriued to 
fpeak without tongues ; and this miracle is at- 
tefted by A^i6lor, an African bifliop, who piib- 
liflicd an hiftory of the perfecution within two 
years after the event''”. If any one,” fays 
Vidlor, fhould doubt of the truth, let him 
“ repair toConftantinople, and liften to the clear 
“ and perfect language of Rellitutus, the fub- 
“ deacon, one of thefe glorious fufferers, who 
“ is now lodged in the palace of the Emperor 
“ Zeno, and is refpe^ted by the devout Em- 
“ prefs.” At Conllantinople we are aftonifhed 
to find a cool, a learned, and unexceptionable 
witnels, without * intereft, and without pafliori. 
ZEneas of Gaza, a Platonic philofopher, Ims ac- 
curately defcribed his own obfervations on thefe 
African fufferers. “ I faw>' them myfelf : I heard 
“ them Ipeak : I diligently enquired by what 
means fuch an articulate voice could be formed 
“ without any organ of Ipeedh: I iifed my eyes 
“ to examine the report of my ears : I opened 
their raohth, and faw that the whole tongue 
“ had been completely torn away by the roots; 
“ an operation which the phyficians generally 
“ fuppofe to be mortal The teftiraony of 

Vidior Vitenfis, v. 6. p*76. Ruinart, p.483 — 487. 

.Slneas Gazceus in. Theophraftoj in Blblioth. Patrum, tom- vill. 
p. 6647 665. He was a Chriftian, and compofed this Dialogue (the 
Theophraftus) on the immortality of the foul, and the refurredliou 
of the body ; befides twenty-five Epiftles, fiill extant. See Cave 
(Ilift. Litteraria, p. ap;.) and Pabridus (Bibl. Grrec. tom. i. p. 433.). 
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iEoeas of Gaza might be confirmed by the fii- 
perfluous evidence of the Emperor Juftinian, in 
a perpetual edi6t 5 of Count Marcellinus, in his 
Chronicle of the times ; and of Pope Gregory 
the Firil, who had refided at Conftantinople, as 
tlie minifter of the Roman pontiff They all 
lived within the compafs of a century; and they 
all appeal to their perfonal knowledge, or the 
public notoriety, for the truth of a miracle, 
which was repeated in feveral inffances, dif- 
played on the greateft theatre of the world, and 
fubmitted, during a feries of years, to the calm 
examination of the fenfes. This fupernatural 
gift of the African confeffors, who fpoke with- 
out tongues, will command the aflent of thofe, 
and of thofe only, who already believe that their 
language was pure and orthodox. But the ffub- 
born mind of an infidel is guarded by fecret, 
incurable fufpicion ; and the Arian, or Socinian, 
who has ferioufly reje6led the doiTrine of the 
Trinity, will not be thaken by the moil plaiifible 
evidence of an Athanalian miracle. 

The Vandals and the Ollrogoths perfevered 
in the profeflion of Arianifm till the final ruin of 
the kingdoms which they had founded in Africa 
and Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted 

Juflinian. Codex, 1 . i. tit. xxyii. Marcellin. in Chron. p. 45. 
in Thelaur. Temporum Scaliger. Procopius,, de Bell. Vandal, l.i. 
c. 7. p. 196. Gregor. Magnus Dialog, iii. 3a. None of thefe wit- 
nelTes have fpecified the number of tlie confeflbrs, -which is fixed at 
fixty in an old menology (apud Ruinart, p.486.). Two of them 
loft their fpeech by, fornication ; hut the miracle is enhanced by the 
fingular inftance of a boy who had wwr tongue 
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c HA P. to tlie orthodox dominion of the Franks; and 
xxxvn> was reftored to the Catholic church by 

the volimtaiy converfion of the Vifig’oths, 

Revolt and This falutary revolution was haftened by the 
dcnn oT example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer 
Hermene. leafou may ftyle an ungrateful rebel. Leovi- 
gild in Gothic moiiarcli of Spain, deferved the 

A.i). refpedt of his enemies, and the love of his fub- 
577— 584* je^s : the Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, 
and his Arian lynods attempted, without much 
fuccefs, to reconcile their fcniples by aboliHiing 
the unpopular rite of 2^. fecond baptifm. His 
eldeli fon Hermenegild, Nvho was invefted by his 
father with the royal diadem, and the fair prin- 
cipality of Boetica, contradled an honourable and 
orthodox alliance with a Merovingian princefs, 
the daughter of Sigibert, King of Auftrafia, and 
of the famous Brunechiid. The beauteous In- 
guudis, who was no more than thirteen years 
of age, was received, beloved, and perfecuted, in 
the Arian court of Toledo ; and her religious 
condancy was alternately aflluilted with blandiHr- 
ments and violence by Goifvintha, the Gothic 
queen, who abufed the double claim of maternal 
authority Incenfed by her refiftancc, Goif- 

. viutha 

’-5 See the two general iiiftonatis of Spain, jivTarlana (Hlft. cle Rebus 
Hiipanite, tom. i, i. v. c. la — Tj* p* i8a — 194.) and Pen-eras (Frencli 
tranllation, tom. ii. p. 806—347.). Mariana alinoft forgets that lie 
is a Jefuit, to aflUnie the ftyle and fpirit of a Roman clallic. Fer- 
reras, an induftrions compiler, reviews his faiSls, and rcSiilies his chro- 
nology. ■ 

“'■' Goifvintha fuccefEvely married two kings of the Vifigoths ; 
Athanigild, to ■w'hom flie bore Brnnechild, the mother of Ingundk; 

, and 
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vintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long c ii A P. 
hair, inhumanly dalhed her againft the ground, 
kicked her till Ihe was covered with blood, and 
at laft gave orders that Ihe fliould be ftripped, 
and thrown into a bafon, or hfli-pond Love 
and honour might excite Hermenegild to refent 
this injurious treatment of his bride ; and he was 
gradually perfuaded that Ingundis fudered for 
the caufeof divine truth. Her tendercoinplaints, 
and the weighty arguments of Leander, Arch- 
bifhop of Seville, accompliflied his converfion ; 
and the heir of the Gothic monarchy was initiated 
in the Nince faith by the folemii rites of con- 
firmation The ralh youth, inflamed by zeal, 
and perhaps by ambition, was tempted to violate 
the duties of a fon, and a fubjedt ; and the Ca- 
tholics of Spain, although they could not com- 
plain of perfecLition, applauded his pious rebel- 
lion againft an heretical father. The civil war 
was protradled by the long and obflinate lieges of 
Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had fire- 
11 iioufly eipoufed the party of Hermenegild. He 
invited the orthodox Barbarians, the Suevi, and 

and Leovigild, vAiofe two fons, Hermenegild and Recared, were 
the lluie of a former marriage. 

Iracundicc funvre fuccenfa, adprehenfiira per comam capitis 
puellam in terram conlidit, et diu calcibus verberatam, ac fanguine 
crnentatam, juffit cxpoliari, et pifcinse inamergi. Greg. Turon. 

I. V. c. 39. in tom. ii. p. 455., Gregorj'' is one of our beft originals 
for this portion of iiiftory. 

The Gatholics who admitted the baptilm of heretics, repeated 
the rite, or, as it was afterwards ftyled, tlie facrament of confirma- 
tion, to which they afcribed many’myftic and mai-vellous preroga- 
tives, both vifible and invifible. . , See, Chardon, Hift. des Sacrcmens, 
tom.i. P.4C5 — 

the- 
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the Franks, to the deftru^tion of his native land : 
he folicited the dangerous aid of the Eomans, 
who poffeifed Africa, and a part of the Spanifli 
coaft ; and his holy ambaffador, the Archbifliop 
Leander, effectually negociated in perfon with 
the Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Ca- 
tholics were crulhed by the aClive diligence of a 
monarch who commanded the troops and trea- 
fures of Spain j and the guilty Hermenegild, after 
his vain attempts to refill or to efcape, was com- 
pelled to furrender himfelf into the hands of an 
incenfed father. Leovigild was ffill mindful of 
that facred character; and the rebel, defpoiled of 
the regal ornaments, was ffill permitted, in a 
decent exile, to profefs the Catholic religion. 
His repeated and unfuccefsful treafons at length 
provoked the indignation of the Gothic king ; 
and the fentence of death, which he pronounced 
with apparent reluClance, was privately executed 
in the tower of Seville. The inflexible conff ancy 
with which he refufed to accept the Arian com- 
munion, as the price of his fafety, may excufe 
the honours that have been paid to the memory 
of St. Hermenegild. His wife and infant fon 
were detained by the Romans in ignominious 
captivity : and this domeftic misfortune tarn idl- 
ed the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the 
laft moments of his life. 

His fon and fucceffor, Recared, the firff Ca- 
tholic King of Spain, had imbibed the faith of 
his unfortunate brother, which he fupported with 
more prudence and fuccefs. Inftead of revolting 

againff 
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againft his father, Recared patiently expected 
the hour of his death. Inftead of condemning 
his memory, he pioully fnppofed, that the dying 
monarch had abjured the errors of Arianifm, and 
recommended to his foil the converfion of the 
Gothic nation. To accomplifh that falutary 
end, Recared convened an affembiy of the 
Arian clergy and nobles, declared himfelf a 
Catholic, and exhorted them to imitate the ex- 
ample of their prince. The laborious inter- 
pretation of doubtful texts, or the curious piir- 
fuit of metaphyfical arguments, would have 
excited an endlefs controverfy ; and the mo- 
narch difcreetiy propofed to his illiterate au- 
dience two fubdantial and viiible arguments, 
the teflimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The 
Earth had fubmitted to the Nicene fynod : the 
Romans, the Barbarians, and the inhabitants of 
Spain, iinanimoufly prcfeffed the fame orthodox 
creed ; and the Vifigoths refilled, alinod alone, 
the confent of the Chriflian world. A fuperfli- 
tioiis age was prepared to reverence, as the tefli- 
mony of Heaven^ the preternatural cures, which 
were performed by the fkill or virtue of the Ca- 
tholic clergy; the baptifmal fonts of Offet iii 
Boetica’“% which were fpontaneoufly replenifhed 

OlTet, or Julia Gonftantia> was oppolite to Seville, on the 
northern fide of the Boetis (Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3.) ; and the authentic 
reference of Gregory of Tours (Hift. Francor- I. vi. c. 43. p. a88.) 
cleferves more credit than the name of Lulitania (de Gloria Martyr, 
c. 14.), which has been eagerly embraced by the and fuperftitious 
Portiiguefe (Ferreras, Hift. d’Efpagne, tom. ii, p. x66.}. 
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eacli year, on the vigil of Eafter^^®; and the 
miraculous Ihrine of St Martin of Tours, which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and 
people of Gallicia'^'. The Catholic king encoun- 
tered fome difficulties on this important change 
of the national religion. A confpiracy fecretiy 
fomented by the queen-dowager, was formed 
againll his life ; and two counts excited a dan- 
gerous revolt in the Narhomiefe Gaul. But Re- 
cared difarmed the confpirators, defeated the 
rebels, and executed fevere juftice ; which the 
Arians, in their turn, might brand with the re- 
proach of perfecution. Eight bifliops, whofe 
names betray their Barbaric origin, abjured their 
errors; and all the hooks of Arian theology wmre 
reduced to allies, with the houfe in which they 
had been purpofely colledled. Th^ whole body 
of the Vifigoths and Suevi were allured or driven 
into the pale of the Catholic communion ; the 
faith, at lead of the xifing generation, w’as fervent 
and lincere ; and the devout liberality of the 
Barbarians enriched the churches and monaf- 
teries of Spain. Seventy bifliops aflembled in 
the council of Toledo, received the fubmiffioii of 
their conquerors; and the zeal of the Spaniards 
improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the pro- 

This miracle was HdlfuIIy performed. An Arian king fealed 
the doors, and dug a deep trench round the church, without being 
able to intercept the Eafter fupply of baptifmal water. 

^ ^ Perreras (tom.ii. p. i68 — 175. A.D.55o.)has illullratecl the 
dlfHculties which regard the time and circumftances of the converfion 
of the Suevi. They had been recently united by Leovigild to the 
Gothic monarcixy of Spain. 

ceffioil 
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fceffiou of* tlie Holy Ghoftg from tile Son, as well c H a p. 
as from tlie Father; a weighty point of doc- 
trine, which produced, long afterwards, the fchifm 
of the Greek and Latin churches'^^ The royal 
profelyte im mediately fainted and confiil ted Pope 
Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and 
holy prelate, whofe reign was diftinguiflied by 
the converfion of heretics and infidels. The 
ambalfadors of Recared refpedtfully offered on 
the threfiiold of the Vatican his rich prefents of 
gold and gems : they accepted, as a lucrative 
exchange, the hairs of St. John the Baptiff ; a 
crofs, which inclofed a fmail piece of the true 
wood; and a key, that contained fome particles 
of iron which had been fcraped from the chains 
of St. Peter 

The fame Gregory, the fpiritual conqueror of Conver- 
Britain, encouraged the pious Theodelinda, 

Queen of the Lombards,to propagate the Nicene of Italy, 
faith among t!ie victorious favages, whofe recent 
Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herely. 

Her devout labours fi^ill left room for the induftry 
and fiiccefs of future miffionaries; and many cities 
of Italy were Hill difputed by hoftile bifliops. 
Buttliecaufeof Arianifm vras gradually fuppreffed 
by the weight of truth, of interell, and of ex- 
ample; and the controverfy, which Egypt had 

This addition to the Nicene, or rather the Conftantinopolitan 
creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A,D. 653; 
but it was cxprefliveof the popular dodbrine (Gerard Voffius, tom. vi. 
de tribus Symbolis). 

See Gregor. Magn. 1. vii. epift, apud Baroniura, Annal. 

Ecclef, A.D. J99. N' 
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derived from the Platonic fcliool, was terniinatedj 
after a war of three hundred years, by the final 
converfion of the Lombards of Italy 

Thefirft miffionaries who preached the gofpel 
to the Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of 
reafon, and claimed the benefit of toleration 
But no fooner had they eftablifhed their fpiritnal 
dominion, than they exhorted the Chrillian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Eo- 
man or Barbaric fuperftitioiL The fucceffors of 
Clovis inflicted one hundred laflies on the pea- 
fants who refufed to deftroy their idols ; the crime 
of facrificing to the dsemons, was pimiflied by 
the Anglo-Saxon laws, with the heavier penal- 
ties of imprifomnent and confifcation j and even 
the wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty, 
the extreme rigour of the Mofaic inflitutions 
But the puhiflnnent, and the crime, were gra- 
dually aboliflied among a Chrillian people : the 
theological difputes of the fchools were fufpend- 
ed by propitious ignorance ; and the intolerant 
Ipirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he- 

Paul Warnefrid (de Geftis Langabard. 1 . iv. c. 44, p. 853. edit. 
Grot.) allows that Arianifm ftill prevailed under the reign of Rotliaris 
(A.D. 636 — '653.). The pious Deacon does not attempt to mark 
the precife sera of the national converfion, which was accompliflied, 
however, before the end of the feventh century. 

Quorum fidei et converfioni ita congratulatus efie rex perhlbetur, 
ut nullum tanien cogeret ad Chriftianifmum. . . . Diclicerat enim a 
doftoribus audloribufque fuse lalutis, fervitiiim Chrifti vohintarlum non 
coadlitium efie debere. Bedse Hitt. Ecclefiaftic. 1 . i. c. 36. p. 63. 
eclit. Smith. 

‘^'’ See the Hiftorlans of France, tom. iv. p. 114.; and Wilkins, 
Leges Anglo Saxonicse, p. ii. 31. Siquis facrificium iramolavcrit 
prjeter Deo foU laorte moriatur. . - 
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reties was reduced to the perfecution of the 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fome 
Ijnagogues in the cities of Gaul j but Spain, 
lince the time of Hadrian, was filled with their 
numerous colonies The wealth which they 
accumulated by trade, and the management of 
the financies, invited the pious avarice of their 
mafters ; and they might be opprelTed without 
danger, as they had ioJft the ufe, and even the re- 
membrance, of arms. Sifebut, a Gothic king, 
who reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen- 
tury, proceeded at once to the laft extremes of 
perfecution Ninety thoufand Jews were 
compelled to receive the facrament of baptifm ; 
the fortunes of the obftiiiate infidels were confif- 
cated, their bodies were tortured j and it feems 
doubtful whether theywere permitted to abandon 
their native country. The exceffive zeal of the 
Catholic king was moderated, even by the clergy 
of Spain, who folemnly pronounced an inconfift- 
ent fentence : that the facraments ihould not be 
forcibly impoied; but thattliQ Jews who had been 
baptized fliould be contlrained for the honour of 
the church, to perfevere in the external practice 

The Jews pretend that they we're introduced into Spain by 
the fleets of Solomon, and the arms of Nebuchadnezzar ; that Hadrian 
Iranfported forty thoufand families of the Tribe of Judah, and ten 
thoufand of the tribe of Benjamin, &c. Bafnage, Hill, des Juifs, 
tom. vii. c. 9, p. a4o — 356. 

ifidore, at that time Archbifhop of Seville, mentions, difap- 
proves, and congratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chrori. Goth, 
p. 738 ). Baronius (A.D. 6r4. N’ 41,) affigns the number oii'the 
evidence of Almoin (I. iv. c. 33.); but the evidence is weak, and I 
have not been able to verify the quotation (Hiltorians of France, 
tom.iii, p,i 37 .)» 
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of a religion which they diibelieved and deteftecL 
Their frequent relapfes provoked one of the fuc-* 
ceffors of Sifebut, to banifh the whole nation from 
his dominions 5 and a council of Toledo pub- 
lihied a decree that every Gothic king ilio aid 
fwear to maintain this ialutary edidt. But tlie 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the vidlims, 
whom they delighted to torture^ or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious Haves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreffion. The 
Jews flill continued in Spain, under the weight 
of the civil and ecclefiaftical law’^s, which in the 
fame country have been faithfully tranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquidtion. The Gothic kings 
and bifhops at length difcovered, that injuries 
will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fecret or 
profeffed enemies of Chridianity^ flill multiplied 
in fervitude, and difirefs; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fiiccefs of the 
Arabian conquerors 

As foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 
powerful fupport, the unpopular herely of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
flill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fition: the eflabiifliraeiit of an obfciire doctrine 
fuggefled new queftions, and new difputcs; and 
it was always in the power of an ambitious pre- 
late, or a fanatic monk, to Violate the peace of 

Bafnage (tom. viii. c. 13. p. 388—400.) faithfully reprefents the 
Hate of the Jews : but he might have added from the canons of the 
Sjmnifli counci]s> and the laws of the Vifigoths, many curious circnm- 
liancesj eFential to hi$ fubjeil, though they are foreign to mine. 

the 
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tlie church, and, perhaps, of the empire* The 
hiftorian of tlie empire may overlook thofe dif- 
putes which were confined to the obfciirity of 
fchools and ijniods. The Manichaeans, who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chrift and of 
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced themfelves 
into the provinces: but thefe foreign fedlaries 
were involved in the common difgrace of the 
Gnoflics, and the Imperial laws were executed 
by the public hatred. The rational opinions of 
the Pelagians were propagated from Britain to 
Rome, Africa, and Paleftine, and filently expired 
ill a fuperflitious age. But the Eaft was diflradted 
by the Neftorian and Eutychian controverfies ; 
which attempted to explain the myftery of the 
incarnation, and h aliened the ruin of Chrilli- 
anity in her native land, Thefe controverfies 
were firll agitated under the reign of the younger 
Theodofius ; but their important confequences 
extend far beyond the limits of the prefent vo- 
lume. The metaphyfical chain of argument, 
the conteH of ecclefiaftical ambition, and their 
political infiu ence on the decline of the Byzantine 
empire, may afford an interelling and inllrudlive 
feries of hillory, from the general councils of 
Ephefus and Chalcedon, to the conqueft of the 
Ea-ft by the fucceflbrs of Mahomet; 
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JR,eig7i and Coiwerfion of Clovis, — His Vidorks 
over the Alemmni, Burgundians, and Vifigoths. 
r — BJiahli/kraent of the French Monarchy in 
GauL — Haws qf theBarharums, — State of the 
Romans. ^ The Vifigoths of Spain. -^Conquejl 
of Britain hy the Saxons. 

CHAP. ^HE Gauls % who impatiently fupported the 
Homan yoke, received a memorable leffoii 
The revo- from one of the lieutenants ofVefpafian, whofe 
weighty fenfe has been reiined and esprelfed 
by the genius of Tacitus “ The prote6lion 
of the republic has delivered Gaul from inter- 
“ nal difcord and foreign invafions. By the lots 
“ of national independence, you have acquired 
“ the name and privileges of Homan citizens. 
“ You enjoy, in common with oiirfelves, the 
“ permanent benefits of civil government ; and 
“ your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 
accidental miichiefs of tyranny. Inftead of 

’ In tliis chapter I fhall draw my quotations from the Recueil des 
lEftoricns des Gaules et de la France, Paris, 1738 — 1767, in eleven 
voliimes in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet, and the other 
Benedidllnes, all the original teffimonies, as far as A. D. 1060, arfe 
difpofed in chronological order, azrd iliufirated with learned notes. 
iSuch a national work, W'hich will be continued to the year 1500, 
might provoke onr emulation. 

^ Tacit. HHi:. iv. 73, 74, in tom. i; p. 44^. To abridge Tacitus, 
would indeed be prefumptuous: but I may feledl the general 
ideas which he applies to the prefent ftate and future revolutipns 
'.«»f GauL 
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exercifing the rights of conqueftj we have been c hap. 
“ contented to iinpofe fuch tributes as are requi- 
“ iite for your own prefervation. .Peace cannot 
be feciired without armies j and armies miift 
be fupported at the expence of the people. 

“ It is for your fake,, not for onr own, that w^e 
“ guard the barrier of the Khine againft the 
“ ferocious Germans, who Iiave fo often at- 
“ tempted, and who will always deiire, to ex- 
“ change the folitudeoftheir woods and inorafles 
“ for the w^ealth and' fertility of Gaul. Tiie fall 
“ of Home would be fatal to the provinces ; and 
youwmuld be buried in the ruins of that mighty 
“ fabric, which has been railed by the valour and 
wifdom, of eight hundred years. Your ima- 
ginaryfreedom would be infultedandopprelTed 
by a lavage mailer ; and the expullion of the 
Homans would be fucceeded by the eternal 
“ lioililitiesoftheBarbariancOnqiierorsh” This 
falutary advice was accepted, and this llrange 
prediction was accompliflied. In the fpace of 
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had • 
encountered the arms of Caafar, were impercep- 
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 
fubjeCls : the Wellerii empire was diffolved; and 
the Germans, who had palTed the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the poffeffion of Gaul, and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 
poliflied inhabitants. With tliat confeioiis pride 

3 Eadem femper caufa Germanis tranfcendendl in Gallis libido 
atque avai-itia: et mutandse fedis amorj lit relldlis paludibus et fo- 
litudinibus fuls, fecundifTitnum hoc folum vofque ipfos poiTiderent 
... Nam pulfis .Romiinis quid aliud quain hella omnium inter 
gentium exfiftent ? 

2 - 
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CHAP, wfeich the pre-eminenceofknowledge and luxury 
feldom fails to infpire, they derided the hairy 
and gigantic fa vages of the North j their ruftic 
manners, dilfonant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally difguftiiig to the 
fight and to the fmell. The liberal iludies were 
ftiil cultivated in the fchools of Autun and Bor- 
deaux j and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aftonilhed by the harfli and unknown founds 
of the Germanic dialect, and they ingenioufly 
lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmony of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were 
endowed with all the advantages of art and na- 
ture j but as they wanted courage to defend them, 
they were juftiy condemned to obey, and even to 
to flatter, the victorious Barbarians, by whofe 
clemency they held their precarious fortunes and 
their lives *, 

Euric, As foon as Odoacer had extinguiflied the Weft- 

King of the eni empire, he fought the friendfliip of the moft 
powerful of the Barbarians. The new fovereign 
476 --' 485 - of Italy refigned to Euric, King of the Vifigoths, 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fome oftenta- 
tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve- 

Sidonius ApoUInaris ridiculesj with afFeflfed wit and pleafantrj'V 
the Eardihips of Hs fitaatioa (Carm. xii. in tom.i. p. 811.). 

■ 5 See Procopius de Bell, Gotliico, l.i. e. i^. in tom. li. p. 31. 

The charaiaer-of Grotlus inclines me to believe, that he has not 
fubftituted the SMne ter, the Rkone (Hift. Gothorum, p. 175.) 
without the authority of fome MS. 
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nue or dominion. The lawful pretenfions of c,h.ap, 
Euric were juftified by ambition and fuccefs; and 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com- 
mand, to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Arles 
and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms: he op- 
prelfed the freedom of Auvergne; and the Biflbop 
condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile by 
a tribute of juft, butrelu^ant, praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of ambaftadors and fuppliants; and their 
various bufinefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted 
the power, and the renown, of the King of the 
Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies with its cserulean 
colour, implored his protection ; and the Saxons 
refpeCted the maritime provinces of a prince, who 
was deftitute of any naval force. The tali Bur- 
gundians fubmitted to, his authority ; nor did he 
reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on 
that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 

The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufefuift'iend- 
fliip; and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fup- 
ported by his powerful aid againft the oppreffion 
of the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch are 
the lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap-' 
peafedj-by the nod of Euric ; the great King of 
Perfia confulted the oracle of the Weft ; and the 
aged god of the Tyber w^as protected by the fwell- 
ing genius of the Garonne ^ The fortune of 
nations has often depended on accidents ; and 

^ Sidonius, L viii. epift. 3. 9. intOrfiii. p. 800. Jornandes (de 
Rebus Geticis, c. 47. p, $8o.) joflifies, in foms meafare, this jDortrait 
pf the Gothic herp, ; 

$. 
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c H A P. France may afcribe lier greatneft to the prenis» 
ture death of the Gothic king, at a time when 
his fon Alaric was an helplefs infant, and his ad~ 
verfary Clovis ’ an ambitious and valiant youth. 
Clovis, While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an 
Sririks, exile in Germany, be was hofpitably entertained 
A-D. by the Queen, as well as by the King, of the 
481—512. 'j'biiringians. Afterhisrelloration,Bafina efcaped 
from her hufband’s bed to the arms of her lover; 
freely declaring, that if flie had known a man 
wifer, flronger or more beautiful, than Childeric, 
that man {hould have been the obje6t of her 
preference Clovis was the offspring of this vo- 
luntary union ; and, when he was no more than 
hfteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father’s 
death, to the command of the ySaliam tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom ^ were confined to 
theifland of the Batavians, wfith the ancient dio* 
cefes of Tournay and Arras ; and at the bap- 


7 I ufe the familiar appellation of Clovis, from the Latin Chlodove- 
chtis, or Chhdovaus. But the Ch exprefles only the German afpira- 
tion; and the true name is not different ivoxa Luduin, or Lewis 
(Mem. del’Acadeime des Infcriptions, tom. xs. p. 68 .). 

Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. la. in tom. i. p. 168. Bafina fpeaks the 
language of natm*c : the Franks, -who had feen her in their youth, 
might coilverfe with Gregory in their old age ; and the Bilhop 
of Tours could not wilh to defame the mother of the hrft Chriftian 
king. 

s The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique de I’Etabliffement de la Mo- 
narchie Fran5ois dans les Gaules, tom. i.p. 630 — 650.), has the merit 
of defining the primitive kingdom of Clovis, and of afcertaining the 
genuine number of his fubjedls. 

“ Ecclefiam incultam ac negllgentia civium Paganorum prster- 
miflam, veprium defitate oppletam, &c. Vit. St. Vedafli, in tom, iii. 
p. 373. This defcription fuppofes that Arras was poffeffed by the 
Pagans, many years before the baptifm of Clovis. 

tifm 
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tifm of Clovis, the number of his warriors could c h a p. 
not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks, who had feated themfelves along the 
Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meiife, the Mo- 
felle, and the lihiiie, were governed by their in- 
dependent kings, of the -Merovingian race ; the. 
equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of 
the Salic prince; But the Germans, who obey*, 
ed, in peace, the hereditary jurifdidlion of their 
chiefs, were free to follow the llandard of a 
popular and victorious general ; and the fupe- 
rior merit of Clovis attracted the refpeCl and 
allegiance of the national confederacy. "When 
he firfl took the field, he had neither gold and 
fdver in his coffers, nor wine and corn in his. 
magazines" : but he imitated the example of 
Ca?far, whoj in the fame country, had acquired, 
wealth by the fword, and purchafedfoidiers. with 
the fruits of conquefl. After each fuccefsful 
battle or expedition^ the fpoils were accumulated 
in one common mafs : every warrior received his 
proportionable fliare j and the royal prerogative 
fubmitted to the equal regulations of military 
law. The untamed fpirit of the Barbarians. 

I was taught to acknowledge the advantages of 

j regular difcipline'% At the annual review 

^ " Gregory of Tours (l,v« c. I. an tom. ii. p. *32.) contrafts flia 

poverty of Clovis witli the wealtli of his ga-andfons. Yet Reniigius 
tom. iv. p. 5 3.) mentions paternas oj&ej, as fofficient for the 

redemption of captives. 

See Gregoiy (I. ii. c. 37.37. In tom. ii. p-T75. i8ij 183.). 

The famous iloiy of the vafe of Soiflbns explains both the power 
and the character of Clovis. As a point of controverfy, it has been 
ftrangely tortured by Boulainvilliefs, I>ubos, and the other political 
antiquarians. 
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c H AE of the month of March, their arms were dilfr 
gently infpe6led; and when they traverfed a 
peaceful territory, they were prohibhed from 
touching a blade of grais. The juftice of Clovis 
was inexorable 5 and his carelefs^ or difobedient 
fokliers were puniflied with inftant death. It 
would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a 
Frank: but the valour of Clovis was dire#ed by 
cool and confiuninate prudence 'k In all his 
tranfa^lions with mankind, he calculated the 
weight of intereft, of paffion, and of opinion ^ 
and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the 
fanguinary manners of the Germans, and fome- 
times moderated by the milder genius of Rome, 
and Chriftianity. He was intercepted in the 
career of vidlory, fince he died in the forty-itfth 
year of his age: but he had already accompliihed,, 
in a reign of thirty years, the eftabliOiment of the 
French monarchy in Gaul. 

His ylc- The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of 
S^grius! Syagrius, the fon of ^gidiusj and the public 
A.JD. cpjarrel might, on this occahon, be infiamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
infuited the Merovingian race j the power of the 
fon might excite the jealous ambition of the King 
of the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo- 
nial eftate, the city and diocefe of Soilibns: the 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic, Rheims 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would na- 

The Duke of Mveriiois, a noble fetefman, wf.o bss managed 
weighty and delicate negotiations, ingenioufly iiluftrates (Msrn. 
de TAcad. des Inftyiptions, tom, xx. p, I47 — 184.) the political fyftem 
of Clovis. ' ' , ■ , ‘ ‘ 
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tiirally fubmit to the count or patrician and c h a p. 
after the diffolution of the Weft era empire, he 
might reign with the title, or at leall with the 
authority, of King of the Bomans^^ As a Ro- 
man, he had been educated in the liberal fludies 
of rhetoric and jurifprudence; but he was en- 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ofe 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar- 
barians reforted to the tribunal of a flranger, who 
pofiefted the lingular talent of explaining, in their 
native tonguCj the dictates of reafon and equity. 

The diligence and affability of their judge ren- 
dered him popular, the impartial wifdom of his 
decrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and 
the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu- 
tion of civil fociety*^ In the inidft, of thefe 
peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and 
boldly accepted, the hoHile defiance of Clovis ; 
who challenged his rival in the Ipirit, and al- 
ipoll in the language, of chivalry, to appoint the 

M. Biet (in a Dlflertation which deferved the prize of the 
Academy of Soiflbns, p. 178 — 226.) has accurately defined the na.ture 
and extent of the kingdom of Syagrius, and his father ; but he too 
readily allows the flight evidence of Dubos (tora.ii. p. 54 — to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens. 

I may obferve that Fredegarius, in his Epitome of Gregory of 
Tours (torn, ii, p. 398.), has prudently fubfiitnted the name of Fatri- 
ciits for the incredible title of Rex Rxanamrunt^ 

Sidonius (I. v. Epift. 5. in tom.i, p. 794.), who liyles him the 
Solon, the Amphion of the Barbarians, adthefles this imaginary Icing 
in the tone of friendfhip and equality. From fueh olFices of arbitra- 
tion, the crafty Dejoces hadraifed lumf^ to tile throne of the tViede? 

(Herodot. I i. c. 96"— 100.). 
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G H A P. day, and the field of battle. In tlie time of 
xxxviiL SoifTons would have poured forth a body 

of fifty tlioufand horfe ; and flicli an army might 
have been plentifully fupplied with flitelds, cui- 
raffes, and military engines, from the three arfe- 
nals, or manufa6lures of the city ’®. But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long fince exhauftedj and the loofe bands of vo- 
lunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius, were incapable of contend- 
ing with the national valour of the Branks. It 
would be ungenerous, without fome more accu- 
rate knowledge of his flrength and refources, to 
condemn th e rapid flight of SyagriiLS, who efcaped, 
after the lofs of a battle, to the diflant court of 
Thouloufc. The feeble minority of Alaric could 
not affill, or prGte61:, an unfortunate fugitive ; the 
puflllanimous'^ Goths were intimidated by the 
menaces of Clovis ; and the Roman king, after a 
fliort confinement, was delivered into the hands of 
the executioner. The Belgic cities fiuTendered to 
the Ring of the Tranks ; and his dominions were 

CarapuiTi fibi prceparai'i juffit. M. Blat (p. — S5i.)lias dili- 
gently afcertained this field of battle, at Ncgent, a Benediitine ab- 
bey, about teii miles to the nortli of SoilTons. The ground was. 
marked by a circle of Pagan fepnlchres ; and Clovis bellowed the ad- 
jacent lands of Leullly and Coucy on the cliurch of Rheiras. 

See Csefar. Comment, de Bell. Gallic, ii. 4. in tom. i. p. aao.and 
the Notitlse, torn.!, p. ia6. The three Fabriccs of SoiiFons were, 
Scufariof Baliftariai and Clinaharia. The laft fupplied the complete 
armour of the heavy cuiralfiers. 

The epithet muft be confined to the circumftances; and hiftory 
cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregory ( 1 . ii. c, 27. in tom. iL 
p. 175.) ut Gothorum pavere mos eft. ' • 

a enlarged. 
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enlarged towards the Eaft by the ample diocefe chap* 
of Tongres^'^5 which Clovis fubdued in the tenth 
year of his reigri. 

The name of the Aleinanni has been abfiirdly Defeat 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on the 
banks of the Xmo?2 lake That fortunate dif- theAie- 
tri 6 t, from the lake to Avenche, and Mount Jura, 
was occupied by the Burgundians'‘^ The northern 
parts of Helvetia had indeed been fubdued by the 
fei'ocious AlemannijWho dedroyed with their own 
hands the fruits of their conqueft. A province, 
improved and adorned by the arts of Rome, was 
again reduced to a Ravage wildernefs; and fome 
vedige of the ftately Vindonida may dill be did 
covered in the fertile and populous valley of the 
Aar^h From the fource of the Rhine, to its con- 

flus 


Dubos has fatisfled me (tarn. i. p. 277—486.) that Gregory of 
Tours, his tranfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounded the 
Gemian kingdom of beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic 

of Tongria, on the Meufe, which was more anciently the country 
of the Eburones, and more receirtly the diocefe of Liege. 

Populi habitantes juxta Lemannum lacum, Alemanni dicuntur, 
Servlus, ad Vli’gil. Georgic. iv. 278. Dorn. Bouquet (tom. i. p.817.) 
has only alleged the more recent and corrupt text of Ifidore of 
Seville., 

Gregory of Tours fends St. Lupiclnus inter ilia Jurenfis deferti 
fecreta, quce, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque fita, Aventicse ad- 
jacent civitati, in torxi.i. P. 64S. M, de Watteville (Hift. de la 
Conlideration Helvitique, tom. i. p. 9, 10.) has accurately defined 
the Helvetian limits of the dutchy of Alemannia, and the Tranju- 
rane Burgundy. They were coramenfurate with tlie diocefes of 
Conftance and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are Hill difcriminated, 
in modem Switzerland, by the ufe of the German, or French, lan- 
guage* 

■ See Gullliman. de Rebus Helveticis, I. i, c. 3. p. ll, 12. Within 
the ancient walls of Vindonifla, the’eaftie of Habiburgh, the abbey 

of 
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fl^ux with the Mein and the Mofellej the formids? 
ble fwarms of the Alemanni commanded either 
fide of the river, by the right of ancient poifeffionj, 
or recent vidlory. They had fpread themfelves 
into Gaul, over the modern provinces of Alface 
and Lorraine ; and their bold invafioti of the king- 
dom of Cologne fummoned the Salic prince to the 
defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis encoun- 
tered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, 
about twenty-four miles from Cologne 5 and the 
two fierceft nations of Germany were mutually 
animated by the memory of pall exploits, and the 
profpe6l of future greatnefs. The Franks, after an 
obllinate ftruggle, gave way; and the Alemanni, 
raifing a Ihoiit of vi^ory, impetuoufly prefied 
their reteeat. But the battle was reftored by the 
valour, the condii6l, and perhaps by the piety of 
Clovis; and the event of the bloody day decided 
foreverthealternativeof empire orfervitude. The 
lallkingof the Alemanni was flain in the field, and 
his people were flaiightered and purfued, till they 
threw down their arras, and yielded to the mercy 
of the conqueror. Without difcipline it was impofi 
fible for them to rally : they had eontemptuoufly 
deraolilhed the walls and fortifications which 
might have protedted their dillrefs ; and they were 
followed into the heart of their forefts, by an 


of Eonigsfisid, and the town of Brnck, have fiiCcefRvely arifen. The 
philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of Roman con- 
quell, of feudal or Aufoian tyr^ny, of monkllh fuperftitioi^, and of 
induftnons freedom. If he be truly, a philofqphgr, he will applaud the, 
merit and Iiappinefs of his oum times. 
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enemy not lefs active, or intrepid, than them- chap. 
lelves. The great Theodoric congratulated the xxxviH- 
vi<Story of Clovis, whofe After Albofleda the King 
of Italy had lately married ; but he mildly inter- 
ceded with his brother in favour of the fuppl iants 
and fugitives, who had implored his protedlion. 

The Gallic territories, which were poflefted by 
the Alemanni, became the prize of their con- 
queror ; and the haughty nation, invincible, or 
rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged 
the fovereignty. of the Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutions, under the government 
of official, and, at length, of hereditary dukes. 

After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, 
the Franks alone maintained their ancient habi- 
tatiQiis beyond the Rhine. They gradually fub- 
dued, and civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as 
far as the Elbe, and the mountains of Bohemia j 
and the peace of Europe was fecured by the 
obedience of Germany 

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis con- Conver- 
tinued to worftiip the gods of liis anceftors^^ 

His A.D. 496. 

^ Gregory of Tours (I.il. 30.37. in toia. li. p. I76> 177. 
die Gefta Francorum (in tom. ii. p. 551.) and the epiftle of TI\eo- 
doric (Caffiodor. Variar. 1 . ii. c-41. in tom. iv. p. 4.}> reprefent 
the defeat of the Alemamii.’ Some of their tribw fettled In Rh^tia> 
under the pfotedion of Theodoric ; whofe fucceflbrs ceeded the 
colony and their country to the grandfon of Clods. The ftate of 
tiie AJemahni under the Merovingian kings, may be feen in Mafcou 
(Hift. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8, &c. Annotation xxxvi.) and 
Guilliman ( de Refa. Helvet. I. ii. c. to — 12. p.'7a — 80.). 

Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fuppofes that Clovis •vvorlhippe^ 
die gods of Greece and Rome. The fad:, is incredible, and the 

niiftA® 
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c H A p. His dilbelief, or rather difregard, of Chrilliaiiity^' 
might encourage him to pillage with lefs remorfe 
the clmrches of an hoftile territory • but his fub- 
jedtsof Gaul enjoyed the free exercifeof religious 
worlbip ; and the biftiops entertained a more fa- 
vourable hope of the idolater, than of the her e-< 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contracted a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the King of Burgundy, who, in the midft of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profeffion of the 
Catholic faith. It was lierintereft, as well as her 
duty, to atcliieve the converfioo‘° of a Pagan 
hulband; and Clovis infenfbly liilcned to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per- 
haps fuch terms had been previouHy ftipiilated) 
to the baptifin of his eldefl fon j and though the 
fuddeii death of the infant excited fome fup.er; 
ItitioLis fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Clindians ; and vie? 
tory diipofed him to hear, with refpeCtful grati- 


mlflake only Ihews how completely, in lefs than a century, the 
national religion of the Franks had been abolifhed, and even for- 
gotten. ■ ■ - ' • 

Gregory of Tours relates tire marriage and converfion of Clovis 
(I li. c. 38 — 31. in tom. ii. p. 175 — 17S.). Even Fredegarius, or the 
iiamelefs Epitomiaer (in tom-ii. p. 398 — 400.3, the author of the 
Gefta Francorum (in tom.U. p. 548— 55».), and Aimoin himfelf 
(hi. c. 13. in tom. iii. p. 37 — 40.}, may be heard without difdaiu. 
Tradition might long prefen'e fome curious circumitances of thefe 
unportant tranfadtioas. 


tilde. 
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tude, the eloquent Remigms='% Bidiop of c H A P. 
Elieims, who forcibly clifplayed the temporal and 
fpiritual advantages of his coiiverfion. The King 
declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic f0,ith ; and the political reafons which might 
have fufpended his public profeflion, were re- 
moved by the devout or lo3^al acclamations of the 
Franks, who fliewed themfelves alike prepared to 
follow their heroic leader, to the -field of battle, or 
to the baptifmal font. The important ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circuraftance of magnificence and folein- 
nity, that cbnld imprefs an awful fenfe of religion 
on the minds of its rude profelytes^'^ The new 
Conilaiitinewas immediately baptifed, with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubjcbts 5 and their ex- 

A traveller who returned from Rheims to Auvergne, had ftoleu- 
a copy of his Declamations from the fecretary or bookfeller of the 
modeft archbilhop (Sidonius ApoIIinar. I. ix. epift. 7.). Four epiftles 
of Remigius, whiclx are ftlU extant (in tom. iv. p* 5 l> 52 } 53 *)> do 
not correfpond with the fplendid praife of Sidonius. 

Kincmar, one of the fuccefibrs of Remigius. A. D. 845-— 

88a.). has compofed his life (in tom. iii. p. 373 — 380.). The au- 
thority of ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire forae 
confidence, which is deliroyed, however, by the'felfilh and auda- 
cious fictions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius, 
who was confecrated at the age of twenty-two (A.D. 457), filled 
the epifcopal chair feventy-four years. (Pagi Critica, in Baron, 
tom. iL p. 384 * 572 .)* . , : 

^9 A phial (the Sainie Ampoulle) of holy, or rather celeftlal oil 
was brought down by a white dove, for the baptifin of Clovis, and 
if is ftill ufed,. and renewed in the coronation of the Kings of 
France. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft 
author of this fable (in tom. iii. p. 377.), whofe flight foundations 
the Abbe de Vertot (Memoirs de 1’ Academic des Infcriptions, 
tom. 11. p. 619 — 633.) has undermined, with profound i-cfpedt and 
confltmmate dexterity. 

ample 
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c H A P. ample was imitated by the remainder of the gentle 
xxxTiii. who, in obedience to the victorious 

prelate, adored the crofs %vhich they had burnt, 
and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored The mind of Clovis was fufceptible of 
trail fient fervour : be was exafperated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the paffion and death of Gh rift ; 
and, iiifteadof weighingthefalutaryconfeqiiences 
of that myfterious facrifice, he exclaimed, with 
indifcreet fury, « Had I been prefent at the head 
« of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged 
« his injuries But the favage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a 
religion, which depends on the laborious invefti- 
gation of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative ilieo-^ 
logy. He was ftill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influenceof the Gofpel, which perfuades and 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral 
and Chriftian duties : his hands were ftained 
with blood, in peace as well as in war 5 and, as 
loon as Clovis had difmiifed a lynod of the Galil- 
ean church, he calmly aflaffinated all the princes 
of the Merovingian race^^ Yet the King of the 

Franks 

Mltls depone colla, Sicaraber; adora quod incehdiftlj Incehde 
quod adorafti. Greg. Turon. I. ii. c. 31. in tom. ii. p, 177. 

ego ibidem cum Francis meis injurias Ojus vindi- 

caflem. This ra(h exprelfionj which Gregoiy has prudently con- 
cealed? is celebrated by Fredegarius (Epitom. c, 21. in tom. ii.' 
p. 400.)j Aimoin ( 1 . i. c. 16. in tom. iii. p. 46.), and the Chro- 
iiiques do St. Denys (I.i. c. 20. m tom. iii. p. 171.)? as an admirable 
eJfufion of Chnlliaii zeal. . 

Gregory (I. ii. c. 40 — ^43. in tom. ii. • p* 183 — 185.), after 
coolly relating the repeated crimes, and affedled remorfe, of Clovis, 

■ . concludes/ 
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Franks might fincerely worftiip the Cliriftiah 
God, avS a being more excellent and powerful 
than his national deities ; and the fignal deliver™ 
ance and victory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis 
to confide in the future protection of the Lord 
of Holts. Martin, the moll popular of the 
faints, had filled the Weftern world with the 
fame of thofe miracles, which were incefiantly 
performed at his holy fepulchre of Tours. His 
vifible or invifible aid promoted the caufe of a 
liberal and orthodox prince ; and the profane 
remark of Clovis hirafelf, that St. Martin was 
an expenfive friend need not be interpreted 
as the fymptom of any permanent, or rational, 
fcepticifm. But earth, as well as heaven, re- 
joiced in the converfion of the Franks. On 
the memorable day, when Clovis afcended from 
the baptifmal font, he alone, in the Chriflian 
world, deferved the name and prerogatives Of a 
Catholic Idng. Th e Emperor Anallafius entex’- 
tained fome dangerous errors concerning the 
nature of the divine incarnation j and the Bar- 
barians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul, were 
involved in the Arian herefy. The eldell, or 
rather the only fon of the church, was acknow- 
ledged by the clergy as their lawful fovereign, 

concludes, perhaps undefignedly, with a leflbn, which ambition will 
xicverhear; “ His ita tranfadlis , . . obiit.” 

. After the Gothic vitSloiy, Clovis made rich oiFerings to St. Mar- 
tin of Tours. He wiflied to redeem his war-horfe by the gift of one 
hundred pieces of gold, hut the enchanted ileed coaid not move 
from the liable till the price of his redemption had been doubled. 
This miracle provoked the King to exclaim, Vero 15. Martinus eft 
bonus in auxilio, fed earns in negotio (CJefta Francox'um, in tom. ii. 
P” 554> 555*> 

v(vr,. vr. Y ~ . or 
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CHAP, or glorious deliverer ; and the arms of Clovis 
were Hfeiiiiotiflj fupported by the zeal and fa- 
vour of the Catholic fa6lion 

SubmifRoti Under the Eoman empire, the wealth and 
oftheAr- nurifdidtion of the bifliops, their facred charac- 

moncans . t /¥• t • t 

andtheRo- tcf, aiid perpetual oftce, theif numerous de- 
mantroops, pendtUitS, pOpuki’ eloqtience, and provincial 
fe. aifemblies, had rendered them always refpefit- 
able, and fometimes dangerous. Their in- 
fluence was augmented with the progrefs of 
fuperflition, and the eflablifhment of the French 
monarchy may, in fome degree, be afcribed to 
the firm alliance of an hundred prelates, who 
reigned in the difcontented, or independent, 
cities of Oaul. The flight foundations of the 
Armorican republic had been repeatedly fliaken 
or overtbrowh; but the fame people flill 
guarded their clomefcic freedom ; afferted the 
dignity of the Homan name 5 and bravely re- 
lifted the predatory inroads, and regular attacks 
of Clovis, who laboured to extend his Conquefts 
from the Seine to the Loire. Their fuceefsM 
dppolition introduced an equal and honourable 
union. The Franks efteemed the valour of 
the Armoricans ^®^ and the Armoricans Were 

■ 3 + See the epiftle fram Pope Anaftafius to the royal 'convert (Ik 
tom. iv. p. 505 ji.). Avitus, Bilhop gf Viennaj addrefled Clovis on 
the fame fubjeifi (p, 49.); and many of the Latin biihops would 
afliire him of their joy and attachtlient. 

Inftead of the AfSofvxoi, an unknown people, who now appear 
in the text of Procopius, Hadrian de Valois has reiiored the proper 
name of the AjjL!,opup|/oi ; and this eafy corredtion has been almolluni- 
verfaliy approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally fup- 
pofe, that Procopius means to defcribe a tribe of Germans In the 
alliance of Rome ; and not a confederacy of Gallic cities which had 
revolted front thie empire. • 
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reconciled by the religion of the Franks. The chap. 
military force ■which had been ftationed for the 
defence of Gaiil, confifted of one hundred dif» 
ferent bands of cavalry or infantry; and thefe 
troops, while they alTumed the title and privileges 
of lioman foldiers, were renewed by an inceflant 
fuppiy of the Barbarian youth. Theextremefoiv 
tifications, and fcattered fragments, of the em^ 
pire, were ftill defended by theirhopelefs courage. 

But their retreat was intercepted, and their com^ 
munication was irapra6tible ; they were aban- 
doned by the Greek princes of Conftantinople, 
and they pioufly difclaimed all connection with 
the Arian ufurpers of Gaul. They accepted, 
without fliame or reluCtance, the generous capi- 
tulation, which was propofed by a Catholic hero; 
and this fpurious, or legitimate, progeny of the 
Roman legions, was diflinguillied in the fucceed- 
ing age by their arms, their enfigns, and their 
peculiar drefs and inftitutioiis. But the national 
llrengtii was increafed by thefe powerful and 
voluntary acceffi ons ; and the neighbouring king- 
doms dreaded the numbers, as well as the fpirit, 
of the Franks. The reduclion of the Northern 
provinces of Gaul, inftead of being decided by 
the chance of a lingle battle, appears to have 
been flowly effected by the gradual operation of 
•war and treaty ; and Clovis acquired each objedl 
of his ambition, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef- 
lions as were adequate to its real value. His 
favage chara6ter, and the virtues of Henry IV. 
fuggeft the moft oppofite ideas of human nature ; 
yet foine refemblance may be found in the fitua- 
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CHAP, tioii of two princes, who conquered France bj 
xxxvjii. valour, their policy, and the merits of a 

feafonable converfion 

Tiie Bur- The kingdom of the BurgLindians, which was 
gwidian defined by the coiirfe of two Gallic rivers, the 
Zd. 499. Saone and the Rhone, extended from the foreft 
of Vofges to the Alps and the fea of Mar» 
feilles^^ The fceptre was in the hands of 
■Gimdobald. That valiant and ambitious prince 
had reduced the number of royal candidates 
by the death of two brothers, one of whom 
was the father of Clotilda j but his im- 
perfedl prudence Hill permitted Godegefil, the 
youngeft of his brothers, to poffefs the de- 
pendent principality of Geneva. The Arian 
. monarch was jiiftly alarmed by the fatisfa 6 lion, 
and the hopes which feeined to animate his 


This important digrefilon of Procopius (de Bell Gothic, hi. 
c. la. in tom.ii. p. 39 — 36.) illuftrates the origin of the French 
monarchy. Yet, I mull obfei-ve, i. That the Greek hiftorian be- 
trays an inexcufabk ignorance of the geography of the Weft. 
3. That thefe treaties and privileges, which Ihould leave fome laft- 
ing traces, ai-e totally invifible in Gregory of Tours, the Salic 
laws, &c. - 

Regnum circa Rjiodanum aut Arariin cum provincia Mallilienfi 
retinebant. Greg. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 32. in tom. ii. p. 178. The 
province of Marfeilies, as far as the Durance, was afterwards ceded' 
to the Olh’ogoths ; and the Ijgnatures of twenty-five bilhops are fup- 
pofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A. D, 519. (Concih 
Epaon. in tom.iv. p. 104, 105.). Yet I would except Vlndoniira. 
The bilhop, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, would naturally 
refort to the fynods of the next Chi-iftian kingdom. Mafcou (in his 
four firft annotations) has explained many drcumllances relative to the 
Burgundian monarchy. i 

Mafcou (Hill, of the Germmss si. 10.) v.dio very reafonably 
diftrufts the tefldmony of Gregory of Tours, has produced a paflage 
from Avitus (epift. V.), to prove that Gundouald aiietSled to deplore 
the tragic event, which his fubjecls alFeded to applaud. 
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clergy and people, after the converfion of Clovisj c hap. 
and Gundobald convened at Lyons an affembly 
of his biiliops, to reconcile, if it were poffible, 
their religious and political difcontents, A vain 
conference was agitated between the two fac- 
tions. The Arians upbraided the Catholics 
with the worlhip of three Gods : the Catholics 
defended their caufe by theological diftin6tions ; 
and the ufual arguments, objedlions, and re- 
plies, were reverberated with obftinate clamour; 
till the King revealed his fecret apprehenfions, 
by an abrupt but decifive queftion, which he ad- 
dreffed to the orthodox bifliops. “ If you truly 
“ profefs the Chriftian religion, why do you not 
reftrain the King of the Franks ? He has cle- 
dared war againll me, and forms alliances 
with my enemies for my deftru6tion. A fan- 
guinary and covetous mind is not the lymptom 
“ of a lincere converfion : let him fliew his faith 
by his works.” The anfwer of Avitus, Bifliop 
of Vienna, who fpoke in the name of his bre- 
thren, was delivered with the voice and coun- 
tenance of an angel. “ We are ignorant of the 
motives and intentions of the King of the 
“ Franks : but we are taught by fcripture, that 
the kingdoms which abandon the divine law, 

“ are frequently fubverted ; and that enemies 
“ will arife on every fide againll thofe who have 
“ made God their enemy. Return, with thy 
«« people, to the law of God, and he will give 
peace and fecurity to thy dominions.” The 
King of Burgundy, who wns not prepared to 
accept the condition, wdiich the Catholics con- 
Y 3 iidered 
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C H AP. iMered as eflential to the treaty, delayed and 
XXXVIII. (Jifinided the ecclefiadical conference j after 
reproaching his bilhops, that Clovis, their friend 
and profelyte, had privately tempted the alle- 
giance of his brother 

viaory of The allegiance of his brother was already fe- 
A.^D? joo. winced j and the obedience of Godegefil, %vho 
joined the royal flandard with the troops of Ge- 
neva j more effectually promoted the fuceefs of 
the confpiracy. While the Franks and Burgun- 
dians contended with equal valour, his feafon- 
able defertion decided the event of the battle ; 
and as Giindobald was faintly fupported by the 
difaffeCted Gauls, he yielded to the arms of 
Clovis, « and haftily retreated from the field, 
which appears to have been fituate between 
Langres and Dijon. He diltrufted the ftrength 
of Dijon, a quadrangular fortrefs, encompafied 
by two rivers, and by a wall thirty feet high, 
and fifteen thick, with tour gates, and thirty^ 
three towers : he abandoned to the purfuit of 
Clovis the important cities of Lyons and Vienna; 
and Gundobald ftill fled with precipitation, till 
he had reached Avignon, at the diftance of two 
hundred and fifty miles from the field of battle. 

® See the original conference (in tom. iv. p. 99 — 102.). Avitus, 
the principal ailorj and probably the fecretaiy of the meeting, was 
Bifhop of Vienna. A Ihort account of his perlbn and works may be 
found In Dupin (Bibliotheqne Ecclefiaftique, tom. V. p. 5 — 10.). 

'1'° Gregor)>- of Tours ( 1 . Hi. c. 19. in tom. ii. p. 197.) indulges his 
genius, or rather tranfcrlbes fome more eloquent writer, in the cle- 
fcription of Dijon j a caftle, which already deferved the title of a 
city. It depended on the Bilhops of Langres till the twelfth century, 
and afterwards became the capital of the Dukes of Burgundy. Lon- 
guerue, Defcription de la France, part i, p. aSq. 

A long 
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A long iiege, and an artful negociation, admo- 
iiiflied the King of the Franks of the clanger aiicl 
difficulty of ills enterprife. He iinppfed a tri- 
bute on the Burgundian prince, compelled hini 
to pardon and reward his brother’s treachery, 
and proudly returned to his own dominions, 
with the fpoils and captives of the ffiuthern pro- 
vinces. This fplendid triumph was fooii clouded 
by the intelligence, that Gundobald had violated 
his recent obligations, and that the unfortunate 
Godegefil, who was left at Vienna with a gar- 
rifon of five thoufand Franks had been be- 
fieged, furprifed, and maflacred, by his inhuman 
brother. Such an outrage might have exaipe- 
rated the patience of the moil peaceful foye- 
reign j yet the conqueror of Gaul difiembled the 
injury, releafed the tribute, and accepted the 
alliance, and military ferviee, of the King of 
Burgundy. Clovis no longer pofiTefied thofe ad- 
vantages which had aifured the fuccefs of the 
preceding war ; and 'his rival, inilru^ted by 
adverfity, had found new refources in the 
tions of his people. The Gauls or Romans 
applauded the mild and impartial laws of Gun- 
dobald, which almoil raifed them to the fame 
level with their conquerors. The biiliops were 
reconciled, and flattered, by the hopes, which 
be artfully fuggeiled, of his approaeffing con- 

The Epltomizer of Gregory of Tours (in tom.Ii. p. 401.) has 
rupplied this number of Frants ; but he r4fliiy fuppofes that they 
were cut in pieces by Gundobald. The prudent Burgundian fpared 
the foldlers of Clovis, and fent thefe captive to the Kii|g of the Vifi* 
goths, who fettled tiiem in tdie territory , of Thoulpu 

Y 4 ■■ ■ . 
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c H A P., verfion ; and thoogli be eluded their accompliili- 
ment to the laft moment of his life, his modera- 
tion fecured the peace, and fufpended the ruin 
of the kingdom of Burgundy 
Final con- I am impatient to purfue the final ruin of that 
queftof kiogdom, which was accomplifiied under the 
by reign of Sigifmoiid, the fon of Gundobald. The 
Franks, Catholic Sigifmoiid has acquired the honours of 
532. ^ martyr^^ ; but the hands of the royal 

taint were ftained with the blood of his innocent 
foil, whom he inhumanly facrificed to the pride 
and refentment of a ftepmother. lie foon dif- 
covered his error, and bewailed the irreparable 
lols. While Sigifmond embraced the corpfe of 
the unfortunate youth, he recei\ied a fevere ad- 
monition from one of his attendants: “ It is not 
“ his fituation, O liing 1 it is thine which de- 
ferves pity and lamentation.’^ The reproaches 
of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, 
by his liberal donations to the monaflery of Agau- 
iium, or St. Maurice, in Vallais ; which he him- 
felf had founded in honour of the imaginary mar- 
tyrs of the Thebman legion A full chorus of 

perpetual 

111 tills Eurgimdlan war I have followed Gregory of Tours (I, il. 
c. 32, 33- ju toni.ii. p. 178, 179.), w'hofe narrative appears fo incora- 
patible with that of Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1 . i. c. 13. in tora.ii. 
p. 31, 33.), that fome critics have fuppofed two different wars. The 
Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique, &c. tom.ii. p. 136—163.) has diftindlly 
reprefented the caiifes and the events. 

See his life or legend (in tom. iii. p. 403.). A martyr ! how 
ftrangely has that word been diftorted from its original fenfe of a 
common witnefs. St. Sigilinond was remarkable for the cure of 
fevers. 

« Before the end of the fifth century, the church of St. Maurice, 
anrl his Thehsean legion', ' had rendered Agaunum a place of devout 
pilgrimage. A pronufcuous community of both fexes had intro- 
duced 
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perpetual inftituted by the pious c^A P. 

IcT he affuluoufly praMed the auftere devo- 
King, ic ai and it was liis humble 

at Heaven would inflia in this world 

the pumihment 

> CS were overwhelmed by an 
“f Sus Franks. After the event of 
arTamtSful battle, 

anunlULC ^ prolong his 

protraa Ufelf in the‘delert in a 

penance, co ceal^ difcovered and be- 

rehgious bab‘t, t 

?;;4 »,.»■. —0... 

• , f -f, audtwo children, were tranfported 

with Ins alive in a deep well, by 

to Orleans, and b“.^^ 

the ftera from the niia- 

'‘■“’Vef mplesof their barbaronsage. . Their 

ims apd examp 

" ff’iSidjbvas inflamed, or dilguifed, 

vti’- and Clotilda, whofe llinaity did 

by filia pi y • jj. .jyenefs of injuries, prefled 
not cpnlift n tjm to 

The rebellious Burgundians, for 

of Ills abau ‘ • ^ their chains, were Hill 

they attempt-r 

^n-"?mi of rtbute and military fervice ; and 

1 rU of darknefs, which were aboliflied (A. D. 5 ^S‘)^J 
duced fome o Siffifinond. Within fifty year.s, his migels 

the regular monai «y ^ muzder their bifliop, and his clergy. 

a/%/.^made a ^ R^ifonnee (tom. xxxvi. p. 435-4-.lS.) the. 
bee m the . ,gj„.ned librarian of Geneva. 

furipps remark of a hlUg'* 
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c H A p. a kingdom, wliofe glory and greatriefe liad been 
firft overthrown by the arms of Clovis 
The Go- The firll vi6tory of Clovis had infuited the ho- 
of the Goths. They viewed his' rapid pro- 
grefs with jealoufy and terror ; and the youthful 
fame of Alarie was oppreffed by the more potent 
genius of his rival. Some difptites inevitably 
arofe on the edge of their contiguous dominions j 
and after the delays of fruitlefs negociation, a per- 
fonal interview of the two kings was propofed 
and accepted. This conference of Clovis and 
Akric was held in a fmall ifland of the Loire, 
near Amboife. They embraced, familiarly con- 
verfed, and feafted together ; and feparated with 
the warmed: profefiions of peace, and brotherly 
love. But their apparent confidence concealed 
a dark fufpicion of hojflile and treacherous de- 
figns; and their mutual complaints folicited, 
eluded, and dilclaimed, a final arbitration. At 
Paris, which he already confidered as his royal 
feat, Clovis declared to an afiembly of the princes 
and warriors, the pretence, and the' motive, of 
a Gothic war. “ It grieves me to fee that the 
“ Arians ftill poflefs the faireft portion of GauL 
Let us march againft them with the aid of 
Godj and, having vanqiiiflied the heretics, we 
will poflefs, and divide, their fertile pro- 

Marlus} Bifhop of Avenche (Chron. in tom. Ji. p. I5.)j has 
marked the authentic dates, and Gregory of Tours (1. iii. c. 5, 6- in 
tom. ii. p. 188, 189. has exprdled the principal faifts, of the life of 
Sigifmond, and the conquefl: of Burgundy. Procopius (in tom. ii. p. 34.) 
and Agathifts .(in tom. ii.^p.49.} ihew thejr remote and imperfec'i 
knowledge. 

vinees/^ 
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vmces The Franks, who were infpired by c H A P. 
hereditary valour and recent zeal, applauded the 
generous defign of their monarch j expreffed 
their refoliition to conquer or die, fince death 
and conquell would be equally profitable 5 and 
folemnly protefted that they wmild never fiiave 
their beards, till vidlory fiiould abfolve them from 
that inconvenient vow. The enterprife was pro- 
moted by the public, or private, exhortations of 
Clotilda. She reminded her hufiband, how ef- 
fedbiially fome pious foundation would propitiate 
the Deity, and his fervants : and the Chriftian 
hero, darting his battle-axe with a Ikiiful and 
nervous hand, “ There (laid he), on that Ipot 
where my Francijca lhall fall, will I eredl; a 
church in honour of the holy apoftles.” This 
oftentatious piety confirmed and juRified the at- 
tachment of the Catholics, with whom he fecretly 
correfponded ; and their devout willies were gra- 
dually ripened into a formidable coiifpiracy. The 
people of Aqiiitain was alarmed by the indifcreet 
reproaches of their Gothic tyrants, who jullly 

Gregory of Toura (L !i. c. 37. in tom.ii. p. 181.) inferts tlie 
Ihort but perfuafive fpeech of Clovis. Valde molefte fero, quod hi 
Ariani partem teneant GaMiarum' (the author of the Gefta Fran- 
corura> in tom. il- p. 553. adds the precious epithet of optimam)y 
eamus cum Dei adjutorio, et, iuperatis els, redigamus terram in 
ditionem Roiiram. 

Tunc rex projecit a fe in direiSlum Bipennem fuara quod eft 
f rancifca, &c. (Gefta Franc, in tom. ii. p.554*). The form, and 
ufe, of this weapon, are clearly defcribed by Procopius (in tom. ii. 
p. 37.), Examples of its appellation in Latin and French, 

may be found in the Gloll^ of Ducange^ and the large DiiSlioa- 
naire de Trcyous. 


accufed 
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c HAP. accufed them of preferring the dominion of the 
Franks ; and their zealous adherent Quintiaiius^ 
Biiliop of Eodez preached more forcibly in his 
exile than in his diocefe. To refill thefe foreign 
■ and domeflic enemies, who were fortified by the 
alliance of the Burgundians, Aiaric coliedled his 
troops, far more numerous than the military 
powers of Clovis. The Vifigoths reflimed the 
exercife of arms, which they had negledled in a 
long and luxurious peace : a feledl band of ysl- 
iiant and robufl Haves attended their matters to 
the held 5°; and the cities of Gaul were com- 
pelled to furnitli their doubtful and reliidlant aid. 
Theodoric, King of the Otlrogoths, who reigned 
in Italy, had laboured to maintain tlie tranquil- 
lity of Gaul ; and he atTumed, or affedled for that 
purpofe, the impartial charadler of a mediator’. 
But the fugacious mouarch dreaded the rifing 
empire of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged to 
fupport the national and religious caufe of the 
Goths, 


It is fiugular enoiigli that' fbme important and authentic fadl® 
fhould be found in a Life of Quintianusj compofed in rhyme in the old 
Patois of Rouergue (Dubos, liift. Critique, &c. tom. ii. p. 179-). 

(2uamvis fortitudini veftrse confidentiam iribuat parentum vef- 
trorum innuraerabilis multitudo ; quamvis Attilam potentem remi- 
hifcamini Vifigotharum viribus inclinatum ; tamen quia populorum 
ferocia corda longa pace mollefcunt, cavete fubito in aleam mittere, 
quos conftat tantis temporibus exercitia non habere. Such was the 
falutary, but fruitlefs, advice of peace, of reafon, and of Theodoric 
(Cafliodor. 1 - iii. ep. a.), 

Montefquieu (Elprit des Loix, I. xv. c. 14.) mentions and ap» 
proves the law of the Vifigoths (I.ix. tit. a. in tom. iv. p. 425.), 
which obliged all mafters to arm, and fend, or lead into the field, a 
tenth of their flaves. 


The 
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The accidental, or artificial, prodigies, wliicli CHAP, 
adorned the expedition of Clovis, were accepted, 
bj a fuperftitious age, as the manifeft declaration vic%ry of 
of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris; cwis, 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence ‘ 
through the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety 
tempted him to confult the flirine of St Mar- 
tin, the fandtuary, and the oracle of Gaul. His 
meffengers were inflnidted to remark the words 
of the Pfalm, which fhould happen to be cliaunted 
at the .precife moment when they entered the 
church.’ Thofe words moll fortunately expreffed 
the valour and vicStory of the champions of Hea- 
ven, and the application was eafily transferred to 
the new Jofliiia, the new Gideon, who went forth 
to battle againfl the enemies of the LoixD‘. 

Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the 
Loire; but, at the diflance of forty miles from 
Poitiers, their progrefs was intercepted by an ex- 
traordinary fv?eil of the river Vigenna, or Vienne ; 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay mull be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume 
tiie country tlirougli which they march ; and had 
Clovis poifeiied leifiire and materials, it might 

This mode of divination, by atceptiag as an omen the firft ia- 
cred vforcis, which in particular circumftances fltould be prefented 
to the eye or ear, was derived from the Pagansj and the Pi'alter, 
or Bible, w'as fubftituted to tlie Poems of Homer and Virgil. From 
the fourth to the fourteenth century, thefe fortes fanSonmi, as they 
are ftylect, were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of councils, 
and repeatedly pradliied by' kings, bilhops, and faints. ' See a curious 
differtation of the Abbe du Refoel, in the Memoires de i'Acadcude, 
tpm.xix. p. sS/ — 3IQ. 

Iravs 
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c H A P* Have been impracticable to conftru<a a bridge, or 
to force a paffage, in the face of a fuperior enemy. 
But the affectionate peafants, who were impatient 
to welcome their deliverer, could eafily betray 
fome unknown, or unguarded, ford : the merit 
of the difcovery was enhanced by the iifeful in- 
terpofition of fraud or fiCtion ; and a white hart, 
of lingular lize and beauty, appeared to guide 
and animate the march of the Catholic army. 
The counfeis of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and 
diftraCted. A crowd of impatient warriors, pre- 
fumptuous in their flrength, and difdaining to 
fly before the robbers of Germany, excited Alaric 
to affert in arms the name and blood of the con- 
queror of Rome. The advice of the graver chief- 
tains preffed him to elude the firll ardour of the 
Tranks; and to expeCt, in the fouthern provinces 
of Gaul, the veteran and victorious Oftrogoths, 
whom the King of Italy had already fent to iiis 
afliftance. The decifive moments were wafted 
in idle deliberation; the Goths too liaflily aban- 
doned, perhaps, an advantageous poll ; and the 
opportunity of a fecure retreat was loft by their 
flow and diforderly motions. After Clovis had 
paffed the ford, as it is ftill named, of the Ilarty 
be advanced with bold and hafly fleps to prevent 
the efcape of the enemy. His noCturnal march 
w'as directed by a flaming meteor, fufpended in 
the air above the cathedral of Poitiers; and this 
fjgnal, which might be previoufly concerted with 
the orthodox fucceffor of St. Hilary, was com- 
pared to the column of fire that guided the 

Ifraeiites 
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Ifraelites in the defert. At the third hour of the c h A P. 
day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis 
overtook, and inflantly attacked the Gothic 
armyj whofe defeat was already prepared by ter- 
ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex- 
treme diftrefs, and the martial youths, who had 
clamoroufly demanded the battle, refufed to 
furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings 
encountered each other in Angle combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival j and the vi61:orioiis 
Prank was faved by the goodtiefs of his cuirafs, 
and the vigour of his horfe, from the Ipears of 
two defperate Goths, who furioufly rode againft 
him, to revenge the death of their fovereign. 

The vague expreflion of a mountain of the flain, 
ferves to indicate a cruel, though indefinite 
llaugliterj but Gregory has carefully obferved, 
that his valiant countryman ApoIIinaris, the fon 
of Sidonius, loll his life at the head of the nobles 
of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpe6ted Catholics 
had been malicioufly expofed to the blind aflault 
of the enemy ; and perhaps the influence of 
religion was fuperfeded by perfonal attachment, 
or military honour 

Such is the empire of Fortune (if we may ftill Conqueft , 
dilguife our ignorance under that popular name), the 

Franks. 

Aftet correfling the text, or excufing the miftake of Proco- AjD. 50S. 
plus, who places the defeat of Alaric near Carcaflbne, we may 
conclude, froth the evidence of Gregory,, Foitunatus, and the 
author of the Gefta Franconim, that the battle was fought m 
campo FodadenJ, on the banks of the Clain, about ten miles to the 
fouth of Poitiers. Clovis overtook and attacked the Vifigoths 
liear Vivonne, and the vidloiy was decided near a village ftill named 
Champagne St. Hilare. See the ©ilfertatiohs ef the Abbe le Bceuf, 

tq^L p.304-- 
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c H A that it is almofl equally difficult to forefee tlid 
events of war, or to explain the various con- 
fequences. A bloody and complete victory lias- 
fometimes yielded no more than the poffeffion of 
the held; and the lofs of ten thoufand men lias 
fometimes been fufficient to deilroy, in a fingle 
day, the work of ages. The decifive battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of AquL 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fon, 
a baftard competitor, factious nobles, and a dif- 
loyal people ; and the remaining forces of the 
Goths were oppreffed by the general conllerna- 
tion, or oppofed to each other in civil difcord. 
The vi6torious King of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angouieme, At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of the city 
imitated the example of Jericho, and inllantJy 
fell to the ground ; a Iplendid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition, that Ibme 
clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart ”, Bordeaux, 
which had fubmitted without rehftance, Clovis 
ellabliflied his winter-quarters ; and his prudent 
ceconomy tranfported from Thouloufe the royal 
treafures, which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain rellored the honours 
. of 

Angouieme w in the road from Poitiers to Bordeaux ; and 
although Gregoiy delays the fiege, I can moi-e readily believe that 
he confounded the order of hiftory, than, that Clovis negletSted the 
rules of war. 

Pyrenaeos montes ufque Perpinianum fubjecit ; is the exprcffiou 
of Rorico, which betrays his I'ecent date ; Trace Perpignan did not 
exift before the tenth, century (Marca Hilpanica, p. 458.), This 
- florid 
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of the Catholic church; fixed in Aquitain a C H A P. 
colony of Franks ” ; and delegated to his lieu- 
tenants the eafy taflc of fubduing, or extirpat- 
ing, the nation of the Vifigoths. But the Vifi- 
goths were protedled by the wife and powerful 
monarch of Italy. While the balance was ftili 
equal, Theodoric had perhaps delayed the march 
of the Ollrogoths; but their flrenuous efforts 
iuccefsfuliy refilled the ambition of Clovis ; and 
the army of the Franks, and their Burgundian 
allies, was compelled to raife the fiege of Arles, 
with the lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand 
men. Thefe viciffitudes inclined the fierce fpirit 
of Clovis to acquiefce in an advantageous treaty 
of peace. The Vifigoths werefufiered to retain 
the pofieflion of Septimania, a narrow tradl of 
fea-coaft, from the Rhone to the Pyrenees ; 
but the ample province of Aquitain, from thofe 
mountains to the Loire, was indifibiubly united 
to the kingdom of France 

After 

Sorld and fabulous -wTitef (perhaps a monk of Amiens. See the Abbe ' 
le Boeuf, Mem. de I’Acadamie, tom. xvil. p. aa8^ — '34.?.) relates, in 
the allegorical characSler of a ihepherd, the general hiftory of bis 
countrymen the Franks ; but his narrative ends with the death of 
Clovis. 

The author of the Gefta Francorum pofitively affirms, that 
Clovis fixed a body of Franks in the Saintonge and Bourdelois : and 
he is not itijudicioufly followed by Rorico, elecSlos mllites, atque for- 
tiffimos, cum parvulis, atque mulieribus. Yet it Ihould feem that they 
foon mingled with the Romans of Aquitain, till Charlemagne intro- 
duced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dub'os, Hift. Ciitique, 
tom.ii. p.Aiy.). 

In the compofition of the Gothic war, I have .ufed the follow- 
ing materials, with due regard to their unequal value. ‘ Four epillles 
from Theodoric King of Italy (Caffibdor. 1. iii. epift. i— 4. in 
tom. iv. p. 3 — 5.), Procopius (de Bell-. Goth. 1. i. c. 13. iri tom. ii. 

VI. 2 
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CHAP. After tile fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovig 
accepted the honours of the Roman confulfiiip* 
Confuifliip The Emperor Anaftafius ambitioiifly beftowed 
of Clovis, j.|jg jjjQfl; powerful rival of Theodoric, the title 
' and enligns of that eminent dignity j yet, from 
fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis has 
not been infcribed in the Fqfli either of the Eaft 
or Weft On the folemn day, the monarch 
of Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in- 
vefted in'the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded 
on horfeback to the cathedral of Tours ; and, as 
he paffed through the ftreets, profiifely fcattered, 
with his own hand, a donative of gold and fiiver 
to the joyful multitude, who ihceftantly repeated 
their acclamations of Confulmd^ Augiijhis. Tlie- 
a^tiial, or legal authority of Clovis, could not 
receive any new acceftions from the coiifular 
dignity. It was a name, a lliadow, an empty pa- 
geant ‘y and if the conqueror had been inftm6ted 

P: 3^9 33-)> Gregory of Tours (I. ii. c.^ .35, 36, 37, in tom. it. p. 181 
—183.), Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 58- in tom. ii. p. a8.), 
Fofttinatus (in Vit. St.Hilarii, in tom. iii. p. 380.), Ifidore (in Citron. 
Goth, in torn, ii. p. 70a.), the Epitome of Gregory of Tours 
(in toto.ii. p. 4ox.)j the author of the Gefta Praticorum (in torn. it. 
p. 553 — S5S>)i the Fragments of Fredegarius (in tom. ii. p,’463.), 
Aimoin (I. i. c. 30. in tom. iii. p. 41, 43.), and Rorko (I. iv. in 
tom. iii. p. 14— -19.). 

The Fqfti of Italy would naturally rejedf a cotiful, the enemy 
of their fovereign j but any ingenious hypotheiis that ntight explaiii 
tlie filence of Conftwtinopie and Egy23t(the Chronicle of Marcellinus, 
and the Pafchal), is dveiturned by the fimilar filenee of Marius 
Bifliop of Avenche, who compofed his Fajii in the kingdom of Bur- 
gundy. If the evidence of Gregory of Tours were lefs weighty and 
'pofitive (l. ii. c. 38. in tom. it. p. 183.), I could believe that Clovis, 
like Odoacer, received the lafting title and honours of Patrician 
(Pagf Critica, tom. ii. p. 474. 49a.). 


to 
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to claim tiie ancient prerogatives of tliat high chap. 
office, they mud have expired with the period 
of its annual duration. But the Romans were 
difpofed to revere, in the perfon of their mafter, 
that antique title which the -emperors conde- 
fcended to affume: the Barbarian bimfelf feemed 
to contract a facred obligation to refpedt the nia- 
jclly of the republic ; and the fueceffors of Theo^ 
dofiLis, by foliciting his friendfliip, tacitly forgave, 
and almoll ratified, the ufurpation of Gaul. 

Twenty-five years after the death of Clovis, Final efta- 
this important conceffion was more formally de- 
dared, in a treaty between his ffins and the Em- French 
peror Juftinian. The Oftrogoths of Italy, un- 
able to defend their diftant acqiiifitions, had re- a.d. 536. 
figned to the Franks the cities of Arles and Mar- , 
feilles : of Arles, Hill adorned with the feat of a 
Pi'setorian prsefed:, and of Marfeilles, enriched by 
the advantages of trade and navigation This 
tranfad:ion was confirmed by the Imperial autho- 
rity j and Juftinian, generoufly yielding to the 
Franks the Ibvereignty of the countries beyond 
the Alps, which they already poffefied, abfolved 
I the provincials from their allegiance ; and efta- 
I blillied on a more lawful, though not more folid, 
foundation, the throne of the Merovingians 
I From 

Under the Merovingian kings, Marfeilles ftill imported from the 
Eaft, paper, wine, oil, linen, filk, precious Hones, fpices, &c. The 
Gauls, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the Syrians were eftablilhed in 
Gaul. See M. de Guignes, Mem. de I’Academie, tom. xxxvii, 
p.471— 475. 

Ou yx> mrs uiovto Tc(,\7.ia.g fuvTw cttr^aXu (p^myoi, ij.n m 

aiiToagc&TOf@-> TO s§'yovE7rtT'?'s«'yto-a»Ti^ 7 eT 0 ys* This ftrong declaration 
z % of 
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CHAP. From tliat £Era> they enjoyed the right of cele- 
at Arles the games of the Circus and 
by a hngiilar privilege, which was denied even 
to the Perfian monarch, thegoM coin, impreffed 
rivith their name and image, obtained a legal 
ciUTency in the empire A Greek hiftorian of 
that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with a partial enthufiafm, 
■which cannot be fufficiently juftihed by their 
domeftic annals*^'. He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity, their regular government, and 
orthodox religion ; and boldly afferts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguihied only by their 
drefs and language from the fubjedts of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition and lively graces, which, in every 
age have clifgnifed their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrhiiic merit. Perhaps Aga- 
thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid 

of Procopius (de Bel!. Gothic. I. jii. cap. 3.3. in tom. ii. p.41.), would 
almoft fuffice to juftify the Abbe Dufaos. 

The Franks, wlio probably ufed the mints of Treves, Lyons, 
and' Arles, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feventy*' 
twQ./olidi,' or pieces, to the pmund of gold. But as the Franks efta- 
blifiied only a decuple proportion of gold and filver, ten ftiillings 
will be a fufficien^ valuation of tbeir folldus of gold. It was the 
common ftandard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty r/e?2«w, 
or tiiver threepences, Tv.’elve of thefe denarii made a folidus, or 
fiiilling, the twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral Hvre, or 
pound of filver, which has been fo ftrangely reduced in modern 
France- See Le Blanc Traite Hiftorique des Monnoyes de France, 
P*37— 43>&c. 

Agathiasj in tom.ii. p. 47. Gregory of Tours exhibits a very 
difeent piifiure. Perhaps it would not be cafy, v/ithin the fame 
biftorical fpace, to find more vice and lefs virtue. We are continually 
fiiocked by the union of favage and corrupt manners. 


I 


progrefs 
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progrefs of their arms, and the fplendour of their CHAP, 
empire. Since the conqueft of Burgundy, Gaul, 
except the Gothic province of Septimania, was 
fubjedt, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clovis. 

They had extinguilhed the German kingdom of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated 
beyond the Rhine, into the heart of their native 
forefts. The Alemanni, and Bavarians, who had 
occupied the Roman provinces of Rhastia and 
Noricum, to the fouth of the Danube, confeffed 
themfeives the humble vaffals of the Franks 5 and 
the feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable of 
refilling their ambition. When the lall furvivor 
of the fons of Clovis united the inheritance and 
conquells of the Merovingians, his Idngdom ex- 
tended far beyond the limits of modern France. 

Yet modern France, fuch has been the progrefs 
of arts and policy, far furpafies in wealth, popu- 
loufnefs, and power, the Ipacious but fiivage 
realms of Clotaire or Dagobert*h 

The Franks or French, are the only people of Political 
Europe who can deduce a perpetual fuceefiion S™* 
from the conquerors of the Vfellern empire. 

But their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten 
centuries of anarchy, and ignorance. On the 
revival of learning, the lludents who had been 
formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, clif- 
dained their Barbarian ancefcorsj and a long 

M. de Foncemagne has traced, in a coiredl and elegant diiler- 
tatlon (Mem. de I’Academie, tom. viii, p. sos — ^538.), die eiiteat and 
limits of the French monarchy. , 
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c H A P. period elapfed before patient labour eould pm^. 

requifite materials to fatisfy, or rather 
to excite, the curiofity of more enlightened 
times At length the eye of criticifm and 
phiiofophy was dire6ted to the antiquities of 
France 5 but even phiiofophers have been tainted 
by the contagion of prejudice and paffion. The 
inoft extreme and excliifive fyftems of the per- 
fonai fervllude of the Gauls, or of their voluntary 
and equal alliance with the Franks, have been 
radily conceived and obflinately defended : and 
the iptemperate difputants have accufed each 
other of confpiring againft the prerogative of the 
crown, the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom 
of the people. Yet the fharp conflidl has ufefully 
exercifed the adverfe powers of learning and ge- 
nius*, and each antagonift, alternately vanqiiiflied 
and vidlorious, has extirpated fome ancient er- 
rors, and eflablifhed fome intereding truths. An 
impartial draiiger,inftrueled by their difcoveries, 
their difputes, and even their faults, may de- 
feribe, from the fame original materials, the date 
of the Roman provincials, after Gaul had fub- 

The Abbe Dubos (Hiftoire Critique, tom. i. p. 29 — 36.) ha? 
truly' aud agreeably reprefented the flow progrefs of thefe fliidies ; and 
he obferves, that Gregory of Tours was only once printed before 
the year 1560. According to the complaint of Ilelneccius (Ope- 
ra, tom. ill. Sylloge ill. p. 5148, &c.) Germany received v.?ith indif- 
ference and contempt the codes of Barbaric laws, which v/eve pub- 
lilhed by Heroldus, Lindenbrogius, &c. At prefent thofe laws (as 
far as they relate to Gaul), tlie hiftory'' of Gregory of Tours, and all 
the raonuroents of the Merovingian race, appear in a pure aad perfeiU 
ftate, in the firfl: four volumes of the hiftorians of France. 

•16 
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initted to the arms, and kw^ of the MeroYm- c j-i a P. 
gian kings 

The rucled, or the mod fervile, condition of Laws of 
liiimaii fociety, is regulated however by fome 
hxed and general rules. When Tacitus fiirveyed 
the primitive fimplicity of the Germans, he dif- 
covered fome permanent maxims or cuftoms, of 
public and private life, which were preferved 
by faithful tradition, till the introdu^ion of the 
art of writing, and of the latin tongue Be- 
fore the election of the Merovingian kings, the 
mod powerful tribe, or nation of the Franks, 
appointed four venerable chieftains to corapofe 
the /S'c/ic laws“j and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceffive ademblies of 
the people. After the baptifm of Clovis, he 


In the ipace of thirty years this int^reiiing' fub- 

je( 3 : has been agitated by the free fpirit of the Count de Boulaiuvil- 
Jiers (Meinoires Hiftoriques fur d’Etat de la France, particularly 
tom. i. p. 15-— 49.);. the learned ingenuity of the Abhe Dubos 
(Hiftpire Critique de I’EtabHlTement de la Monarchic Francoife dans 
ies Gauls, z vols. in 4to .) ; the eomprehenfive genius sf the prefi* 
dent de Montefquieu (£%& des Loix, particularly 1 . xxylii. xx?. 
xxxi.); and the good fenfe and diligence of the Abbe de Mably 
(.Obfervations fur I’Hlftoire de France, a vol. lamo.). 

I have deidved much luftrudlion from two learned yorks of 
Heineccius, the iLiJlory and the Elements of the Germanic kw. In 
a judicious preface to the Elements, he confiders, and tries to ex- 
cufe, the defers of that barbarous jurifpmdence. 

Latin appears to have been tlie original language of the Salic 
law. It was probably compofed in the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, before the aera (A.O. 4SI.) of the real or fabulous Phara- 
mond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced 
the four iegiflators ; and many provinces, Franconia, Saxony, Hano- 
ver, Brabant, &c. have claimed them as their ovra. See an excellent 
DilTertation of Heineccius, de Lege Salica, tom. iii. Syllqge iii. 
p. 

z 4 
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c H A P. reformed feveral articles that appeared iocompa? 
tible with Chriftianity : the Salic law was again 
amended by his fons; and at length, under the 
reign of Dagobert, the code was revifed and pro- 
mulgated in its actual form, one hundred years 
after the eftablifirment of the French monarchy. 
Within the fame period, the cuftoins of the Ripua- 
rians were tranfcribed and publiftied ; and Char- 
lemagne himfelf, the legiflator of his age and 
country, had accurately ftudied the Uvo national 
laws, which ftill prevailed among the Franks 
The fame care was extended to their vaffals ; and 
the rude inftitutions of the Alemanni and Bava- 
rians were diligently compiled, and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings. 
The Vyigoths siXid.Bu7'gundians^ wbofe conquefts 
in Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, fliewed lefs, 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of civilized fociety, Euric was tlie firft of the 
Gothic princes who exprefied in writing the man- 
ners and cufioms of his people 5 and the com- 
pofition of the Burgundian laws was a meafiire 
of policy rather than of jiiftice ; to alleviate the 
yoke, and regain the afFe 6 tioiis, of their Gallic 
Thus, by a fingular coincidence, the 
Germans 

Eglnhard, in Vit. Caroli Magni, c. 29. in tom.v. p. 100. By 
thefe two laws, moft critics underftand the Salic and the Ripuarian. 
The former extended from tlie Carbonarian foreft to the Loire 
(tom. iv. p., 151-), and the latter might be obeyed from the fame fo- 
fefl to the Rhine (tom. iv. p. 222.). 

Confult the ancient and modern prefaces of the feveral Codes in 
the fourth volume of the Hiftorians of France. The original 

prologue 
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Germans framed their artlefs inftitiitions, at a CHAP, 
time when the elaborate lyftem of Roman jurif- 
prudence was finally confiimmated. In the Salic 
laws, and the Panders of Juftinian, we may 
compare the firft rudiments, and the full matu- 
rity, of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifm, our 
calmer reflexions will afcribe to the Romans the 
fuperior advantages, not onlyof fcience and rea- 
fon, but of humanity and jufiice. Yet the law^s 
of the Barbarians w’ere adapted to their W' ants and 
defires, their occupations and their capacity; and 
they all contributed to preferve the peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety for 
whofe life they were originally efiabliflied. The 
Merovingians, inftead of impofing an uniform 
rule of conduX on their various fubjeXs, per- 
mitted each people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inftitu- 
tions/'^ ; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
common benefits of this legal toleration The 

children 

prologue to tlie Salic law exprelTes (tnough in a foreign dlaleit) the 
genuine fpirit of the Franks more forcibly than the ten books of 
Gregory of Tours. 

The Ripurian law declares, and defines, this Indulgence in 
favour of the plaintiff (tit. >:xxi. in tom. iv. p. 140.) ; and the lame 
toleration is underfiood, or expreffed, in ail the Codes;- exrent that of 
the Viligoths of Spain. Tanta diverfitas legum (fays Agubard in the 
ninth , centiiiy) quanta non Iblum in regionibtis, ant civkaulvu?, fed 
etuim in nniliis donuous habetur. Nam plerumquc coutingk utfivnul 
cant aiit fedeant quinque homines, et nulius eorum coramuiiieni legem 
cum altero habeat ^in tom. vi. p. 356.). He fooUflily proposes to intro. 

(luce an uiiilbnnity of law, as well as of faitit. 

Inter Romanos negotia caufarum Romanis legibus prsccipimus 
(ermmari. Such are the words of a general conftitution pronuti- 

gaied 
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c II A p. children embraced the to of their parents, the 
X3^XVili. of her hufband, the freedman that of 

patron; and, in all caiifes, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or ac- 
cufer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the 
defendant, who may always plead a judicial pre- 
furaption of right or innocence. ' A more ample 
latitude was allowed if every citizen, in the pre- 
fence of the judge, plight declare the law under 
which he delired to live, and the national fociety 
to which he chofe to belong. Such an indul- 
gence would abolidi the partial diftimStions of 
vidlory; and the Eoman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquiefee in the hardfliips of their condi- 
tion ; lince it depended on themfelves to affume 
the privilege, if they dared to affert the ebaradter, 
of free and warlike Barbarians 
Pecuniary When jiiftice inexorably requires the death of 
SsSe. ^ murderer, each private citizen is fortified by 
the affurance, that the laws, the magijfirate, and 


gated by Clotaire, the fon of Clovis, and the foie monarch of the Franks 
(in tom. iv. p. ii6.), about the year 560. 

This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit des 
Loix, 1 . xxviii. a.) from a conftitution of Lothaire I. (Leg. Lango- 
bard, 1 . ii. tlt.lvii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. 664.): though the exa,mpie 
is too recent and partial. From a various reading in the Salic Law 
(tit. xliv. not. xlv.), the AbbS de Mably (tom. i. p. £90 — 293.) has 
conjedlured, that, at firft, a Barbarian only, and afterwards any 
man (confequently a Roman) might live according to the law of the 
Franks. I am forry to offend this ingenious conjedlure by obferving, 
that the ftrldler fenfe (Barharum) is expreffed in the reformed 
copy of Chai'lemagne j which is confirmed by the Royal and Wol- 
fenbuttle MSS. The loofer interpretation {hominem) is authorized 
only by the MS. of Fulda, from whence Heroldus publifiied his edi- 
tion. See the four original texts of the Salic law, in tom. iv.p. 147. 
17.3. 196, a3o. 


the 
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the whole community, are the guardians of his c H A P. 
perfonal fafety. But in the loofe fociety of the 
Germans, revenge was always honourable, and 
often meritorious : the indepeiideiit warrior chaf- 
tifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in-^ 
juries which he had oiFered, or received; and he 
had only to dread the refentment of the fons, and 
kinfmen, of the enemy, whom he had facriheed 
to his fehilh or angry paffions. The magiftrate, 
confcious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pu- 
nifli, but to reconcile; and he was fatisfied if he 
could perfuade, or compel, the contending par- 
ties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine 
which had been afcertained, as the price of 
blood The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
have oppofed a more rigorous fentence ; the fame 
fierceiiefs defpifed thefe ineffectual refframts: 
and, when their fimple manners had been cor- 
rupted by the wealth of Gaul, the public peace 
was continually violated by aCts of liafly or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft government the fame 
penalty is inhiCted, or at leaft is impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na- 
tional inequality eftabllflied by the Franks, in 
their criminal proceedings, was the laft infult 

In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex*- 
piated by a pecuniary fatisfaAion to the family of the deceafed , 

(Feithius Antiquitat. Homeric. 1. ii. c. 8.). Heineccius, in his pre- 
face to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggefts, that at 
Rome and Athens homicide was only punifhed with exile. It is 
true; but exile was a capital pimiflunent for a citizen of Rome or 
Athens. , ' 

and 
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and abufe of conqneft’L In the calm moments 
of iegiflatioii they folemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of finaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antrujimi^\ a name expreffive 
of the moft illuftrioiis birth or dignity among 
the Franks, was appreciated at the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold j while the noble pro- 
vincial, who was admitted to the King^s table, 
might be legally murdered at the expence of 
three hundred pieces. Two hundred were deem- 
ed fufficient for a -Frank of ordinary condition; 
but the meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace 
and danger by a trifling compenfation of one 
hundred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had thefe 
laws been regulated by any principle of equity or 
reafon, the public protef^ion fliould have fup- 
plied ill jull proportion the want of perfonal 
ftrength. But the legiflator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the iofs of a 
foldier againflthat of a have: the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine ; and the flighteft aid was afibrded to 

’’ This proportion Is fixed by the Salic (tit. xliv. In tom. iv.p. 147.) 
a,nd Uie Ripuarlan (tit. vii. xi. xxxvi. in tom, iv, p- 337. *41.) laws : 
but the latter does not diftiiiguilh any difFerence cf Romans. Yet 
the orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks themfelves, 
and the Burgundians and Alemanni between the Franks and the 
.'Romans. 

Antrzijliones^ qui in triifie- Dominica, f tint ^ leudi,fideles, un- 
doubtedly reprefent the firft order of Franks ; but it is a queftion 
whether their rank was perfonal, or hereditary. The Abbe de 
Mably (tom. i. p. 334 — 347.) is not difpleafed to mortify the pride 
of birth (Efprit 1 . xxx. c. 25.) by dating the origin of French nobility 
from the reign of Clotaire 11 . (A. JD. 615.}. 

the 
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tlie moft defencelefs fubjeSls. Time infenfibly c h a p, 
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the pa- 
tience of the vanquiflied j and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fuffer 
more injuries than he could inflidt. As the man- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their 
laws were rendered more fevere ; and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigourof the Vifigoths and Burgundians”. Under 
the empire of Charlemagne murder was iiniver- 
fally punilhed with death ; and the ufe of capital 
punilhments has been liberally multiplied in the 
jurifprudence of modern Europe 

The civil and military profeffions, which had J«dg- 
been feparated by Conftantine, were again united 
by the Barbarians. The harfli found of the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollihed into the Latin, 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Prgefedl ; and the 
fame officer affiumed, within his didridt, the com- 
mand of the troops, and the adminiftration of 

See the Burgundian laws (tit.ii. in tom. iv. p. 357.). the 
Code of the Vifigoths ( 1 . vi. tit. v. in tom. iv. p. 384.)! and the 
conftitution of Childebert, not of Parisj but moft evidently of Au- 
ftrafia (in torn, iv- p.xiz.). Their premature feverity was fome- 
times ralh, and excefiive. Childebert condemned not only, murderers 
but robbers : quomodo fine lege involavit, fine lege moriatur ; and 
even the negligent judge was involved in the fame fentence. The 
Vifigoths abandoned an unfiiccefsful furgeon to the family of his 
deceafed patient, ut quod deco facere voluerint habeant poteftatera 
(l.xi. tit. i. in tom. iv. p. 435.). 

^'^See in the fixth volume of the works of Heinecclus, the Ele- 
menta Juris Germanici, I.ii. p.ii. N a6ij 36a. 380 — 383. Yet 
fome veftiges of thefe pecuniary conipofitiohs for murder have been 
traced in Germany, as late ss' the fixteenth century. ' * ' 

^ , juftice. 
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juilice”* But the fierce and illiterate chieftain 
was feldom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judge, which require all the faculties of a philo- 
fophic mind, laborioiiilycultivated by experience 
and fiudy ; and his rude ignorance was compelled 
to embrace fome fimple, and vifible, methods of ' 
afcertaining the caiife of jiiflice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punifli the falfehood, of human tef- 
timony j but this powerful inllrument was mif- 
applied and abufed, by the firaplicity of the Ger- 
man legiflators. The party accufed might juftify 
his innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witneffes, who folemnly 
declared their belief, or affurance, that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of the charge, 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied ; feventy-two voices were required to ab- 
folve an incendiary, or affaffin : and when the 
chaflityofaqueenof France "was fufpedled, three 
hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation, 
that the infant prince had been a6tualiy begotten 
by her deceafed hufband ’k The fin and fcan- 
dal of manifefl and frequent perjuries engaged 


The whole fubjeft of the Germaaic judges, and their jurifdic- 
tlon, is copioufly treated by Heineccius (Element. Jur. Germ. 1 . iii. 
N ' I — ']%.). I cannot find any proof, that, under the Merovingian 
race, the fcab'mi, or afleffors, were chofen by the people. 

Gregor. Turon. 1 , viH. c. 9. In tom. ii. p. 316. Montef- 
quieu obfers'es (Efpi'It des Loix, 1 . xxviii. c. 13.), that the Salic 
law did not admit thefe negatinie proofs fo univerfally eftabliflied in. 
the Barbaric codes. Yet this ohfcure concubine (Fredegundis), 
who’ became the wife of the graudfon of Clovis, rauft have followed 
the Salic law. 
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the magiftrates to remove thefe datigeroiis temp- chap. 
tations 5 and to fupply the defe6ts of human tefti* 
mony, by the famous experiments of fre and 
water. Thefe exti'aordinary trials were fo capri- 
ciouily contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition of a miracle. Such miracles 
were readily provided by fraud and credulity ; 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by this 
ealy and infallible method ; and the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdained the fen- 
tence of the magiftrate, fubiniffively acquiefced 
in the judgment of God 

But the trials by fingie combat gradually ob- Judicial 
tained fuperior credit and authority, among a 
warlike people, who could not believe, that a 
brave man deferved to fuffer, or that a coward 
deferved to live Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagoniff who was 
deflitiite of legal proofs ; and it was incumbent 
on them either to defert their caufe, or publicly 
to maintain their honour, in the lifts of battle. 

They fought either on foot or on horfeback, 

75 Muratorl, in the Antiquities of Italy, has given two DiiTerta- 
tions (xxxviii. xxxix.) on die judgments of Gad. It was expefled, 
that yrefliould not bum the innocent; and that the pure element 
«f Wij/er would not allow the guilty to fink into its bofom. 

Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, Lxxviii. 0.17.) has coade« 
fcended to explain and excufe « la ntaniere de penfet de nos peres,’'" 
on the fubjeft of judicial combats. He , follows this ftrange infti- 
tution from the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis ; and the 
philofopher is foJtJ,eti ws loft p the legal antiquarian. 

■ according 
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c H A R according to the ciiftotn of their nation^' ; and the 
decilion of the fword, or lance, was ratified by 
the fandtion of heaven,- of the judge, and of the 
people. This fanguinary law was introduced into 
Gaul by the Burgundians 5 and their legiflator 
Gimdobald-'^ condefcended to anfwer the com- 
plaints and objedlions of his fubjedl Avitus. 
“ Is it not true,” fiiid the King of Burgundy to 
the bifiiop, “ that the event of national wars, 
“ and private combats, is diredled by the judg- 
“ ment of God ; and that his providen ce a wards 

the vidtory to the jufter caiife ?” By fiich pre- 
vailing arguments, the abfurd and cruel pradlice 
of judicial duels, which had been peculiar to 
fome tribes of Germany,- was propagated and 
eftabliftied in all the monarchies of Europe, from 
vSicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten cen- 
turies, the reign of legal violence was not totally 
extinguifiied ; and the inefiedtual ceiifiires of 
faints, of popes, and of fynods, may feem to 
prove, that the influence of fuperflition is weak- 
ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and 

In a jnemorable duel at Aix-la-Cliapelle (A.D. 820.), before 
the Emperor Lewis the Pious, lus biographer obferves fecundura 
legem propriam, utpote quia uterque Gothus eiat, equeftri pugna 
congreflhs ell (Vit. Lud. Pii, c. 33. in tom. vi. p. 103.). Erniol- 
dus Nigellus (i.iii. 543— 628. in tom. vi. p. 48 — 50.), who defcxibes 
the duel, admires the ars nova of fighting on horfeback, which 
was unknowai to the Franks. 

In his original edidl, publilhed at Lyons (A.D. 501.) Gun- 
dobald ell'ablilhes and jullifies the ufe of judicial combat. Leg. 
Burgimd, tit. xlv. in tom ii. p, 267 — 268.). Three hundred years 
afterwards, Agobard, Bilhop of Lyons, folicited Lev, is tlie Pious to 
abolidi the law of an Arian tyrant (in tom. vi. p. 3s6-3sS.). He 
relates the converfation of Gimdobald and Avitus. 

■ . ■ liumanity. 
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The tribunals were ftained with the CHAP, 
blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpedtable citi- 
zens ; the law, which now favours the rich, then 
yielded to the ftrong ; and the old, the feeble, 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and pofieffions, to 
fuftain the dangers of an unequal conBiSt or to 

truft the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion. 

This opprellive jurifprudence wasimpofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in- 
juries in their perfons and property. Wiatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of indivi- 
duals, the victorious Barbarians excelled in the 
love and exercife of arms 5 and the vanquillaed 
Roman was iinjuilly fummoned to repeat, in his 
own perfon, the bloody contell, which had been 
already decided againfc his country 

A devouring hod of one hundred and twenty x>mfion 
thoufand Germans had formerly pafied the tands by 
Rhine under the command of Arioviftus. One SrUnT 


« Accldit (%s Agobard), ut non folum valentes viribus, fed 
etiam infirmi et fenes laceilantur ad pugnam, etiam pro viliffimis 
“ rebus. .Quibus foralibus certaminibus . contingent homicidla in- 
“ jufta; et crudeles ac perverfi eventus judidorum.” Like a 
prudent rhetorician, he fuppreffes the legal privilege of hiring 
champions. 

Monte'fquieu (Efprit des Loix, xxviii. c. 14.), who underftands 
the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgundians, Ripua- 
rians, Alemanni, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, Frllbns, and 
Saxons, Is fatisfied (and Agobard feems to countenance the aflertion), 
that it was not allowed by the Salic law. Yet the fame cuftom, at 
leaft in cafes of treafon, is mentioned by Ermoldus Nigellus (l.iii.' 
543. in tom. vi. p. 48.)^ and the anonjTHous biographer of Lewis the 
Pious (c. 46. in tom. vi. p. Ha.) as the « mos antiquus Francorum, 
“ more Francis folito,” &c. expreffioas too general to e.xclude the 
nobleft of their tribes. ; 
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c H A P. third part of the fertile lands of the Sequani was 

XXXViiL appropriated to their ufe j and the conqueror 
foon repeated his oppreffive demand of another 
third, for the accommodation of a new colony 
of twenty-four thoiifand Barbarians, whom he 
had invited to lliare the rich harvefl of Gaul 
At the diftance of five hundred years, the Vifi- 
goths and Burgundians, who revenged the de- 
feat of Arioviftus, ufurped the fame unequal pro- 
portion of ttoo thirds of the fubje6t lands. But 
this diftribution, infiead of fpreading over the 
province, may be reafonably confined to the pe- 
culiar difiricls where the vidlorious people had 
been planted by their own choice, or by the 
policy of their leader. In thefe diftridts, each 
Barbarian was conne6ted by the ties of hofpi- 
tality with foine Roman provincial. To this 
unwelcome gueft, the proprietor was compelled 
to abandon two thirds of his patrimony: but the 
German, a fliepherd, and a hunter, might fome- 
times content hiinfelf with a fpacioiis range of 
wood and patlure, and refign the fmalleft, though 
molt valuable, portion, to the toil of the induf 
trious hulbandman The filence of ancient 

Csefar de Bell. Gall. 1 . i. c. 31. in tom. 1. p. ai3. 

The obfcure hints of a divifion of lands occafionally fcattered in 
the laws of the Burgundians (tit. liv. N"' i. a. in tom. iv. p. ayi* 
a7a.), and Vifigoths (L x. tit, i. 8j 9. 16. In tom. Iv. p. 428, 429, 
430.), are Ikilfully explained by the prefident Montefquieu (Elprit ties 
Xoix, 1 . XXX. c. 7, 8, 9.). I lliall only add, that, among the Goths, 
the divifion feems to have been afcertained by tlie judgment of the 
neighbourhood; that the Barbarians frequently ulurped the remain- 
ing thirds and, that the Romans might recover their right, unlefs 
they were barfed by a prefcriptiou of fifty years. 


and 
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and authentic tefliinony has encouraged an 
opinion, that the rapine of the Franks was not 
moderated, or difguifed, by the forms of a legal 
divilion ; that they diiperfed theihfelves over 
the provinces of Gaul, without order or con- 
troui j and that each vi6torious robber, accord- 
ing to his wants, his avarice, and his ftrength, 
me'afured with his fword the extent of his new 
inheritance. At a diftaiice from their fovereign^ 
the Barbarians might indeed be tempted to ex?- 
ercife fucli arbitrary depredation ; but the firm 
and artful policy of Clovis muftcurb a licentious 
ipirit, which would aggravate the mifery of the 
vanquifiied, wdiilR it corrupted the union and 
difcipline of the conquerors. The memorable 
vafe of Soifibns is a monument, and a pledge, of 
the regular diflribution of the Gallic Ipoils. It 
was the duty, and the interell, of Glovis, to pro- 
vide rewards for a fuccefsful army, and fettle?* 
ments for a numerous people ; without infli6ling 
any wanton, or fuperfluous injuries, on tile loyal 
catholics of Gaul. The ample fund, which he 
might lawfully acquire, of the Imperial patri- 
mony, vacant lands, and Gothic ufurpations, 
would diminifli the cruel neceffity of feiziire and 
confifcation ; and the humble provincials would 
more patiently acquiefce in the equal and re- 
gular diflribution of their lofs®’,. 


c 


It Is fingular enough, that the prelident de Montefquieu (Efpiit 
des Loix, l.xxx. c. 7.), and the Abbe de Mably (Obfervations, toni.i. 
p. ai, aa.)> hi this ftrange fuppolitipn of arbitrary and private 

rapine. The Count de Boulainvilliers (Etat de la Franee, tom i. 
p. 27 ,, 23.) Oiew^a ftrong underftanding, through a cloud of ignorance 
and prejudice. 
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c H A p. The wealth of the Merovingian princes coii« 
SfSZj their extenfive domain. After the coii« 

Domain qiiofl of Gaul, they ftill delighted in the ruftic 
and bene- fimplicity of their anceftors 5 the cities were 
Sovin-^ abandoned tofoiitude and decay; and tlieir coinSj 
ginians. their charters, and. their fynods, are jftiil infcribed 

with the names of the villas, or rural palaces, 
in which they fucceffively redded. One hun- 
dred and dxty of thefe a title which 

need not excite any unfeafonable ideas of art 
or luxury, ■were fcattered through the provinces 
of their kingdom ; and if fome might claim the 
honours of a fortrefs, the far greater part could 
be efleeraed only in the light of profitable farms. 
The manlion of the long-haired kings was fur- 
rounded with convenient yards, and ftables, for 
the cattle and the poultry; the garden was 
planted with ufefiil vegetables; the various 
trades, the labours of agriculture, and even the 
arts of hunting and fifhing, were exercifed by 
fervile hands for the emolument of the fovereign; 
his magazines were filled with corn and wine, 
either for fale or conflimption ; and the whole 
adminiflration was condudled by the ftridlefl 
maxims of private oeconomy This ample pa- 
trimony was appropriated to fupply the hofpitable 

See the ruftic edidl, or rather code of Charlemagne, which con- 
tains feventy diftindl; and minute regulations of that great mo- 
narch (in tom. V. p. 65a — 65 7.). He requires an account of the 
horns and fkins of the goats, allows his fifii to be fold, and carefully 
dire3:3, that the larger villas {Capitaneo;) fliall maintain one hun- 
dred hens and thirty geefej a«d the fraaller {Mwi/!o?mles) fifty hens 
and twelve geefe. Mabillon (de Re Diplomatica) has inveftigated 
the names, the number, and the fituation of the Merovingian 
villas. 

■plenty 
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plenty of Clovis, and his fucceffors ; and to re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave companions, who, 
both in peace and war, were devoted to their 
perfbnal fervice. Indead of an horfe, or a luit of 
armour, each companion, according to his rank, 
or merit, or fiivoaiv was invefted with a henejice^ 
the primitive name, and mod fiiiiple form, of the 
feudal poflWions. Tliefe gifts might be refumed 
at the pleafure of the fbvereigiii and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupportfrom the influ- 
ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
was gradually abolilhed'^® by the independent 
and rapacious nobles of France, who eflabliflied 
the perpetual property, and hereditary fiicceffion, 
of their benefices j a revolution faiutary to the 
earth, which had been injured, or negle6'led, by 
its precarious mailers Befides thefe royal and 
beneficiary eflates, a large proportion had been 
afligned in the divifion of Gaul, of allodial and 
Salk lands : they were exempt from tribute, and 
the Salic lands w^ere equally fliared among the 
male defcendants of the Franks 

from a paflage of the Burgundian law (tlt.i. 4. in tonx.ir. 
p. a57.) it is evident, that a defervdng fon might expeA to hold the 
lands which his father had received from the royal bounty of Gundo- 
bald. The Burgundians would firmly maintain their privilege, and 
their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

The revolutions of the benefices and fiefs are clearly fixed by 
the Abbe de Mably. His accurate diftindiiion times gives him a 
merit to which even Montefquieu is a ftranger. 

See the Salic law (tit. lxii. in tora.iv. p. 156.). The origia 
and nature of thefe Salic lands, which in times of ignorance were 
perfedlly underftood, now perplex our molt learned and fagacioua 
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c H A P. In the bloody difcorch and filent decay of the 
XXXViJi. Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in 
Private tlie provincfes, who, under the appellation of 
iifurpa- Seniors^ or Lords, ufurped a riglit to govern, and 
^ a licence to opprefs, the tlibjeels of their peculiar 

territory. Their ambition might be cliecked by 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal : but the laws 
•were extingiiillied; and the facrilegious Barba- 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or would feidom relpecl the land- 

marks of a profane and defencelels neighbour. 
The common, or public rights of nature, fhch 
as they had always been deemed by tfie Roman 
jurifprudence®^, were feverely reilrained by the 
German conquerors, -whofe amufemeiit, or rather 
paffion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion, which Man has affumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and tlie waters, 
was confined to fbine fortunate individuals of the 
human fjpecies. Gaul was again overfjj read with 
woods ; and the animals, who were referved for 
the life, or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage, 
with impunity, the fields of hisindnftrious valfals. 
The clrace was the facred piivilege of the nobles 
andtheir domeflic fervaiits. Plebeian tranfgreifors 
w- ere legally chaflifed with flripes and imprifon- 

Many of tlie two hundred and fix ttiirades of St. Martin (Greg. 
Turon. in Maxima. Bibliotheca Patrum, tom. jti. 0.896 — 9,ta.) 
were repeatedly performed to punilli facrilege. Audite Kkc onmes 
(exclaims the bifiiop of Tours), poteftatem habentes, rd'ter relating-, 
how fome horfes run mad, that had been turned into a facred 
meadow. . 

Heinec, Element. Jur, German. I, ii, p. i. IST® 8. 
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but in an age which admitted a flight c i-i A P. 
compofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- ^^xviii. 
pital crime to deflroy a flag or a wild bull within 
the precindls of the royal forefls 

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Perfona! 
conqueror became the lawful mailer of the enemy 
whom he had fubdued and fpared®*: and the 
fruitful caufe of peribnal flavery, vdiich liad been 
almofl fupprefled by the peaceful fovereignty of 
Kome, was again revived and multiplied by the 
perpetual hoftiiities of the independent Barba- 
rians. The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, 
who returned from a lliccefsful expedition, 
dragged after him a long train of fiieep, of oxen, 
and of human captives whom he treated with the 
fame brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant 
form and ingenuous afpedl, were fet apart for the 

Jonas, Biihop of Orleans (A.D. 8ii— ^8a6, Cave, Hift. Litr- 
teraria, p. 44 J.) cenfures tlie lethal tyranny of the nobles. Pro feris, 
quas cura hominum non aluit, fed Deus in commune mortadibus ad 
ntendum conceffit, pauperes a poteutioribus fpoliantur, flagellantur, 
ergaftulis detmduntur, et muka alia patinntur. Hoc enina qui f^ciunt, 
legevmndi fe facere jufte pofle contendant. De Inftitutione Laicorum, 

I.ii; c. 23. apud ThomaffinjDifcipHne de iTglife, tom,iu. p. 1348. ^ 

On a mere fufpicion, Chundo, a chamberlain of Gonti'am, King 
of Burgundy, was ftoned to death (Greg. Turon, I.x. c. 10. in tom.ii. 

р. 369.). John of Salilbury (Policrat. l.I. c. 4.) afferts the rights of 
nature, and expofes the cruel pradlice of the twelfth century. See 
Heineccius, Elem. Jur. Germ. 1 . ii. p. I. N'51 — 57. 

®t The cuftom of enflaving priibners of war was totally extin- 
guifhed ill the thirteenth century, by the, prevailing influence of Chrif- 
tianlty ; but it might be proved, from frequent paflages of Gregory of 
Tours, &c. that it was pradlifed, without cenfure, under the Mero- 
vingian nice; and even Grotius himfelf (de Jure Belli et Pads, 1 . hi. 

с. 7.'), as well as his commentator Barbeyrac, have laboured to recon- 
xile it with the laws of nature and reafon. 
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c HA P. domeHic fervice ; a doiibtfui fituation, which 

,xxx¥iii. alternately expofed them to the favourable, or 
cruel, impulfe of paffion. The ulefiii mechanics 
and fervants (finiths, carpenters, taylors, llioe- 
inahers, cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in 
gold and filver, &c.) employed their ilvill for the 
ufe, or profit, of their mailer. But the Homan 
captives who were deflitute of art, but capable of 
labour, were condemned without regard to their 
former rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the 
lands of the Barbarians. The number of the here- 
ditary bondfmen, who were attached to the Gallic 
eftates, was continually increafed by new fupplies ; 
and the fervile people, according to the fituation 
and temper of their lords, was fometimes raifed 
by precarious indulgence, and more frequently 
deprefied by capricious defpotifm An abfolute 
power of life and death was exercifed by thefe 
lords j and when they married their daughters, a 
train of uleful fervants, chained on the w^aggons 
to prevent their efcape, w^as fent as a nuptial pre- 
fentinto a dillant country"®. The majefty of the 
Homan laws protected the liberty of each citizen, 
againft the ralh effedls of his own diftrefs, or de- 


The ftate? profeffions, &c. of the Germatij Italian, and Gallic 
Haves, during the middle ages, are explained by Helneccius (Element. 
Jur. Germ. 1 . i. N'’ 38 — 47,), Muratori (Diflertat. xiv. xv.). Ducange 
(GlolT. fub. voce Servi)) and the Abbe de Mably (Obfervations, 
tom. ii. p. 3, &c. p. 337, Ac. ' 

Gregor)f of Tours ( 1 . vi. c. 45. intom.il. p. 389.) relates a me- 
morable example, in which Chilperic only abiifed the private rights of 
a mailer. Many families, which belonged to his domus fifcaks in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, were forcibly fent away into Spain. 

16 fpain 
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fpair. But the fubje6ls of the Merovingian kings 
might alienate their perfonal freedom ; and this 
a6l of legal filicide, which was faiiiiiiadypradlifed, 
is expreffed in terms rnoft dilgraceful and afflidl- 
ing to the dignity of human nature^^. The ex- 
ample of the poor, who purchafed life by the 
facridce of all that can render life defirable, was 
gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout, 
who, in times of public diforder, pufillaiiimoufly 
crowded to flielter tbemfelves under the battle- 
ments of a powerful chief, and around the flirine 
of a popular faint. Their fubmiffion was accepted 
by thefe temporal, or Spiritual, patrons ; and the 
hafty tranfa^tion irrecoverably fixed their own 
condition, and that of their lateft pollerity. From 
the reign of Clovis, during five fucceffive cen- 
turies, the law's and manners of Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the increafe and to confirm 
the duration, of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
. violence almofi; obliterated the intermediate ranks 
of fociety j and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
val between the noble and the Have. This arbi- 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
pride and prejudice into a national diftindlion, 
iiniverfally eftabliflied by the arms and the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed 
their genuine, or fabulous, defcent, from the 

59 Licentiam habeatis miM qualemcunque voluerltis dlfciplinam 
ponere : vel venumdare, aut quod vobis placuent de me facere. 
Marculf. Formul. 1 . ii. aS. in torn. iv. p.497. The Formula Lin- 
.deiibrogius (p. 559.), and that of Anjou (p. 56^;.) are to the fame 
effecSl. Gregory of Tours (I, vii. c.45. in tom.u. p. 311.) fpealcs 
of many perfous, who fold themfelyes for bread, ia a great famine. 

■ inde- 
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CHAP, independent and vi6lorioiis Franks, have affertedj 
and abufed, the indefeafible right of cooqiieft, 
over a proftrate crowd of flaves and plebeians, 
to whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace 
of a Gallic, or Roman, extradtion. 

Example The general date and revolutions of Frmice, a 
of Au- name wliicli was impofed by the conquerors, may 
be iiiiillrated by the particular example of a pro- 
vince, a diocefe, or a fenatorial family. Auvergne 
had formerly maintained a juft pre-eminence 
among the independent flates and cities of Gaul. 
The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a 
iingular trophy j the fword of Cmfar himfelf, 
which he had loft when he was repulfed before the 
walls of Gergovia As the common ofispring 
of Troy , they claimed a fraternal allian ce with the 
Romans ; and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of 
the Weftern empire might have been prevented 
or delayed. They firmly maintained the fidelity 
which they had reludlaiitlyfworn to the Vifigothsj 
but when their braveft nobles had fallen in the 
battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift- 
ance, a vidlorious and catholic fovereign. This 

When Csefar faw it, he laughed (Plutarch, in Cafar. in tom. i, 

р. 409.) : yet he relates his unfuccefsiul liege of Gergovia, with lefs 
franknefs than we might expedt from a great man to -whoin viftoiy 
W'as familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he loft 
forty-fix centurions and feven hundred men (de Bell. Gallico, 1 . vi. 

с. 44 — 53. in tom. i. p. 370— a'/»- 

Audebant fe quondam fratres Latio dicere, et fanguine ab 
Iliaco populos computare (Sidon. Apolllnar. I. vli. epift. 7. in tom. i, 
p. 79 9.). I am not informed . of the degrees and circurnftances of this 
fabulous pedigree. 
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eafy and valuable conquefl was atchieved, and chap. 
poffeffed, by Theodorie, the eldeltfon of Clovis: ^-xxviir. 
but the remote province was feparated from his 
Auflrafian dominions, by the intermediate king- 
doms of Soifibns, Paris, and Orleans, which 
-formed, after tlieir father’s death, the inheritance 
of his three brothers. The King of Paris, Childe- 
bert, was tempted by the neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne '"h The Upper country, 
w'liich rifes towards the foiith into the mountains 
of the Ceveiines, prefented a rich and various 
profpect of woods and pailures ; the tides of the 
hills were clothed with vines; and each eminence 
W'as crowned with a villa or caflle. In the Lower 
Auvergne, the river Allier dow^s through the fair 
and fpacious plain of Limagne ; and the inex- 
hauftible fertility of the foil fupplied, and ftill 
fupplies, without any interval of repofe, tlie con- 
tiant repetition of the fam e barvefts '"‘k On the 
fade report, that their lawful fovereign had been 
ilain in Germany, the city and diocefe of Aii- 
vergn e were betrayed by tb e gran dfon of Sidoii i us 
Apoiiinaria. Childebert enjoyed this ciandeiline 

Either the firft, or fecond, partition among the fons of Clovis, 
had given Eeriy to Chiidebert (Greg. Turon. 1 . Hi. c. 13. in tom. ii. 
p. 197.). Volim (laid he), Arvemam qua tanta jociindltatis 

gratia refuIgcve tliLltsr oculis cernere (!. Hi. c. 9. p. 191. ) The fiice 
of the conwhj was concealed by a thick fog, when the lving of Paris 
made his entry into Clermont, 

For the defciiption of Anvcrgme, lee Sidonius ( 1 . iv. epift. 31. 
in tom. i. p. 793.), with the notes of Savaron and Sirmond (p. a79. 
and 51. of their refpecHve editions). Boulainviriiers (Etat de la 
France, tom, H. p. 343 — 26S.^ and the Abbe de la Longueriie 
(Defcription de la France, part i. p. 133 — 139.). 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


364 

CHAP. viiSlory ; and the free fubje6ls of Theodorlc 
XXXVIII. threatened to defert his Ilandard, if he indulged 
his private refentment, while the nation was en- 
gaged in the Burgimdiaii war. But the Franks 
of Aullrafia fbon yielded to the perfuafive elo- 
quence of their king, “ Follow mef ’ faid Tiieo- 
doric, into Auvergne : I will lead you into a 
province, where you may acquire gold, lilver, 
“ flaves, cattle, and precious apparel, to the full 
“ extent of your willies. I repeat my promife j 
‘‘ I give you the people, and their wealth, as 
“ your prey j and you may tranfport them at 
“ pleafure into your own country.” By the ex- 
ecution of this promife, Theodoric jullly forfeit- 
ed the allegiance of a people whom he devoted 
to deflrudtion. His troops, reinforced by the 
fiercell Barbarians of Germany fpread de- 
folation over the fruitful face of Auvergne j and 
two places only, a llrong callle and a holy Ihrine, 
were faved, or redeemed, from their licentious 
fury. The callle of Meroliac was feated on a 
lofty rock, which rofe an hundred feet abcH\^e the 
furface of the plain ; and a large refer voir of frelli 
water w^as mclofed,with fome arable lands,withiii 

Furorem gentium, quse de ulteriore Rhenl amnis parte vene- 
rent, fuperare non poterat (Greg.Turon. I. iv. c. 50. in tom. ii. 
aap.), was the excufe of another king of Auftrafia '(A-D. 574.}, 
for the ravages which his troops committed in the neighbourhood 
of Paris. ■' 

From the name and fituation, the Benedidllne editors of Gre- 
gory of Tours (ill tom. ii. p. 19a.) have fixed this fortrefs at a place 
named Cajiel Merliact two miles from Mauriac, in the Upper Au- 
vergne. In tills defcription, I tranflate infra as If I read intra ; the 
two prepofitions are perpetually confounded by Gregory, - or his 
tranfcribers ; and the fenfe mull: always decide. 
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the circle of its fortifications. The Franks be- c i-i A p. 
held with eiwy and defpair this impregnable fort- 
refs : but they furprifed a party of My llragglers : 
and, as they were opprefied by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom, 

. the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
vidlims, whom the cruel Barbarians w’^ere pre- 
pared to maflacre on the rcfufal of the garrifon. 

Another detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, 
or Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their 
valuable effects, had taken refuge in the fandtiiary 
of St. Julian. The doors of the church refilled 
the aifault 5 but a daring foldier entered through 
a window of the choir, and opened a pafiTage to 
his companions. The clergy and people, the 
facred and the profane fpoils, were rudely torn 
from the altar ; and the facrilegious divifion was 
made at a fmall dillance from the town of Brioude. 

But this a<5l of impiety was feverely challifed by 
the devout fon of Clovis. He punifhed with 
death the moll atrocious offenders; left their 
fecret accomplices to the vengeance of St. Julian; 
releafed the captives ; reftored the plunder ; and 
extended the rights of fan 6 tuary, five miles 
round the fepulchre of the holy martyr 

Before the Aullrafian army retreated from Au- story of 
vergne, Theodoric exacted fome pledges of the 

See tliefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory of 
Tours (l.ii. c. 37. in toin.ii. p. 183. and Liii. c.9. la, 13, p. 191, 

19a. de Miraculis St. Julian, c.13. in tom. ii. p.466.). He fre- 
ijueptly betrays his extraordinary' attention to his native country. ® 
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CHAP, future loyalty of a people, wliofe juft hatred 
could be reftrained only by their fear. A fele6l 
band of noble youths, the tons of the principal 
fenators, was delivered to the conqueror, as the 
lioftages of thefiiith of Childebert, and of their 
countrymen. On the firfl rumour of war, or 
confpiracy, thefe guiltlefs youths were reduced 
to a date of fervitude ; and one of them, Atta- 
ins whofe adventures are more particularly 
related, kept his mailer’s horfes in the diocefe of 
Treves. After a painful fearch, he was difco- 
vered, in this unworthy occupation, by the 
emiffaries of his grandfather Gregory Biiliop of 
Langres j but his offers of ranfom were ilernly 
reje^ed by the avarice of the Barbarian, who 
required an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his noble captive. His deli- 
verance was effe<5led by the hardy ilratagem of 
Leo, a have belonging to the kitchens of the 
Bifliop of Langres An unknown agent eaiily 

The ftory of Attalus Is related by Gregory of Tours ( 1 . ill. 
c. i6. in tom. ii- p. 193 — 195.)* His editor, the P. Ruinart, 
confounds tliis Attalus, who was a youth (puer) in the year 53a 
with a frien«| of Sidonius of the fame name, who was count of 
Autun, fifty or fixty years before. Such an error, which cannot 
be imputed to ignorance, is excufed, in fome degree, by its own 
magnitude. 

This Gregoiy, the great grandfather of Gregory of Tours 
pn tom- ii. p. 197. 490.) lived ninety-two years ; of which he 
paired forty as count of Autun, and thirty-tw^o as bilhop of Langres, 
According to the poet .Fortunatus, he difplayed equal merit 
thefe different ftations. 

Npbilis antiqua decurrens prole parentum, 

Nobilior geftis, nunc fuper aftra manet. 

Arbiter ante ferox, dein plus ipfe facerdos, 

Quos domuit judex, foyet amore patris. 
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introduced him into the fame family. The Bar- chap. 
barian piirchafed Leo for the price of twelve 
pieces of gold 5 and was pleafed to learns that he 
was deeply ikilled in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table : “ Next Sunday,” faid the Frank, “ I 
“ fliall invite my neighbours, and kinfmen. 

“ Exert thy art, and force them to confefs, that 
they have never feen, or taded, fuch an en» 

“ tertainraent, even in the king’s houfe.” Leo 
alTured him, that if he w^ould provide a fufficient 
quantity of poultry, his willies lliould be fatis- 
fied. The m after, who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, affumed, as his own, 
the praife which the voracious guefts unanimoully 
bellowed on his cook 5 and the dexterous Leo 
infenlibly acquired the trull and management of 
his houfehold. After the patient expe6lation of a 
whole year, he cautioully whiQ)ered his delign to 
Attains, and exhorted him to prepare for flight 
in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table ; and 
the Frank’s fon-in-law, whom Leo attended to 
his apartment with a nocturnal potation, conde- 
fcended to jell on the facility with which he might 
betray his trull. The intrepid flave, after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery, entered his maf- 
ter’s bed-chamber; removed his fpear and 
lliield; lilently drew the fleetell horfes from the 
liable; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and ex- 
cited Attains to fave his life and liberty by 
incelllint diligence. Their apprehenfions urged 
them to leave their horfes on the banks of the 

Meufe; 
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CHAP. Meiife ; they fwain the river, wandered three 
days in the adjacent forefl, and fubfifted only 
by the accidental difcovery of a wild plum-tree. 
As they lay concealed in a dark thicket, they 
heard the noife of horfes j they were terrified by 
the angry countenance of their inafter, and they 
anxioufly liflened to his declaration, that, if he 
could feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he 
would cut in pieces with his fword, and would 
expofe the other on a gibbet. At length, Atta- 
ins, and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly 
habitation of a prelbyter of Rheims, who re- 
cruited their fainting lirength with bread and 
wine, concealed them from the fearch of their 
enemy, and fafely condu6ted them, beyond the 
limits of the Aullralian kingdom, to the epifco- 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his 
grandfon with tears of joy, gratefully delivered 
Leo, with his wdiole family, from the yoke of 
fervitude, and bellowed on him the property of 
a farm, where he might end his days in happinels 
and freedom. Perhaps this lingular adventure, 
which is marked with fo many circumllances of 
truth and nature, was related by Attalus bimfelf, 
to his coulin, or nephew^, the firft hillorian of 
the Pranks. Gregory of Tours"*® was born 

about 

^*^5 ]vi. de Valois, and the P. Ruinart, are determined to 
change th.e Mo/elJa of the text into Mofa, it becomes me to acquiefce 
in the alteration. Yet, after forae examination of the topography, 
1 could defend the common reading. 

The parents of Gregory (Gregorius Plorentius Georgius) 
were of noble extrailion (natalibus • . ♦ ilhijires)^ and they poflelled 
large efiates (latifmidia) both in Auvergne and Burgundy. He was 
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Eibout fixty years after the death of Sidotiius chap. 
Apoliinaris ; and their lituation was almofl fimi- . 

kr, fince each of them was a native of Auvergne, 
a fenator, and a bifliop. The difference of their 
ffyle and fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the 
decay of Gaul ; and clearly afcertain how much 
in fo fliort a fpace, the human mind had loft of 
its energy and refinement “h 

V/e are now qualified to defpife the oppofite. Privileges 
and perhaps, artful, mifreprefentations, which 
have foftened, or exaggerated, the oppreffion of Gaui. 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians. The conquerors never promulgated 
any univerfal edi<5t of fervitude, or confifcation : 
but a degenerate people, who excufed their 
weaknefs by the fpecious names of politenefs and 
peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in- 
fulted their poffefiions, their freedom, and their 
fafety. Their perfonal injuries were partial and 
irregular j but the great body of the Romans 

born m the year 539, was cohfecrated Biihop of Tours in 573, and 
died in 593, or 595, foon after he had termuiated his hlftory. See 
his Life, by Odo, Abbot of Clugny (in tom. ii. p. 129 — 135.), and a 
new Life in the Memoires de I’Academie, &c. tom. xxvi. p- 598 
—637. ^ 

Decedente atque immo potius pereunte ab urbibus Gallicanis 
liberalium cultura literarum, &c. (in prsefat, in tom. ii. p. 137.), is 
tile complaint of Gregory himfelf, which he fully verifies by his own 
work. His llyle is equally devoid of elegance and fimplicity. In a 
confpicuous ftation he ftill remained a fenger to his own age and 
country ; and In a prolix work (the five laft books contain ten years) 
he has omitted almofl: every thing that pofterity defires to learn. ' 

I have tedioufly acquired, by a painful perufal, the right of pro- 
nouncing this unfavourable fentence. 

VOL. VI. B B furvived 
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C H A P. furtivM tllfe revolution, and ftiil preferved tlie 
xxxvni. pyQpe|.j.y^ and privileges, of citizens. A large 
portion of their lands was exacted for the ufe 
of the Franks : but they enjoyed the remainder, 
exempt from tribute j and the fame irreMibie 
violence which fwept away the arts and manur 
fadtures of Gaul, deftroyed the elaborate and 
expenfive lyftein of Imperial defpotifm. The 
Provincials mull frequently deplore the lavage 
jurifprudence of the Salic or Ripuarian laws; 
but their private life, in the important concerns 
of marriage, teftaments, or inheritance, was ftill 
regulated by the Theodofian Code ; and a diL 
contented Roman might freely afpire,or defcend, 
to the charadler and title of a Barbarian. The 
honours of the Hate were acceffible to his ambi- 
tion : the education and temper of the Romans 
more peculiarly qualified them for the offices of 
civil government ; and, as foon as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour, they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks, or even at the 
head, of the victorious Germans. I fhall not 
attempt to enumerate the generals and magh 
flrates, whofe names atteft the liberffi policy 

”* The Abbe de Mably (tom. i. p. 247 — ^67) has diligently eon- 
firmed this opinion of tlie pfefident de Montefquieu (Efprit dcs Loix, 
i. XXX. c. 13.). 

See Dubos, Hiffi. Critique de la Monarchic Fraiifoife, tom. ih 
1 . Vi. c. 9, 10. The French Antiquarians eftablifli as a principle, that, 
the Romans and Barbarians may be diftingtiifhed by tlieir names. 
Their names undoubtedly form a reafonable pvefumption / yet in 
reading Gregory of Toum, I have oblerved Gondulphus, of Senato- 
nian or llornain extradiion (l.vl. c. ii. in tom.ii. p. 373.}; and 
Claudius, a Barbarian (1. vii. c. *9. p. 303.). 

ot 
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©f tlie Merovingians. The fupreme command c H A p. 
of Burgundy, with the title of Patrician, was '^xxvtil 
fuGceffively entrufted to the three Bomans; 
and the laft, and moft powerful, Mummolus 
who alternately faved and difturbed the mo- 
narchy, had fupplanted his father in the ftation of. 

Count of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty 
talents of gold, and two hundred and fifty talents 
of fiiver. The fierce and illiterate Barbarians 
were excluded, during feveral generations, ifom 
the dignities, and even from the orders, of 
the church The clergy of Gaul confified 
almoft entirely of native provincials; the haughty 
Franks fell proftrate at the feet of their fubjedls, 
who were dignified with the epifcopal chara{aer 
and the power and riches which had been loll in 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperflition 
In all temporal affairs, the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy ; but the Barbaric 
jurifprudence had liberally provided for the:ir 
perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent to 
two Franks ; the antruftion, and priell, were 
held in fimilar efiimation; and the life of a 
bifiiop was appreciated far above the common 

Euoius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of 
Tours, from the fourth (c. 4a. p. 324.) to the feventh (c. 40*- 
p. 310.) book. The computation by talents is lingular enough ; but 
if Gregory attached any meaning to that obfolete word, the ti'cafures 
of Mummolus muft have exceeded ipo,oool. fterling. 

Sec Fleuiy-, Difcours Hi. fyr I’Hiftoire Ecclefiaftique. 

The Bilhop of Tours himfelf has recorded the complaint of 
Chilperlc, the grandfon of Glovis. Ecce pauper remanfit Fifcus 
nolter; ecce divitlie noftr® ad ecciefias funt tranflalEe ; nulli pciiitus 
nifi foil Epifcopi regnant ( 1 . vi. c. 46. in tom. ii. p. 291.). 

B B 2 ftandard. 


the decline and fall 

c H A F. ftandard, at tlie price of nine hundred pieces of 
xxxvm. gold'^L The Romans communicated to their 
^ conquerors the ufe of the Chrifliaii religion and 
Latin language : but their language and their 
religion had alike degenerated from the liraple 
purity of the Aiigiiftan, an.d Apollilic, age. The 
progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifm was rapid 
and univerfal ; the worlliip of the faints con- 
cealed from vulgar eyes the God of the Chrif- 
tians ; and the ruftic dialect of peafants and fol- 
diers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and pro- 
nunciation. Yet fuch intercourfe of facred and 
focial communion eradicated the 'diftindlions of 
birth and vi^ory ; and the nations of Gaul were 
gradually confounded under the name and go- 
vernment of the Tranks. 

Anarchy The Franks, after they mingled with their 
Fnnks fLibje(5ts, might have imparted the moll 

valuable of human gifts, a Ipirit, and lyllem, 
of conflitutioiial liberty. Under a king here- 
ditary but limited, the chiefs and counlellors 

See the Ripuariati Code (tit. xxxvi. in, torn. iv. p. »4i ). The 
Salic law does not provide for the fafety of the clergy, and we- 
inight fuppofe, ou the behalf of the more civilized tribe, that they 
had not forefeen fuch an impious acl as the murder of a prieft. Yet 
Prsetextatijs, Archbiihop of Rouen, was afiaffinated by the order of 
Queen Fredegundis before the altar (Greg. Turon. 1 . vili. c. 31. in 
tom.ii, p. 326.). 

"" M. Bonamy (Mem- de I’Academie des Infcriptlons, tom. xxiy. 
p. 58a— 670.) has afcertained the Lingim Rommia Rujlka, which. 
through tlie medium of the Romance^ lizs gradually been polifhed 
into the adlual form of the French language. Under the Carlovinglan 
race, the kings and Jiobies of France fUU undei-ftood the dialedf of their 
German ajicellors. 

might 
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might have debated, at Paris, in the palace of c H A 
the Csefars : the adjacent field where the Em- 
perors reviewed their mercenary legions,^woiild 
have admitted the legiflative affembly of freemen 
and warriors 5 and the rude model, which had 
been iketched in the woods of Germany”^, 
might have been poliflied and improved by the 
civir wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs 
Barbarians, fecure of their perfonalindependence, 
difdained the labour of government : the annual 
affemblies of the month of March were filently 
aboliflied ; and the nation was feparated, and al- 
moR difiblved, by the conqueft of GauP*®. The 
monarchy was left without any regular ellablilh- 
ment of juflice, of arms, or of revenue. The 
fucceflbrs of Clovis wanted refoliition to affume, 
or llrength to exercife, the leghlative and exe- 
cutive powers, which the people had abdicated : 
the royal perogative was diRinguillied only by a 
more ample privilege of rapine and murder ; and 
the love of freedom, fo often invigorated and 
difgraced by private ambition, was reduced, 
among the licentious Franks, to the contempt 
of order, and the defire of impunity. Seventy- 
five years after the death of Clovis, his grandfon, 
Gontran, King of Burgundy, fent an army to 
invade the Gothic poffeflions of Septimania, or 

”9 Ce beau fyfteme a ke Wouve dans les bois. Montefquieu, 

Efprit des LoiX) 1. xi. c. 6 . ' - 

See the Abbe de Mably. Obfei-rations, &c. tom. L p. 34 — 

36 . It fliould feem that the inftitution of national aflerablies, 
which are coeval with the French nation, have never been con- 
genial to its temper. . , , ^ 

Laii- 
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t/attgiiedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Beny^ 
Auvergne, and tli6 adjacent territories, were ex- 
cited by the hopes of fpoil. They marched, 
without difeipline, under the banners of German, 
or Gallic, counts ; their attack was feeble and 
unfuccefsfiil ; but the friendly and hollile pro- 
vinces were defolated with indiferiminate rage. 
The corn fields, the villages, the churches them- 
felves, were confumed by fire; the inhabitants 
were maffacred or dragged into captivity ; and, 
in the difordeiiy retreat, five thoufand of thefe 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by bunger or 
inteftine difeord. When the pious Gontran re- 
proached the guilt, or negleiSt, of their leaders ; 
and threatened to inflidl, not a legal fentence, 
but inflant aUd arbitrary execution ; they ac- 
culhd the uhiverfal and incurable corruption of 
the people. “ No one/’ they faid, “ any longer 
fears or relpe6ts his king, his duke, or his 
count. Each man loves to do evil, and 
** freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The 
moll gentle cGiTe6lion provokes an immediate 
tumult, and the ralli magiflrate, Who pre- 
«« fumes to ceiifure or rellraiii his feditioiis 
“ fuhjeiSls, feldom efcapes alive from their re- 
venge^-h” It has been referved for the fame 

Gregory of Tours (Lvlil, c. 30. in tom. ii. p. 325, 326.) 
relates with much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and the 
%ology. Nullus Regem metuit, hullus Ducefn, nullus Comitem 
reveretur ; et fi fortaffis alicui ifta difplicent, et ea, pro longcevi- 
tate vitae emfendare conatur, ffatim fedhio in populo, fta- 

tim turhultus exoritur, et iii tantum unufquifque contra fenioremj 
fajva intentione graflatui?, iit vix fe credat evadere, li tandem filere 
jiequiverit. 

16 
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aatioii to expofe, by their intemperate vices, the c i-i a p. 
moll odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity, which 
now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an 
abfoiute lb vereign. 

The Vifigoths had refigned to Ciovis the The Vie- 
greatell part of their Gallic poflefiions; 
their lofs was amply compenfated by the ealy 
conqueft, and feciire enjoyment, of the provinces 
of Spain. From the monarchy of the Goths, 
which foon involved the Suevic kingdom of GaL 
licia, the modern Spaniards idili derive fome na- 
tional vanity ; but the hillorian of the Eoman 
empire is neither invited, nor compelled to pur- 
fue, the obfeure and barren feries of their an- 
nals The Goths of Spain were feparated from 
the red of mankind, by the lofty ridge of the 
Pyrenaean mountains : their manners and indi- 
tutions, as tar as they were common to the Ger- 
manic tribes, imve been already explained. I 
have anticipated, in tlie preceding chapter, the 
mod important of their ecclefiadical events, the 
fall of Arianifm, and the perfecution of the 
Jews: and it only remains to obferve fome in- 
tereding circumdances, which relate to the 
civil and ecclefiadical conditution of the Spanifii 
kingdom. 

After their eonverfion from idolatry or herefy, TegMativs 
the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to ^spainT 

Sp ain, in thefe dark agesj .has been peculiarly unfortunate. 

The Franks had a Gregory qf Tours j, the Saxons, or Angles, a 
Bede; ,the Lombards, a Paul Warnefrid, &c. But the hiftory of 
the Yifigoths is contained in , the ;fixort. andimperfedl Chronicles of 
ilidore of Sevillej and John of Biclar. 
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CHAP, embrace, with equal fubmiffion, the inherent 

xxxvig. ^Yie accidental benefits, of fuperflition. 

But the prelates of France, long before the ex- 
tindlion of the Merovingian race, had degene- 
rated into fighting and hunting Barbarians. 
They difdained the ufe of fynods ; forgot the 
laws of temperance and chaflity ; and preferred 
the indulgence of private ambition and luxury, 
to the general intereft of the facerdotal profef- 
fion'*^ The bifhops of Spain refpedted them- 
felves, and were refpedted by the public : their 
indiffoluble union difguifed their vices, and con- 
firmed their authority : and the regular difci- 
pline of the church introduced peace, order, 
and liability, into the government of the Hate. 
From the reign of Eecared, the firll Catholic 
king, to that of Witiza, the immediate predecef- 
for of the unfortunate Roderic, fixteen national 
councils were fucceflively convened. The fix 
metropolitans, Toledo, Seville, Merida, Braga, 
Tarragona, and Narbonne, prefided according 
to their rel|)e6live feniority 5 the afiembly was 
compofed of their fuffragan bifliops, who ap- 
peared in perfon, or by their proxies ; and a 
place was afligned to the moll holy or opulent 
of the Spanifh abbots. During the firft three 
days of the convocation, as long as they agi- 
tated the ecclefiallical quellions of dodlrine and 
difcipline, the profane laity was excluded from 

Such are the complaints of St.Boniface, the apoftle of Ger- 
many, and the reformer of Gaul (in tom. iv. p. 94.). The four- 
fcore years, which he deplores, of licence and corruption, would 
feem to infinuate, that the Barbarians were admitted into the clergy 
about the year 660, 


their 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 377 

tlieir debates ; which were conducted, however, c H A p, 
with decent folemnity. But on the morning of 
the fourth day, the doors were thrown open for 
the entrance of the great officers of the palace, 
the dukes and counts of the provinces, the judges 
of the cities, and the Gothic nobles : and the de- 
crees of Heaven were ratified by the content of 
the people. The fame rules were obferved in the 
provincial afiembiies, the annual lynods which 
were empowered to hear complaints, and to re- 
drefs grievances ; and a legal government was 
fupported by the prevailing influence of the 
Spanifli clergy. The bifliops, who, in each re- 
volution, were prepared to flatter the vidlorioiis, 
and to infult the proftrate, laboured, with dili- 
» gence and fuccefs, to kindle the flames of perfe- 
cution, and to exalt the mitre above the crown. 

Yet the national councils of Toledo, in which 
the free fpirit of the Barbarians was tempered 
and guided by epifcopal policy, have eflabliflied 
fome prudent laws for the common benefit of 
the king and people. The vacancy of the 
throne was fupplied by the choice of the bifliops 
and palatines ; and, after the failure of the line 
of Alaric, the regal dignity was ftill limited to 
the pure and noble blood of the Goths. The 
clergy, who anointed their lawful prince, always 
recommended, and fometimes pra^ifed, the duty 
of allegiance: and the fpiritual cenfures were 
denounced on the heads of the impious fubjedls, 
who fliouid refill his authority, conlpire againfl 
his life, or violate, by an indecent union, the 
chaflity even of his widow. But the monarch 

himfelf. 
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CHAR liimfeif, when he afcended the throne, was bound 
xxxvni. ijy 0 ^ reciprocal oath to God and his people, that 
he would faithfully execute his important truft. 
The real or imaginary faults of his adminiftration 
were fubjedt to the controul of a powerful arifto- 
cracy; and the bilhops and palatines were 
guarded by a fundamental privilege, that they 
Ihould not be degraded, impiifoned, tortured, 
nor punifbed with death, exile, or condfcation, 
unlefs by the free and public judgment of tbeir 
peers 

Code of One of thefe legiflative councils of Toledo 
'examined and ratified the code of laws which had 
* ' been compiled by a fucceffion of Gothic kings, 

from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As 
long as the 'Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cuftoms of theii' anceflors, they 
indulged their fubjedts of Aquitain and Spain in 
the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gra- 
dual improvement in arts, in policy, and at length 
in religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to 
fupeifede, thefe foreign infiitutions 5 and to 
compofe a code of civil and criminal jurifpru- 
dence, for the ufe of a great and united people. 
The fame obligations, and the fame privileges, 
were communicated to the nations of the Spanifli 
monarchy: and the conquerors, infenlibly re- 

The afSls of the coiancils of Toledo are ftill the moft authentic 
records of the church and confBtution of Spain. The following paf- 
fages are particularly important (iii, 17, 18, iv. 75. v. 2, 3, 4, 5. 8. 
vi. II, la, 13, 14. 17, 18. vii, I- xiii. 2, 3. 6.). I have found Maf- 
cou (Hift. of the ancient Germans, xv. 29. and Annotations, xxvj. 
and xxxiii.) and Ferreras (Hift, Generale de I’Efpagne, tom. ii.) very 
afeful and accurate gwdes, 
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notiliGing the Teutonic idiom, fubmitted to the chap. 
feftraints of equity, and exalted the Romans to xxxvni. 
the participation of freedom. The merit of this 
impartial policy was enhanced by the lituation 
of Spain, under the reign of the Viiigoths, The 
Rrovincials were long feparated from their Arian 
mailers by the irreconcilable difference of re- 
ligion. After the converlion of Eecared had re- 
moved the prejudices of the Catholics, the coads, 
both of the Ocean and Mediterranean, were dill 
polfeded by the Eadern Emperors j who fecretly 
excited a dilcontented people to reject the yoke 
of the Barbarians, and to alfert the name and 
dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of 
doubtful fubje8:s is indeed mod effectually fe- 
cured by their own perfualion, that they hazard 
more in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain 
by a revolution ; but it 1ms appeared fo natural 
to opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that 
the contrary fydem well deferves the praile of 
w^ifdom and moderation 

'While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vili- Revolution 
goths were edabliflied in Gaul and Spain, the 
Saxons atchieved the conqued of Britain, the 
third great diocefe of the PraefeClure of the W ed. 

Since Britain was already feparated from the Ro» 

Tlie Code of the Vifigothsj tegularly divided into twdve 
books, has been cott:ei 3 :Iy publifhed by Dom Bouquet (nl tom. iv. 
p. a73 — 460.). It has been treated by the prefident De Montef- 
quieu (Elprit des Loix, 1 . xxviii. c. i.) with eXceffive feverlty. I 
diflike the ftyle; I deteft the fupeitttion; but 1 fliall prefume to 
think, that the civil jurifprudence di:^Iays a more civilized and eii~ 
lightened fiate of fociety, than that ^ tlxe Burgundians# cr even of 
tlie Lombards. . 


man 
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man empire, I might, without reproach, decline 
a ftory, familiar to the moft illiterate, and ob- 
fciire to the moft learned, of my readers* The 
Saxons, who excelled in the ufe of the oar, or tlie 
battle-axe, were ignorant of the art which could 
alone perpetuate the fame of their exploits : the 
provincials, relapfisg into barbarifin, neglected 
to defcribe,_ the ruin of their country j and the 
doubtful tradition was almoft extinguiftied, be- 
fore the miftionaries of Rome reftored the light 
of fcience and Chriftianity* The declamations 
of Gildas, the fragments, or fables, of Nennius, 
the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws and chro- 
nicles, and the ecclefiaftical tales of the vener- 
able Bede**®, have been illuftrated by the dili- 
gence, and fometimes.embelliftied by the fancy, 
of fucceeding writers, whpfe works I am not 
ambitious either to cenfiire or to tranfcribe **L 
Yet the hiftorian of the empire may be tempted 
to purfue the revolutions of a Roman province, 
till it vanillies from his light ; and an EngliOi- 
man may curioully trace the eftabliftimeiit of the 
Barbarians, from whom he derives his name, 
his laws, and perhaps his origin. 


See Gildas de Excidio BritanniK, c. 11—25. P*4 — 9* edit. 
Gale. Nennius Hift. Britonum, c. a8. 35- — 65. p. 105 — 115. edit. 
Gale. Bede Hift. Ecclefiafl. Gentis Anglorum, 1 , i. c. la — 16. 
p. 49 — 53. c. S2. p. 58. edit. Smith. Chron. Saxonicumj p. ii — ■ 
23, &c. edit. Gibfon. The Anglo-Saxon laws were publllhed by 
Wilkins, London, 1731, in folio j and the Leges Wallicse, by 
Wotton and Clarke, London, 1730, in folio. 

The laborious Mr. Carte, and the ingenious Mr. Whitaker, are 
the two modern writers to whom I am principally indebted. The 
particular hiftorian of Manchefter embraces, under that obfcure title, 
a fubjedl almoft as extenfive as the general Hiftory of England. 

About 
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About forty years after the diffolution of the chap. 
Homan government, Vortigern appears to have 25^ 
obtained the fupreme, though precarious, com- Defcent 
inand of the princes and cities of Britain. That 
iinfortiinate monarch hasbeen almofl iinanimoufly a . d . 449. 
condemned for the weak and inifchievous policy 
of inviting a formidable ftranger, to repel the 
vexatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His am- 
balTadors are difpatched, by the graveil hifto- 
rians, to the coaft of Germany j they addrefs a 
pathetic oration to the general affembly of the 
Saxons, and thofe warlike Barbarians refolve to 
affift with a fleet and army the fuppliants of % 
diftant and unknown ifland. If Britain had in- 
deed been unknown to the Saxons, the meafure 
of its calamities would have been lefs complete. 

But the flrengtb of the Roman government could 
not always guard the maritime province againft 
the pirates of Germany : the independent and 
divided dates were expofed to their attacks ; and 
the Saxons might fometimes join the Scots and 
the Pidls, in a tacit, or exprefs, confederacy of 
rapine and dedrmStion. Vortigern could only 
haiance the various perils, wdiich aflaulted on 
every lide his throne and his people ; and his po- 
licy may deferve either praife or excufCj if he pre- 
ferred the allianceof //zo/eBarbarians, whofe naval 

This mvitation, which, may derive fome countenance from the 
ioofe expreffions of Gildas and Bede, is framed into a regular ftory 
by Witikind, a Saxon monk of the tenth century (See CouGn, Hift. 
de I’Empire d' Occident, toni.ii. p. 356.). Rapin, and even Hume, 
have too freely ufed this fufpicious evidence, without regarding the 
preclfe and probable teftimony of Nennius: Interea venerunt tres 
Chiul^ a Germania in exiUo pulfaiva. quibus erant Hors et Hengift. 

power 
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CHA P, power rendered tbem the moil dangeroos ene- 
mies, and the moft ferviceable allies. Hengift and 
Hor&, as they ranged along the Eaftern coafl 
with three ihips, were engaged, by the promife 
of an ample ftipend, to embrace the defence of 
Britain; and their intrepid valour fobn delivered 
the country from the CaJedonian invaders. The 
ifle of Thanet, a fecure and fertile diftri^, was 
allotted for the refidence of thefe German auxi^ 
liaries, and they were fupplied, according to the 
treaty, with a plentiful allowance of clothing and 
provifions. This favourable reception encou- 
raged five thoufand warriors to embark with their 
families in feventeen vefiels, and the infant power 
of Hengifl was fortified by this flrong and fealbn- 
able reinforcement. The crafty Barbarian fug- 
gelled to Vortigern the obvious advantage of fix- 
ing, in the neighbourhood of the Pi6ls, a colony 
of faithful allies : a third fleet of forty fliips, under 
the command of his fon and nephew, failed fronj 
Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, and difembarked 
a new army on the coafl of Northumberland, or 
Lothian, at the oppofite extremity of the devoted 
land. It was eafy to forefee, but it was impoflible 
to prevent, the impending evils. The two na- 
tions were foon divided and exafperated by mur 
tual jealoLifies. The Saxons magnified all that 
they had done and fuffered in the caufe of an lup 
grateful people 5 while the Britons regretted the 
liberal rewards which could not fatisfy the avarice 
of tliofe haughty mercenaries. The caufes of 
fear and hatred were inflamed into an irrecon- 
cilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms; and, 

if 
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if tb@y perpetrated a treacherous maffacre during c H A P* 
the fecurity of a feail, they deftroyed the reci- 
procal conddeuGe which fuftaina the inter courfe 
of peace amd war 

Heogift, who boldly alpired to the conqueft of 
Mtaitij exhorted his countrymen to embrace the the Saxon 
glorious opportunity : he painted in lively co- 
lours the fertility of the foil, the wealth of the 4551-582. 
cities, the pufillaiiimous temper of the natives, 
and the convenient fituation of a fpacious folitary 
ifland, acceffible on all fides to the Saxon fleets. 
Thefucceffive colonies which iffued, in the period 
of a century, from the niouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, were principally com- 
pofed of three valiant tribes or nations of Ger- 
many ; the the old Saaions^ and the Angles. 

The Jutes, who fought under the peculiar banner 
of Hengift, adumed the merit of leading their 
counliymen in the paths of glory, andof ereiSting, 
in Kent, the drfl independent kingdom. The 
fame of the enterprife was attributed to the pri- 
mitive Saxons ; and the common laws and lan- 
guage of the conquerors are defcribed by the na- 
tional appellation of a people, which, at the end 
of four hundred years, pi’oduced the firft mo- 
narchs of South Britain. The Angles were dif- 
tinguiliied by their numbers and their fuccefs | 

Nenmtis imputes to the Saxons the imirder of three hundred 
Britifli chiefs ; a crime not unfuitable to their favage manners. But 
we are not obliged to believe (See Jeffrey of Monmouth, l.viii. 

C.9 — la.), that Stonehenge is their xnonuroent, which the giants . 
had formerly trarifpdrted from Africa to. Ireland, and wdiich was 
removed to Britain by the order of AmWfiuSj and the art of 
Mfrlim 
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CHAP, and they claimed the Honour of fixing a perpetual 
name on the country, of which they occupied the 
mofl ample portion. The Barbarians, who fol- 
lowed the hopes of rapine either on the land or 
fea, were infenlibly blended with this triple con- 
federacy ; the Frifians,vj\io had been tempted by 
their vicinity to the Britifli fliores, plight balance, 
during afhortfpace, the flrength and reputation 
of the native Saxons ; the Danes^ the PniJJians, 

' the Rugians are faintly defcribed ; and fome ad- 
venturous HunSy who had wandered as far as the 
Baltic, might embark on board the German vef- 
fels, for the conquefl of anew world But 
this arduous atchievement was not prepared or 
executed by the union of national powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain, according to the meafure of 
his fame and fortunes, affembled his followers j 
equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of flxty, 
veflels ; chofe the place of the attack 5 and con- 
dudled his fiibfequent operations according to the 
events of the w^ar, and the dictates of his private 
interefl. In the invafion of Britain many heroes 
vanquilhed and fell 5 but only feven vi6lorious 
leaders aflumed, or at leaft maintained, the title 
of kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon 
Heptarchy, were founded by the conquerors, 
and feven families^ one of which has been con- 
tinued, by female fucceffion, to our prefent fove- 
reign, derived their equal and facred lineage from 

All thefe tribes are exprefsly emunerated by Bede (I. i. c. i 
p.5a. l.v. C.9. p. 190.) and though I have confidered Mr. Whit- 
alcer’s remarks (Hift. of Manchefter* voI.ii. p.538' — 543.), I do 
sot perceive the abfurdity of fuppofmg that the Fjrifians, &c. were 
mingled with the Anglo-Saxons. 

Woden 
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Woden, the god of war, it . has been pretended c H A P. 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a 
general counciland a fupreme inagiftrate. But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant 
to the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : 
their laws are filent j and their imperfedt annals 
afford only a dark and bloody profpedl of intef- 
tine difcord ’-’h 

A monk, who, in the profound ignorance of 
human life, has prefumed to exercife the office ” 
of hiftorian, ftrangely disfigures the ftate of Bri- 
tain, at the time of its feparation from the 
Weffern empire. Gildas defcribes in florid 
language the improvements of agriculture, the 
foreign trade which flowed with every tide into 
the Thames and the Severn, the folid and lofty 
conffru6lion of public and private edifices : he 
accufes the finful luxury of the Britiffi people ; 
of a people, according to the fame writer, ig- 
norant of the moll fimple arts, and incapable, 
without the aid of the Romans, of providing 
walls of done or weapons of iron, for the de- 
fence of their native land Under the long 
dominion of the emperors, Britain had been 


’ ” Bede has enumerated feven kings, two Saxons, a Jute, and 
four Angles, who fucceffively acquired in the heptarchy, an indefinite 
fupremacy of power and renown. But their reign was the effe6l, 
not of law, but of conqueft ; and he obferves in finular terras, that 
one of them fubdued the Ifles of Man and Angiefey ; and that 
another impofed a tribute on the Scots and Pidls (Hift. Ecclef. 1 . ii. 
C.J. p.SaO* 

See Gildas de Excidio Britanniffi, c.i. p. i. ecfit. Gale.’; 

Mr.Wlutaker (Hiftory of Manchefter, vol. ii, p.503. 516.) has 
fraartly expofed this glaring abfnrdity, which had pafled unnoticed 
by the general hiftorians, as they were haftexung to more interefting 
and important events. 
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c H p. infenfibly moulded into the elegant and fervile 
■XXXViir. Eoman province, wliofe fafety was 

entrufted to a foreign power, Tlie fubje6ts of 
Honoriiis contemplated their new freedom with 
furprife and terror ; they w'ere left deflitnte of 
any civil or military conftitution ; and their un- 
certain rulers wanted either ikill, or courage, or 
authority, to dire6t the public force againft the 
common enemy. The introdudlion of the Saxons 
betrayed their internal weaknefs, and degraded 
the character both of the prince and people. 
Their confternation magnified the danger 5 the 
want of union diminiflied their refources ; and 
the madnefs of civil fa6tions was more folici- 
tous to accufe, than to remedy, the evils, which 
they imputed to the mifcondiidt of their adver- 
faries. Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they 
could not be ignorant of the manufacture or the 
life of arms: the fiiccefiive and diforderly attacks 
of the Saxons, allowed them to recover from 
their amazement, and the profperous or adverfe 
events of the War added difcipline and expe- 
rience to their native valour. 

Then re- While the Continent of Europe and Africa 
fiance, yielded, without refiftance, to the Barbarians, 
the Britilh ifland, alone and unaided, main- 
tained a long, a vigorous, though an un- 
fuccelsfui llruggle, againft the formidable 
pirates, who, almofl at the fame inftant, af 
faulted the Northern, the Eaflern, and the 
Southern coafls. The cities which had been 
fortified with fkill, were defended with refolu- 
tionj the advantages of ground, hills, forefts, 

. and 
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and moraffes, were diligently improved by tbe c ii A P. 
inhabitants; the conquefl of each diftri 6 b was 
purchafed with blood ; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are ftrongly attefted by the difcreet 
filence of their annalift. Hengift might hope to 
atchieve the conqueft of Britain ; but his ambi- 
tion, in an adtive reign of thirty five years, was 
confined to the polfeffion of Kent ; and the nume- 
rous colony which he had planted in the North, 
was extirpated by the fword of tlie Britons. 

The' monarchy of the Weft-Saxons was labo- 
rioufly founded by the perfevering efforts of 
three martial generations. The life of Cerdic, 
one of the bravefl of the children of Woden, 
was confumed in the conqueft of Hainpfhire, 
and the Ifle of Wight ; and the lofs which he 
fuftained in the battle of Mount Badon, reduced 
him to a ftate of inglorious repofe, Kenric, his 
valiant fon, advanced into Wiltfliire ; befieged 
Salifbury, at that time feated on a commanding 
eminence ; and vanquiflied an army which ad- 
vanced to the relief of the city. In the fubfe- 
quent battle of Marlborough *34^ his Britifli 
enemies difplayed their military fcience. Their 
troops were formed in three lines ; each line 
confifted of three diftin^t bodies, and the ca- 
valry, the archers, and the pikemen, were diftri- 

At Beran-l)irig> or Barbury-caftle, near Marlborough. The 
Saxon chronicle alligns the name and date. Cambdeii (Britannia, vol. i. 
p. xaS.) afcertalns the place j and Henry of Huntingdon (Scriptores 
poft Bedam, p. 3 14.) relates the circumftanees of this battle. They 
are probable and charaderlftic ; and the hiftorians of the twelftli cen- 
tury might confult fome jnaterials that no longCT exift. 
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CHAP, bated according to the principles of Roman tac- 
tics. The Saxons charged in one weighty co~ 

, duin n , boldly encountered with their Ihor t fwords 
the long lances of the Britons, and maintained 
an equal conflict till the approach of night 
T wo decilive victories, the death of three Britifli 
kings, and the reduction of Cirencefter, Bath, 
and Glouceller, eftablillied the fame and power 
of Ceaulin, the grandfon of Cerdic, who carried 
his victorious arms to the banks of the Severn, 
and flight. After a war of an hundred years, the inde- 
pendent Britons dill occupied the whole extent 
of the Wedern coad, from the wall of Anto- 
ninus to the extreme promontory of Cornwall j 
and the principal cities of the inland country 
dill oppofed the arms of the Barbarians. Re- 
fidance became more languid, as the number 
and boldnefs of the aflailants continually in- 
creafed. Winning their way by flow and pain- 
ful efforts, the Saxons, the Angles, and their 
various confederates, advanced from the North, 
from the Ead, and from the South, till their 
victorious banners were united in the centi’e of 
the ifland. Beyond the Severn the Britons dill 
afferted their national freedom, which furvived 
the heptarchy, and even the monarchy, of the 
Saxons. The braved warriors, who preferred 
exile to flavery, found a feciire refuge in the 
mountains of Wales : the reluCtant fubmiffioii of 

Cornwall was delayed for fome ages '-5 . and a 

band 

Cornwall was finally fubduedby Athelftan (A.D. 917 — 94i.)> 
who planted an EnglUh colony at Exeter, and confined the Britons 
beyond the river Tamar. See William of Malmfbuiy? l.ii. in the 

Scriptores 
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band of fugitives acquired a fettlement in Gaul, g h a P. 
by their own valour, or the liberality, of the Me- 
rovingiaii kings The Weftern angle of Armo- 
rica acquired the new appellations of Cormmlly 
and the Britain; and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a ftrange people, who, 
under the authority of their counts and bifliopsj 
preferved the laws and language of their an- 
ceftors. To the feeble defcendants of Clovis 
and Charlemagne, the Britons of Ai’morica re- 
fufed the cuftoinary tribute, fubdued the neigh- 
bouring diocefes of Vannes, Rennes, and Nantes, 
and formed a pow^erful, though vaflal. Hate, 
which has been united to the crown of Trance 


Scriptores poft Bedara, p.50. The fpirit of the Cornith knights was 
degraded by fervitude ; and it Ihould feem, ' from the Romance of Sir 
Triftram, that their cowardice was almoft proverbial. 

‘ The eftablilhment of the Britons in Gaul is proved in the 
fixth century, by Procopius, Gregory of Tours, thefecond council of 
Tours (A. D. 567.), and the leaft fufpicious of their chronicles and 
lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bifliop of the Britons to the 
firft council of Tours (A,B. 461. or rather 481 ), the army of Rio- 
tharaus, and the loofe declamation of Gildas (alii tranfmarinas pete- 
bant regiones, c. 35. p. 8 .), may countenance an emigration as early 
as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that sera, the Britons of 
Armorica can be found only in romance; and I am furprifed that 
Mr. Whitaker (Genuine Hiftory of the Britons,, p. 214 — aai.) fliould 
fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs ignorance of Carte, whofe venial 
errors he has fo rigoroufly chaftifed. 

The antiquities of Bretagne, which have been the fiibjedf even 
of political controverfy, are illuftrated by Hadrian Valefius (Notitia 
Galliarum, inh voce Britannia Cif marina, p. 98—100.). M. d*An- 
ville (Notice de I’Ancienne Gaul, Corifopiti, CurioJoUtes Ofifmii, Vor~ 
ganium, p. 248. aj8. 508. 7ao. and Etats de I’Europe, p. 76 — 80.), 
Longuerue (Defcription de la France, tom. i.^ p.84 — 94 *)^ the 

Abbe de Vertot (Hift. Critique de I’Etabliflement des Bretons dans les 
Gaules, a voL in lamo. Paris, i7ao;). I may afliime the merit of 
examining the original evidence which they have produced. 
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CHAP. In a century of perpetual, or at leaft impk- 
cable, war, much courage, and fome Ikill, mull 
The fame have been exerted for the defence of Britain, 
of Arthur. Yet if the memory of its champions is almoft 
buried in oblivion, we need not repine ; iince 
every age, however deftitiite of fcience or virtue, 
fufficiently abounds with adfcs of blood and mili- 
tary renown. The tomb of Vortiraer, the fon 
of Vortigern, was eredled on the margin of the 
fea-fhore, as a landmark formidable to the 
Saxons, whom he had thrice vanqinlhed in the 
Belds of Kent. Ambrofius Aurelian was de- 
fcended from a noble family of Romans his 
modeily was equal to his valour, and his valour, 
till the laft fatal .adtion"^^ w'as crowned with 
tplendid fuccCfs. But every Britilli name is 
effaced by the illuftrious name of Authur *"^®, 
the hereditary prince of the Silures, in South 
Wales, and the eledlive king or general of the 
nation. According to the moft rational account, 

Bede, who in his chronicle (p. 28.) places Ambrofius under the 
ragn of Zeno (A. D. 474—491.), obferves, that his parents had been 
■« purpura induti ;” which he explains, in his ecclefiaftical hiftory, by 
regium noinen et infigne ferentibus” (1. i. c. 16. p. 53.). The ex- 
preffion of Nennius (c. 44. p. no. edit. Gale) is ftill more fingular, 
Uuus de co«/«/i^w gentis Rotnanicse eft pater meuB,” 

’■ 5.5 By the unanimous, though doubtful, conjedure of our antiqua- 
rians, Ambrofius is confounded with Natanleod, who (A. D. 508.) 
loft his own life, and five thoufand of his fubje<fts, in a battle againft 
Cerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chron. Saxon, p. 17, 18.). 

As I am a ftranger to the Welfh bards Myrdhin, Llomarch, and 
Talieflin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur principally 
refta on the fimple and circumftantial teftimony of Nennius (Hift.Brit. 
c. 62, 63. p. 114^.). Mr. Whitaker (Hift. of Man chefter, vol. ii. p. 31 
— 71.) has framed an intereftihg, and even probable, narrative of the 
wars of Arthur: though it is impoffible to allow the reality of the 
round table. 
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lie defeated, in twelve fucceffive battles, tlie c h a e 
Angles of the North, and the. Saxons of the 
Weft; but the declining age of the hero was 
embittered by popular ingratitude, and domeftic 
misfortunes. The events of his life are lefs in- 
terring, than the Angular revolutions of his . 
fame. During a period of five hundred years 
tlie tradition of his exploits was preferred, and 
rudely embeliiftied, by the obfcure bards of 
Wales and Armorica, who were odious to the 
Saxons, and unknown to the reft of mankind. 

The pride and curiofity of the Norman con- 
querors, prompted them to enquire into the an- 
cient hiftory of Britain : they liftened with fond 
credulity to the tale of Arthur, and eagerly ap- 
plauded the merit of a prince, who had trium- 
phed over the Saxons, their common enemies. 

His romance, trmifcribed in the Latin of Jeffrey 
of Monmouth, and afterwards tranflated into 
the falhionable idiom of the times, was enriched 
Svith the various, though incoherent, ornaments, 
which were familiar to the experience, the learn- 
ing, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. The 
progrefs of a Phrygian colony, from the Tyber 
to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fable of the iEneid ; and the royal anceflors of 
Arthur derived their origin from Troy, and 
claimed their alliance with the Caefars. His tro- 
phies were decorated with captive provinces, and 
Imperial titles; and his Danifii vi^ories avenged 
the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fiiperftition of the Britifh hero, his feafts and 
tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of 
c c 4 -, - • his 
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copied from the reigning manners of chivalry ; 
and the fabulous exploits of Other’s foil, appear 
lefa incredible, than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the enterprifing valour of the Nor- 
mans. Pilgrimage, and the holy wars, intro- 
duced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian magic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces, were blended with the 
more Ample A6lions of the Wefl; and the fate of 
Britain depended on the art, or the predictions, 
of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights 
of the Round Table : their names were cele- 
brated in Greece and Italy; and the voluminous 
tales of Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were de- 
voutly ftudied by the princes and nobles, who 
difregarded the genuine heroes and hiAorians 
of antiquity. At length the light of fcience and 
reafon was rekindled; the talifman was broken; 
the viAonary fabric melted into air ; and by a 
natural, though unjuft, reverfe of the public 
opinion, the feverity of the prefent age is in- 
clined to queftion the of Arthur''^*. 

Defoiation ReAftaiice, if it cannot avert, muft increafe 
of Britain, the miferies of con quell; and conquefthas never 
appeared more dreadful and deftriiclive than in 
the hands of the Saxons ; who hated the valour of 

The progrefs of romance, and the Bate of learning, in tlie 
middle ages, are illuftrated by Mr. Thomas Wliarton, with the taltc 
of a poet, and the minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de- 
rived much inftrudlion from the two learned diflertations prefixed to 
the firft volume of his HKory of Englifii Poetry. 
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violated, without remorfe, the mofl facred obj edfcs xxxviii 
of the Chrillian worfliip. The fields of battle 
might be traced, almofi; in every diltridt, by mo- 
iimnentsofbones; the fragments of falling towers 
were ftained with blood ; the laR of the Britons, 
without diftindtion of age or fex, was maflacred 
in the ruins of Anderida'^^ ; and the repetition of 
fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the 
laws and language, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain, were extirpated by 
their barbarous fuccefibrs. After the deltrudlioii 
of the principal churches, the bifhops, who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom, retired with 
the holy relics into Wales and xArmorica ; the 
remains of their flocks were left deflitute of any 
fpiritual food j the pra^ice^ and even the remem- 
brance, of Ghrillianity were abolJhed ; and the 
Britilh clergy might obtain fome c . jtfort from 
the damnation of the idolatrous rs. The 

kings of France maintained the pi^v'lcires of 
their Roman fubjedls; but the ferocioe^ t-exons 
trampled on the laws of Rome, and of em- 
perors. The proceedings of civil and criminal 

Hoc anno (400) JLIla et Cifla obfederant Andredes-Ceafter ; 
et interfecerunt oinnes qui id incoluerunt; adeo ut iie unus Brito 
ibi fuperftes fuerit (Chron. Saxon, p. ij.) aa exprefEon more dread- 
ful in its fimplicity, than all the vague and tedious lamentations of 
the Britifh Jeremiah. , V 

Andredes-Ceafter, or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Bri- 
tannia, vol. i. p. 358.) at Newenden, in the marlhy grounds of Kent, 
which might be formerly covered by the fea, and on the edge of the 
great foreft (Anderidqi' Which overfpfead fo large a portion of Hamp- 
iiire and Sul^ex. v 
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c H A F. the titles of honour, the forms of 

office, the ranks of fociety, and even the do- 
meftic rights of marriage, teftament, and in- 
heritance, were finally fiippreffied ; and the in- 
difcriminate crowd of noble and plebeian Haves 
was governed by the traditionary cuftoms, which 
had been coarfely framed for the lliepherds and 
pirates of Germany. The language of fdence, 
of bufinefs, and of converfation, which had been 
introduced by the Romans, was loft in the ge- 
neral defolation. A fiifficient number of Latin 
or Celtic ’words might be affiimed by the Ger- 
mans, to exprefs their new wants and ideas 
but thofe illiterate Pagans preferved and eftab- 
Hflied the ufe of their national dialed . Almoft 
every name, confpicuous either in the church 
or ftate, reveals its Teutonic origin and the 
geography oi England was iiniverfally infcribed 
%vith foreign charaders and appellations. The 
example of a revolution, fo rapid and fo com- 
plete, may not eafily be found j but it will excite 
a probable fulpicion, that the arts of Rome were 
lefs deeply rooted in Britain than in Gau! or 
Spain \ and that the native rudenefs of the coun-: 

Dr. Johnfon affirms that fe<v} Englilh words are of Britlft ex- 
tradtion. Mr. "Whitaker, who underftands the Britilh language, 
has difcovered more than three tboufandj and adlually produces a 
long and various catalogue (vol.iL 329-)* It is poffibie, 

indeed, that many of thefe words may have been imported from the 
Latin or Saxon into the native idiom of Britain. 

In the beglmrag of the feventh century, the Franks and the 
Anglo-Saxons mutually underftood each other’s language, which 
was derived from the fame Teutonic root (Bede, I. i. c. 25. p. 60.). 

After the firft generation of Italian, or Scottifli, milfionariesj 
the dignities of the churdh were filled with Saxon profelytes. 
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try and its inhabitants, was covered by a thin c h a p. 
varnifli of Italian manners. 

This ftrange alteration has perfuadedhiilorians, Servitud®^ 
and evenphilofophers, thatthe provincials of Bri- 
tain were totally exterminated ; and that the va- 
cant land was again peopled by the perpetual in- 
flux, and rapid increafe, of the German colonies. 

Three hundred thoufand Saxons are faid to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengift ; the entire 
emigration of the Angles was attefted, in the age 
of Bede, by the folitude of their native coun- 
try ; and our experience has fliown the free 
propagation of the human race, if they are cafl 
on a fruitful wildernefs, where their fleps are 
unconflned, and their fubfillence is plentiful. 

The Saxon kingdoms difplayed the face of re- 
cent difcovery and cultivation : the towns were 
fmall, the villages were di#ant ; the husbandry 
W’^as languid and unlkilful; tour flieep were 
equivalent to an acre of the heft land'^'’ 5 an 
ample fpace of wood and morafs was refigned 
to the vague dominion of nature ; and the mo- 
dern bifliopric of Durham, the whole terri- 
tory from the Tyne to the Tees, had returned 
to its primitive ftate of a favage and folitary 

Carte’s Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 195. He quotes the 
Brltilh Wftorians ; but I much fear, that Jeffrey of Monmouth 
(I. vi. c. 15.) is his only witnefs. 

Bede, Hift, Ecclefiaft. hi, c. 15. p, 5a. The fa£l: is probable, 
and well attefted : yet fuch wa^ the loofe intermixture of the Ger- 
man tribes, that we find, in a fubfeqaent period, the law of the An- 
gli and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479 — 486.> 

See Dr. Henry’s ufefal and latKJtious Hiftory of Great Britain, 

TOLii, p.388. ■ 
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c H A P. foreft^^®. Such imperfe^b population might have 

xxxviii. ijggji fuppHed, in feme generations, by the Eng- 
iifh colonies ; but neither reafon nor fabts can 
juftify the unnatural fuppofition that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the defert which 
they had fiibdued. After the fanguinary Bar- 
barians had fecured their dominion, and grati- 
fied their revenge, it was their inter eft. to pre- 
ferve the peafants, as well as the cattle, of the 
imrefifting country. In each fuccefiive revolu- 
tion, the patient herd becomes the property of 
its new mafters j and the falutary compadt of 
food and labour is filently ratified by their mu- 
tual necefiities. Wilfrid, the Apoftle of Suf- 
fex^^h accepted from his royal convert the 
gift of the Peninfula of Selfey, near Chichefter, 
with the perfons and property of its inhabi- 
tants, who then amounted to eighty-feven fa- 
milies. He releafed them at once from fpi- 
ritual and temporal bondage ; and two hundred 
and fifty flaves of both fexes were baptized by 
their indulgent mafter. The kingdom of Suf- 
fex, which fpread from the fea to the Thames, 
contained feven thoufand families ; twelve hun- 
dred were aferibed to the Me of Wight ; and, 
if we multiply this vague computation, it may 

’ 5 " Quicquid (fays John of Tinemouth) inter Tynam et Telkm 
fluvios extitit fola eremi Vaftitudo tunc teraporis fuit, et idcirco 
nullius ditioni fervivit, eo quod fola indomitonira et lylveftrium ani- 
malium fpelunca et ^bitatio fuit (apud Carte, vol. i. p. 195.). 
From Bilhop Nicholfon (Englifli Hijftorical Library, p. 65. 98.) I 
underftand, that fair copies of John of Tinemouth’s ample colledtions 
are preferved in the libraries of Oxford, Lambeth, &;c. 

See the milfion of Wilfrid, &c. in Bede, Hifi. Ecclef. l.iv. 
c. S3. 16. p.i5j, 156. 159. 
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Feem probable, that England was cultivated by a c H A P. 
million of fervants, or •villains, who were attached 
to the eftates of their arbitrary landlords. The 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted to fell 
their children or themfelves into perpetual, and 
even foreign, bondage ; yet the Ipecial exemp- 
tions, which were granted to flaves 

fufficiently declare that they were much lefs nu- 
merous than the ftrangers and captives, who had 
loll their liberty, or changed their mailers, by the 
accidents of war. When time and religion^had 
mitigated the fierce Ipirit of the Anglo-Saxons, 
the laws encouraged the frequent pradlice of 
raanumifiionj and their fubjedls, of Wellli, or 
Cambrian extradlion, alTume the refpedfcable lla- 
tion of inferior freemenjpoffelTed of lands, and in- 
titled to the rights of civil fociety Such gentle 
treatnient might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people, who had been recently fubdued on the 
confines of W ales and Cornwall . The fage Ina, 
the legillator of Weflex, united the two nations 

' 5 ^ From the concurrent teftimony of Bede ( 1 . ii. c. i. p. 78.), 
and William of Malmlbury (I. iii. p. loa.), it appears that the 
Anglo-Saxons, from the firft, to the lail, age, perfifted in this un- 
natural praiStice. Their youths were publicly fold in the market of 
Rome. 

According to the laws of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold 
beyond the feas. 

The life of a Wallus, or Camhricusyhomo^vtlaa polTelTed a hyde 
of land, is fixed at xzo Ihillings, by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii. 
in Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p- ao.)j which allowed aoo Ihillings for a free 
Saxon, and laoo for a Thane (fee likewife Leg. Anglo-Saxon, 
p. 71.). We may obferve, that thefe legiflators, the Weft-Saxons 
and Mercians, continued their Britilh conquefts after they became 
Chriftians, The hws of the four kings of Kent do not condefcend 
ro notice the exlftence of any fuhjedt Britons- 

U1 



THE -DECLINE AND FALL 



598 

in the bandsof domeftic alliance 5 and four Britift 
XXXVIIL Somerfetlhire may be honourably diftin- 

guiftied in the court of a Saxon monarch *^5, 
Manners Tile independent Britons appear to have re» 
Brkons l^pfed into the ftate of original barbarifm, from 
whence they had been imperfedliy reclaimed. 
Separated by their enemies from the reft of man- 
kind, they foon became an objedfc of fcandal and 
abhorrence to the Catholic world Chriftianity 
was ftill profeffed in the mountains of Wales ; 
but the rude fchifmatics, in the^m of the cle- 
rical tonfure, and in the day of the celebration of 
Eafter, obftinately refiftedthe imperious mandates 
of the Roman pontiffs. The ufe of the Latin 
language was infenlibly abolilhed, and the Britons 
were deprived of the arts and learning which 
Italy communicated to her Saxon profelytes. In 
Wales and Armorica, the Celtic tongue, the na- 
tive idiom of the Weft, was preferved and pro- 
pagated; and the Bar'ds^ who had been the 
companions of the Druids, were ftill protedled, 
in the fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth, 
Their chief, a relpedlable officer of the courts of 
Pengwern, or Aberfraw, or Caermatliaen, accom- 
panied the king’s fervants to war : the monarchy 
of the Britons, which he fung inthe front of battle, 
excited their courage, and juftified their depre- 

■ 5 * See Carte’s Hlft. of England, vol. i. p. a78. 

■ At the conclufiou of his hiftory (A.D. 731.), Bede defcrlbesthe 
ecclefiaftical ftate of the ifland, aftd cenfures the implacable, though 
impotent, hatred of the Britons againft the EiigUlh nation, and the 
Catholic church ( 1 . V. c* *3. p, 2151.). 
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Nations ; and tlie fongfter claimed for his legiti- chap. 
mate prize the faireft heifer of the fpoil. His xxxviii. 
fiibordiiiate minifters, the mailers and difciples 
of vocal and inftrumental mufic, vifited, in their 
relpedlive circuits^ the royal, the noble, and the 
plebeian houfes ; and the public poverty, almoll 
exhaulled by the clergy, was oppreffed by the 
importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
and merit were afcertained by folemn trials, and 
the llrong belief of fupernatural infpiration ex- 
alted the fancy of the poet, and of his audi- 
ence The lall retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain, were lefs 
adapted to agriculture than to pafturage •. the 
wealth of the Britons confifled in their flocks and 
herds ; milk and flelh were their ordinary food ; 

.and bread was foinetimes efteemed, or rejedled, 
as a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the 
mountains of Wales and the morafles of Armo- 
rica : but their popiiloufnefs has been malicioufly 
afcribed to the loofe pradtice of polygamy; and 
the houfes of thefe licentious barbarians have 
been fiippofed to contain ten wives, ^nd per- 
haps fifty children Their difpofition was ralh . 

Mr. Pennant’s Tour in Wales (p. 4a6 — ^449.) has jFurnilhed me 
■with a curious and interefting account of the Welfh bards. In the 
year ijdSj a feflion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial command of 
Queen Elizabeth, and regular degrees in vocal and inftrumental mufic 
were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. The prize (a filver harp) was 
adjudged by the Moftyn'faraily. ; 

Regio longe lateque diffufa, milite, magis quam credible fit, 
referta. Partibus equidem in illis miles unus quinquaginta generat, 
fortitus more barbaro denas aut amplius uxores. This reproach of 
William of Poitiers (in the Hiftoriaas of France, tom-xi p, 88 .) is 
difclaimed by the Benedidtine editors. 
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CHAP, and choleric: they were bold in a6lion and 
in fpeech and as they were ignorant of the 
arts, of peace, they alternately indulged their 
paflions in foreign and domeftic war. The ca- 
valry of Armorica, the fpearmen of G went, and 
the archers of Merioneth, were equally formida- 
ble; but their poverty could feldom procure 
either Ihields or helmets ; and the inconvenient 
weight would have retarded the Ipeed and agility 
of their defultory operations. One of the great- 
eft of the Englilli raonarchs was requefted to 
fatisfy the curiofity of a Greek emperor concern- 
ing the ftate of Britain ; and Heniy 11. could 
affert, from his perfonal experience, that Wales 
was inhabited by a race of naked warriors, who 
encountered, without fear, thedefenfive armour 
of their enemies 

Obfcure By the revolution of Britain, the limits of 
loufftSe empire, were contracted, 

of Britain. The dark cloud, which had been cleared by the 
Phoenician difcoveries, and finally difpelled by 
the arms of Csefar, again fettled on the Ihores of 
the Atlantic, and a lioman province was again 
loft among the fabulous iflandsof the Ocean. One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Honp- 

’ 5 ’ Gu-aldus Cambrenfis confines this gift of bold and ready elo- 
quence to the Romans, the French, and the Britons. The malicious 
Welfhman inlinuates, that the Engliflr taciturnity might poffibly be 
the efFe< 3 ; of their fervitude under the Normans. 

The picture , of Welfh and Arraorican manners is drawn from 
Gii-aldus (Defeript. Cambria, c.6— -15. inter Script. Cambden. 
p. 886 — 891.), and the authors quoted by the Abbe de Vertot. (Hifi. 
Critique, tom. fi. p. a5 9 — n 66 .)- 
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riiis, the gravell hiftorian of the times*®^ defcribes c H A Pi 
the wonders of a remote ifle, whofe eaftern and 
weftern parts are divided by an antique wall, the 
boimdai:^ of life and death, or more properly, of 
truth and fidtion. The eaft is a fair country, 
inhabited by a civilized people: the air is healthy, 
the waters are pure and plentiful, and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
weft, beyond the wall, the air is infe6tious and 
mortal 5 the ground is covered with fei'pents 5 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
Spirits, who aa’e tranfported from the oppofite 
ftiores in fubftantial boats, and by living rowers. 

Some families of ftlh^rraen, the fubje6i:s of the 
Franks, are excufed from tribute, in conftderation 
of the myfterious office which is performed by » 
thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn is 
fummoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear the 
voices, and even the names, of the ghofts ; he 
is fenlible of their weight, and he feels himfelf 
impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible, power* 

After this dream of fancy, we read with aftonifti- 
mentthat the name of thisifland is Brittia; that 
it lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
Ehine, and lefs than thirty miles.from the con- 
tinent; that it is poftefled by three nations, the 
Frifians, the Angles, and the Britons ; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conftantinopie, in 

See Procopius de Bell. /Gotliic. 1. it. e. ao. p. 6ao— 6as. 

The Greek hiftorian is himfelf fo cojiloutided by the wonders which 
he relates, that he weakly attempts to diftinguilh the iflands of 
SrittM and Brltainj which he has identified by fo many infeparable 
drcumftances. 

Bn lie , ^ 


VOL. VL 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


403 

C H A p. the train of the French ambaffadors. From thefe 

xxxviii. ambaffadors, Procopius might be informed of 
a hngiilar, though not improbable, adventure, 
which announces the fpirit, rather than the deli- 
cacy, of an Englifli heroine. She had been be*- 
trothed to Radiger King of the Varni, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine j 
but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives 
©f policy, to prefer his father’s widow", the lifter 
of Theodebert King of the Franks The for- 
faken Princefs of the Angles, inftead of bewail- 
ing, revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubje<5ls 
are fmd to have been ignorant of the ufe, and 
even of the form, of an horfe; but flie boldly 
iailed from Britain, to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of four hundred fliips, and an army 
of one thoufand men. After fbe lofs 

of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the 
mercy of his victorious bride, who generoully 
pardoned his oftenee, difinifled her rival, and 
compelled the King of the Varni to difcharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an huf- 
band This gallant exploit appears to be the 

laft 


Theodebert, grandfon of Clovis, and King bf Auftrafia, was 
the molt powerful and warlike prince of the age ; and this remark- 
able adventure may be placed between the years 534 and 547, the 
extreme terms of his reign. His lifter Theudechildis retired to Sens, 
where fhc founded monafteries, and diliributed alms (fee the notes 
of the Benedidline editors, in tom. ii. p. ai6.). If we may credit 
the pralfes of Fd'rtUnatus* (Lvi. carra. 5; hi tom. li. p. 507.), Radiger 
was deprived of a moft valuable •wife. 

Perhaps ftie was the lifter of one of the princes or chiefs of the 
Angles, who landed in 527, and the following years, between the 

Humber 


'OF; THE ROMAN EMPIRE* 


laft naval enterprife of the Anglo-Saxons. The c i-i a p. 
arts of navigation, by which they had acquired ^^xviit 
the empire of Britain and of the fea, were foon 
negledted by the indolent Barbarians, who fu- 
piiiely. renounced all the commercial advantages 
of their infular fituation. Seven independent 
kingdoms were agitated by perpetual difcord ; 
and the Briti/k ’world was feldom connected, 
either in peace or war, with the nations of the 
continent 

I have now accomplillied the laborious narra- Fail of the 
tiveof the decline and fall of the Roman empire, 
from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto- the Weft, 
nines, to its total extindlion in the Weft, about 
live centuries after the Chriftian sara. At that 
unhappy period, the Saxons liercely ftruggled 
with the natives for the pofleflion of Britain: 

Gaul and Spain were divided The tween the 
powerful monarchies of the Franks and Viiigoths, 
and the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi khd 
Burgundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel 
perfecution of the Vandals, and the favage 
infults of the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as 

Humber and the Thames, and gradually founded the kingdoms of 
Eaft Anglia and Mercia. The Englilh writers are ignorant of her 
name and exiftence : but Procopius may have fuggefted to Mr. Rowe 
the charadler and fituation of Rodugune in die tragedy of the 
Royal Convert. 

"'•f In the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours, we cannot find 
any traces of hoftlle or friendly intercourfe between France and 
England, except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert, King 
of Paris, quam regis cujufdam in Cantia filius matrimonio copulavit 
(I. ix. c. 36. in tom. ii. p. 348.)* The Bifhop of Tours ended his 
hiftory and his life almoft immediately before the converfion of Kent. 
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CHAP, the banks of the Danube, were affli6ted by an 

xxxvni. Qf Barbarian mercenaries, wbofe lawlefs 
tyranny was fucceeded by th e reign of Theodoiic 
the Oftrogoth. All the fubjedts of the empire, 
who, by the ufe of the Latin language, more 
particularly deferved the name and privileges of 
Eomans, were opprelTed by the di%race and 
calamities of foreign conqueft $ and the vidtorious 
nations of Germany eftabiifhed a new fyftem of 
manners and government in the weftern coun- 
tries of Europe* The majefly of Rome was 
faintly reprefented by the princes of Conftanti- 
nople, the feeble and imaginary fucceflbrs of 
Auguftus. Yet they continued to reign over 
the Eaft, from the Danube to the Nile and 
Tigris*, the Gothic and Vandal kingdoms of 
Italy and Africa were fubverted by the arms of 
J uftinian ; and the hiftory of the Greek empe- 
rors may ftill afford a long feries of inftruSive 
ieffons, and interefting revolutions. 
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General Ol^ermtions on the Fall of the Roman 
Fmjpire in the Wejl, 

Greeks, after their country had been 
reduced into a province, imputed the tri- 
umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconftant god- 
defs, who fo blindly diftributes and refumes her 
favours, had confented (fuch was the lan- 
guage of envious flattery) to relign her wings, to 
defcend from her globe, and to fix her firm and 
immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber % 
A wifer Greek, who has compofed, with a phi- 
lofophic fpirit, the memorable hiflory of his own 
times, deprived his countrymen of this vain and 
delufive comfort, by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome®. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education, 
and tlie prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic j the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemu 

’ Such are the figurative exprelHons of Plutarch (Opera, 
p. 318. edit. Wechel), to whom, on the faith of his fon Lamprias 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Graec. tom. iii. p. 34i*)» I fball boldly iSmpute 
the malicious declamation, orsgt Pw/aomwv Tti%«5r. The fame opi- 
nions had prevailed among the Greeks two hundred and fifty years 
before Plutarch ; and to confute them, is the profefied intention, of 
Polybius (Hift. l.i. p. 90. edit. Gronov. Amliel. 1670.). 

See the ineftimable remains of the fixth book of Polybius, and 
many other ' parts of his general hifiory, particularly a digreflion in 
the feventeen|h. book, in which he compares the phalanx and the 
legioit. 
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glories of a triumph; and the ardour of the Ro- 
man youth was kindled into active emulation, as 
often as they beheld the domeftic images of their 
anceftors^. The temperate ftruggles of the pa- 
tricians and plebeians had finally eftabliilied the 
firm and equal balance of the conltitution ; wliicli 
united the freedom of popular aflemblies, with 
the authority and wifdom of a lenate, and the 
executive powers of a regal magillrate. When 
the conful difplayed the flandard of tlie republic, 
each citizen bound himfelf, by the obligation of 
an oath, to draw his fword in the caufe of his 
country, till he had difcharged the facred duty by 
a military fervice of ten years. This wife infti- 
tution continually poured into the held the 
rifmg generations of freemen and Ibldiers ; and 
their numbers were reinforced by the warlike and 
populous dates of Italy, who, after a brave refift- 
ance, had yielded to the valour, and embraced 
the alliance, of the Romans. The fage hiftorian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, and 
beheld the ruin of Carthage^ has accurately 
defcribed their military iyflem ; their levies, arms, 
exercifeSjfubordination, marches, encampments; 

’ Salluft, de Bell. Jugtirthin. c.4. Such were the generous pro** 
iefTion'i of P. Scipio and Maximus. The Batin hiftoriart had 
road, and moft; probably tranfcribes, Polybius, their contemporary 
and friend. 

While Carthage was in flames, Scipio repeated two lines of the 
Iliad, which exprefs the deftru^iou of Troy, acknowledging to Po- 
.jybius, his friend and preceptor (Polyb. in Excerpt, dc Virtut. et 
Vit. tom.ii. p.1455 — 1465.), that while he recollesfted the vicifli- 
tudes of human aflairs, he inwardly applied them to the future 
calamities of Rome (Appian. in Libycis, p* 136. edit. Tdll.j. ; 

and 
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and the invincible legion, fiiperior in adbive 
llrength to the Macedonian phalanx of Philip 
and Alexander. From thefe inHitiitions of peace 
and war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and 
liiccefs of a people, incapable of fear and im- 
patient of repofe. The ambitious deiign of con- 
qiieft, which might have been defeated by the 
feafonable confpiracy of mankind, was attempted 
and atchieved ; and the perpetual violation of 
juftice was maintained by the political virtues 
of prudence and courage. The arms of tlie 
republic, fometimes vanquiflied in battle, always 
vidlorious in war, advanced with rapid fleps to 
the Euphrates, the Danube, the Rhine, and the 
Ocean j and the images of gold, or diver, or 
brafs, that might ferve to reprefeiit the nations 
.and tlieir kings, were fucceflively broken by the 
monarchy of Rome k 

The rife of a city, which fwelled into an 
empire, may deferve, as a fingular prodigy, the 
refledtion of a philofoplnc mind. But the decline 
of ilome was the natural and inevitable effedl: of 
inimoderate greatnefs. Profperity ripened the 
principle of decay ; the caufes of deflrudlion 
multiplied with the extent of conqiieft ; and as 
foon as time’ or accident had removed the artificial 

^ See Daniel, ii, 3 1—40; “ And tke fourth kingdom fliall be ftrong 
“ as /;•£)«/ forafrauch as iron breaketh in pieces, and fubdueth all 

things.” The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron 
and c/aj') was accoraplilhed, according to St. Jerom, in his own 
time. Sicut enira in principio nihil Romano Impei’Io fortius et du^ 
rius, ita In line renim nihil irabecillius : quum et in bellis cirilibus 
ct adverfus diverfas natlones, aliarura gentium barb.'u-arum auxilio 
incligemus (Opera, tom. v, p.j?*-)* 

D D 4 fupports. 
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fupports, the ftupendous fabric yielded to the 
preffure of its own i,veiglit. The ftory of its roiis 
is Ample and obvious 5 and inftead of inquiring 
xioJiy the Roman empire was deftroyed, we lliouli 
rather be furprifed that it had fubfifted fo long. 
The victorious legions, who, in diftant wars, 
acquired the vices of flrangers and mercenaries, 
firft oppreifed the freedom of the republic, and 
afterwards violated the majefty of the purple. 
The Emperors, anxious for their perfooal fafety 
and the public peace, were reduced to the bafe 
expedient of corrupting the difcipline which 
rendered them alike formidable to their fovereign 
and to the enemy; the vigour of the military 
government was relaxed, and Anally diffolved, 
by the partial inftitutions of Conftantine; and 
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. 

Tbe decay of Rome has been frequently 
afsribed to the tranAatioii of the feat of empire ; 
but this hiftory has already Aiowii, that the powers 
of government were dwided^ rather than r moved. 
The throne of Conftantinople \vas ereCled in the 
EaA; while the WeA was ftili poffeAed by a 
feries of emperors who held their reAdence in 
Italy, and claimed their equal inheritance of the 
legions and' provinces. This dangerous novelty 
impaired the Arengtb, and fomented the vices, of 
a double ‘reign: the inftruments of an oppreffive 
and arbitrary i}'Aem were multiplied; and a vain 
emulation of luxury, not of merit, was, intro- 
duced and fupportsd between the degenerate 

fucceffors 
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fuccefforsof Theodofiiis. Extreme diftrefs, wliicli 
unites tlie virtue of a free people, embitters the 
factions of a declining monarcliy. The hoftile 
favourites of Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the 
republic to its common enemies ; and the Byzan- 
tine court beheld with indifference, perhaps with 
pleafure, the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunes 
of Italy, and the lofs of the Weft. Under the 
fucceeding reigns, the alliance of the two empires 
was reft ored; but the aid of the Oriental Romans 
was tardy, doubtful, and ineftedtualj and the 
national fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was 
enlarged by the perpetual difterence of language 
and manners, of intereft, and even of religion. 
Yet the falutary event approved in fome meafure 
the judgment of Conftantine. During a long 
period of decay, his impregnable city repelled 
the vidtorious armies of Barbarians, protected the 
wealth of Afta, and commanded, both in peace 
and war, the important ftreights which conned! 
the Euxine and Mediterranean feas. The found- 
ation of Couftantinople more effentially con- 
tributed to the prefervation of the Eafl, than to 
the ruin of the Weft. 

As the happinefs of a future life is the great 
objedt of reUgion, we may hear without furprife 
or fcandal, tliat the introdudtion, or at leaft the 
abufe, of Chriftianity, bad fome influence on the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. The 
clergy fiiccefsfully preached the dodtrines of pa- 
tience and pulillanimity ; the adlive virtues of 
fociety were difcouraged ^ and the laft remains 
' ’ ' ■ '■ ' ■ '■ ■' of 
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of military fpirit were buried in tbe cloifter: a 
large portion of public and private wealth was 
eonfecrated to the Ipecious demands of charity 
and devotion j and the foldiers’ pay was layilhed 
on the iifelefs multitudes of both fexes, who could 
only plead the merits of abftinence and ehaftity. 
Faith, zeal, curiofity, and the more earthly paf 
fions of malice and ambition, kindled the dame 
of theological difcord ; the church, and even the 
flate, were dillradled by religious fiidlions, whole 
conflicts were fometimes bloody, and always 
implacable ; ' the attention of the Emperors was 
diverted from camps to fynods; the Homan world 
was opprelfed by a new fpecies of tyranny ; and 
the perfecuted feels became the fecret enemies 
of their country. Yetparty-fpirit, however per- 
nicioiis or abfurd, is a principle of union as well 
as of dilfention. The bifliops, from eighteen 
hundred pulpits, inculcated the duty of paffive 
obedience to a lawful and orthodox fovereign ; 
their frequent alTemblies, and perpetual corre- 
ipondence, maintained the communion of diftant 
churches 5 .and the benevolent temper of the gof 
pel was ftrengthed, though confined, by the 
fpiritiial alliance of the Catholics. The fiicred 
indolence of the monkswas devouteclly embraced 
by a fervile and efieminate age ; but if fuperfti- 
tion had not alForded a decent retreat, the fame 
vices would have tempted the unworthy Romans 
to defert, from bafer motives, the ftandard of the 
republic. Religious precepts are eafily obeyed, 

' wh i ch indulge and fandlify the nat u ral in clination s 
. . of 
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of their votaries ; but the pure and genuine influ- 
ence of Chriflianity may be traced in its benefl- 
cial, though imperfe6l, effects on the Barbarian 
profelytes of the North. If the decline of the 
Eoinan empire was haftened by tlie converflon 
of Conftantine, his victorious religion broke the 
violence of the fall, and mollified the ferocious 
temper of the conquerors. 

This awful revolution may be ufefully applied 
to the infiruCtion of the prefent age. It is the 
duty of a patriot to prefer and promote the ex- 
clufive interefi; and glory of his native country : 
but a philofopher may be permitted to enlarge 
his views, and to confider Europe as one great 
republic, whofe various inhabitants have attained 
almofl; the fame levelof politenefsand cultivation. 
The balance of power will continue to fluctuate, 
and the prolperity of our own, or the neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, may be alternately exalted or de- 
prefled ; but thefe partial events cannot eflen- 
tially injure our general date of happinefs, the 
fyftem of arts, and laws, and manners, which fo 
advantageouflydiftinguifli, above the reft of man- 
kind, the Europeans and their colonies. The 
favage nations of the globe are the common ene- 
mies of civilized fociety ; and we may inquire 
with anxious curiofity, whether Europe is ftill 
threatened with' a repetition of thofe calamities, 
which formerly opprefiTed the arms and inftitu- 
tions of Home. Perhaps the fame refleClions 
will illiiftrate the fall of that' niighty empire, and 
explain the probable caiifesof onr aCliial fecurity. 

• - T The 
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I. The Romans were ignorant of the extent of 
their danger, and the number of their enemies^ 
Beyond the Rhine and Danube, the Northern 
countries of Europe and Alia were filled with 
innumerable tribes of hunters and fliepherds^ 
poor, voracious, and turbulent ; bold in arms, 
and impatient to ravilh the fruits of induftry. 
The Barbarian world was agitated by the rapid 
impulfe of war ; and the peace of Gaul or Italy 
was fliaken by the diftant revolutions of China. 
The Huns, who lied before a vi^orious enemy, 
directed their march towards the Weft ; and the 
torrent was fwelled by the gradual acceffion of 
captives and allies. The flying tribes who yielded 
to the Huns, alfumed in their turn the Ijiirit of 
conqueft; the endlefs column of Barbarians 
prefied on the Roman empire with accumulated 
weight ; and, if theforemoft were deftroyed, the 
vacant fpace was inftantly replenilhed by new 
aflailants. Such formidable emigrations can no 
longer iffue from the North j and the long 
repofe, which has been imputed to the decreafe 
of population, is the happy confequence of the 
progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of fome 
rude villages, thinly fcattered among its woods 
and moraffes, Germany now produces a lift of 
two thoiifand three hundred walled towns : the 
Chriftian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Poland, hav$ been fucceflively eftabiiftied ; and 
the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
have extended their colonies along the coaft of 
the Baltic, as far as the Gulf of Finland. From 
i the 
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tlie Gulf of Finland to the Eaftern Ocean, Ruffia 
now affumes the form of a powerful and civilized 
empire. The plough, the loom^ and the forge, 
are introduced on the banks of the Volga, the 
Oby, and the Lena ; and the fiercell of the Tar- 
tar hords have been taught to tremble and obey. 
The reign of independent Barbarifm is now con- 
tra6led to a narrow fpan ; and the remnant of 
Calmucks or Uzbecks, whofe forces may be al- 
moft numbered, cannot ferioufly excite the ap- 
prehenfions of the great republic of Europe*. 
Yet this apparent fecurity Ihould not tempt us to 
forget that new enemies, and unknown dangers, 
may fojfibly arife from fome obfcure people, 
fcarcely vifibie in the map of the world. The 
Arabs or Saracens, who fpread their conquells 
from India to Spain, had languiflied in poverty 
and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into thofe 
lavage bodies the foul of enthufiafra. 

II. The empire of Rome was firmly efiabliflied 
by the Angular and perfedl coalition of its mem- 
bers. The fubje<3: nations, refigning the hope, 
and even the wifli, of independence, embraced 
the chara6ler of Roman citizens ; and the pro- 
vinces of the Weft were reludantly torn by the 

® The French and, Engllfli editors of the Genealogical Hlftory 
of the Tartars have fubjoined a curious, though imperfe<Sl:, defcrip- 
tion of their prefent ftate. We might queftion the independence of ^ 
the Calmucks, or Eluths, fince they have been recently vanquiflied 
by the Chinefe, who, in the year 1759, fubdiied the lefler Bucharia, 
and advanced into the country of Badakflian, near the fources of 
the Oxus (Memoires fur les Chinois, tom. i, p. 355 — 400. But 
thefe conquefts are precarious, nor will I venture to enfure the 
. £ifety of the Chineie empire:. 

Barbarians 
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Barbarians from the bofom of their mother 
coimtryL But this union was ptirchafed by the 
lofs of national freedom and military fpirit ; 
and the fervile provinces, deftitiite of life and 
motion, espedted their fiifety from the mercenary 
troops and governors, who were diredled by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happinefs of an 
hundred millions depended on the perfonai merit 
of one or two men, perhaps children, whofe 
minds -were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in- 
flidfeed on the empire during the minorities of the 
fons and grandfons of Theodohus j and after 
thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the 
age of manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the bifliops, the ftate to the eunuchs, and 
the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three rerjjeelable coramon- 
wealths, and a variety of fnialier, thougli in- 
dependent, Hates ; the chances of royal and 
miniflerial talents are multiplied, at leaft, with 
the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semi- 
rainis, may reign in the N-orth, while Arcadius 
and Honorius again dumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the mutual infltienOe of fear and Ibame ; re- 
publics have acquired, order and liability ; mo- 
narchies have imbided the principles of freedom, 

’’ The prudent reider'will deterihine ho\v far this general propor- 
fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifaurians, tHe 'Iildependence 
of Britain and Armorica, the Moorilh tribes, or the Bagaiidre of 
• Gaul’and' Spain (v^I. i. p. 454. vol. v. p. 36a. vol. vi. p, 15. 143). 
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or, at leaft, of moderation ; and fome fenfe of 
honour and juftice is introduced into the moft 
defe<Slive conftitutions hy the general manners of 
the times. In peace, the progrefs of knowledge 
and indiidry is accelerated by the emulation of 
fo many active rivals: in war, the European 
forces are exercifed by temperate and undecilive 
contefts. If a favage conqueror Ihould ilfue from 
the deferts of Tartary, be -mull repeatedly van- 
quilh the robuft peafants of Ruffia, the numerous 
armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France, 
and the intrepid freemen of Britain ; who, per- 
haps, might confederate for their common de- 
fence. Should the victorious Barbarians carry 
flavery and defolation as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean, ten thoufand veffels would tranfport be- 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilized fo- 
ciety ; and Europe would revive and dourifli in 
the American world, which is already filled with 
her colonies, and inftitutions®. 

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the ftrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and 
Perfia, who negleCted, and ftill negleCt, to coun- 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the reiources 
of military art. The warlike dates of antiquity, 

® America how contains about fix millions of European blood 
and; defcent ; and their numbers, at leal): in the North, are continuallj 
increafmg. Whatever may be the changes of their political fituation, 
they muft preferve the manners of Europe ; and we may refle<fi with 
•Xome pleafure, that the Englifh language will probably be diffufed over 
an inamenfe and populous continent,. 
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Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, educated a race 
of foldiers ; exercifed their bodies, difciplined 
their courage, multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions, and converted the iron, which they 
poffeffed, into flrong and ferviceable weapons. 
But this fupeiiority infenfibly declined with their 
laws and manners ; and the feeble policy of Con- 
ftantioe and his fucceffors armed and inllriidted, 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the Barbarian mercenaries. The military art has 
been changed by the invention of gunpowder ; 
which enables man to command the two moll 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymiftry, mechanics, architedlure, have 
been applied to the fervice of war j and the ad- 
verfe parties oppofe to each other the moft ela- 
borate modes of attack and of defence. Hifto- 
rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara- 
tions of a liege would found and maintain a 
flourifliiug colony ® ; yet we cannot be difpleafed, 
that the fubverfion of a city fiiould be a work of 
cofi and difficulty ; or that an induftrioUs people 
jfhouid be protected by thofe arts, which furvive 

5 On avolt fair venir {for the fiege of Turin) * 140 pieces de 
canon; et il eft, a remarquer qui chaque gros canon monte revient 
a enviroii aooo ecus: il y avoit ioo>ooo boulets ; 1065000 car- 
touches d’une faQOUjCt 300,000 dWe autre ; 21,000 bombes; 27,700 
grenades, 13,000 facs h terre, 30,000 inftrumens pour le plonnage j 
1,200,000 livres de poudre. Ajoutez a ces munitions, le plomb, k 
fer, et le fer-blanc, les cordages, tout ce qui fert aux mineurs, k 
fouphre, le falpetre, les outils de touts efpece. II eft certain que les 
frais de tons ces pr^aratifs de deftradlion fuffiroient pour fonder 
efcpourfaire fleurir la plus nombreufe colonie., Voltaire, Siecle de 
JLouis XIV. c.xx. in his Warks^tom. xi. p. 391. 

and 
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and fupply the decay of military virtue. Cannon 
and fortifications now form an impregnable bar- 
rier againft the horfe.;’' and Europe is 

fecure frpifl any filture irruption of Barbarians : 
fiiige, before they can conquer, they mull ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the 
fcience of war would always be accompanied, as 
we may learn from the example of Ruffia, with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy j and they themfelves muft de- 
ferve a place among the polilhed nations whom 
they fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful 
or fallacious, there Hill remains a more humble 
fource of comfort and hope. The difeoveries 
of ancient and modern navigators, and the 
domellic hiflory, or tradition, of the molt en- . 
lig'htened repreSSnttfie' human fat)ag&^ 

naked both in mind and body, and dellitute of 
laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoll of language’"’. 
From this abjedl condition, perhaps the primitive 
and univerfal Hate of man, he has gradually 
arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the 
earth, to traverfe the ocean, and to meafure the 

It would be an eafy, tliougli tedious, talk, to produce the au- 
thorities of poets, philofophers, and hiftorians. I lhall therefore 
content myfelf with appealing to the decifive and authentic teftimony 
of Diodorus Siculus, tom.i. Li. p. ii, L iii. p. 184, &c. edit. 
Weffcling.). The Idihyophagi, who In his time wandered along 
the fliores of the Red Sea, can only he compared to the natives of 
New Holland (Dampier’s Voyages, voLL p. 464 — 469.). Fancy, or 
perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppofe an extreme gind ahfolute flatc of 
nature far helow' the level of thefe favages who had acquired fome 
arts and inftruments. . . . 
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heavens. His progrefs in the improvement and 
exercife of his mental and corporeal faculties'* 
has been irregular and various ; infinitely flow 
in the beginning, and increafing by degrees with 
redoubled velocity : ages of laborious afcent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
fal; and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the viciflitudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
the experience of four thoufand years fhould 
enlarge our hopes, and diminilh our appre- 
henfions : we cannot determine to what height 
the human Ipecies may alpire in their advances 
towards perfedlion ; but it may fafely be pre- 
fumed, that no people, iinlefs the face of nature 
is changed, will relapfe into their original bar- 
barifm. The improvements of fociety may be 
viewed under a tbreeMd afpeS:. i 
or philofopher illuftrates bis age and country by 
the efforts of a fmgle mind : but thefe fuperior 
powers of reafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
neous produdlions, and the genius of Homer, or 
Cicero, or Newton, would excite le§ admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
prince, or the lefibns of a preceptor. 2. The 
benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu- 
factures, of arts and fciences, are more folid and 
permanent ; and mmj^ individuals may be quali- 
fied, by education and difcipline, to promote, in 
their refpeCtive flations, the interefi: of the com- 

“ See the learned and rational work of the prefident Goguet, de 
I’Origlne des Loix des Arts et des Sciences. He traces from fadls, 
or conjeaures (torn.!, p. 147— 337. edit. larao.}, the firft and moft 
difficult fteps of human inrention. 
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munity. But this general order is the effe^ of 
fkill and labour ; and the complex machinery 
may be decayed by time, or injured by violence. 
3. Fortunately for mankind, the more ufeful, 
or,^ '1it leafl, more necelTary arts, can be per- 
formed without fuperior talents, or national 
fubordination ; without the powers of one, or the 
union of many. Each village, each family, each 
individual, muft always poffefs both ability and 
inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire"'"' and 
of metals *, the propagation and fervice of do- 
meftic animals; the methods of hunting and 
fifhing; the rudiments of navigation ; the imper- 
fect cultivation of corn, or other nutritive grain; 
and the limple praClice of the mechanic trades. 
Private genius and public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated ; but, the% i)a;:dy, plants furvive the 
tempeft, aha ftrike an everlafting root into the 
moft unfavourable foil. The Iplendid days of 
Auguftus and Trajan were eclipfed by a cloud of 
ignorance; and the Barbarians fubverted the 
laws and palaces of Rome. But the fcythe, the 
invention or emblem of Saturn flill con- 
tinued annually to mow the harvefls of Italy; 

. It is certain, however ftrange, that many nations have been 
ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otaheite, 
who are deftitute of metals, have not invented any earthen veflels 
capable of fuftaining the a^ftion of fire, and of communicating the 
heat to the liquids which they contain. 

Plutarch. Ctiiseft. Rom. in tom. ii. p. ^75. Macrob, Saturnal. 
1 . i. c. 8. p. 15a. edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (of his re- 
ligious worihip) in a fhip, may Indicate, that the favage coaft of 
Latium was firft difcovered and civilifed by the Phoenicians. 
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and the human' feafts of the Lmftrigons have 
never been renewed on the coaft of Campania. 

Since th^e firil difcoveiy of the arts, war, com- 
merce. and religious zeal have diffufed, among 
the favages of the Old and New World, thefe 
ineftimable gifts : they have been fucceffively 
propagated; they can never be loll. We may 
therefore acquiefce in the pleafing Gonclufion, 
that every age of the world has increafed, and 
ftili increafes, the real wealth, the happinefs, 
the knowiedge, and perhaps the virtue, of the 
human race ‘L 

In the ninth and tenth books of the OdylTcy, Komer has em- 
bclllflied the tales of fearful and credulous failors, who transformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monllrous giants. 

. , The merit .of difeovery has too often been Rained with avarice, 
cruelty, and fanalicifttit rii'et hrrti«tcQm& -of iiati on a — - 

the communication of dilcafe and prejudice. A fingiilar exception 
is due to tlie virtue of our own times and country. The live great 
voyages, fucceffively undertaken by the command of His prefent Ma- 
jefty, were inlpired by the pure and generous love of fcience and 
of mahkincl. The fame prince, adapting his bcnefadlions to the 
different Rages of fociety, has founded a fchool of painting in his 
capital 5 and has introduced into the iflands of the South Sea, the 
vegetables and animals moR ufeful to human life. 
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